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TH E 

EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

THE Works of Dr. Jonathan Swift 
have been univerfally admired, and 
have pafled through many editions, 
both in England and Ireland. How they 
have been received in ScocUnd, appears from 
the quick fale of four-Scotch editions fince the 
year 1 752, A fifth one is now offered to the 
public, which it is hoped will meet with a fa- 
vourable reception. As this edition ii partly 
upon a different plan, more con^plecci and \U 
luftrated with a far greater number of noteS| 
than any that hath yet appeared in England ; < 
we think it necelUry to give an account of • 
the meihod ufcd in conduc'ting it. 

As to the arrangement of particular pieces 
ifj each clafi, there were only three things 
that fremcd to deferve attention, or that 
could dire(a the choice •,• that the verfe and 
profe Ihould be kept feparate j that the poft- 
humous and doubtfut pieces (hoiiJd not be 
mingled with thole which the Dean is knowa 
to have publifhed himlclf •, and that ihofc 
travels, which are parts of a regular feries, 
and illuttrate each other, fliould be ranged ii^ 
a 2 i^<i<j4m 
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fucceflion, without the intervention of othep 
matter. Such arc the Drapicr's Letters, and 
fome other papers publiftied upon the fame 
occafion, which have not only in the Irifli e- 
dition, but in every other, been fo mixed, 
as to mifreprefent fome fafls, and obfcure o- 
thcrsi • Such alfo are the trafts on the Sacra- 
mental tefl ; which are now put together fn 
a regular order, as they Ihould always be 
read, by thofe who would fee their whole 
ftrcngth and propriety. 

As to the arrangement of the different 
pieces, we have clafTed them in the order 
which appeared the moft natural, according 
to the plan pointed out by the Earl of Orrery^ 
and, as near as can be, in chronological or- 
der. The firft ten volumes contain what 
were publiftied in the author's lifetime, the 
nth. 1 2th, and 13th voKimes are a fcledtion 
from what is called The Pofthumous Works, 
containing all that the original editor, Mr. 
Falconer, has thought worthy of publica- 
tion. 

As to the Notes, this edition will be found 

to contain double the number that is inferted 

in any London edition. Moft part of thofe 

notes to which no name is annexed, are ta* 

ken from the Dublin and other editions. 

The greateft part of the other notes are taken 

Jfvom the Earl of Orrery's remarks on the life 

and writings of Dr. Swift, Mr. Dean Swift's 

. flffay on the fame fubjeft, and Warburton*s 

^ttition of Pope's Works. A few notes of 

m s reference, 
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reference, and ibme hiftbrical remarks, are 
mferted by the editor. To fome of the large 
extradtg from Orrery and Swift, we have given 
the title of Criticifmsi which are to be found 
in the ift, 7th, and 9th volumes. And care 
has been taken not to omit any remark of 
importance contained in the writings of thefe 
authors upon any piece of Swift's works. 

Dr. Oawkefworth's edition of this celebrate 
ed author, has been juftiy efteemed-, yet« 
upon comparifon, this one will be found to 
contain fcveral pieces, both in verfe and profe, 
not inferted in his ; befides othvr advantages 
of Indexes, i^c. 

As to the Life of Dr. Swift, many accounts 
have been publithed of it. Thefe have mu- 
tually refledled light upon each other, afcer- 
tained controverted fads, and redliBed mid 
takes, which, if they had (till been tradi* 
tional and oral, would ftill have been believ- 
ed. Several little incidents, which (hewed 
the peculiarities of his converfation and do- 
meftic life, were related by Mrs. Pilkingron, 
in her memoirs •, though thefe could be be- 
lieved only in proportion as they verified 
thcmfelves. Lord Orrery's letters contained 
many of the principal evencs, intermingled 
with many charadlcriftic incidents, fupported 
in general upon better authority ; but fome- 
times founded upon falfe information. Some 
of thefe miftakes were detedled by a volume 
of letters figncd J. R. in which were al5> 
fome new materials j and the account fincc 
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publHhed by Mr. Sti^c^ with an imperfe(9r 
flcecch by the Deaa himfelf, has furnHhed yec 
more. It was not thought ivcccflSiry (fays he). 
to relate cvety, trifling particular that has 
been recorded, but tmly to fdcA fuch as 
will fufficiemly diftinguifti the peculiarities 
of hisf charadcr and manners, and tranfmit 
a knowledge of hira to pofterity, of the {amc 
kind, if not in the fame degree, as was ob- 
tained by tbofc among his contemporaries, 
who were admitted to his converfation and- 
friendfbiph 

In the account of Dr* Swift's Life, (cvcral ^ 
anecdotes, and different relations ot particu«» 
Jar incidents, are thrown into notes; and feme 
witical remarks on his charader, taken from 
Lord Orrery and Mr. Swift, > are now addcdi 
An abridgement of Mrs^Pikkington's account 
is annexed. In the tenth volume, immedi- 
ately after the Dean's Will, are two letters 
dcfcribing his fufiofity. After which is given 
Lord Orrery's account of Swift's death, and 
his Lordfhip's diflertarion on lunacy and idi^ 
otifm, occafioned by the melancholy fituation 
of the Dean's uhderftanding, fome years be^ 
fore hiar death. 

In works of great extent-, the utility of inr- 
dcxes is obvious to every reader, and the 
want is generally complained of: Yet few of 
the London editions have any index. There- 
fore, to fupply fo material a defeft, three ini- 
•jdexes arc annexed to the tenth volume. The 
^ft is of the titles of the pieces in profe^ 
*^ the 



The EDITOR'S PREFACE. bt 

die fccond, of thofcof the poetry; and the 
third is of the principal matters. Befides 
thefe indexes, unto volume 1 3th is added ati 
index to the three volumes of Pofthumoua 
Works. 

Care has been taken to print this edition^ 
as corredtl^ as poflible ; and it is hoped, thar^ 
in point ot accuracy, it will not be found in- 
ferior to any former one In (hort, no pains 
or expence have been fpared to render this a 
complete and correft edition of the Works 
of the celebrated Dean of St. Patrick's. 

Mdinhtrgh, Decern. 26. 
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LIFE 

O F 
^r. JONATHAN SWIFT, 
Late Dean of St. Pathick'SjJDublin. 

DR. Jonathan Swift, tii illuftrioul 
Englifh wit, sOid juftly celebrated alfo 
for his political knowledge, was defcended 
from a very ancient family, and born on the 
30th of November 1667. His grandfather, 
Mr. Thomas Swift, was vicar of Goodrich in" 
Herefordlhire, and married Mrs. Elizabeth 
l)ryden, aunt of Dryden the poet; by whom 
^e had fix fons, Godwin, Thomas, Dryden, 
William, Jonathan, and Adam. Thomas 
was bred at Oxford, but died young 5 God« 
'%vin was a barrifter of Gray's^Inn •, and Wil- 
liam, Dryden, Jonathan, and Adam, were 
•attornies. Godwin having married a rela- 
tion of the old Marchionefs of Ormond, the 
old Duke x)f Ormond made hifn his attorney- 
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general in the palatinate of Tippcrary in Ire* 
hnd. Lrlaad was at this time almolt with- 
out lawyers, the rebellion having converted 
men of all conifitions ifito foldiers. Godwin 
therefore deternifined to attempt the acquifition 
of a fortune in cbat kingdom, and the fame mo- 
tive induced his four brothers to go with him. 
Jonathan, at rhe age of about twenty-three, 
and before he went into Ireland, married Mrs. 
Abigail Erick, a gentlewoman of Lcicefter- 
Ihire ; and about two years after left her a 
widow with one child, a daughter, and preg- 
lunt with another, having no means of fub- 
fiftence but an annuity rf 20 1. which her 
hulband had purchafed for her in England, 
immediately after his marpiage. In this di- 
ftrefs (he was taken into the family of God- 
win, her huiband's eyed brothq-i and there, 
about fcven months after his death, deliver- 
ed of a fon, whom ibe coiled Jonathan, in 
ren>embrance of his father, and who was 
afterwards the celebrated ^ean of St. Pa- 
trick's. 

It happened, by whatever accident, that 
Jonathao was not fuckled by his mptber, but 
by a nurfe, who was a native of Whitehaven, 
and when he was aboijt a year old, her affec- 
tion for him was beco^nc fo ftr^n^ that find- 
ing it neceffary 10 yifi.c a Cck -rdation there, 
flie carried hitn with hcr^ without the know- 
ledge of his nfK)ther or uncle. Ac this place 
he continued . about three years •, for, when 
ihe matter was difcovered, his mother fent 
1^ I orders 
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^ders^ not to hazard a fecond voyage, till he 
fhoiild be better able to bear it. Mrs. Swift, 
about two years after her hufband's death, 
quitted the family of Mr. Godwin Swift in 
Irclafld^ and retired to Leicefter, the place 
of her nativity ; but her Ton was again car- 
ried tO; Ireland by his nurfe, and replaced 
under the proteftion of his uncle Godwin. 
It has been generally believed^ that Swift was 
born in England; and, when the people of 
Ireland difpleafcd him, he has been heard to 
fay, ** I am not of this vile country, I am an 
*' EngU(bman :'* but this account of his birth 
is taken from that which he left behind him in 
his own hand-writing. Some have alfo* 
thought thathe was a natural fon of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple, becaufc Sir William cxpreflcd 
a particular regard for him: but that was im- 
poffiblejfor Sir Wilfvam was relident abroad 
in a public charaftcr from the year 1665, to 
1670; and his mother, who was never out of 
the Britilh daminions, brought him into the 
world in 1667. 

At abowt fix years of age he was fcnt to the 
fchool of Kilkenny, and having continued 
there eight years, he was admitted a ftudent 
of Trinity college in Dublin. Here applying 
himfelf to books of hiltory and poetry, 
to the negled: of academic learning, he was 
at the end of four years, refufed his degree 
of bachelor of arts for infufikicncy ; and was 
at lafl: admitted fpeciali gr^tia^ which is there 
Gonfidered as the highefl: degree (^ reproach 
b "Wid 
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and diflionour. Stung with the difgracc. Tic 
ftudicd eight hours a day, for feven years fol- 
lowing. He commenced thefc ftudies at the 
univerfity pfDublin, where he continued them 
three years: and, during this time, he drew 
up the firft (ketch of his Tale of a Tub ; for 
"WafTcnden Warren, Efq-, a gentleman of for- 
tune near Bclfaft in Ireland, who was chamber- 
fellow with Swift, declared that he then faw 
a copy of it in Swift's own hand- writing. 

In 1688, his uncle Godwin was feized with 
a lethargy, and foon deprived both of his 
fpeech and menrory : by which accident Swift 
being left without fupport, took a journey 
to Lcicefter, that he might confult with his 
mother what courfc of life to purfue. At 
this time Sir William Temple was in high 
reputation, and honoured with the confidence 
and familiarity of King William. His father. 
Sir John Temple, had been matter of the rolls 
in Ireland, and contrafted an intimate friend- 
Ihipwith Godwin Swift, which continued till 
his death J and aSir William, who inherited 
his title and cftate, had married a lady to 
whom Mrs. Swift was related ; (he therefore 
advifed herfon to comm-unicate his ficuation 
to Sir William, and'foUicit his diredion what 
to do. Sir William received him with great 
kindnefs, and Swift's firft vifit continued two 
years. Sir William had been ambaflador and 
mediator of a general peace at Nimeguen be- 
fore the Revolution, in which charadler he 
' became known to the Prince gf Orange, who 
^ frequently 
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frcqucnily vifitcd bim at Sheen, after his ar- 
rival in England, and took his advice in af- 
fair* of the utmod importance. Sir Williain 
being then lame with the gout. Swift ulird 
to attend his Majefty in the walks about the 
garden, who admitted him to Cuch fan)iriari- 
ty, that he (hewed him how to cut afpara<5us 
after the Dutch manner, and once offered to 
make him a captain of horfe v but Swift had 
fixed his mind upon an eccleftaftical life. 

About this time a bill was brought into the 
houfe for triennial parliaments, to which the 
Kinff was very averfe, but fent however to 
conlult Sir William Temple, who foon after- 
wards fent Swift to Kenfington with the 
whole account in writing, to convince the King 
how ill he was advifed. This was Swift's 
firft embafly to court, who, though he under- 
ftood Englifh hiftory, and the matter in hand 
very well, yet did not prevail. Soon after this 
tranfaftion he was feized with the return of 
a diforder, which he had contraded in Ireland, 
by eating a great quantity of fruit, and which 
afterwards gradually increafed, though with 
irregular intermiiliohs, till it terminated in a 
total debility of body and mind. 

About a year after his return from Ireland, 
he thought it expedient to take his mafter of 
arts degree at Oxford •, and accordingly was 
zdtDittcdadeundem on the 14th of June 1692, 
with many civilities. Thcie, lome fay, pro- 
ceeded from a mifundrritanui^ig ot the words, 
fpectali ^ratiup m his Uftim nium irom Dublin, 

b z 'wVvv^ 
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which were there fuppofcd to be a compli- 
ment paid to uncommon merit; but arc 
more probably afcribed by otlicrs to his 
known conn eft ion with Sir William Temple. 
It is eafy to conceive, however, that Sw itt^ 
after his reputation was eftabliihed, mighi 
while he was fporting with this incident in the 
^iety ofhis heart, pretend a miftalfie rwhiob 
jnever happened. From Oxftw^.be FcturBed to 
Sir William Temple, and aflifled hire in >cwi- 
•fing his works : He alfo correfted and im- 
proved his 0wn Tale of a Tub, and added the 
Pigreffion«. from the convcrfation of Sir 
William, Swift greatly ji-tcrcafed his political 
Jcnowledge: but fufpeding Sir William of 
neglecting to provide for him, merely that 
Jie might keep him in his family, he at length 
refented it fo warmly, that, in 1694, a xjuar- 
rel cnfued, and they parted. 

Swift, during his rcfidence with Sir Wil- 
liam, had never failed to vifit his mother at 
X-ciccfter once a year, and his manner of travel- 
ling was very extraordinary. He always went 
on foot, except when the weather was very 
bad, and then he would fometimes take fhel^ 
ter in a waggon. He chofc to dine at obfcune 
ale-houfes among pedlars and oftlers, and to 
lie where he fa w written over the door^ lod- 
gings for a penny; but he ufed to bribe the 
maid with a tefter for a fingle bed, and clean 
flieets. 

His refolution was now to take orders : and 
^feon after obtained a recomn^cndation to 
% ■ Lord 
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LotA Cape!, then lord. deputy of Ireland, 
who gave him the prebend of Kilroot, in the 
dioccfe of Connor, worth about lool. p€r 
Mmm. But Sir Wiiliam, who had been ufed 
to the coJiverfation of Swift, foon found that 
he could not be content to live without him ; 
atid therefore urged him to refign his pre- 
bend in favour of a fnend, promilmg to ob- 
tain preferment for him in England, if he 
would return. Swift confented, and Sir Wil- 
liam was fo well pleafed with thisadl of Icrnd- 
nefs, that, during the remainder of his- life, 
which was about four yeaxs, his behaviour 
was fuch as producedtheutmoft harmony be^- 
tween them. Swiff, as a teftimony of his 
friendftiip and efteem, wrote the Battle of iht 
Books,, of which Sir William is the hcfo > and 
Sir WiUiatft, when he died, left him a pccu- 
mary legacy^ and his polltiumous viorks^. 

Upon the death of Sir William TcmpJv 
Swift applied by petition to King WiltiAm, 
for the firft vacant prebend of Canterbury or 
Wdiminfter^ for which the Toy al promife 
tuKl been obtained by his late patncyn, wh( ft 
poithumotis works he dedicated to hu Majef- 
ty, to facilitace tlve iucceii of chat application • 
But it does not appear, that, after the death 
t)f Sir William, the King, took the leaft no^ 
ticc of Switt After this he accepted aft in- 
vitation from the Earl of Berkeley, appointed 

♦ Tviro volames of Sir Wtiliam's Letters, whldh' 
bt dedicated to His M»je(^y. 

b 3 • ovvt.^ 
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one of the lords juftices of Ireland, to attemi 
him as chaplain and private fecretary, but he 
was foon removed from this*poft, upon a pre- 
tence that it was not fit for a clergyman. This 
difappointment was prefently followed by ano- 
tfier; for when the deanry of Derry became 
vacant, and it was the Earl of Berkeley's tura 
to difpofe of it. Swift, inftead of receiving it 
as an atonement for his late ufage, was put 
off with the livings of Laracor and Rathbeg- 
ging, in the diocefe of Meth, which together 
.did not amount to. half its value. He went to 
refidc at Laracor, and performed the duties 
of aparifli prieft with the utmoft punftuality 
and devotion. He was indeed always very de- 
vout, not only in his public and fokmn addref- 
fes to God, but in his domeftic and private 
exercifes: and yet, with all his piety in his 
heart, he could not forbear indulging the pe- 
.culiarity of his humour, when an opportunity 
offered, whatever might be the impropriety 
of the time and place. Upon his coming to 
Laracor, he gave public notice, that he would 
read prayers on Wcdnefdayand Friday, which 
had not been the cuftom; and accordingly 
the boll was rung, and he afcended the dcfk. 
But, having fat (ome time with no other au- 
ditor than his clerk Roger, he began, " Dear- 
•• ly beloved Roger, the fcripture moveth 
•' ytjuand me in fundry places;" and fo pro- 
ceeded to tne end of the fervice. Of the fame 
Jcind wa3 his race with Dr. Raymond, vicar 

of 
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•f Trim, foon after he was made dean of St. 
Patrick's. Swift had dined one Sunday with 
. RaynK>nd, and when the Bells had done ring- 
ing for evening prayers, " Raymond," fays 
Swift. " I will lay you a crown, that I will 
** begin prayers before you this afternoon." 
Dr. Raymond accepted the wager, and imme- 
diately both ran as faft as they could to the 
church. Raymond, the nimbler of the two, 
arrived firft at the door, and when he entered 
the church, walked decently towards the 
reading defk: Swift never flackened his pace, 
but running up the ifle, left Raymond behind 
him ; and ftepping into the defk, without put- 
ting^on the furplice, or opening the book, be- 
gan the iervice in aii audible voice. 

During Swift^ refidcnce at Laracor, he in- 
vited to Ireland a lady, whom he has celebra- 
ted by the name of Stella. With this lady he 
became acquainted while he lived with. Sir 
William Temple : She was the daughter of 
hisfteward, whofename was Johnlon*, and 
Sir William, when he died, left her looo K 
in confideration of her father's faithful ferW- 
ces. At the death of Sir William, which hap- 
pened in 1699, (he was in the 16th year of her 
age; and it was about two years afterwards, 
that, at Swift's invitation, flic left England, 
accompanied by Mrs. Dingley *g a lady who 

• The Dodlor gave her fifty ^uioeas a year, and 
left her by his will an anzittity of twenty pounds. 
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was fifteen years older, and whofc whole fbr- 
tuue, though (he was rchted to Sir Wiiliafn 
1 emple, was no more than an anBuity of 27!. 
Whether Swift at this time dcffred the compa- 
ny of Stella as a wife, or a friend^ is not cer- 
tain ; but the rcafon which (he and her com- 
panion then gave for their leaving Enghnd 
wfts^ that id Ireland the intereft of money was 
high, and provifions were cheap* But what- 
ever was Swift'5 attachment to Mifs Johnfod, 
every poflible precaution was taken to prevent 
fcandal : they never lived in the fame ho^lfe ; 
when Swift was abfent, Mifs Johnfon and her 
friend refided it the parfon^ge ; when he re- 
tu«racd, they removed cither to hh Ifrieod Dr. 
Raymond's, or to a lodging; neither were they 
crer known to mect^ but in the prefencc of a 
third pcrfon. Swift made frequent cxourfions 
to Dublin, nod fomc to London, but Mifs 
Johafon was buried in ftrfitudt and obfcurity ; 
file was known only to a few of Swift's moft 
intiroate> acquaintance, and had no female 
.tompanion except Mrs. Dinglcy, 

in 1 70 1, Swift took his do6bof*s tfegrce, arid 
in 1702, foon after the death of King Wil- 
liam, he went into England for the firft time 
after his fettling at Laracor-, a journey which 
ic frequently repeated during the reign of 
Queen Anne. Mifs Johofop was once in 
England in 1705, but returned in a few 
.months, .and. never croffed the channel after- 
wards. He foon became eminent as a writer, 
L- and 
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and in that charadcr was known at lead n> 
boih :W4^igs and Tories. He bad been edu- 
cated among the former, but at:lcngch attach- 
-cd himfelf to the latter* bccaurcthe Whigs, 
as he faid, 4iad renoanced their old princi- 
ples, and Tcceived others, which their forefa- 
ilher abhorred. He publifiied, in 170X, ** A 
-dtfoeurfecf the contefis and dtfientions be- 
.tween oheifNiUe6a(nd ootmnons-in Attens and 
sRome, wifH the oonfequcnoes liiey had upon 
bfotii thoTe fta^s '^ This was in behalf of King 
'WRIiam and his rriniilers, againil the via- 
ietkt iproceedingsjofxhciHoufe >of Commons^ 
-but ^omidiaa year fto 1708, he did not wrtoe 
flifty politicd pamphlet *» 

In 1 710, being then in 'England, ihe was 
impowercd by the Primate of Ireland, to fo- 
Kcic the Queen to releafc the clergy from 
jpaying the twentieth part and firft fruits ; and 
upon this occafion his acquaintance with Mr. 
Harley commenced. As foon as he had re- 
ceived the Primare':s inftrudions, he rdblvcd 
to apply to Mr. Harley^ and, ticfore he 
waited on htm, got himfelf repreiented as a 
peribn who had been ill ui'ed by the laft mi« 
niftry, becauie he would not go fuch lengths 
as th^y would havse had him. Mr. Haf ley 



* In the year 1708, the pubiiibed feveral political 
works under the name of Ifaac BickerftafiF, Eiq ; uhich 
name was afterwards affumcd by Sir Richard Steel, to 
reconmend his Tatliers to the WK>rld. Bhj^rafhia 3ri» 

received 



xxii The L I F E of 

received him with the utmoft kindnels and 
rcfpedt ; kept him with him two hours alone; 
engaged in, and foon after accomplifhed, his 
buHnefs v bid him come often to fee him pri- 
vately ; and told him, that he muft bring hin;i 
to the knowledge of Mr. St. John. Swift 
prcfently became acquainted with the reft of 
the miaifters, who appear to have courted 
and careffcd him with uncommon affiduity.. 
He dined every Saturday, at Mr. Harley*s» 
with the Lord Keeper, Mr. Secretary St.. 
John, and Lord Rivers : on that day no other 
perfon was for fome time admitted ; but this 
fcledl company was at length inlarged to fix- 
teen, all men of the firft clafs. Swift incliid* 
cd. From this time he fupportcd the intcreftv 
of his new friends with all his power, in pam- 
phlets, poems, and periodical papers : hisin-^ 
timacy with them was fo remarkable, that he 
was thought not only to defend, but in fome 
degree to direA their meafures-, and.fuch was 
his importance in die opinion of the oppofitc 
party, that many fpceches were made againft 
him in both houfes of parliament -, a reward 
was alfo offered, for difcovering the author 
of the Public Spirit of the Whigs. 

Amidft all the bufinefs and honours that 
crowded upon him, he wrote every day an ac- 
count of what occurred to Stella; and fent 
her a journal regularly, dated every fortnight 
during the whole time of his connedion with 
Queen Anne's miniftry. From thefc unre- 
ined efFufions of his. heart many particu- 
lars- 
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lars are known, which would othcrwifc have 
lain hid ; and by thefe it appears, that he 
was not only employed, but trufted, even by 
Harley himlclf, who, to all others, was re- 
ferved and myfterious. In the mean time. 
Swift had no expedations of advantage from 
.his connedions with thefe perfons : he knew 
they could not long preferve their power ; 
iind he did not honour it while it lafted, on 
account of the violent meafures which were 
purfued by both iides. ^ I ufe the mint- 
** ftry/* fays be, ** like dogs, becaufe I ex- 
** peft they will ufe me fo. — I never knew 
^' a miniftry do any thing for thofe whom 
^^ they make companions of their pieafures ; 
^* but I care not/' In the fummer of 171 1, 
he forefaw the ruin of the miniftry by thofe 
mifunderftandings among thcmielves, which 
at laft efiedted it ; and it was not only his o« 
pinion, but their own, that if they could not 
-carry a peace, they muft foon be fcnt to the 
Tower, even though they (hould agree. In 
^rder therefore to tacilitate this great event. 
Swift wrote the conduft of the allies : a piece, 
which he confefTes. coft him much pains, and 
which fucceeded ^vcn beyond his expedati- 
ons. It was pubHfhcd on the 27th of No- 
vember 171 1 ; and in two months time above 
11,000 were fold off, feven editions having 
been printed in England, and three in Ire- 
land. The Tory members in both houfes, 
who fpoke, drew all their arguments from itj 
and the refolutions, which were printed in 

ttvc 
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the votes, and which would never have paff.* 
cd but for this paniphkt, were little more 
than quotations from it. From this^ time w 
1-713, he exerted hirafelf with, unwearied di- 
ligence in the fcrvice of the miniftry j and 
while he was at Windfor, juft at the conclu- 
(ion of the peace of Utrecht^ he drew the firff* 
fkctch of An Hiftorjr of the four laft years ofi 
Queen Anne. This he afterwards finifhed,- 
and came inca England to publifti^ but- war 
difluaded fromi in by Lord Bolingbroke, wiM 
told bim^ the whole was fo mucbin th« fpirit 
of party- writings that though it might? have 
made- a feafiuiable pamphlet- in the time of 
their adminiftration, it would be a^ diflionour 
to juft hiftory. Swift feems to have been ex- 
tremely fond of this work, by: declariftg, z^ 
he did, that it was the beft thing he had ever- 
written : but fince his friend did not approve^ 
it, he wouid caft it into the fire.^ However,; 
it did not undergo this fate, but was lately 
publifhed in OvJtavo, to the difappointOKiit q£ 
all thofe who ocpefted any thing great from 
it. 

During all this time be received no grafui^ 
ty orfcwardi till the year 171 3; and then^hcf 
accepted the deanry of St. Patrick^s Doblin *• 

• This promotion was thought to be a difappoint* 
inenc to him, as he expelled a bi^ppric in EnglaocL;; 
but the Earl of Oxford did not think it proper to offend 
the oppbfiie party, by bringing hina into the Hoofe of 
lords, where he wotrid, no doubt, have made a fi- 
gure as a fpcaker. 

1 A bi* 
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A bi(hopric had been feme time before intend* 
^d for him by the Queen ^ but Archhiftiop 
Shaxpc having rcprefentcd him to her Majefiy 
as a man whofeCi^rilVianity was very queilion- 
able, and being fupportcd in this by a certain 
very great lady, it was given to an >then 
He immediately croffcd the channel to take 
pofTeiTion of hi^ new dignity, but did not ftay 
in Ireland more than a fortnight, being ur« 
ged by an hundred letters to halten bark, and 
reconcile the Lords Oxford and Bolingbrokc. 
When he returned, he found their animofity 
increafed ; and, having predicted their ruin 
from this very caulc, he laboured to bring a- 
bout a reconciliation, as that upon which the 
whole intcreft of their party depended. Ha- 
vmg attempted this by various methods in 
vain, he went to a friend's houfe in Berk- 
Aiire, where he continued till the Queen's 
^ath *, and, while he was at this place, wrote 
a difcourfc, called, " Free thoughts on the 
prefent ftate of affairs," which, however, was 
not publifhed till fome time after. 

before we attend Swift to freland, it is ne« 
ceflary to give a little hiftory of his VanelTa y 
becaufe his conncdtions with her were made 
in England. Among other perfons, with 
whoQf) he was intimately acquainted during 
the gay part of his life, waft Mrs. Vanhom*' 
righr She was a lady of good family in Ire- 
land, and became the wire of Mr. Vanhom-* 
righ, firft a merchant of Amllerdam, then of 
Dublin, where be was raifed byKing WiU 

Vol. I. . c \\^tcv 
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liam, upon his expedition into Ireland, tm 
very great places. Dying in 1703, he left 
two fons and two daughters-, but the fons 
foon after dying, his whole fortune, which 
was confidcrablc, fell to the daughters. In 
1709, the widow and the two young ladies 
cairc to England, where they were vifitcd by 
perfons of the firft quality-, and Swift, lodg- 
ing near them, ufed to be much there, com- 
ing and going without ^ny ceremony, as if 
he had been one of the family. During this 
familiarity, he became iaienfibly a kind of 
preceptor to the young ladies, particularly 
the eldcft, who was then about twenty years 
old, was much addided to reading, and a 
great admirer of poetry. Hence admiring, 
as was natural, fuch a charader as that of 
Swifty fhe foon palTcd from admiration to 
I0VC-, and urged a little perhaps by vanity, 
which would have been highly gratified by 
an alliance with the firft wit of the age, (he 
ventured to make the Doctor a propofal of 
marriage. He afFcifted firft to believe her in 
jeft, then to rally heron fo whimncal a choice, 
and atlaft to put her off without an abfolutc 
refufal ; and, while, he was in this fituation, 
he wrote the poem, called, ^^ Cadenus and 
•' Vanefla.** It was written in 171 J, a fhort 
time before he left Vancfla, and the reft of 
bis friends in England, and returned to the 
place of his exile, as he ufed frequently to 
call it. In 1 714, Mrs. Vanhotprigh died, and. 
having lived very high^ left fome debts,. 

which 
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which it not being convenient for her daugh- 
ters, who had alfo debts of their own to pay 
at prefent, to avoid' an arreft, they followed 
the Dean into Ireland. 

Upon his^ arrival to take poffcffion of his 
cleanry, he had been received with great 
Jtindncfs and honour y but now, upon his re- 
turn after the Queen's <icath, he experienced 
every polEble marfe^of contempt and indigna* 
tion. The tables were turned j the power of 
the Tories and the Dean's credit were at aa 
end ; and asa dcfign to- bring in the preten* 
der had been imputed to the Queen's mini* 
ftry, fo Swift lay now under much odium, as 
being fuppofed to have been awell-wilhcr in 
that xraufe. As loon as he was fettled at Dub« 
lin, Mifs Johnfon removed from the coun« 
try to be near him, but chey ftill lived in fc* 
parate houies--, his refidence being at the 
deanery, and hers in lodgings on the other 
fide of the river Liffy. 1 he Dean kept two 
public days every week^ on which the digni- 
ty of iiis ftation was fullamed with the utmoft 
elegance and decorum,- under the diredion of 
Mils Jobnibn.^ As to his employment at 
home, he.feems.to nave had no heart to apply 
hifnfelf to ftudy of any kind, but to have tCf 
fignedhimfelf wholly to fuch amufcmencs, 
andfuchidompany as offered ; thac he might 
not think of his fituation, the misfortunes of 
hVs friendsyand his difappointments. " 1 was 
"three years," fays he to Gay, '• reconcil'- 
*' ing myfelf to the fcene and bufinels to 
c 2 ** which 
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•' which fortune hath condemned nie; and 
** ftupidity was what I had recourfe to.*' 

The firft remarkable event of bis life, after 
his fettle mcnt at the deanery, was his mai^- 
riagc to Mifs Johnfon, after a mod intimate 
friendfliip of more than fixceen years. Thk 
was in the year 1716; and the ceremony was 
performed privately by Dr. Aftie, then Bi(hop 
of Clogher, to whom the Dean had been ja pu- 
pil in Trinity- colledge, Dublin. But what- 
ever were the motives to this marriage,, the 
Dean and the lady continued to live after- 
wards, juf): in the fame manner as they had 
i4ved before. Mrs. Dingley was dill the in- 
feparable companion of Stella, wherever flie- 
Went 5 and (he nev^r refided at the deanery,, 
except when the Dean bad his fits of giddi- 
fiefs and deafnefs. Till this time he had con- 
tinued his vifits to Vanefla, (MifsVanhom- 
righ),whoprtferved her reputation andfriends^. 
and was vilited by many perfons of rank, cha- 
radler, and fiortune, of both fexcs : but now^ 
his vifits were lefs frequent. In 1717, her 
fiftcr died \ and the whoJc remains of the fa- 
mily fortune centering in Vanefla, (he retired 
to Selbridge, a fmall houfe and eftate about 
twelve miles from^JDublin, which had been 
purchafed by her father. From this' p^ce 
ihe wrote frequently to the Dean, and preflVd 
him, cither to accept or rcf ufe her as a wife v 
upon which he wrote an anfwer, and deliver- 
ed it with bis own hand. The receipt of this, 
which probaebly communicated, the fatal fe- 

crec 
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crct of his marriage with Stella, the iinhap* 
py lady did notfurvive many weeks ; how- 
ever, (he was fufficiently compofed to cancel 
a will fhe had. formerly made in the Dean's 
favour, and to make another, in which flic 
left her fortune to her two executors, Dr. 
Berkeley Bifhop of Cloyne, and- Mr. Mar* 
jftall, one of the King's ftrjeants at law. 

From 1716 to 1720 is a chafm in the 
Dean's life, which it has been difficult to fill • 
up : Lord Orrery thinks, with great reafon,- 
that he employed this time- upon Gulliver's 
Travels. This work is a moral pr#licical ro<» 
mance, in which Swift has exerted rheftrong- 
cft efforts of a fine irregular genius ; but 
while his imagination and wit delight^ it is • 
hardly poifible not to be fdmetimey offend- 
ed with his fatire, which fets not only all hu- 
man aiftions, but human nature iifelf, in the ' 
worft light. The truth is. Swift's difap- 
pointmtrnts had rendered hirn fplenetic and 
angry with the whole world, and he frequent- 
ly indulged himfelf in a mifanthropy that is 
intolerable; he has done To particularly in 
fome parts of this work. About this time * 
the Dean, who had already acquired the cha- 
ravfter of a huniourifl: and wit, wasfirft regard- 
ed with general kindnefs, as the patriot of 
Ireland. He writ a propofalfor the Irifh ma- 
mifadures, which made him very popular ; 
the more fo, as it immediately raifed a violent 
jame, fo that a profccution was commenced 
againlt the printer. In 172^^, he writ the 

c 3 * D^^^NS.\'^ 
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Drapier*$ Letters ; thofc brazen monuments' 
of his fame, as Lord Orrery calls them. A 
patent having been iniquitoudy procured 
by one Wood, to coin 1 80,000 1. in copper 
for the ufc of Ireland, by which he would 
have acquired exorbitant gain, and propor*- 
tionably imp<:'verifhed the nation •, the Dean, 
in the character of a draper, wrote a feries of 
letters to the people, urging them not to 
receive this copper money. Thefe letters ui 
nited the whole nation in his praife, filled e- 
very ftr.et with his effigy, and every voice 
with acclamations -, and Wood, though fup- 
ported for fome time, was at length compel- 
led to withdraw hi^ patent, and his money ivas 
totally fuppreffed. From this time the Dean*s 
influence in Ireland was almoft without 
bounds : He was confultcd in whatever rela^ 
ted to domeftic pohcy, and particularly to 
trade. The weavers always confidered hina 
as their patron and legiflator, after his pro- 
pofal for the ufe of Iriih manufaAures j and 
when eleftions were depending for the city 
of Dublin, many corporations refiifed to de- 
clare thcmfelves, till they knew his fentiments 
and inclinations. Over the populace he was 
themoft abfolute monarch that ever govern^ 
ed men ; and he was regarded by pcrfons of 
every rank with veneration and efteem. 

He was feveral times in England on a vific 
to Mr. Pope, after his f.ttlement at the deane- 
ry, particularly in 1726 and 1727. On the 
^8th of January 1727, died hi^ beloved Stel- 
^^ la. 
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k, in the 44th year of her age, regretted by 
the Dean, with fuch excefs of affedion, as 
the kccneft fenfibility only could feel, and 
the moft excellent charaftcr excite ; (he had 
been declining from the year 1724. Stdia* 
was a moft amiable woman, both in pirfon 
and mind. Her ftature was tall, her hair 
and eyes black, her complexion iairand deli- 
cate, her features regular, foft, and animat- 
ed, her (hape eafy and elegant, and her man** 
ner feminine, polite, and graceful: There 
was natural muflc in her voice, and compla- 
cency in her afpcft : (he abounded with wit, 
which was always accompanied with good na« 
ture ; her rirtue was founded upon humani* 
ty, and her religion upon realbn ; her morals 
were uniform, but not rigid, and her dcvoci- 
on was habitual, but not oftentatious. ** Why 
** the Dean did not (boner marry this moft 
•• excellent perfon ^ why he married her at 
*^ all*, why his marriage was fo cautioufly 
*' concealed ; and why he was never known 
** to meet her but in the prefence of a third 
** perfon, are inquiries which no man can 
** anfwer," fays the writer of his life, •' with- 
•' out abfurdity/' Nor fo far at leaft, if not 
fomething farther, we think, may be anfwer- 
ed, and without abfurdity too. *^ He did 
" not marry her fooner,** we fay, becaufe his 
original intention was not to marry her at all : 
he never fufFcrcd his behaviour towards fe- 
males to exceed the limits of Platonic love •, 
and the innocence of his commerce with Va* 
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much retired, and the aufterity of his temr- 
pcr increal'ed : h'J could not enjoy his public 
davs; thefe entertainments were therefore 
difcontinuedy and he fometinoes avoided the 
company of his moft intinwte friends :' b\» 
in time he grew naore defirous of conapany. 
In 1732-, he complains, in a letter to Mr. 
Gay, that ^* he had a large houfe, ai>d (hould 
'^ hardly find one vifitor, if he was not able 
•• to hire him with a bottle of wine:** and 
in another to Mr. Pope, that '^ he was in dan- 
** ger of dyiwg poor and friendlefs, even his^ 
•♦ female friends having forfaken him; 
** which,** as he fays, " vexed him moft.*^' 
Thefe complaints were afterwards repeated in 
a (train of yet greater fenfibility and felf-piryt 
** All my friends have forfaken me:" 



tc 



Firtiginojus^ inafs, /urdttTj nmk gratm 
amiciSj 
-Deaf, giddy, helplefs^ left alone,. 
** To all my friends a burden grown* 

As he lived much m folitude»,he.frequcnt4 
ly amufed himlclf with writing", :-«id it is vcf 
ry remarkable, that although/ his mind was 
greatly deprefled, and.his principal . enjoyr 
ment at an end when. Mi&Johnfon. died, yet 
there is an air. of levity and tridlng in fome 
of the pieccs.he wrote afterwards, that is not 
to be found, ia any other : fuch in particular 
are his diredions to Icrvants, and feveral of 
his letters; to.. nis . friend . Dr. bhcridan. In 
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T733, when the attempt was made to repeal 
the tcft adl in Ireland, the diffenters often af- 
feded to call themfelves Brother- proteilants, 
and Fcllow-Chriftians, with the menibcrs of 
the eftabliihed church. Upon this occafion 
the Dean wrote a (hort copy of verfes*, which 
fo provoked one Bettefworth, a lawyer and 
member of the Irifli parliament^ that he 
fwore, in the hearing of many perfons, to re- 
venge himfcU either by mAirdering or mainv- 
ing the author ; and, for this purpofe, he en- 
gaged his footman, with two ruffians, to ie« 
cure the Dean wherever he could be found. 
This being known, thirty of the nobility and 
gentry, within the liberty of St. Katrick*s, 
waited upon the Dean in form, and prefent- 
ed a paper fubfcribed with their names, in 
which they folemnly engaged, in behalf of 
themfelves and the reft of the liberty^ to de-^ 
fend his perfon and fortune, as the friend and 
henefaftor of his xountry. W hen this paper 
^as delivered. Swift was in bed, deaf and gid- 
dy, yet made a fhift to didatc a proper an- 
fwer -f-. Tjhefcfits of deafnefs and giddincfs, 

which 

♦ Thns at tl»c bat tliat Blockhead Bcttcfworth, 
Thoueh half a crown o'erpays his fweat's worth, 
Whn knows in law nor text nor oiargent. 
Calls Singleton bis broth£r«ferjeant. 

f The Dean's anfw^r was as follows. 

* Gentlemen, 
' I receive, with great thankfulnefs, thefe man^ kind 
' exprdibns cf your concern for my fafety, as well as 
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Mrbich were the effedls of bis forfeit, bci 
be was twenty years old, became more j 
quenc and violent in proportion as he gi 
into years: and in 1736, while he was writ 
a faiire on the Irifli parliament, which he < 
led The Legion Club, he was feized with 
of thefe fits, the eflfefts of which was fo drc 
ful, that hc.lcft the copy unfiniflied, and 
ver afterwards attempted a compofition eit 
in profc or vcrfc that required the courfe 
thinking, or pei-baps more than one fitting 
finifh. 



' your declared refolution to defend me (as far as 
' laws of God and man ^VA allow) againfl all mor 

> ers and ruffians, who (hall attempt to enter into 
' liberty with any bloody and wiclosd detigns upon 
' life, my Ma>b«, my houfe, or my goods. Gentler 

> my life is in the hands of God, and, whether it 

» be cut oflP by rrcachcry, or open violence, or by 
I common way of other men, as long as it contic 
( 1 fhall ever bear a grateful memory for this fa' 
( you have ihewn, beyond my expe^tion, and ai 

• exceeding n\y wifhes. The inhabitants of the ii 

> ty, as well as thofe of the neighbouihood, have 1 
» with me in great amity for near twenty years ; w 
( I am confident will never diminifh duiing my Hi 
« am chiefly forry, that> by two cruel difordcrs of c 

> nefs and eiddinefs, which have purfued me for 

• - months, I am not in a condition either to hear 61 

• ceive yon, much lef^ to return you my moil fin 
« acknowledgements, which in julUce and gratitu 

< ought to do. May God blefs you and your fan: 

< in ihis world, and make you for ever happy in 
acxt.* 

1 Fi 
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TP'rom this time his mcrnory was pe ccivcd 
gradually to decHne, and his paflions to per- 
vert his undcrftanding -, and in 1741 he wa!l 
fo very bad, as to be utterly incapable of 
converfation. Strangers were not permitted 
to approach him, and his friends found" it ne- 
ceflary to have guardians appointed of Ini 
pcrfon and eftate- Early in 1741, his reaion 
was fubverted, and his rage became abfolute 
rftadncfs. In CKftober his left eye fwelled to 
the fize of an egg, and feveral large joils 
broke out in his arms and body ; the extreme 
pain of which kept him awake near a month, 
and, during one week, it was with dilKculty 
that five perfons reftrained him by mere farce 
from pulhng out his own eyes. Upon the 
fubflding of thefe tumours, he knew thofe a- 
bout liim ; and appeared fofar to have reco- 
vered his undcrftanding and temper, that there 
were hopes he might once more enjoy (bcicty. 
Thefe hopes, however, were but of Ihort du- 
ration : tor, a few days afterwards, he funk 
into a ftate oftotal infcnfibihty, flept much, 
and could, not, without great difliculty, be 
prevailed on to walk crofs the room. This 
was the cffeft of another bodily difeale, his 
brain being loaded with water. Mr. Stevens, 
an ingenious clergyman of Dublin, pronoun- 
ced this to be the cafe during his illnefs; and 
upon opening his body, it appeared that hi* 
was not miltaken. After the Dean had con- 
tinued filenc a whole year, in this ftate of ^ 
helplefs idiotifm, his houfe-kcepcr went iiuo^ 

Vol. I. d V-" 
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his room on the 30th of November in the 
morning, and told him, it was his birth-day, 
and that bonfires and illuminations were pre- 
paring to celebrate it as ufual : to which he 
immediately replied, " Jt is all folly, they had 
*' better let it alone." Some other inftances 
of ftiort intervals of fenfibility and reafon, after 
his madnefs ended in ftupor, feem to prove^ 
that his diforder, whatever it was, had not 
deftroyed, but only fufpended the powers of 
his mind. In 1744, be now and then called 
liis fervent by name-, and once attempting to 
fpeak to<him, but not being able to exprefs 
his meaning, he fliewed figns of much un- 
eafinefs •, anclat laft faid, " 1 am a fool." Once 
afterwards, as his fervant was taking away his 
•watch, he faid, ^* bring it here:" and wken 
the fame fervant was breaking a large hard 
coal, he faid, *' that is a (lone, you block-. 
'* head." From this time he was perfectly fi-, 
lent, till the latter end of.Odober 1745, and 
then died, without the leafl: .pang or convul- 
fion, in the 78th year of his age. 

His charader was very Angular, and has 
been attempted by feveral writers, the fub- 
ftance of which is as follows. In hispcrfon, 
he was large, robull, and mafculine, his de- 
portment was commanding, and his walk 
cred:. His voice was fharp and high toned, 
efpecially when he read prayers, but not 
effeminate •, and there was a natural feverity 
in his afpcdt, which even his fmiles could 
fcarcc foften, nor could his utmoft gaiety re- 
lax 
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hx. He was cleanly even to fupcrftition ; his 
nails were always paired to the quick, to pre- 
vent the leaft gathering of dirt under them, 
and he never dreffed without a bafon of water 
by him, with which he carefully cleanfed hia 
feet. Among his fingularities, were his refolu- 
tion never to wear fpedacles, and his obftinate 
perfeverance iti the ufe of too much exercife. 
Regularity was peculiar to him in all his ac- 
tions, even in the grea^eft trifles. His hours 
of walking and reading never varied. His mo- 
tions were guided by his watch, which was {o 
conftantly held in his hand, or placed before 
him on the table, that he fcldom deviated ma- 
ny minutes in the daily revolutions of his ex- 
ercifea and. employments. His manoer was 
without ceremony, but not ruftic •, for he had 
a perfeft knowledge of all the modes and va- 
riations of politenefs and complaifance, which 
iiepradlifed in a manner peculiar to himfelf; 
tnd the refpeft that was due to him by thefe 
rules, he took care to exact, without the leaft 
abatement. He had feen the great world, 
and profited much by his experience. His ca- 
pacity and ftrength of mind were undeniably 
equal to any talk whatlbever. His pride, his 
fpirit, or his ambition, call it by what name 
you pleafe, was boundlcfs; bat his views 
were checked in his younger years, and the 
anxiety of that difappointment had a vifiblc 
effect upon all hisaftions. He was four and 
fevere, but not abfolutely ill-natured. He 
wasfociable only to particular friends, and to 
d 2 thei 
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them only at parEicular hours- In company 
his rule was never to fpeak more than a 
minute at A time, and then to wait at 
lead as long for others to take up the 
conyerfatiofi. His colloquial ftile, like that 
of his writing, w^s clear, forcible, and concife* 
He greatly excelled in punning, a ulent, h^ 
faid, which no man afFcfted to defpife, but 
thofe who were without it. But his con-^ 
verfation abounded with turns of wit of a 
higher kirid, The Dean alfb greatly excell- 
ed in telling a ftory, his fentences were ftiort 
and perfpicuous, his ©Nervations piercing; 
and though in t'le latter part af his life he 
was very apt totell his ftories too dften, yet 
his wit, as well as his virtues, was always fu- 
perior to the wretched expedients of thofe 
defpicable batebjers, who arc perpetually at- 
tempting to put off double entendre and pro- 
fanenefe for wit and humour. His converfa^ 
lion was in the hjgheft degree chafte, and 
wholly free from the lealt lindure of irreli* 
gion. As he was zealous to preferve all the 
delicacies of converfation, he was always beft 
plcafed, when fomc of the company were la* 
dies. He had not the leaft tincture of vanity 
in his c >nverfation ; he was ufed to fay, he 
was too proud to be vain. He generally 
fpoke as he thought, in all companies, and 
at all times. If the converfation turned up- 
on lerious iubjcfts, he was neither petulant 
in the debate, nor negligent of the iffue. He 
lirpuld liltea with great attention to the ar- 
Ik gu meats 
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guments of others, and whether he was en- 
gage<l or not in the argument, he would re- 
capitulate what had been laid, (late the quef- 
tion ^ich great clearnefe and prex;ifio$i, point 
out the controverted particular, and appeal 
to the opinion either of ibme neutral perfon, 
or of the majoritf. It is however true^ that 
he kept his friends in fome degree of awe, 
and wa6 therefore rather an entertaining, than 
a defirable gueft. He was open to adulation 
and could not, or would not diftinguifh be^ 
twetKi low flattery and juft-appiaufe. Yet he 
was not Icfs open to admonition, if it was of- 
fered without arrogance, and by perfoos of 
Iv^hofe ability and honefty he liad no doubt. 
Siich was Swift as a companion ; as a mafter, 
he was not lefs remarkable. As he ezpedted 
pundual, ready, and implicit obedience, he 
ilways tried hii fervants when he hired them, 
by fome tcft of their humility* Among other 
qiieftions, he always alked whether they un- 
. derftood cleaning Ihocs, ** becaufe^*' faid he, 
" my kitchen -wench has a fcuUion that does 
" her drttdgery,. and one part of the bufinefs 
•' -of my- gro&m and foocman, is coniiantly to 
«* dean her flioes by twrns •," if tivcy fcruplcd 
this, the t^aty was at an end-, if not, he 
gave them a further hearing. He appeared 
10 be churlifli andauftere to his domcftics in 
general; but in reality was a good mafter. 
As a member of civil focicty, he was a zea- 
lous advocate for liberty, the idetedlor of 
fraud, and the fcourgeof oppneffion. In poli- 
d 2 <fc tic^' 
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tics he was neither Whig nor Tory, Jacobvte 
nor Republican ; he was Dr. Swift. As an 
ecclcfiaftic, he was fcrupuloufly exaft, in the 
exercife of his fundion, as well with regard 
to fpiritual as temporal things. He was ex^ 
tremely exaft and confcientioiis in promoting 
the members of his choir according to their 
merit, and never advanced any perfon to a, 
vicarage, who was not qualified in all refpeAs 
in the higheft degree. He could never be in^- 
duced to take fines for any of the chapter- 
lands. He always chofe to raife the rents, as 
the method leaft opprcffive to the prefent te- 
nant, and moft advantageous to all future te- 
nants and landlords 5 he conftantly refufed to 
give charity out of the chapter-funds, which 
he alleged were fcarce fufficient to maintain 
the neceflary repairs of the cathedral, and he 
expended more money to fupport and adorn 
it, than had been applied to the fame ufe in 
any period of equal length fince it was firft 
built. He was a faithful guardian of the 
rights of his deanery, and even determined to 

' affert his right of abfence againft the Arqhbi- 
fhop of Dublin, at the expence of feveral 
hundred pounds, when he did not believe he 
fliould ever again claim the privileges for 
himfelf ; becaufe he would not l.urt his fuc- 
ceffor by an injurious precedent. The poor, 
in the liberty of his cathedral, were better re- 
gulated than any other in the kingdom : They 
were all badged, and were never found beg* 
ing out of their diftridk. For thefe he built 

^L 9 and 



Dk. swift. xliii 

and furnilhecl a little alms-lioufc, being affift- 
ed by fome voluntary contributions, and he 
preferved among them uncommon cleanlincfs 
and decency, by conftantly vifiting them in 
perfon. Nor was his care and kindnefs con- 
fined to his cathedral : he improved his li- 
ving of Laracor, though he continued there 
but a fhort time, and left both the houfe and 
glebe a convenient and agreeable retreat to 
his fecceffor, at a confiderable expence. In 
his private capacity, he was not only chari- 
table but generous, and whatever mifanthro- 
py may be found in his writings there does 
not appear to have been any in his life. His 
writings in defence of the poor people of Ire- 
land are well known, and that he might not 
be wanting himfclf, while he pleaded their 
caufe with others, he conftantly lent out a 
large fum of money, in fmallportions, to ho« 
neft, induftrious, and neccflitous tradefmen, 
upon eafy terms. Befides this, he frequently 
gave five and ten pounds, without any parade, 
when proper objeAs offered. He was dili- 
gent to relieve the poor, and, at the fame 
time, to encourage induftry, even in the low- 
eft ftation -, he ufed regularly to vifit a great 
number of poor, chiefly women, as well in* 
in the public ftreets, as in. the bye-allies, and 
under the arches of Dublin. If he was not 
exempt from the infirmity of laving money, 
yet he was clear of the vice. It his oeconomy 
degenerated into avarice, it muft be confef- 
fed it did not contraft his bounty. He turn- 
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cd all the evil of cxceffive frugality upon him- 
felf-, it induced hini to walk, when he had 
been ufed to ride, and he would then fay, he 
had earned a Ihilling or eighteen pence^ 
which he had a right to do what he pleafed 
with, and which he conftantly applied to his 
nfual charities, which by this expedient he 
could continue, and yet expend fcfs upou the 
whole than before, Whilft he abounded in 
charity, he was not left diligem in the prac- 
tice of other virtues, or lefs devout and con» 
ftant in the folemnities of religion. He was^ 
remarkably temperate, both in eating and 
drinking. He was not only j^uft, but punc- 
tual in his dealings, and he had an inviolable, 
regard for truth. As he conftantly attended 
divine worftiip when he W4S at home, fo he 
nfed always to go early to church when he 
was in London, and never to fleep without 
afTcmbling his family in his own chamber to 
prayers. An abhorrence of hypocrify was a 
ftriking particular in his chara^Her •, he even 
carried it to fuch an excefs, that it is not ea* 
fy to determine, whether it was more a vir- 
tue tha-n a vice v for it bnought upon hira the 
charge of irnligion, and encouraged others 
to be irreligiolw. In proportion as lie abhor- 
ped hypocrify, he dreaded the ifnpu ration of it^ 
and therefore concealed his piety with as much 
diligence, as others conceal their vices, which 
cuftom has not made reputable. As his ab- 
horrence of hypocrily exempted him from af* 
fcftation^ the natural equity of his mind fe- 

cured 
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cured him againft envy. He cultivated ge" 
nius wherever he found it, and in. whatcvc^ 
degree, with great zeal and affiduity ; and 
would frequently fpend much time in correc- 
ting and improving any literary compoHtions 
that had the leaft appearance of ingenuity. 
As a writer, he had' no equal. His ftile is 
mafterly, correal, and ftrong, never diffulive, 
yet always clear ; and if we confider it in com- 
parifon of his predeccflbrs, he has outdone 
them all, and is one, perhaps the chief, of 
thofe few feledl Englifh writers, who have ex- 
celled in elegance and propriety of language. 
In politics, his favourite topic, he appears 
like a mafterly gladiator ; he wields the fword 
of party with eafe, juftnefs, an J dexterity, 
and while he entertains the ignorcnt and the 
vulgar, he draws an equal attention from the 
learned and the great. When he is fcrious, 
his gravity becomes him ; when he laughs, 
his readers muft laugh with him. In poeiry, 
he would not take pains toexcdl: but be- 
came, in fome meafure, fupefiorto it, and 
aflumed more the air and manner of a critic, 
than a poet. But what fhall be faid for his 
love of trifles, and his want of delicacy and 
decorum? Forgive him thefe errors, and 
draw a veil over certain excrefccnces of wit 
and humour i you will then admire him as an 
honour to the public, and a fcourgc to all the 
knaves and fools of his time. Upon the whole, 
his conduA was greatly variegated, fo much 

as 
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AS to appear even capricious and contradidlo* 
ry. However, if we look a little deeper 
than the furface, thefe feeming contradidtir 
ons will be found to arife from the fame prirv- 
ciples. Swift was naturally temperate and 
chaftc, it was therefore eafy for him to be 
frugal ; but he was alfo naturally high-fpirit- 
ed : and therefore^ as wealth is the pledge of 
independence, it is not ftrange his frugalit)r 
fhould verge to excefs. However, as he a<3:^ 
ed upoa Chriftian principles of general vir- 
tue, he did not deliver hi mfelf up to natural 
propenfions, when contrary to his duty ; and 
therefore his love of money did not contraft 
his charity to the poor, or defraud his fuc- 
ceffors to enrich himfelf. The feme fpirir 
which fecured his integrity, by difdaining the 
meannefs of a lie, produced that dread of hy- 
pocrify which concealed his piety^ and be- 
trayed him into appearances of evil : and the 
fame want of natural tenderncfs which made 
him obdurate and auftere, transferred the 
diftribution of his liberality from inftinft to 
religion. Such was Jonathan ^vcift^ whofe 
life, with all the advantages of genius and 
learning,, was a fcalc of infelicity, gradually 
afcending, till pa4n and anguifli dellroyed the 
faculties by which they were felt. An in- 
ftruftive leflbn'to teach the wile humility,, 
and the fimple content. 

By his will, which is dated in May 1740, 
juft before he ceafed to be a reafonable being, 

he 
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he left about 1200I. in legacies*; and the 
reft of his fortune, which amounted to about 
1 4,000 1. to ercfl: and endow an hofpital for i- 
deots and lunatics. He was buried in the 
great ifle of St. Patrick's cathedral, under a 
ftone of black marble, infcribed with the 
following Latin epitaph : It was written by 
himfelf, and ftiews a moft unhappy mifanthro- 
pic ft ate of mind. 

*' Hie def>oGtum eft corpus 

" Jonathan Swift, S. T. P. 

*' Hujus ecclefise cathcdralis decani 

*• Ubi faeva indignatio ulterius cor lacerarc 

nequif, 

" Abi, viator, & imitare, 

" Sipoteris, 

^* Strenuumpro virili libertatis vindicatorem. 

** Obiit, &c." 

'^ * His will, like all liis oiTicr writingf, is drawn up 
in a peculiar manner. P ven in fo fcrious a compofuioa 
he could not help indulging himfelf in leaving legacies 
that carry with them an air of raillery and jeft. He 
difpofes of his three hats, his bed, his fecond beil, and 
his third bed beaver, with an ironical folemnity that 
renders the bequefls ridiculous. He bequeaths * to 

* Mr, John Gratton a filver box, to keep in ic the to- 

* bacco which the "faid John ufually chewed, called 

* pigtail.' But his legacy to Mr. Robert Gratton is 
ilill more extraordinary. ' Item, I bequeath to Mr. 

* Robert Gratton, prebendary of St. Andrew's, my 

* ftrong box, on condition of his giving the fole ufe of 
/ the faid box to'his brother. Dr. James Gratton, du- 

* ring the life of the fawd Dofior, who hath more oc- 

* caiion for it.' ^ 
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Some Part icuLAksf concerning Dr. Swift, 
Taken from Mrs, PiLKri^GTON'i Memoirs. 

MRS. Pilklngton's acquaintance' with DK 
Swift cbmtncnced from fending him the 
lines on his birth-day, vol. 8. p. 349. Thefe the 
Dean received very kindly, and faid, he would fee 
her whenever flie plcafcd. 

A few days after, flie was introduced to ih6 
Dean in Dr. Delany's garden atDelville, by a gen- 
tlewoman- He falut^d her, and afked t>he lady, if, 
Ihe was her daughter ? The lady fmiled, and faid 
fhe was Mrs. Pilkington. «' What," fays he, 
** chis poor little child married ! God help her, fhc 
«* is early engaged to trouble,'* The Dean enga- 
ging Mr. Pilkington to preach for him at the cathe- 
dral next Stinday, invited her, with the reft of the 
company, to dinner. As the communion is ad-' 
miniftcred every Sunday in St. Patrick's church, 
Mrs. Pilkington was charmed to fee with what a 
becoming piety the Dean performed that holy fer- 
vice, which he had fo much at heart, that he want- 
ed not the affiftance of the liturgy, but went quite 
through It without eVer looking on the book. He 
bowed at the table ; which behaviour was cenfured, 
as favouring of piopery. But this ;circumftafice may 
vindicate him from the wicked afperfioo of being 
deemed an unbelietex', fince it is plain he had the 
utmoft reverence for the eucharift. Service being 
ended, the Dean was furrounded at the church- 
door, by a crowd of poor; to all of whom he 
2 gave 
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charicj, except an old woman,, who held out a ve- 
ry dirty hand to him. He told her, very gravely. 
That though (he was a beggar, water was not fo 
fcarce but (he might have waflied her hands. When 
they came to the deanry, the Dcaii kindly faluted 
Mrs. Pilkington, and, without allowing her time 
to fit down, bade her come and fee his library ; but 
merrily told Mr. Pilkington, who was for follow- 
ing them, that he did not defire his company. 
•* Well," faid he to her, •* I have brought you 
** here to (hew you all the money I got when I was 
** in the miniftry ; but don't fteal any of it." ** I 
*• won't indeed, Sir," faid (lie. So opening a ca- 
binet, he (hewed her a parcel of empty drawers ; 
*' Blefsme." fays he, *' the money is flown ' He 
then opened his bureau, wherein he had a great 
number of. curious trinkets of various kinds, (bme 
of Which were prefented to him by the Earl and 
Countois of Oxford, Lady Ma(ham, and Lady 
Betty Germain. At laft coming to a drawer filled 
with medals, he bade her chuCe two tor herfelf ; 
bur he could not help fmiling, when flie began to 
poize them iii her hands, chuiing them by weight 
rather than antiquity. 

At dinner, the Dean's behaviour was very hu- 
mourous. He placed himfelf at. the head of his 
table, oppofite to a great pier gUfs, fo that he 
could fee in the glafs whatever the fervants did be- 
hind him. He was ferved entirely in plate, with 
great elegasce. But the beef being over-roaftcd, 
put the company all in confufion. The Dean call- 
ed for the' cook maid, and ordered her to take the 
beef down (lairs, and do it lefs. She anfwered, 
very innocently, that (he could not. *• Why, what 
•* fort of a. creature are you," fays he, '* to com- 
** mit a fault which cannot be amended !*' And 
turning to Mrs. Pilkington, he faid very gravely, 
•' That he hoped, as the cook was a woman of gc- 
•* nius, he (hould, by this manner of arguing, be 

VoL.L e *• able I 
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** able, in about a year's time, to convince her that 
** fhc had better fend up the meat too little than 
•' too much done ;" charging the men-fcrvants, 
tvhenever they imagined the meat was ready, they 
fhould take it, fpit and all, and bring it Up by force, 
promifing to aid them in cafe the cook refifted. 
Then turning his eye on the looking- glafs, he c- 
fpied the butler opening a bottle of ale*; and help- 
ing himfclf to the firft glafs, be very kindly jutu- 
bled the reft together, that his ma^cr and guefts ^ 
might all £Xre alike. " Ha I friend/' faid the 
Dean, ** Sharp's the word, I find^ you drank my 
** ale, for which I ilop two {hillings of your board- 
<• nyages this week ; for I fcorn to^bc outdone ia 
-^^^ any thing, even in cheating." 

Dinner beiog ended, the Dean thanked Mr. 
Pilkington for his fermon ; •* I nivcr,*' faid he, 
•* preached but twice in my life ; and' then they 
'« were not lermons, but pamphlets." Ml-s. Pil- 
kington afked him, what might be the fubjeft of 
them ? He told her, they were againft Wood's 
halJFpcnce. Having afked Mr. and Mrs. Pilking- 
ton, iH they could fmoke ; and being anfwered that 
they did not ; " 'Tis a fign,'- faid he, *' you were 
** neither of you bred in theuniverfity of Oxford ; 
•* for drinking and fmoking are the firft rudi- 
•* mcnts of learning taught there i and in thcfe two 
^* art^j IK) univerfity in Europe can outdo them.'* 
Having a&cd Mrs. Pi)kington, if fhe had any 
faults ? " Pray Mr. Dean," faid Dr. Dclany,. 
»* why will you be fo unpolite as to fuppofe Mrs* 
«« Pilkington has any faults ?" *• 1*11 tell you,'* re- 
plied the Dean, ^* whenever I fee a number of a- 
*' greeable qualities in any perfon, 1 am always 
«* fure they have bad ones fufficient to poife the 
** fcale." Mrs. Pilkington bowed, and told him, he 
did her great honour ; in that copying Bp. Berke- 
ley, whom (he had frequently heard declare. 
That when any fpeech was made to him, which 

might 
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might be condrued either into a compliment or aa 
affront, or that had two handles, he always took 
hold of the heft. 

The Dean then afked Mrs. Pilkiogton, if fhe were " 
a (^een, what fhe would chuie ta have after din- 
ner ? She anfwered, ** Your CQnvrriation, Sir/* 
** Pooh,*' faid he, *' I mean, what regale ?" ** A 
" diih of coffee. Sir," anfwered fhe. •« Why 
** then," faid he, •* I will fo far make you as happy 
** as a Qpecn; you (hall have fome in perfeAion : 
** for when i was chaplain to the Earl ot Berke- 
*' ley, who was in the government here, I was 
** fo pdor, I was obliged to keep a coffee houfe» 
* 'and all the nobility retorted to it to talk treafon." 
The Dean ihen fet about making the coffee ; but 
the fire fcorching his hand, he called to Mrs. Pit- 
kington to reach him his glove; and changing the 
coEl^ pot to his left hand, held out his right on^, • 
ordering hfcrto put the glc>ve on it ; which accord- ' 
ingly (he did ; when taking up part of his gown to 
fan himfclf with, and a£ting in the chara£ter of a 
prudifh lady, he faid, '* Well, I do not know what 
** to think : women may be honeft that do fuch 
**^ things ; but^ for my part, I never could bear tb 
*' touch any man's fUib — except my hufband's: 
<^ whom, perhaps, (faid he) fhe wiihed at the de- 

" Mr. Pilkington,'* faid he, ** you would not 
*• tell roc your wife's faults ; but I have found" het 

** out to be a d- n'd infolent, proud, unman* 

•' nerly flut." «« What has fhe done now ?" faid 
Mr. Pilkington. " Done," &id the Dean ; *« why 
** nothing, but fat there quietly, and never once 
'* offered to interrupt me in making the coffee ; - 
^*^ whereas a lady of modem good -breeding would 
*' have ftruggled with me for the coffee-pot, till 
*^ fhe had made me fcald myfelf and her, and made 
'* me throw the coffee in the fire, or perhaps at 

c 2 " h«r^ 
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'* her head, rather than permit oie to take f© 
** much troiible for her." 

Mrs. Pilkington ftaid at home with theDeait du- 
ring the time of the afternooa fervice ; and he 
-made her read his Hiftory of the four laft years of 
Q^ Anne, afking her, at the conclufion. of every 
period, whether flic underftood it ? ** for I would," 
faid he, **.have it intelligible to the meaheft capa- 
" city; and if you comprehend' it, 'tis poffible eve- 
.'* body may/* 

She accompanied the Dean to evening prayers ;. 
and on their return to the deanry^ he told M^. and 
Mrs. Pilkington, that he gave them leave to flay to 
fupper ; which, from him, was a fufficient invita- 
tion; The Dean then decanted a bottle of wine ; 
•and the laft glafs being muddy, he called to Mr. 
Pilkington to drink it ; ** for," faye he, ** I always 
." keep fome poor parfon to drink ihc foul wine for 
me." Mr. Pilkington entering into his humour, 
thanked him, and told him, he did not know the 
difference, but was glad to get a gla(s at any rate. 
*• Why then," faid the Dean, ** you (han't ; for 
** Pll drink it my.felf Why p—x take you, you arc 
'* wifer than a paltry curate, whom I alked to dine 
>* with me a few days ago ; for, upon my making 
*^ the fame fpesch to him, he told me he did not 
** underftand fuch ufagc; and fo walked off wiih- 
*' out his dinner.- By the fame token, I told the 
*' gentleman who recommended him to me, that 
*' the felk>w was a blockhead, and I had done 
" with him.*' 

The Dean then miffing his golden bottle fcrew, 
told Mrs. Pilkington very flernly, he was fure {he 
had flolen it. She affirmed very feiioufly, fhe had 
not. Upon which he looked for it, and found it 
where he himfelf had laid it : •* 'Tis well for you,'' 
faid he, '* that I have got it, or I would have char- 
" ged you with theft." " Why, pray, Sir,'* faid 
fhe, ^' fhould I be fufpcAed more than any other 

" pcrfoD 
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*• perfon in the company ?" *• For a very good rca- 
** fon," faidhc, ** becaufe joirare the poorcft/' 

Ac their going away, the Dean handed Mi'$. PiN 
kington down all the (Veps to the coach, thanking 
theoi for the honour of their company, at the iamo 
time flipping into her hand as much money as Mr. 
Pilkington and flie had given at the offering in the 
morning, and coach hire alfo ; which flie durft not 
refufe, left (he fliOeld have been deemed as great a 
blockhead as the parfon who refufed the thick wine. 

In one of the Dean's periodical fits of deafnefs 
he fent for Mrs. Pilkington ; who having come, he 
brought out to hei; a large book, finely bound in 
Tdrkey leather, and- handfomely gik; ^*This,** 
(aid he, " is a tranflation of the epilVles of Horace, 
'* a prefent to me from the author ; 'tis a fpecial 
**'good covers but I have a mind there fliould be 
<^ fomething valuable within fide of it.". So, ta- 
king out his pen-knife, he cut out all the leaves 
cloie to the inner margin « "Now," faid he *• I 
** will give thcfe what they greatly want ;"and put 
them aH into^ the fire. ^* Your tafk. Madam, is to 
'^ pafte in thefe letters io'this cover, in the order ' 
** I fhall give them to you: I intended to do it my- 
*' felf, but that 1 thought it might be - a pretty a- 
•* mufement for a child ; io I iient for you." She 
told him fhe was extremely proud to be honoured- 
v^ith his commands ; but Tequ«fted to have leave to 
read^the^lecters as fhe went on. ** Why,*' faid the 
Dean, ** pirovidcd you- will acknowledge your- 
*' felf amply rewarded for your trouble, I don't. 
** much care if I indulge youfo far." 

In reading the letters, fhe could not avoid re- 
marking to the Dean, that, notwithflanding the 
firiendfhfp Mr. Pope profefTed for Mr. Gay, he 
could not forbear a great many fatirical, or, if fhe. 
might be allowed to fay fo, envious remarks on tli6 
fuccefs o£ the Beggar's Opera. The Dean very 
frankly owned, he did not think Mr. Pope was fo. ^ 
e 3. C9ca^\d*>' 
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candid to the merle of other writers as he ' ought to 
be. She thea ventured to afk the Dean, whether 
he thought the lines Mr. Pope addreHes him with 
in the beginning of the Dunciad> were any compli* 
ment to h m ? viz 

tboul Vihativer title pkafe thine ear. 

" I believe,'* faid he, •' they were meant as fuch, 
*' but they are very ftifl'." 'Mndeed, Sir," faid 
** (he, he is (o perfeftly a mafter of harmonious 
*^ numbers,, that, had his heart been the leaA af- 
** fedted with the iubjeA, he muft have writ better. 
** How cold, how forced, are his lines to you, 
" compared with yours to him V* 

Hail, happy Pope, ivhofe generous mindy Sec. 

" Ilere we fee the mafterly poet, and the warm» 
•• fincere, generous friend ; while he, according to 
**^ the charafter he gives of Mr. Addifon, damns 

•• with/dint praife.". «« Well,*' replied the Dean,. 

** I'll &ew you a late letter of his." He did fo; 
and Mrs. Filkington was furprifed to find it filled 
with low and ungentleman-iike refiedlions, both on 
Mr. Gay, and the two noble perfons who honour- 
ed him with their patronage after his difappoint- 
ment at court. *• Well, Madam," faid the Dean, 
^< what do you think of that letter?" (feeing fhc 
had gone quite through it). " Indeed, Sir," (re- 
plied flie) ** I am forry I have read it : for it gives 
** me reafon to think, there is no fuch thing, as a 
*• fincere friend to be met with in the world."—— 
*• Why," replied he, ^Vauthors are as jealous of 
^* their prerogative as kings : and can no qiore 
** bear a rival in the empire of wit, than k monarch 
<< could in his dominions." Mrs. ^ Filkington then 
obferving a Latin ientence writ in Italics, defired 
Dean to explain it. *' No/' replied he, fmiling, 

*' ru 
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*'- lyi leave that for your hufband to do. Til fend 
** for him to dine with us, and, in the mean time, 
'< we'll go and take a walk in Naboth's vineyard.'* 
" Where may that be, pray, Sir ?"faidflie.-" Why, 
** a garden," laid the Dean, *• I cheated one of 
** my neighbours out of." When they entered the 
garden, or rather the field, which was fquare, and 
incloied with a ftone wail, the Deanafked her how 
Ihc liked it ? " Why, pray, Sir,'' faid (he, *« where 
*• is the garden ?" "Look behind you," faid he. 
She^did lo ; and obferved the fouth wall was lined 
with brick, and a great number of fruit-trees plant- 
ed againft it, which being then in bloflbm, looked 
very beautiful. What are you fo intent on faid the 
Dean? ** The opening bloom," replied flie; 
which brought Waller*s lines to her remembrance. 

Hope waits upon the fiovSry prime. 

*• Oh !" replied he, " you are in a poetical vein ; 
'< I thought yoU' had been taking notice of my 
•• wall. Tis the be{V in Ireland. When the ma- 
'* ions were building it, (as moil tradefmen are 
<* rogues) I watched them very clofe, and as often 
*^ as they could, they put in a rotten (lone ; of 
'' which, however, I took no notice, till they had 
'^ built three or four perches beyond it. Now, as I 
*^ am an abfcdute monarch in the libcrties^^and king 
*' of the mob, my way with them was, to have the 
^* wall thrown down to the place where I oblerved 
*< the rotten (lone ; and by doing fo live or fix 
'^ times, the workmen were at lai^ convinced it 
** was their intcrcft to be honeft."— - *' Or elfc, 
" Sir," faid Mrs Pilkington,. " your wall would 
'* have been as tedious a piece of work as Pene- 
'' lope's web, if all that was done in the day was 
** to be undone at night." ** Well," anfwered the 
Dean, ^^ I find you have poetry for every occafion ; 
** but as you cannot keep pace with me in walking, 
^* J would have you fit dowo on that little bank. 
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** till you are refted or I tired, to put us more upon 
" a par." 

She feated herfelf, and away the Dean walked^ 
or rather trotted ai hard as ever he could drive. 
She could not heipfmiling at his odd gah; for (he 
thought to herfelf, he had written fo much in praife 
of horfesy that he was refolved to imitate them as 
nearly as he could. Asihe was indulging this fan- 
cy, the Dean- returned to her, and gave her a ftrong* 
confirmation pf his partiality to thofe animals. *' 1 
*' have been confidering^ Madam, as I walked," 
faid he, '^what a fool Mr. Pilkington was to mar- 
>« ry you : for he could have awarded to keep a 
** horfe for lefs money than you coft htm; and 
^' that, you mud confefs, would have given him 
" better exercife and more plea fure than a wife. 
** Why, you laugh, and don't anfwcr me — is it not 

** truth?** ^*' I muft anfwer you. Sir," replied 

*^ (he with another queOrion ; Pray how can a ba? 
'« chelor judge of this matter ?" •* I find," faid he,. 
•* you are vain enough to give yourfelf the prcfe.^ 
** rence." ♦* I do, Sir," replied (he, ** to that 
^* fptcieshere; to a Houyhnhnm, I would, as be- 
♦* comes me, give preference. But^ Sir, 'tis going. 
•* to rain."- — " I hope- not, faid he, " for that 
*• will coft me fixpence for a eoach for you." (the 
garden being at fome diftance from the houfe), 
^ Comt- hafte ; O how the tcfter trembles in my 
** pocket!'* She obeyed, and they got in a doors 
jttft time Enough to efcapc a heavy ftiower. »« Thank 
** God," faid the Dean, *• i have favcd my mo- 
** ncy. Here, you fellow," (to the fervant) "car- 
^< ry this fiipence to the lame old man that fells 
*' gingerbread in the corner, becaufc he tries to do 
" iomething, and dops not beg." 

Mrs. Pilkington was (hewed into a little ftreet- 
parlour, where was Mrs. Brent, his houfe-keeper. 
•' Here," fays he, *' Mrs. Brent, take care of this • 
'^ childi while I take my walk out within doors." 

The 
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The Dean then ran up the great-ftairs, dovra one 
pair of back-(tatrs,up another, in fo violent a man- 
oer« that Mrs. Pilkington could not help czpreiHog 
her uneafinefs to Mrt • Brent, left he (hould falH 
and be hurtcd. Mrs. Brent faid, it was a cuftomary 
exercife with him, when the weather did not per* 
mit him to walk abroad. 

Mrs. Brent then told Mrs. PHkingioa^ of the 
Dean's charjty ; of bis giving above half his yearrly 
income in private pendens to decayed families ; and 
keeping 500 1. in theconftant fervice of induftrious 
poor, which he lent out5l. at a tiiue, and took 
the payment back at i s. a-week, which, £he obfer- 
vedy. did thcm^more^ fervice than if he gave it them 
entirely, a»it obliged them to work, and at the fame 
time kept up his charitable fund for the ai&ftance of 
many. ** You cannot imagine,*' faid (he, " what 
*' numbers of poor tradefmen, who have even want* 
** ed proper tools to carry on their work, havf, 
'* by this fmall loan, been put into a profperous 
^* way, and brought up their families in credit. 
*' The Deaa,". acUed (he, '< has found out a new 
" method of being charitable, in which, however, 
** I believe, he would have but few followers; 
*' which is, todebar himfelfof what he calls the 
'^ fuperHuities of life, in order to adminifter to the 
'* necefliiies of the diftrtflcd. You juft now faw 
^^ an in (lance of it, the money a coach would have 
'* coft him, he gave to a poor man unable to walk, 
*^ When he dines alone, he drinks a pint of beer^ 
^^ and gives away the price of a plat of wine. And 
'f thus he a£b in numberlefs ioftances." 

Ihe Dean came to dine wi(h Mr. and Mrs. Pil- 
kington at their Lilliputian palace, as he called it; 
and, who would have thought it ? he juft looked 
into the parlour, and ran up into the garret, 
then into Mrs. Pilkiogton*s bed-chamber and libra- 
ry, and from thence down to the kitchen ; and the 
houfe being very dean, he complimented her upon 

it. 
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it. and told her that it was his cuftom ; and that it 
WSB from the cleanlinefs of the garret and kit- 
chen, he judged of the houfewifery of the miflreft 
ef the houle ; for no doubt but a flot would have 
the r60m clean where the gueflis were to be enter^ 
taiiied. 

He was fometimcs very rude, even to his Aipe« 
riors ; of which the following (tory, related to Mrs. 
Pilkingtpn by hitnfelf, may (erve as one inftance a* 
mongft a thqufaod others. 

The laft time he was in London^ he went to dine 
frith the Earl of Burlington, who was then but new- 
ly married. The Earl being willing, *tis fuppofed, 
to have fome diverdon, did not introduce him to 
his lady, nor mention his name. It is to be obfcr- 
ved, that his gown was generally very rufty, and 
his perfon no wzy extraordinary. After dinner, 
faid the Dean, ** Lady Buriingtdn, I hear, you can 
** fing; iiflg me a fong.*'. The lady lookfed on 
this unceremonitjus manner of afldng a favour with 
diftafte, and pofitively refufed him. He faid, fhc 
fhould fing, or he would niakc her. ** Why, Ma- 
•• dam, I fuppo(e; you take me for one of your 
•* poor Engl fli hedge parfons^: fing when I bid* 
** you." As the Earl did nothing but laugh at 
this freedom, the lady w^s {o vexed, that fhe burftv 
into tears, and- retired. 

His firft compliment to her when he faw her- a- 
gain, was, ** Pray, Madam, are you as proud, and 
^* as ill-natured now, as when I faw you laft ?" To 
which (he anfwercd, with great good humour, 
•* No, Mr. Dean ; Fil fing for you, if you pleafc." 
From- which time he conceived great eftcem for 
her. Bbt who that knew him would take offence 
athisbluntnefs? 

Mrs. Pilkington could not recollcft that ever fhc 
faw the Dean laugh ; perhaps he thought it be- 
neath him J for when any pleafantry paft, which 
might have excited. it, heufedtofuck his cheeks, 

tm 
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to avoid .rifibility. He ufed frequently to put her 
in mind of Shakefpear's difcription of Caffius. 

He is a great difcetner, and he looks 

Quite through ihc deeds of men 

Seldom he fmiles, and fmiles in fuch a fort. 

As if he mock*d himfelf, and fcorn'd his fpirit^ 

That could be mov'd to fmile at any thing. 

Jul. Cajar. 

Mrs. Pilkington belieTed the Bean's early youth 
did not promifc^ that bright day of wit which hat 
fince enlighttx^ed the learned world. Whilft he 
was at the univtrfity of Dublin, he was fo far from 
being diflinguifhed for any fuperiority of parts or 
learning, that he was ftopped of his degree as % 
dunce. When fhe heard the Dean relate thb cir- 
cumftsnce, (he told him, fhe fuppofcd he had beea 
idle ; but lie affirmed to the contrary, afiuring her 
he was really dull. Which, if true, is yery fur* 
priilng. 

** I havC)" fays ihe, <^ often been Ud to look oa 
^' the world as a garden, and the human minds as 
*< fo many plants, fet.by the hand of the great 
** Creator for utility and ornament. Thus fome, 
'< we fee, early produce beautiful bloflbms, and as 
<' foon fade away ; others^ whofe gems are more 
**• flow in unfolding, but more permanent when 
** blown ; and others, again, who, though longer 
'' m arriving at perfeAion, not only blefs us then 
** with (hade and odour, but alfo with delicious 
*« wholefome fruit." 

He was a perpetual friend to merit and learning; 
and utterly incapable of envy; for in. true genuine 
wit, he could fear no rival. 

It has been often obferved, that where great ta- 
lents are beftowcd, there the ftrongeft paffions are 
likewife givi^n. This great man did but too often 
let them have dominion over him, and that on the 
mod trifling occafions. During mealtimes he was 

evcrmot^ 
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evermore in a ftorm ; the meat ivas always tod 
much or too little done, or the fervants had offend- 
ed in fome point, imperceptible to the reft of the 
company : howevjcr, when the cloth was taken a- 
way, he made his guefts rich amends for the pain 
be had ^iven. For then 

Was truly mingled in the friendly bowl. 

The feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul Pope, 

Yet he prefer vcdftrift temperance; for he never 
drank above half a pint of wine, in every glafs of 
which he mixed water andfugar: yet, if hejLkedhis 
company, he would lit many hours over it, unlock- 
ing all'dne fprings of policy, learning, true humour, 
and inirt^ table wit. 

The following ftory the Dean told to Mrs Pil- 
kington. 

A clergyman, who was a moft learned fine gen- 
tleman, but, under the fofteft and politcft appear- 
ance, concealed the moft turbulent ambition, ha- 
ving made his merit as a preacher too eminent to 
be overlooked, had it early rewarded with the mi- 
tre. Dr. Swift went to congratulate him on it; 
but told him, he hoped, as his Lordfhip was a na- 
tive of Ireland, and had now a feat in the houfe of 
Peers, he would employ his powerful elocution in 
the fervice of his diftreffed country. ' The prelate 
told him, the bifliopric was but a very fmall one, 
and he could not hope for a better, if he did not o- 
blige the court. ^ Very well,** fays Swift, *' then 
•' it is hoped, when you have a better, you will 
*' become an honeft man." ** Ay, that I will, Mr. 
•* Dean,** faid he, " Till then, my Lord, farewell,'* 
anfwered Swift. . This prelate was twice tranflated 
to richer fees ; and on every tranflation. Dr. Swilt 
waited on him to remind him of hispromiie; but to 
no purpofe; there was now an archbilhopric in view, 
and till that was obtained, nothing could be done. 
Having in a (hort time likewife got this, he then 
2 fent 
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fent tor the Dean, and told him, ** I am now at 
<* thfi top of my preferment ; for I well know no 
** Irilhmaii will ever be made primate ; therefore^ 
*< as I can rife no higher in fortune or ftation, I 
'< will zealoufly promote the good of my country.*' 
And from that time he commenced a moft outra- 
geous patriot. 
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,A Gritici-sm on Swift's Pro-se- 
Writings. 

:By the EARL of ORRERY. 

IF we confider Swift's profe works, ^e fliall find 
a certain mafterly concifcnefs in their ftylc, that 
hath never been equalled by any other writer. The 
truth of this aiTcrtion will more evidently appear, 
by comparing him with foiiie of the authors of his 
own time. Of thefe Dr. Tillotfon and Mr, Addi- 
ion are to be numbered tamong the moft eminent. 
Addifon hath all the powers that can captivate and 
improve :~ his diflion is eafy, his periods are well 
turned, his exprcflions are flowing, and his hu- 
mour is delicate. Tillotfon is nervous, grave, ma- ' 
jeftic, and perfpicuous. We muft j6in both thefe 
characters together to form a true idea of Dr. 
Swift ; yet as he outdoes Addifon in humour, he 
excels Tillotfon in , perfpicuity. The Archbifhop 
indeed confined himfelf to fubjefts relative to his 
profefKon: but Addifon and Swift are jnore dif- 
tufive wrijters. -They continually vary in their 
manner, and treat different topics in a different 
-"ftyle. When the writings of Addifon teFminate la 
party, he lofes himfelf extremely, and from a de- 
licate and juft comedian, deviates into one of the 
xloweft kind*. Not fo Dr, Swift. «Hc appears 
lik^ a mafterly gUdiator. JHc wields the fword of 
party with eafe, juftncfs, and dexterity : and while 
he entertains the ignorant and the vulgar, he draws 

♦ See the papcr^j:alled the FrtehoIdcr» 
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an equal attention from the learned and the great; 
When he is ferious, his gravity becomes him, wheni 
he kughs, hisreader mud laugh with him. But 
what (hall be faid forhislove of trifles, and his want 
of delicacy and decorum ^ errors, that if he did 
not cont^£i, at lead he increafedtn Ireland. The/ 
are without a parallel. I hope they will ever re- 
main fo. The firft of them arofe merely from his 
love of flattery, with which he was daily fed in that 
kiodom : the fecret proceeded from the miianthro- 
py of his difpafition,' which induced him peevifhly 
to dcbufsf mankind, and-even tO'ridkule human na< 
ture itfetf. Politics were his favourite topic, as 
they gave him an opportunhy of gratifying his am* 
bition, and thiril of power ; yet in this road he has 
feldom continued long in one path. He has writ' 
ten mifcellaneouilys and has'chofen rather to appear 
a wandering comet, than a fixed (lar. Had he ap- 
plied the faculties of his mind to one* great and ufe-^ 
lial work, he muft have (hined ' more glorioudy/ 
and might have enlightened a whole planetary fy- 
ftem in the political world.> 

There. are fom^few pieces m^his^orksthat I de- 
fpife, others that i lothe, but many more that dc-^ 
light and improve me. The former are not wor- 
thy of notice. They are of no farther ufe than td 
fhew us^ in general, the errors of human nature ; 
and to convince us, that neither the height of wic 
nor genius can bring a man to fuch a degree of per- 
fection, as vanity would often prompt him to be- 
lieve.- 

In a difquifition of this fort, I fhall avoid as much ' 
as pofllble any- annotations upon that kind of fatire 
in which the Dean indulged himfelf againft particu- 
lar perfons : mod of whom it is probable provoked ' 
bis rage by their own mifconduA, and confcquent- 
ly owed to their own raflmefs the wounds which 
they received from his pen. But I have no delight 
iar thofe kind of writings except for the fake of the 
f 2 wit^ 
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^ity whi<h, either in general or io particular (ktice^ 
is equaUy to be admired. The edge of wit will al- 
ways remain keen» and its blade ^wiil be bright and 
(hiiungy when the ftoac upon which it has beea 
whetcol, is worn out, or thrown afide and forgot-^ 
ten. ~ Perfonsd fatire agaibft ci^il magiftrates, cor*- 
rupt nuoifters, and thofe giants of power> who. 
gorge themtclves with the entrails of their couotrjr* 
is difiereot from that perfonal fatire, which too of- 
ten proceeds merely from felf4ove or ill-aature. 
The one is written in defence of the public, the o« 
ther in defence of ourielves. The one is armed bjr 
ibie fword of juftice, and encouraged not only by 
tht voice of the people* but by the principles of 
molality ; the other is dt£);ated by paflion, fupport* 
ed by pride, and applauded by flduery^ At th» 
&me time that I fay this, I think eveiy man of wit 
h^s aright to Jaugh at fools, who give ofihnce, and 
at coxcombs, who are public nuifances. Swift in- 
deed has left no weapon of farcafm untried, no 
branch of faiire uncu]tiT.ate4 ; but. while he hat, 
maintained a perpetual war againft the mighty mea 
in power, be has remained invulnerable, if not 
vi^riou8« 

ficc the uritiiijQns la vol. "vlkf^wj, a«d intel. ix, p. %^l» 
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The AUTHOR»s APOLOGY. 

IF good and ill nature equally operated- upon 
mankind, I might have iaved myfelf the trouble 
ef this apology ; for it is manifeft, by the recep» 
tion the following difcourfe hath met with, that 
Vol. L a ^^^ 
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^thofe who approve it, are a great majority amo^g 
the UTien of tafte. Yet there have been two or three 
treatifes written cxprefsly againftit, befides many 
Others that have flirted at it occafionally, without 
one fyllable having been ever publifhed m its de- 
fence, or even quotation to its advantage, that I 
can remember ; exept by the polite author of a late 
difcourfe between a Delft and a Socinian. 

Therefore, fincc the book feems calculated to 
live at leaft as long as our language and our taile 
admit no great alterations, I am content to convey 
ihme apology along with it. 

The greateft part of that book was finifhed a- 
bout thirteen years fince, 1696; which is eight 
years before it was publifhed. The author was then 
young, his invention at the height, and his read- 
ing freih in hb head. By the affiflancc of fomc 
thinking, ' and much converfation^ he had endea- 
voured to ftrip himfelf of as many real prejudices 
as he could : I fay, real ones ; becaufe under the 
notion of prejudices, he knew to what dangerous 
iieights fome men have pro<Jeeded. Thus prepar- 
«4# he thought the numerous and grofs corrup- 
tions in religion and learning might fumifh matter 
for aiatire^ that would be ufe^l and diverting. 
He refok^d to proceed in a manner that ihould be 
altogether ruew; the world having been already too 
long naufeated with endlefs repetitions upon every 
fubje£t. The abufes m religion he propofed to fet 
forth in the allegory x>f the coats, and the three 
brothers ; which was to make up the body of the 
difcourfe : Thofe in learning he chofe to introduce 
by wayof digreflions. He was dien a young gentle- 
man much in the world ; and Tfrote to the taft e of 
thofe who were like himfelf t Therefore, in ot6gc 
to allure them, he gave a Uberty to hb pen, whkh 
might not fuit with maturer years, or grav^ 
chara&ets; aad which he could have caiily cor- 

rcftcd 



reAed widi a* very few blots, had he been mafleroF 
his papers for a year or two before their publication*. 

Not that he would have governed his judgment 
lly the iU-placed cavils of the four, the envious, the 
ftupidy and the taftelefs ; which he mentions with 
difdain. He acknowledges there are feveral youth- 
ful rallies, which, from the grave and the wife^ 
may deferve a rebuke. But he deflres to be anfwer- 
able no farther than he is guilty ; and that his 
faults may'not be multiplied j^ the ignorant, the 
unnatural, and uncharitable applications of thofc^ 
who have neither candor to iuppofe good mean* 
mgs^ ncxr palate ta dkfHnguifli true ones. After 
which, he will forfeit his* life, if any one opinion 
ean be fairly deduced from that, book, which b 
contrary te reUgion«or movality. 

Why fhould any clergyman of our church be 
angry to fee the follies of Fanaticifm and Superfti*- 
tion expofed, though in the moft ridiculous man- 
ner ? unce that is perhaps the moft probable way 
to cure them, or at leaft to hinder them from far- 
ther fpreadmg. Deiides^ though \Xt was not in^ 
tended for their pemfal, it rallies nothing but what 
they preach againft. It contains nothing to pro'^ 
voke them by the leaft fcurrility upon their per- 
fons or their nmAions. It celebrates the church of 
England as the moft perfeA of all others in difci- 
pline and doArine ; it advances' no opinion they rc- 
jefl:, nor condemns any they receive. If tlie clergy*i 
refentments lay upon their hands, in my humble 
opinion, they might have found more proper 
objeAs to employ them on. Nondum tibi defuit Uf- 
tis i I mean thofe heavy, illiterate fcriblers, pra 
ftitute in their reputations, vicious in their lives» 
and ruined in their fortunes ; who> to the fhame 
ofgoodfenfe, as well as piety, are greedily read, 
merely upon the ftrength of bold, «dfe, impioue- 
aflertions, mixed with unmannerly refle£tions u^on 
the priefthood, and openly intended againft all re- 
A 2 Vv^'O^ 
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ligion ; in fhort, full of foch prinpples a^ &re 
kindly received, becaufe they are kvelled to re- 
:inoye thofc terrors, that religion tells- men 
will be the confequence of immoral .Uves. Noi» 
thing like which is to be met wkh in this di^urf^ 
though fome of them are pleafed fo freely to cen^ 
fure it. And I wifh there were no other ipftance 
o£ what I have too frequently obferved, that man; 
of that Reverend body are not always very nice ift 
^liftinguiihing between their enemies and their 
friends. 

Had the author's intentions met with a more 
candid interpretation from fome, whom out eif 
jFcfpcQ, he forbears to name, he might have beea 
encouraged to an examination of books written by 
fome of thofe authors above defcribed ^ whofe er- 
rors, ignorance, dulnefs, and villany, he. thinks he 
could have deteAed and expofed in fuch a manner^ 
that the perfons who are moft conceived to be in^ 
•fefted by them, would foon lay them afide, and be 
aihamed. But he has now given over thofe 
thoKghts ; fince the 'weightieft men * in the weighs 
tieft ftations, are pleafed to think it a more danger* 
ous point, to laugh at thofe corruptions in religion^ 
which they thcmfclves muft difapprove, than to en* 
deavour pulling up thofe very foundations wherein 
all ChrifUans have agreed. 

He thinks it no fair proceeding, that any perfoB 
ihould offer, determinately to fix a name upon the 
author of this difcourfe, who hath all along c<m* 
cealed himfelf from moft of his neareft friends^ 
Tetfeveralhavegonea fardierftep, and pronounced 
another book * to have been the work of the £mie 
iiand with thi$ ; which db^ author direfily affirmy 
€o be a thorough miftake, he having yet ocf er iW 

* Alluding to Dr. Shaip Archbifliop of York's r>prcfentatioo of 
the author. 

• LetUrcBncenuog enthifiaiiai* 

muoh 
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mucli as read that difcoiirfe : A plain mftance how 
little truth there often is in general furmifes, or in 
conjeftures draWn from a fimilitude of ftyle, or way 
of thinking. 

Had the author written a book to expofe the a» 
Ijufes in law, or in phyfic, he believes the learned 
profeflbrs in either faculty would have been fo far 
from refenting it, as to have given him thanks for 
bis pains ;. efpeciallj if he had made an honour- 
aWe refervation for the true praAice of either fci- 
ence. But reli^on, they tell u«, ought not to be 
ridiculed ; and they tell us truth : yet (uQcly the 
corruptions in it may ; for we arc taiight by the 
triteft maxim in the world, that religion being 
the beft of things, its corruptions are likely to be 
the worft. 

There is^ one thing which the judicious reader 
cannot but have obTerved, that fome ofthofe paf^ 
fages in this difcourfe, which appear moft liable to 
objeftion, are what they call parodies, where the 
author perfbnates^e ftyle and manner of other 
writers, whom he has a mind to expofe, I OiaB 
produce one inilance; it is in feA. i^ parag. 3, 
from the end, Dryden, L'Eftrange, and fome 
others I ihall not name, are here leveDcd at ; who^ 
having (pent their lives in fadion,* and apoftafies, 
and aU manner of vice, pretended to be fiifferert 
for loyalty and religion. So Drydto tells us, in one 
of his prefaces, of his merits and fufierings ; thanks 
God, that ht pojfeffes his foul in patieiite \ in other 
places he talks at the fame rate; and L'Eftrange\>f' 
ten ufes the like ftyle ; and I believe the reader 
may £nd more perfons to give that paflage an ap- 
plication. But this is enough to dureA thofe who 
may have overlooked the author^s intention. 
- There are three or four other paflages,' which 
prejudiced or ignorant readers have drawn, by 
great force, to hint as ill meanings; as if they 
sianced at fome tenets in religion. In anfwer t6 
A3 att^ 
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all which, the author folcmnly protefts he is entire^ 
ly innocent ; and never had it once in his thoughts^ 
that any thing he faid would in the leaft be capable 
of fiich interpretations ; which he will engage to 
deduce full as fairly from the moft ii;inocent book 
in the world. And it will be obvious to every read** 
cr, that this was not any part of his fcheme or dc- 
£gn ; the abufes he notes, being fuch as all church- 
of-£ngladd men agree in : nor was it proper for 
his fubje£t to meddle with other points, than fuch 
as have been perpetually controverted fince the re- 
formation. 

To mftance only in that pafiage about the three 
wooden machines mentioned in the introduction ; 
In the original manufcript there was a defcriptioa 
of a fourth, which thofe who had the papers in 
their power, blotted out, as having fometldng in 
it of iatire, that, I fuppofe, they thought was too 
particular; and therefore they were forced to 
change it to the number three ; from whence fome 
have endeavoured to fqueeze. out a dangerous 
meaning, that was never tbouglu on. And indeed 
the conceit was half fpoiled by changing the num- 
bers ; that o£fcur being much more cabaliftic, and 
therefore better expofing the pretended virtue of 
numbers ; a iuperftition there intended to be ridi- 
tided. 

Another ^ling to be obferved is, that there ge- 
nerally runs an irony through the thread of die 
whole book ; which the men of tafte will obferve 
ixA diftinguUh, and which will render fome ob- 
jeftions^ that have been made, very weak and infig* 
nificant. 

This apology being chiefly intended for the fatis- 
faAion jof future readers, it may be thought unne- 
<^flary to take any notice of fuch treatifes as have 
becQ written againft the cnfuing difcourfe ; which 
are .already fiiok into wafte paper and oblivion, af- 
ter the ufual fate of common anfwerers to books 
j . which 
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which arc allowed to have any merit. TTicjr arc 
indeed like annuals, that grow about a young tree^ 
^d feem to vie with it for a fummer ; but fall and 
«Ue with the leaves in Autumn, and are never 
beard of any more. When Dr. Eachard writ his 
book about the contempt of the clergy, numbers of 
thofe anfwerers inunediately ftarted up, whofe me* 
mory, if he had not kept alive by his replies, it 
would now be utterly unknown that he were ever 
anfwered at all. There is indeed an exception^ 
when any great genius thinks it worth his while to 
expofe a foolilh piece. So we ftill read Marvel's 
anfwer to Parker * with pleafure, thotigh the book 
it anfwers be funk long ago ; fo the Earl of Orrc» 
ry's remarks will be i^ad with delight, when the 
diflertation he expofes will neither be fought nor 
found t* But thei*e are no enterprifes for common 
hands, nor to be hoped for above once or twice m 
an age. Men would be more cautious of lofing 
their time in iuch an undertaking, if they did but 
confider, that to anfwer a book effe£hially, requires 
more pains and (kill, more wit, learning, and judge- 
ment, than were employed in the writing it. And 
the author afllires thofe gentlemen who have given 
chemfelves that trouble with him, that his difcourfe 
is the produA of the ftudy, the obfervation, and 
the invention of feveral years; that he often blot- 
ted out much more than he left ; and if his papers 
had not been a long time out of hb pofleilion, they 
muft have ftill undergone more fevere corrections. 
And do thev think fuch a building is to be batter- 
ed with dut-pellets, however invenomed the 

* Parker, afterwardi Bifliop of Oxford, wrote many treatifct a- 
gainft the Diilentersi with infolence and contempt, fayi Burnet 
that enraged them beyoml meaftMrc : (cr which he was chafHred bv 
Andrew Marvel, andcr-iecretary to Mikon, in a little book callcc^ 
The Rebearfal tranfprojcd» 

f Boyle*! remarks upoa Bentley'i ^flertation on the epiftlei of 
Phaltfii, . . i 

mouths 
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iQonths may be that difcharge them ? He hath feen 
the produftions but of two anfwerers; one of 
winch at firft appeared as from an unknown 
iiand, but fince avowed by a perfon Xj who, upon 
fome occafions hath difcovered no ill vein of hu- 
moor. It is a pity any occafion iliould put him 
under a neceifity of being fo hafly in his produce 
tions, which otherwife might often be entertaining. 
But there were other realons obvious enough for 
his mifcarriage in this : He writ againft the convic- 
tion of his talent, and entered upon one of tht 
wrongeft attempts in nature, to turn into ridicule^- 
by a week's labour, a work, which had coft fo 
much time, and met with fo much fuccefs in ridi- 
culing others. The manner how he handled his. 
/ubje£f,*l have now forgot; having juft looked it 
over, when it firft came out, as others did, merely 
for die fake of the title •. 

The other anfwer is from a perfon of a graver 
charaAer, and is made up of half inveAive, and 
half annotation f ; in the latter of which he hath 
generally fucceeded well enough. And the pro^ 
jed):, at that time^ was not amifs to draw in read< 
ers to his pamphlet ; feveral having appeared defi- 
rous, that there might be fome explication of the 
more difficuk pafiages. Neither can he be altoge- 
dier blamed for offering at the inveftivc part ; bc- 
caufe it is a^eed on all hands, that the author had 

. %3mppoiei to W Dr« William King, the civilian, author of an ac- 
(ouar of Denaurky a ^iiTercattoa oa fiunplars, and odier pieces of 
burl fque on the Royal Society^ and the art o^ cookery, in imitatkm 
•f Hor»ce*t art of pdetry, &e, ' * 

* This we cannot recover at prefent, it being fo abfolutely forgot* 
tfn, the oldefi bookieUert in tntde remember nothing of it. 

f Wotton^s defence of his reflections upon ancient and model* 
learning. From the annotations are feJefted the notes figned, W» 
Wottoo. Thns Wptj^pn appears bufied to illiiftrate a work, which 
he laboured to condemn', and adds force to a fatire pointed againft 
'^aMalf : As'captives i$[er«'b«)uod to the chariot-wheel of the viAor, 
apelled to increafe tbe pomg of his tritimph, whom thqF ht4 
attempted to defeat* 

* given 
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fiven him fbffictent fMrovocation. The great ob- 
^e^lion is againft his manner of treatixig it» verf 
unfuitable to one of his fun£Uon. It was determi- 
ned by a fair majority, that this anflrerer had, 10 
a way not to be pardoned, drawn his pen againft a 
certain great man then alive, and timverfaUy reve* 
rented for every good quality diat could poffiblf 
enter into the compofition of the moft accompliih* 
^d peribn. It was obferved, how he was pleafed«. 
and aJBTe^d to have that noble writer called hia 
advcrfary ; and it was a point of fatire well direA* 
cd ; for I have been told, tnr William Temple was. 
iufficiently mortified at the term. All the men of 
wit and politenefs were immediately up in arma 
through indignation, which prevailed over their 
contempt, by the confe^quences they apprehended 
irom^ch an example; and it grew rorfenna's 
cafe; idem trectnti juravimus^ In fhort, things, 
were ripe for a general infurreAbn, till my Lord 
Orrery had a little laid the fpirit, and fettled the 
ferment. But, his Lordihip being principally en*' 
gaged with andther antagonlft *, it was thought ne» 
ceflary, in order to quiet the minds of men, that 
this oppofer ihould receive a reprimand, which 
partly occasioned that difcourfe of the Battle of the 
books ; and the author was farther at the pains to 
infert one or two remarks on him in the body o£ 
the book. 

This anfwerer has been pleafed to find fault with 
about a dozen paflases, which the author will not 
be at the trouble of defending, farther than by afr 
Airing the reader, that, for the greater part, the 
tefletSter is entirely mtftaken, and forces iaterpreta-^ 
tions which never once entered into the writer's 
head, nor will (he is Aire) into that of any reader 
of tafte and candor. He allows two or three at 
moft, there prodjticed, to have been deUvered un* 

• ficntlry, concerning Phalaris and Misfm 
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warUy ; for which he deflrcs to plead the excufe 
offered aheady, of his youth, and frankiiei» c^f 
fpeechy and his papers being out of his power at the 
time they were publifhed. 

But this anfwcrer infifts, and fays, what he chief- 
ly diflikes, is the dtjign. What that was, I have 
sdready told ; and I believe there is not a perfon in 
England who can underftand thau book, that ever 
imagined it to have been any thing elfc, but to ex*- 
pofe the abufes and corruptions in learning and re-^ 
ligion. 

But it would be good to know what dejign this 
refle£ler was ferving, when he concludes his pam- 
phlet with a caution to the reader, to beware of 
thinking the author's wit was entirely his own. 
Surely this muft have had fome allay of perfonal 
animofity, at leaft mixed with the dejign of ferving 
the public by fo ufeful a difcovery ; and it indeed 
touches the author in a tender point ; ^\ha infifts 
upon it, that, through the whole book, he has not 
borrowed one fingle him from any writer in the 
world; and he thought, of all cViticifms, that 
t^ould never have been one. He conceived it wa». 
never difputed to be an original, whatever faults it 
might have. However, this anfwerer produces 
three inftanccs to prove this author's wit is mt bis 
own in many places. The firft is, that the names of 
PeUr^ Martin^ and J^ck^ are borrowed from a let- 
ter oF the late Duke of Buckingham *; Whatever 
wit is contained in thofe three names, the author 
is content to give it up, anddefires his readers will 
fubtraA as much as they placed upon that account; 
at the fame time protefHng folemrdy, that he never 
•nee heard of diat letter, except in this paflage of 
the anfwerer : fo that the names were not borrow- 
ed, as he affirms, though they fhould happen to be 
the fame; which, however, is odd enough, and 

y^at 
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vbat he hardly bdievcs ; that of Jack bemgnot 
quite fo obvious as the other two. The fecoiid in- 
fiance to (hew tin auibor*s wit istwt bis vwn^ u Pi^ 
ttrU banter (as he calls it in his Alfatia phraie) up* 
on tranfubftantiation, which is taken from the fame 
Duke's conference with an Irifh prieft, where ft 
cork is turned into a horfe. This the author con- 
fefles to have feen about ten years after his book 
was written, and a year or two after it was publifli- 
ed. Nay, the anfwerer overthrows thishimielf; 
for he allows the tale was written in 1697 » ^^* ^ 
think, that pamphlet was not printed in manyyeara 
after. It was neceflary, that corruption Ihoukl 
have fome allegory as well as the reft ; and the au* 
thor invented the propereft he could, without in* 
quiring what other people had written ; and the 
commoneft reader will find there is not the leaft re* 
femblance between the two ftories. The third in- 
flance is in thefe words : / have been afftaredj that 
the haitU in St^ Jameses library is, mutatis mutandis^ 
taken out of a French took, intitUiy Combat des li<- 
vres, if I mifrewiember not. In which paflage there 
are two claufes obfervable : / heve been affured% 
and, if I mifremember not. I defire firft to 1know» 
whether, it that conjefbire proves an utter falfe- 
hood, thofe two claufes will be a fufBcient excufe 
for this worthy critic. The matter is a trifle : but 
would he venture to pronounce at this rate upon 
one of greater moment ? I enow nothing more 
contemptible in a writer, than die charaAer of a 
plagiary; which he here fixes at a venture; and 
this not for a paflage, but a whole difcourfe, taken 
out from another book, only mutatis mutandis. 
The author is as much in the dark about this, as 
the anfweror; and will imitate him by an affinna- 
tion at random; that if there be a word of truth 
in this refleAion, he is a paultry, imitating pedant, 
and the anfwerer is a perlon of wit, manners, and 
truth. He takes his boldnefs, from never having 
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Stok mkf'fjith treaittfe in. his C&, nor heard of if 
before; and be is^fiixe it is impoffibie £br two %Yri*' 
ten of difivrent times and couiitries, to agree, in. 
ttetr tbougjiitK after fnclL' a manner, tbat two con* 
timifld di&our^ ihall be the iame, only mutatit 
mutandis;. . Ndther wiU he iniift upon the miftake 
latbetidB- Bntlet the aniverer and hia friendt 
piiwLiice any book duey pieaie, he defies them toi 
ikew oae: finale pardcul^, where the judiciouv 
Qcader wdU affirm he has been obliged fi>r the fmaHr- 
^. hints gi^^S ^°^y allowance for the accidental 
encomeenng of aifingte duooght, which he knowsi 
ibajr fiunedines happen ; though he has never yet 
fauad it in. diat Hizoixtk^ nor has heard it objeft- 
•d Iqr any body elie* 

. Sq that^ if ever any defign was unfortunately ex-^ 
•cuted, k muft be that of this anfwerer ; who, 
when he would harre it obferved, that the author's 
wt is none of his own, is able to produce but three 
ijiftances, two of them mere trifles, and all three 
manifeftfy fidfe. If this be the way thefe gentle* 
man deal with the world, in thofe criticifins where 
we have not leifure to defeat them^ their readers^ 
had need be cautious, lu>w they rely upon their 
credk ; and whether this proceeding can. be recon- 
ciled to humanity or truth, let thofe who think it 
Wfiurth their while, determine- 

It is agreed, this anfwerer would have fucceeded 
nmch better, if he had fiuck wholly to his bufinefs, 
as a commentator upoo the Tab of a Tub, wherein- 
it cannot be denied^ that he hadi been of fbme fer-^ 
vice to, the public, and hath given very fair conjec- 
tures towards clearing up fome difficult paflages. 
But it is the frequent error of thoie men, (other* 
wife very commendable €or their labours), to make 
eescurfionsbeyond their talent and their office, bf 
pretending to point out the beauties and the faidts; 
which is no part of their trade, which they always 
^ IJExn, which thewochL never cxpeAed firom them, 

nor 
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nor give them any thanks for endeavouring at. 
Hie part of Minellius, or Famaby *, would have 
fallen in with his genius, and might have been fer- 
ticeable to many readers, who cannot enter into 
the abftrufer parts of that difcourfe. But optat 
epblppia bos piger : The dull, unwildy, ill-(hapcd 
ox, would needs put on the furniture of a horfe, 
not confidering he was bom to labour, to plough 
the ground for the fake of fuperior beings ; and 
^athe has neither the fliape, mettle, nor fpeed 
of that noble animal he would affeA to peribnate. 

It IS slnother pattern of this anfwerer's fair deal- 
ing, to give us hints that the author is dead, and 
yet to lay the fufpicion upon fomebody, I know 
not who, in the country. To which can only be 
returned, chat he b ablolutely miftaken in all his 
conjedures; and furely conjedhires are, at befV, 
too light a pretence to allow a man to aiSgn a name 
in public. He condemns a book, and confcquent- 
ly the author, of whom he is utterly ignorant • yet 
at the fame time fixes, in print, what he thinks a 
difadvantageous charaAer upon thofe who never 
dcferved it, A man who receives a buffet in the 
dark, ma^ be allowed to be vexed ; but it is an odd 
kind of revenge, to go to cuffs in broad day with 
the firft he meets, and lay the laft night's injury at 
his door. And thus much for this difcreet^ candid, 
pious ^ and inginious anfweref . 

How the author caime to be without his papers, 
IS a ftory not proper to be told, and of very little 
ufe, being a private faft, of which the reader would 
believe as little, or as much, as he thought good. 
He had however a blotted copy by him, which he 
intended to have written over with many altera- 
tions ; and this the publiftiers were well aware of, 
having put it into the bookfeUer's preface, that they 

• Low commentatow, who -wrote notes upon daflic «»thor8 for 
the life of icboolbop. 

Vol. I. B aj^j^ehenddl 
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apprehended a furreptitions copy^ lohich was to be al'- 
teredf &c. This, though not regarded by readers, 
was a real truth ; only the furreptious copy was ra- 
ther that which was printed ; and they made all the 
hafte they could ; which indeed was needlefs, the 
author not being at all prepared. But he has been 
told, the bookfeller was in much pain, having giv- 
en a good fum of money for the copy.. 

In the author's original copy there were not f<> 
many chafms as appear in the book ; and why fome 
of them were left, he knows not. Had the publi- 
cation been trufted to him, he would have made 
feveral correftions of paiTages againft which no- 
thing hath been ever objefted. He wofuld likewife 
have altered a few of thofe that f^em with any 
reafon to be excepted againft; butj to. deal freely^ 
the greateft number he fhould have left untouched, 
as never fufpe£hing it poflible any wrong interpreta- 
tions could be made of th^m. 

The author obferves, at the end of the book 
there is a difcourfe, called, A fragment ; which he 
more wondered to fee in print, dian all the reft; 
having beeft a mpft imperfeft iketch, with the ad- 
dition of a few loofe hints., which lie once lent a 
gentleman, who had defigned a difcourfe on fomcr 
what the fame fubjeft. He never thought of it af- 
terwards ; and it was a fufficient furprifetofee it 
pieced up together, wholly out of the method 
and fcheme he had intended^ for it was the 
ground- work of a much larger difcourfe, and he 
was forry to obferve the materials fo foolilhly em- 
ployed. 

There is one farther objeftion made by thoft 
who have anfwered this book, as well as by fome 
others, That Peter is frequently made to repeat 
oaths and curfes. Every reader obferves it was 
neceffary to know that Peter did fwcar and curfe. 
The oaths arc not printed out, but only fuppofed ; 
^fnd the idea of an oath is not immoral, like the i- 
^ dca 
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ctea of a profane or immodcft fpecch. A man may 
laugh at the Popilh folly of turfing people to hell, 
and imagine them fwearitig, \virhout any crime; 
but lewd words, or dangerous opinions, though 
printed by halves, till the reader*s mind with ill i- 
deas : and of thefe the author cannot be accufed. 
For the judicious reader will find, that the fcvcreft 
ftrokes of fatire, in his book, are levelled againft 
the modern cuflom of employing wit upon thofc 
topics ; of which there b a Femarkable inilance in 
feft. 7. parag. 7. as well as in fcveral othei-s, though 
perhaps once or twice exprefled in too free a man- 
ner, excufable only for the reaibng already allcdgcd. 
Some overtures have been made, by a third hand, 
to the bookfeller, for the airthor*s altering tliofe 
paiiages which he thought might require it. But 
it leems the bookfeller will not hear of any fuch 
thing, being apprehcniive it might fpoil the Lilc of 
the book. 

The author cannot conclude this apology, with- 
t>ut making this one reflection. That as wit is thd 
nobleft.and moftufeful gift of human nature, io 
humoTir is the moft agreeable ; and where thefe two 
enter far into the compofition of any work, they 
will render it always acceptable to the world. Now, 
the great part of thofe who have no ihare or tafte 
of either, but by their pride, pedantry, and ill- 
manners, lay themfclves bare to the lafhes of botJi, 
thip^ the blow is weak, bccaufe they are infenfible ; 
and where wit hath any mixture of raillery, it is 
but calling it banter^ and the work is done. This 
polite word of theirs was firll borrowed from the 
bullies in White-Friers, then fell among the foot- 
men, and at laft retired to the pedants ; by whom 
it is applied, as properly to the produftions of wit, 
as if I fliould apply it to Sir Ifaac Newton's mathe- 
matics. But if this bantering^ as they call it,, be fo 
defpifab^p a thing, whence comes it to pais they 
have fuch a perpetual itch towards it thcjifelvesi 
B 2 "tc^ 
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To inftance only in the anfwerer already mention* 
ed : It is grievous to fee him, in fome of his writ- 
ings, at ev, ry turn going out of his way to be wag- 
gifh, to tell us of a ctnv that pricked up her taii*^ 
and in his anfwer to this difcourfe, he fays, // is all 
a farce and a laddie ; with other paflages equally 
fhining. One may fay of thefe impedimenta litera^ 
rum, diat wit owes them a fliame ; and they cannot 
take wifer counfel, than to keep out of harm'*, 
way, or at leaft not to come till they are furc they 
are called. 

To conclude : With thofe allowances above re- 
quired, this book ihould be read ; after which, the 
author conceives, few things will remain, which 
may not be excufed in a young writer. He ¥rrote 
only to the men of wit and tafte ; and he thinks he 
is not miftaken in his accounts^ when he fays they 
have been all of his fide, enough to give him the 
vanity of telling his name; wherein the worlds 
with all its wife conjeftures, is yet very much in the 
dark, which circumftance is no difagreeable amufe- 
ment either to the public or himfeit. 

The author is informed, that the bookfeller has 
prevailed on feveral gentlemen to write fome expla- 
natory notes ; for the goodnefs of which he is not 
to anfwer, having never feen any of them, nor inr 
tending it till they appear in print ; when it is not 
unlikely he may have the pleafure to find twenty 
meanings, which never entered into h]4 imagina- 
tion. 

June 2, lycjp. 



POSTSCRIPT, 

C INCE the writing of this, which was about » 
^ year ago, a profStutc-bookfeller hath publiftied 
a fooliih paper» under the oamc of Notes on the 
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Tale of a Tub, with /owe account of the author; and 
with an infolence, which I fuppofe is punijQiablc 
by law, hath prefumcd to affign certain names. It 
will be enough for the author to aflure the world, 
that the writer of that paper is utterly wrong in all 
his conjeftures upon that affair. The author fur- 
ther affbrts, that the whole work is entirely of one 
hand ; which every reader of judgement will eafily 
difcover : The gentleman who gave the copy to the 
bookfeller, being a friend of the author, and ufing 
no other liberties, befides that of expunging cer- 
tain pafTages, where now the chafms appear under 
the name of deftderaia. But if any perfon will 

iirove his claim to three lines in the whole book, 
et him ftcp forth, and tell his name and thles^ 
upon which, the bookfeller fhall have orders to 
prefix them to the next edition, and the claimant 
fhall from henceforward be acknowledged the un- 
disputed author. 



\. fv 
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Treatifes turltten hy the Jame author ^ mojl of them 
mentioned in the following dlfcourfes ; which wilt 
^ he fpeedily publijbid, 

ACharafter of the prefent fet of wits in this 
ifland. 

J A panegyrical eflay upon the number /Ar^^; 

A diflertation upon the principal productions of 
fcrubftreet. 

JLetters upon a difleftion of human nature. 

A panegyric upon the world. 

An analytical difcourfe upon zeal, hiftori-theo- 
fbyfi'logically confidered. 

A general hiftory of ears. 

A modcft defence of the proceedings of the rab- 
Me iix all ages. 

A defcription of the kingdom o£ abfurdities, 

A voyage into England, by a perfon of quality 
in Terra Aujlrali^ incognita^ tranilated from the o- 
Tiginak 

** ' A critical eflay upon th^^art of cantingy philofo- 
]^cally, phyiicallyy and muiically^ confidered. 
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To the Right Honourable 
JOHN LORD SOMMERS. 

My Lord, 
A Lthough the author has written a large dcdica* 
^^ tion, yet that being addrefTed to a prince, 
-whom I am never likely to have the honour of be- 
mg known to ; a perfon, bcfides, as fer as I cart 
obferve, not at all regarded or thought on by any 
of our prefent writers ; and being wholly free from 
that flavery whichbookfellers ufually lie under to the 
caprices of authors ; 1 think it a wife piece of pre- 
fumption, to infcribe thefe papers to your Lord- 
fhip, and toimplore your Lordfhip's proteftion of 
them. God and your Lordfhip know their faults; 
and their merits ; for, as to my own particular, I 
am altogether aftranger to the matter ; and though 
every body elfe fhpuld be equally ignorant, I do 
not tear the fale of the book, at all the worfe, up- 
on that fcore. Your Lordlhip's name on the front 
in capital letters, will at any time get off one edi- 
tion: Neither would I defire any other help to 
grow an alderman, than a patent for the fole pri- 
vilege of dedicating to your Lordfhip. 

I fhould now, in right of a dedicator, give your 
Lordfhip a lift of your own virtues, and at the 
fathe time be very unwilling to offend your mode- 
fty; but, chiefly, I fhoTlld celebrate yoi^r liberality 
towards men of great parts and fmall' fortunes^ 
and give you broad hints, that I mean myfclf. 
And I was juft going on, in the ufual method, to 
perufe a hundred or two of dedications, and tran- 

• J . fctil^ 
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ftribe an abftraft, to be applied to your Lordfliip ; 
but I was diverted by a certain accident. For, up- 
on the covers of thefe papers, I cafually obferved, 
%vritten in large letters, the two following words, 
DETUR DIGNISSIMO; which, for aught I 
knew, might contain Tome important meaning. 
But it unluckily fell out, that none of the authors 
I employ underftood Latin ; (though I have them 
often in pay, to tranflate out of that language.) I 
was therefore compelled to have recourfe to the cu- 
rate of our parifli, who Englifhed it thus. Let it be 
given to the worthreji. Ana Ikis comment was, that 
the author meant his works fhould be dedicated to 
the fubUmeft genius of the age, for wit, learning, 
judgement, eloquence, and wifdom. I called at a 
poet's chamber, (who works for my fliop), in an 
alley hard by, Ihewed him the tranflation, and de- 
fired his opinion, who it was that the author could 
mean. He told me, after fomc confideration, that 
vanity was a thing he abhorred ; but, by the dc- 
fcription, he thought himfclf to be the perfon aim- 
ed at; and, at the fame time, he very kindly offer- 
ed his own affiftance gratis towards penning a de- 
dication to himfelf. I defired him, however, to 
give a fecond guefs. Why then, faid he, it muft 
be I, or my Lord Sommers. From thence I went 
to feveral other wits of nw acquaintance, with no 
{mall hazard and wearinefs to my perfon, from a 

godigtous number of dark, vrinding fiairs; but 
una them all in the fame ftory, both of your 
^ Lordfhip and them&lves. Now, your liOrdihip u 
to underftand, that this proceeding was not of my 
own inventioa ; for I have ibmewhere heard it is a 
maxim, That thofe to whom every body allows 
die fecond place, have an undoubted tide to the 
firft. 

This infalHbly convinced me, that your Lord- 
ihip was the penon intended by the author. But. 
being very unacquainted in the ilyle and form of 

dedications, 
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dedications, I employed thofe wits aforefaid, to 
farnifh me with hints and materials towards a paner 
gyric upon your Lordfbip's virtues. 

In two days they brought me ten fheets of papery 
filled up on every fide. They fwore to me, that 
they had ranfacked whatever could be found in the 
characters of Socrates, Ariitides, Epaminondas^. 
Cato, Tully, Atticus, and other hard names, 
which I cannot now recolleft. However, I have 
reafon to believe, they impofed upon my igno- 
rance ; becaufe, when I came to read over Uieir 
collections, there was not a fjllable there, but what 
I and every body elfe knew as well as ihemfelves* 
Therefore I grievoufly fufpeft a cheat ; and that 
thefe authors of mine ftolc and tranfcribcd every 
word from the univerfal report of mankind. Sq 
that I look upon myfelf, as fifty fiiillings out oF 
pocket to no manner of purpofe. 

If, by altering the title, I could make the fame 
materials fervc for another dedication, (as my bet- 
ters have done), it would help to make up my lofs^ 
but I have made feveral perfons dip here and there 
in thofe papers ; and before they read diree lincs^ 
they have all aflured me plainly, that they cannot 
poifibly be applied to any perfon befidcs your Lordr 
ihip. 

I expected, indeed, to have heard of your Lord 
fhip's bravery at the head of an army ; of yoiu: utir 
daunted courage, in mounting a breach, or fcaling 
a wall ; or to have had your pedigree traced in a 
lineal defcent from the houfe of Auftria ; or of» 
your wonderful talent at drefs and dancing; or 
your profound knowledge in algebra, metaphyfia^ 
and the oriental tongues.- But to ply the worldr 
with an old beaten ftory of your wit, and elo- 
quence, and learning, and wifdom, and juftice^ 
and politenefs, and candor, and evcnncfs of tem- 
per m all fccnes of life ; of that great difccrnmcnt 
in difcovering, andreadinefsiafavora\ti%^cfcr^^^^ 
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men ; with forty other common topics ; I confefs, 
I have neither confcience, nor countenance to do 
it : becaufe there is no virtue, either of a public of 
private life, which fome circumftances of your own 
have not often produced upon the ftage of the 
world ; and thole few, which, for want of occa- 
iions to exert ^them, might otherwife have paffed 
unfeen or unobferved by your friendly your ene- 
mies * have at length brought to light. 

It is true, I fliould be very loth, the bright ex- 
ample of your Lordfhip's virtues fhould be loft to 
after ages, both for their fake and your own ; but 
chiedy, becaufe they will be fo very neceflary to a- 
dorn the hiftory of a late reign f : and that is ano- 
ther reafon why I would forbear to make a recital 
of them here; becaufe I hkve been told by wife 
men, that, as dedications have run for fome years 
paft, a good hiftorian will not be apt to have re* 
courfc thither, in learch of charaftcrs . 
' There is one point, wherein I think we dedica- 
tors would do well to change our meafures; I 
mean, inftead of running on fo far upon the praife 
bf our patrons liberality ^ to fpend a word or two in 
admiring their patience. I can put no greater com- 
pliment on. your Lordfhip'i, than by giving you fo 
ample an occafion to exercife it at prefent. Thoui'h 
perhaps r fliall not be apt to reckon much merit to 
your Lordfhip upon that fcore, who having been 
formerly ufed to tedious harangues *, and fome*- 



* IjQ 170J, Lord Sommers was impeached by the Commons, who 
either finding thcfr proofs dcfc^iVe, or for other reaifbns, delayed 
earning to a trial; and the Lords thereupon proceeded to the trial 
without ihem, and acquitted him. 

f K, William^s ; whoTe memory he defended in the Houfe of 
Lords, againftfome inWdious reflexions ot the Earl of Nottingham. 

• Sir John Somme|)8 was Attorney -General ; then made Lord 
Keeper of the Seals in 1692, and Lord High Chancellor and Baroa 
•fEvcibam, in April 1697. 

times 
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times to as little purpofe, will be the readier to par- 
don this ; efpeciaUymrben it is offered by one, wbp 
is, with ail refpcft and veneration, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordihip's moft obedient, 

and xnoft faithful fervant. 

The Bookseller. 



THE 
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BOOKSELLER 

TO THE 

READER. 



TT is now fix years * fiiice thefe papers came firft 
•*• to my hand, whkh feems to have been about a 
twelvempnth after they were written : For the au- 
thor tells us in his preface to the firft treatife, that 
he hath calculated it for the year 1 697 : and in fe- 
veral pafiages of that difcourfe, as well as the fe- 
cond, it appears they were written about that 
time. 

As to the author, I can give no manner of fa- 
tisfadUon. However, I am credibly informed, that 
this publication is without his knowledge ; for he 
concludes the copy is loft, having lent it to a per- 
fon, fince dead, and being never in pofleflion of it 
ifter : So, that whether the work received his laft 
hand, or whether he intended to fill up the defec- 
tive places, is like to remain a fecret. 

If I fhould go about to tell the reader, by what 
accident I became mafter of thefe papers, it would, 
in this unbelieving age, pafs for little more than 
the cant or jargon of the trade. I therefore glad- 
ly fpare both him and myfelf fo unneceflary a trou- 

• The Tale of a TiA was firft publifhed in 1704. 

blc. 
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ble. There yet remains a difficult queftion, Why 
1 publifhe4 them no fooner ? I forbore upon two 
accounts : firft, bccaufe I thought I had better work 
upon my hands ; and fecondly, becaufc I was not 
without fome hope of hearing from the author, 
and receiving hb diredtions. But I have been late- 
ly alarmed with intelligence of a furreptitious co- 
py f y which a certain great wit had new polifhed 
and refined; or, as our prefent writers exprefs 
thcmfclves, ^tied to the humour cf the age ; as they 
have already done, with great fclicitv, to Don 
<^ixote, Boccalini, La Bruyere, ana other au- 
thors. However, I thought it fairer dealing to of- 
fer the whole work in its naturals. If any gentle- 
man will pleafe to fumifh me with a key, in order 
to explain the more difficult parts, I fhall very 
gratenilly acknowledge Ac favour, and print it by 
«fclf. 

t Sec t^e Apology^ p. 13, 
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':Thc Epistle DiDiCATORY. 

To his Royal Highnefs 

rP'H.IKtJE POSTERITY, 

S I R, 
T Here prefent your Highnefs with the fruits of a 
•■• very few. leifure-hours, ftolen from the fhort 
intervals of a world of bufinefs, and of an employ- 
ment quite alien from fuch apnifements as this, the 
poor jproduftion of that reftrfe of time which has 
lain heavy upon my hands, during a long proroga- 
tion of parliament, a great dearth of foreign news, 
and a tedious fit of rainy weather. For which, 
and other reafons, it cannot chufe extremely to 
deferve fuch a patronage as that of your Highnefs^ 
whofe numberlefs virtues, in fo few years, make 
the world look upon you as the future exaniple to 
all princes. For although ynur Highnefs is hardly 
^ot clear of infancy, yet has the>univerfal learned 
world already refolved upon appealing to your fu- 
ture diftates with the lowcft and moft refigned fiib- 
miffion ; fate having decreed, you fole arbiter of the 
productions of human wit, in this polite axMlinoft 
accompliihed age. Methinks, the number of ap- 

The citation out of Irenxus in the title-page^ which feems tb be 
wMTflhertJbf is a form of initiation/ ufed anciently by the Marcodan 
heretics. IV, JVotton, 

It is the ufual ftyle of decried writers, to appeal to P^driN ; who 
is here reprefented as a Prince in his nonage, and Time as his gover- 
nor i and the author begins in a way very frequent with him, by 
perfunating other writers, who fonetimes offer fuch reafons and ex- 
cufes for publifliing their works, as they ought chiefly to conceal, 
and be afliamed of, 

pellantt 
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pellants were enough tcfhock and ftartle any judge 
of a genius lefs unlimited than yours^ But, in or- 
der to prevent fuch glorious trials, the perfon^ it 
feems, to whofe care the education of your High- 
nefs is committed, has refolved (as I am told^ to 
keep you in almoft an univerfal ignorance of our 
ftudies,. which it is your inherent birthright to in- 
fpcft.. 

It-is amazing to tne, that xbisperfin fhould have 
afiurance, in &e face of the fun, to go about per- 
ta^Alng y<mr Highnefsy that our age is almoft whol- 
ly illiterate, and has hardly produced one vrritcr 
upon any fubjeft. I, know very well, that when 
your Highnefs fhall come to riper years, and have 
gone through the learning of antiquity, you will be 
too curious to negleA enquiring into the authors of 
the very age before you. And to think that this. 
imjbknt,\ixiht account he is preparing for your 
view, defigns to reduce them to a number fo infig*^ 
nificant as I ami afhamed to mention : It moves m/ 
zeal and my fpleen for the honour and intereft o£ 
our vaft flourifhing body, as. well asofmyfelf, for 
whom 1 know, . by long experience^ he has profeiT 
ed; and ftill contimies', a peculiar malice. 

It ii not unlikely, that when y(mr Hightiifs will 
one day perufe what I am now writing, you may be 
ready to expoftulate with your governor upon the 
credit of what I here afBrm, and command him ta 
ihew you fome of our produAions. .To which he 
will anfwer, (for I am well informed of his. de-^ 
figns)), by sifkmg your Highnefs^ Where they are?, 
and,, what i:^ become .of them? ^nd pretend it a; 
demonftration that there never were any, becaufe 
they are not then to be found. Not to be found f 
IVho has miflaid them ? Are they funk in the abyfr 
of things? It is certain, . that in their own nature 
they were ligl/t enough to fwim upon the furface* 
for all eternity. Therefore the fault is in him, 
IRho ticd^wcights fo heavj^ to their heels, as to de- J 
C 2 \it^&« 
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^fs them to the centre. Is their very cflenec dfe-» 
ftroyed \ ^i^rho has annihilated them 2 were they 
ih*oii?ned by purges, ot martyred by pipes ? who 
adminiftered them to the pofteriors of ? 

But that it may no longer be a doubt with yottr 
Mighnefs^ who is to be the author of this, nniverfat 
rain ; I befeeck you to ©bferve that large and ter* 
rihle fey the,, which your governour aflfefts to hettt 
^OBthmallf abotit hiiH. %6 pkafed to remark 
the length afid fttength, the iharpneft and 
hardnei^ of hte ■ ttdih and teeti ; confider hit 
baneful) abMikwible breathy enemy to life smd. 
matter^ injfefiddti^ and corruptmg; and then refletft^ 
whether it be pofflble for any mortal ink and paper^ 
of thi^ gefier&tion to make a fuitaUe ifefiftaAee.. 
Oh! that >^di^jyig*wi^i^ would one day refol^tre ta 
diiartn this ^#pii4g tnaitri dupalais "^ of his fd*- 
tkmt tn^ts, and bring your empive im^s i$ 
fagef. 

^ ft were ehdlefs to. recount the fetes^ methods, 
of tyranny and deftrufkion whkh your g&vemot 
is pleafed to pradtife upon this occafion« His itk*^ 
Teterate malicid is iuch to the writiiigs of our age,, 
that of feversd thoufands produced yearly from thid^. 
venOwed city, before the next revolution of the 
fun th^re is not One to be heard of 2 Unhappy in.^ 
fents, many of them barbaroufly deftroyed, bejfore 
(hey have k> much ai learned their mother tongtu ta 
feeg for pity. Some he ftifl^s in their cradles; o* 
titiMrs he fnghti^ into convuUions, whereof they fud^ 
denfy die : Some he flays alivcy others he tears 
Smb from- limb: Great nuid[>er$ are ofiered ta 

* CrnifitroOer, The kingdom of France had « race ti kings^ Mtiiich 
they call let r«^ ftineans (from their doing nothing) who lived It^ 
zily in their apartments^ while the kingdom was adminiftered b^ the 
iwyor de palaU j till Charles Martel, the laft mayor^ put his maftoi 
Do death, and took the kiogdom into his own hand* 

f Out of guardiaolbip, 

Moloch} 
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Moloch; and tlic rcfl:, tainted by his breath, die 
of a languifliing confumption. 

But the concern I have moft at heart, is for our 
corporation of />5^/i; from whom I am preparing a- 
petition to your fftghnefs, to be fubfcribcd with the 
names of one hundred thirty-fix of the firft rate ; 
But whofc immortal produdtions arc never likely to 
reach your eyes, though each of them is now an 
humble and an earneft appellant for the Laurel, and . 
has large comely volumes ready to ihew for a fup- 
port to his pretenfions. The never dying works of 
thefe illuftrious pcrfons, your govcrmr, Sir, has 
devoted to unavoidable dciith; ^nd yovr Highnefs i»- 
to be made believe, that our age has never arrived 
at the honour to produce one finglc poet^ 

We confefs Itnniortality to be a great and power- 
ful! goddefs,. but in vain we offer up to her our de- 
votions and our facrifices, if your Night: efsj gcver-^ 
nor, wha has ufurped the priejthood, muil, by an 
unparallelled ambition and avarice, wholly inter- 
cept and devour them. 

To aiErm that our age is altogether unlearned, 
and devoid of writers in any kind, fccms to be ari 
.*iflertion- fo bold and fo falfe, that I have been 
Ibmetime thinking, the contrary may almoft be 
proved byuncontroulable demonftration. It is true 
indeed, that although their numbers be vaft, and 
their produftions mmierous in proportion; yet are 
they hurried fo haftily off the fccne, that they efcape 
our memory, and elude our fight.- "WKcn I firft 
tfiought of this addrefs, I had prepared a copious 
lift of titles to prefent your Highnefsy as anundif- 
pated argument for what I affirm. The originals 
were polled frefli upon all gates and corners of 
ftreets ^ but, returning in a very few hours to take 
a review, they were sdl torn down, and frefli ones, 
m their places, I enquired after them among read- 
ers and bookfell^rs ; but enquired in vain ; theme- 
mortal of them was loft among men^ their flaci was 

•C 3 ^'-J 
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n9 more Jo be found: and I was laughed to fcorn for 
a chwn and b. pedant ^ without all ^tafte and refine- 
mentj little verfed in the courk of pre/ent affairs^ 
and that knew nothing of what had paiTed in 
the beft companies of court and town. So that I 
^ can only avow in general to your Higin^/s^ that we 
do abound in learning and wit ; but to fix upon par- 
ticulars, is a talk too ilippery for my flender abili- 
ties. If I fhould venture in a windy day to affinn 
to your Highne/s, that there is a large cloud near 
the horizon^ in the form of a bear^ another in the 
zenith, with the head of an d/s^ a third to the weft^ 
ward, with claws like a dragon ; ^ndyour Highnefs 
Aiould in a few minutes think fit to examine the 
truth ; it is certain, they would all be changed in 
figure aad pofition ; new one's would arife ; and 
all we could agree upon, would be, that clouds 
there were, but that I was grofsly miftaken in the 
*jLCogropby and topography of diem. 

But your governor perhaps may ftill infift, and 
put the queftion, What is then become of thofe 
immenfe bales of paper, which muft needs have 
been employed in fuch numbers of books ? Can 
thefe alfo be wholly annihilate, and fo of a fudden, 
as I pretend ? What fliall I fay in return of fo in- 
"iridious an objection ? It ill befits the diftance be- 
tweeri your Highnefs and me, to fend you for ocular 
conviftion to Tijakes or an oven ; to the windows 
of a bawdy 'houfe, or to a fordid lantern. Books, 
like men, their authors, have no more than one 
way of coming into the world ; but there are tea 
thoufand to go out of it, and return no more. 

I pt-bfefs to your Highnefs y in the integrity of my 
heart, that what I am going to fay, is literally true 
this minute I am writing. What revolutions may 
happen before it fhall be ready for your perufal, I 
can by no means warrant : however, I beg you to 
accept it as a fpecimen of our learning, our polite- 
ncfs, and ow wit, I do therefore aflinn, upon 
the 
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the word of a fincere man, that there is now aflu- 
^Jfer tn being a certain poet, called John Drydin^ 
vf^k tranflation of Virgil was lately printed in a 
Ydxgt folio, well bound, and if diligent fearch were 
maSc, for aught I know, is yet to be feen. There 
is another, called Nahum Tate, who is ready to 
make oath, that he has canfed many reams of verfc 
to be publiflied, whereof both himfelf andhis book- 
feller (if lawfully required) can ftill produce au- 
thentic copies ; and therefore, wonders why the 
world is pleafed to make fuch a fecret of it. 
There is a third, known by the name of Tom Dur* 
fiy> a poet of a vaft comprehenfion, an tmivcrfal 
genius, and moft profound learning. There are 
alfo one Mr. Rymer, and one Mr, Dennis^ moft 
profound critics. There is a perfon ftyled Dr. 
Mentley^ who has written near a thoufand pages of 
immenfe erudition, giving afulltmd true account of 
a ctrtzivi fquabble of wonderful importance between 
himfelf and a bookfeller *. He is a writer of infinite 
wit and humour ; no man rallies with a better grace, 
and more fprightly turns. Farther, I avow to 
your Highnefsy that with thefe eyes I have beheld 
the perfon of William fVoiton, B. D. who has writ- 
ten a good iizeable volume againft a friend of your 
governor f (from whom, alas, he muft therefore 
iook for little favour) in a moft gentlemanly ftylc, 
adorned with the utmoft politenefs and civility; 
replete with difcoveries, equally valuable for their 
novelty and ufe ; and embelliflied with traits of 
wit, fo poignant and fo appofite, that he is a wor- 
thy yokemate to his foremcntioned/nV«rf. 

Why fliould I go upon farther particulars, which 
might SH a volume with the juft eulogies of my 

* Bentley, in his controverfy witl^ Lord Orrery upon the genuine- 
fiefs of Phalaris's epidles, has given, in a preface, a long account of 
bis dialogues with a bookfeller, about the loan and rcftitution •£ a 
MS. 

t Sir William Temple, ■ 

yontemporarj 
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contemporary brethren ? I fRall bequeath this piece 
of juftice to a larger work ;: wherein I intend to 
write a charafter of the prefect fet of w/7j in our 
nation. Their perfons I fhall defcribe particularly, 
and at length;, their genius and underftandings, ia 
mignature. 

.In the mean time, I do here make bold to pre- 
fe'nt your Highnefs with a faithful abffaraft drawn 
from the univerfal'body of all arts and fciences, in- 
tended wholly for your fervice and- inftruflion,. 
Nor do I doubt in the leaft, but your Highnefs will 
pcrufe it as carefully,, and make as confiderable im- 
provements, as other young princes have already 
done by the many volumes, of late years, written 
for a help to their ftudies ♦. 

That your Highnefs may advance in wifclbm and- 
vh-tue, a^ well as years, and at laft outfhine aK' 
your royal anceftors, ihall.be the daily prayer of,. 

SIR, 

Dec. 1697. Tour Highnefs 's 

Moft devoted, &c,. 



• Thttt w«re IfiflomertMe fco^ks jprinted for xh^ Jtk tsS thai 
^ifiliii) of JPnnce. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

THE wits of the prefent age being fo yrttj tm^ 
merous and penetrating, it feems the gran* 
dees of church TLnAJiate begin to fall under hor* 
riUe appreheniions, left theie gentlemen, during thft- 
intervals of a long peace, fhould find kifiire to pick 
holes kl the weak fides of religioti and government* 
To prevent which,, there has been much thought 
employed of late upon certain projects for taking 
eff the force and edge of thofe jformidable inquir- 
tT%^ from canvafiing and rcafoning upon fuch deli« 
cate points.. They have at length fixed upon one> 
which will require fome time as well as coft toper- 
feA. Meanwhile, the danger hourly increafing^^ 
by new levies of Wits, all appointed (as there isrea« 
fon to fear) with pen, ink, and' paper, which may^ 
at an hour's warning, be diraMm out into pamphlets^ 
tod othei^ offenfivc weapons, ready for immediate 
execution ; it was judged of abfolute necefilty, that 
jibme pcefent expedient be thought on» till the main 
defign can be brought to maturity. To thb end^ 
at a grand committee, fbme ckys ago, this import-^ 
ant di&overy was.madle by a certain curious and re^ 
fined obferver. That feamen hAve a cuftom, when 
they meet a tvbale, to fling him out an empty t'ui 
by way of amufement, to divert him from laying 
yiolent hands upon the fliip. This parable was im-^ 
mediately mythologifed. The whale was interpret- 
ed to be Hobhes*s Leviathan ; which tofles and playa 
Irith all fchemes of religion and government, where- 
of^ 
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of a gyeat many are hollow, and dry, and empty, 
fnd Roify, and wooden, and given to rotation ^ 
This is the Leviathan, from \7hence the terrible wits 
©f our age are faid to borrow their weapons. The 
Jbip in danger, is eafily underftood to be its old an- 
titype, the commonwealth. But how to analyfe the 
tut, was a matter of difficulty; when, after long. 
Inquiry and dfcbate, the literal meaning was^preferv- 
ed : and it was decreed, that, in order to prevent 
thefe Leviathans from toffing and fporting with the 
tcmmon'we^lthy which of itfelf is^ too^apt to j/7r/<^ttfl/^,' 
they fhould be diverted- from that game by a Tale 
9f a Tub. And: my genius being conceived to lie 
»ot unhappily that way, I had the honour done me 
to be engaged.in the performance. 

• This is the fdlc*3efi^ in publifliing the following 
treatife ; which I hope will ferve for an. interim of 
fome months to employ thofe unquiet fpirits, till the 
pcrfeftlng of that great work : into the fecret oi 
which, it is reafonable the courteous reader fhoulck 
have fome little lights-. 

It is intended, that a large academy be erefted/, 
capable of containing nine tiboufand feven hundred 
forty and three peribns ; which, by moddi^ compu- 
tation^ is. reckoned to be pretty near the current 
numberof nvits inthis ifland. Thefe are to be diA 
pofed into the feveral ithools of this academy, and 
there, pur&ie thofe fhidies^ to which their genius mofr 
inclines them. THe undertaker himfclf will publilb 
his propofals. with all convenient fpecd ; to which I 
fliall refer the curious, reader for a more particular 
accountj mentioning at prefent only a few of the 

S'ncipal fchools.- There is, firft, a large ^r^r^/i? 
looi, w«th French and Italian matters : there is,' 
alfo, iht/pel/injg fchool, a very fpacious building *,'t\i^ 
fchool of looking-glajfes ; the fchool of /wearing ; 
the fchool of critics ; the fchool of falivatim ; mo 
(chool of hobby 'horfes ; the fchooL of p9etry ; the 

fchoolf. 
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fchool of tops * ; th« fchool of Jpken ; the fchool of 

faming ; with many others too tedious to recount, 
fe perfon to be admitted member into any of t^efe 
fchoolSy without an atteftation under two fufficicnt 
perfons hands, certifying him to be a wit^ 

But to return : I am lufficiexuly inftru£l:ed in the 
prineipd^l duty of a preface, if my genius were ca- 
pable of arriving at it. Thrice have I forced my 
imagination to make tSic tour of my invention, and 
thrice it has returned empty; the latter having been 
wholly drained by the following treatife. Not (9 
my more iucceisful brethren the moderns^ who will 
by no means let flip a preface or dedication, witlt* 
out fome notable diftinguiihing . ftroke to furprife 
the reader at the entry, and kindle a wonderful 
expedbation of what is taenfue. Such was that of 
a moft ingenious poet, who, foliciting his brain for 
Something, new, compared himfelf to the hangman^ 
and his patron to the patient. This was tnjigne^ rt" 
cenSf indiSfum on alio\. When I went through that 
neceflary and noble. courfe of ftudy %, I had the happi- 
nefs to obfervemanyfiichegregious touches.^ which 
1 fhall not injure the authors by tranfplanting ; be- 
caufe I have remarked, that nothing is fo very tender 
as a modem piece of wit, and which is apt to fuffer fo 
much in. the carriage. Some things are extremely 
witty to-day^ ovfqftingy or in this piace^ or at eight a 
clock, or over a bottle^ ovfpoke by Mr^Whatd^ykaWm^ 
or in afummer^s morning ; any of the which, by the 
fmalleft tranfpofai or mifapplication, is utterly an- 
nihilate. TIhis /Ti/ has. its walks and.purlieus, out 
of which it may^ot.ftray the breadth of an hair. 



* Tbit I tbuikthe author /hould have emitted, it being of the 
fery Tanie nature with the JcbBol of bcMy borfa, if ' one nwy venture 
to ccnfure one, who 4s fo fevere a cenforer of others, perhaps with 
too little diftindion. 

* t Hot. .Something extraordinary, new, and scvarhlt upon be- 
hrt. 

X -RcKdiH pttfaceii, Qfr, 
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upon peril of bemg loft» The moderns have art« 
fully fixed this mercury^ and reduced it to the cir- 
cumftances of time, place, and perfon. Such a 
jeft there is, that will not pafs out of Covent-gar- 
den ; and fuch a one, that is no where inteUigible 
but at Hyde-park corner. Now, though it fome- 
times tenderly affeAs me, to confider, that all the 
towardly paflages I ilxall deliver in the following 
treatife, will g^ow quite out of date and relifh with 
the firft ihifdng of the prefent fcene ; yet I muft 
needs fuhfcribe to the juftice of this f^ceeding ; 
becaufe I cannot imagine why we ihould be at ex- 
pence to furnifli wit for fucceeding ages» when the 
former have made no fort of provifion for ours : 
wherein I fpeak the fentiment of the very newcft, 
and confequently the moft orthodox refiners, as 
well as my own. However, being extremely fo- 
licitous, that every accomplifiied perfon, who has 
got into the tafte of wit calculated for this prefent 
month of Auguft 1697, Ihould defcend to the very 
bottom of all the fuUime throughout this treatife ; 
I hold fit to lay down this general maxim : What- 
ever reader defires to have a thorough comprehen- 
fion of an author's thoughts, cannot take a better 
method, than by putting himfelf into the circum- 
ftances and poftures of life, that the writer was 
in upon every important paffagc, as it flowed firom 
his pen : for tliis will introduce a parity and ftrift 
correfpendence of ideas between the reader and the 
author. Now, to afiiil the diligent reader in fo 
delicate an afiair, as far as brevity will permit, I 
have recolledled, that the fhrewdeft pieces of this 
treatife were conceived in bed, in a garret. At o- 
iher times, for a reafon beft known to myfelf, I 
thought fit to fharpen my invention with hunger ; 
and, in general, the whole work was begun, con* 
tinned, and ended, under a long courfe of p^rfic, 
and a great want of money. Now, I do amrmii 
it will be abfolutely impofiible for the candid per- 

ufer 
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u(er to go along with me in a great many briglu 
paflagcs, unlefs upon the feveral difHcultlcs emer- 
genty he will pleale to capacitate and prepare him- 
felf by thefe dire^ions. And this I lay down as 
my principal poftulatum. 

Becaufe I have profefled to be a moft devoted 
fervant of all modern forms, I apprehend fome cu- 
rious wit may objeA againft me, for proceeding 
thus far in a preface, without declaiming, accords 
ing to the cuftom, againft the multitude of writers^ 
whereof the whole multitude of writers moll reu* 
fonably complain. I am juft come from peniilng 
fpme hundreds of prefaces, wherein the authors do 
at the very beginning addrefs the gentle reader cou- 
ceming this enormous grievance. Of thcfc I have 
preferved a few examples, and (hall fet them down 
as near as my memory has been able to retain 
them. 

One begins thus : 

For a man to fet up for a writer ^ when the prefs 
fufarms with^ &c. 
Another: 

The lax upgn paper does not hjen the number tf 
fcribblersy who daily pefter^ &c. 
Another : 

When every little would-be wit takes pen in hand^ 
^tis in vain to enter the lijlsy &c. 
Another : 

To obferve what trajh the prefs /warms with, &g. 
Another : 

Sir, It is merely in obedience to your commands^ 
that I venture, into the public ; for who, upon a le/s 
confderation, would he of a party with fuch a rabble 
offcribblerSj &c. 

Now, I h»ve two words in my own defeijice a- 
gainft this obje^Qp. Firft^ I am £eu: from grant- 
ing the number of writers a nuifance to our na- 
tion, having ftrenuoufly maintained the contrary 
in fcvcral parts of the foUowiog difcourfe. Secoi^d- 
VoL.I. D Vj|^ 
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Jf, I do not well underftand the juftiCe of this pro^' 
ceeding; becaufe I obferve many of thefe polite 
prefaces to be not only from the fame hand, but 
from thole -who are moft voluminous in their fcve- 
ral produftions. Upon which I fhall tell the read- 
er a ihort tale 

A mountebank, in Leicefter»fields, had drawn a 
huge aflcmbly about him. Among the reft, a fat 
unweildy feUow, half-ftifled in the prefs, would be 
every fit crying out. Lord ! what a filthy croud is 
here ? Pray, good people, give way a little. Blefs 
me ! what a devil has raked this rabble together ? 
Z— — ds, what fqueezing is this ! Honeft friend, 
remove your elbow. At laft, a weaver^ that ftood 
next him, could hold no longer : A plague con- 
found you (faid he) for an overgrown floven ; and 
irho, inrthe xleviPs-name, I wonder, helps to make 
up the croud half fo much as yourfelf ? Don't you 
confider, with a pox, that you take up- more room 
with that carcafe than any five here ? Is not the 
plaqe as free for us as for you ? Bring your own 
^ts to a reafonable compafs, and be d — n'd ; and 
then rU engage we fliall have room enough for us 
all. 

There are certain common privileges of a writer, 
the benefit whereof, I hope, there will be no rea- 
fon to doubt ; particularly, that, where I am not 
underftood, it Ihall be concluded, that ibmething 
very ufefiil and profound is couched underneath ; 
and again, that whatever word or fentence is print- 
ed in a different charafter, fhall be judged to con- 
tain lomething extraordinary either of wit^ovjuk^ 
hfnXm • 

As for the liberty I have thought -fit to take of 

S>raifing myfelf upon fome occafions or none ; I am 
lire it will need no excufe, if a multiqde of great 
examples be allowed fufBcient authority. For it is 
here to be noted, that praifi was originally a pen- 
£on{>a]d by the world: but the moderns ^ finding 

the 
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the trouble atid charge teo great in coUefkiiig it»' 
have lately bought out the fee-fimpU ; fince which 
time, the right of prefentation is wholly in ourfclves. 
For thi» reaibn it b, that ^hen an author makes 
his own eulogy, he ufes a certsun form to declare 
and iofift upon his title; which is commonly in 
thefe or the like words, / fpeak without vanity : 
which I think plainly fhews k to be a matter of right 
and juftice. Now, I do here once for all declare, 
. that in every encounter of this nature, through the 
following treatife,. the form aforefaid is implied; 
which I mention, to fave the trouble of repeating 
it on fo many occafions. 

It is a great eafe to my confcience, that I have 
written fo elaborate and ufeful a difcourfe without 
one gndn of fatire intermixed; which is the fole 
point wherein I &ave taken leave to diflent from the 
ntmous originals of our age and country. I have 
obferved fome iatirifts to ufe the public much at the 
rate that pedants do a naughty boy ready horfed 
for Sifctpline : £rft, expoftulate the cafe, then plead 
the neceffity of the rod, from great provocation^^ 
and conclude every period with a laih. Now, if I 
know anv thing.ofs mankind, .thefe gentlemen might 
ircry well^fpare their reproof and* correftion : for 
ther^ is not, through all nature, another fo callous 
and inienfible a member as the world's pq/lmors', 
whether you apply to it the toe or the Hrcb^ Be- 
iides, moft of our late fatirifts feem to lie under a 
fort of miftake, that becaufe nettUs have the pre- 
rogative to fling, therefore all other weeds muft do 
To too, I make not this comparifon out of the 
leaft defign to detraft from thefe worthy writers : 
for it is weU known among mytho/ogijis, that weeds 
have the preheminence over all other vegetables ^ 
and therefore the firft monarch of this ifland, whofc 
tafte and judgement were fo acute and refined, did 
,very wifely root out the rofis from the collar of the 
^nfer, and plant the thiji/es in their ftead, as the 
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nobler iBower of the two. For ivhich reafon it is 
coiije^lurcd by profound antiquaries, that the fati- 
ric?i itch, fo prevalent in this part of our iiland, 
was firft brought amongus £rom beyond the Tweed. 
Here may it long flourifh and abound. May it fur* 
vive and negleft the fcom of the world, with as 
much eafe and contemjpt, as the world is infeniible 
to the laihes of it. May their own dulnefs, or that 
of their party, be no difcouragemeiit for the au- 
thors to proceed ; but tet them remember, it is with- 
nuiis as with razorsy which are never fo apt to cut 
thofe they are employed on, as when they ha:ve Iqfi 
their edge. Befides, thofe whofe teeth are too^rot* 
ten to bite, are beft, of all others, qualified to re* 
venge that dc^^A with their breath. 

I am not, like other men, to envy or undervalue 
the talents I cannot reach ; fbr which reafon I muft 
needs bear a urue honour to this large eminent feft 
of our Britifh writers. And I hope, this little pia* 
negyric will hot be oflFenfive to their iears, fincc it 
has the advantage of being only defigned for t^iem* 
felves. Indeed, Nature herfelf has taken order» 
that fame and honour ihould be purchafed at k 
better pennyworth by fatire, than by any othet 
produ6Hons of the brain ; the world being fooneft 
provoked to praifi by laJbeTy as men arc to hve\ 
There is a problem in an ancient author, why de* 
dications, and other bundles of flattery, run all 
upon ftalc mlifty topics, without the fmalleft tinc- 
ture of any thing new ; not only to the torment 
and naufeating of the Chriftian reader, but, if not 
luddenlj prevented, to the univerfal fpreading of 
that peftilent difeafe, the lethargy, in this ifland : 
Vrhereas there is very little fatire which has not 
fomething in it untouched before. The.defefts of 
the former are ufiially imputed to the want of in- 
vention among thofe who are dealers in that kind ; 
fetit, I think, with a great deal of injuftice ; the fo- 
ludon being eafy and natural* For the materials 
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of panegyric, being very few in number, have been ' 
long iince eadvaufted. For as health is but one 
thing, and has been always the fame : whereas dif* 
eafes are by thoufaxuls, befides new and daily addi* 
tions : fo all the virtues that have been ever in man* 
kind, are to be counted upon a few fingers ; but 
his follies and vices are innumerable, and time add** 
hourly to the heap. Now, the utmoft a poor poet 
can do, is to get by heart a lift of the cardinal vir- 
tues, and deal them with his utmoft liberality to 
his hero or his patron. He may ring the changes 
as far as it will go, and vary his phrafe till he has 
talked round: but the reader quickly finds it>is all 
fork *, with a* very litde variety of fauce. For there 
is no inventing terms of art beyond our ideas; and 
when our ideas are exhaufted, terms of art muft be 
fo'too. 

But though the matter for panegyric were at 
fruitful as the topics of fatire, yet would it not be 
liard to find out a fufficient reafon, why the latter 
will be always better received than the firft. For 
this being beftowed only upon one, or a few per- 
fons at: a time, is fure to raife envy, and confe- 
quently ill words, from the reft, who have no fliare 
in the bleffing. But fatire, being levelled at all, is 
Buver/rcfented for an ofiPence by any ; iince every 
Individual perfon makes bold to underftand it' of 
others,? and very wifely removes his particular part 
of * the :faurden upon the fhoulders of the world, 
which are broad enough, and able to bear it. To 
this purpdfe, I have fometimes refleAed* upon the 
dzffimnce*' between Athens and England .with re- 
fped to the point before us. In the Attic com- 
monweahh'f , it was the privilege and birthright of 
areiy citi2en and poet,, to rail aloud, and in public, 
or to expofe upon the ftage by name, any perfoa 

f Plntaich* f Vid, Xenoph. 

.'3 
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they pleafed, though of the greateft figure, whe- 
ther a Creon, an Hyperbolus, an Alcibiades, or a 
Demofthenes. But, on the other fide, the left re- 
fle£ting word let fall againft the pe^U in general, 
was immediately caught up, and revenged upon the 
authors, however confiderable for their quality or 
merits. Whereas in England it is juft the reverfe 
of all this. Here, you may fecurely difplay your 
utmoft rhetoric agaioA mankind, in the face of the 
world ; tell them. That all are gone ajtray ; that 
there is none that doth good^ no not one ; that we live 
in the very dregi of time ; that knavery and atheifm 
iare epidemic as the pox ; that honejiy is .fled 'with A* 
ftraa ; with any other common places, efually new 
and eloquent, which are furnifhed by the fplendida 
bilis $. And when you have done, the whole au- 
dience, far from being offended, fhall return you 
thanks, as a deliverer of precious and ufefal truths. 
Nay farther, it is but to ventxire your lungs, and 
you may preach in Covent-garden againft foppery 
and fornication, and fomething elfe ; againft pride 
and diflimulation, and bribery, at White-hall : you 
may expofe rapine and injuftice in the inns of court 
chapel ; and, in a city pulpit, be as fierce as you 
pleaie againft avarice, hypocriiy, and extortion. It 
is but a ball bandied to and fro, and every man car* 
ries a racket about him to ftrike it from himfelf a- 
mong the reft of the company. But, on the other 
fide, whoever fliould xniftake the nature of things 
fo far, as to drop but a fingle hint in public, how 
fuch a one ftarved half the fleet, and half^poifoned 
the reft ; how fuch a one, from a true principle of 
leve and honour, pays no debts but for wenches and 
play ; how fuch a one has got a clap, and runs out 
of his cftate ; how Paris, bribed l^ Juno and Fe* 

X Hor. S^lift. 

nus, 
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nus*, loth to ofFend either party, flept out the 
whole caufe on the bench ; or, how/uch an orator 
makes long fpeeches m the fenate with much thought, 
little fenfe, and to no purpofe : whoever, I fay, 
N fhould venture to be thus particular, muft expe£b 
to be imprifoned {or fcandaium magnatum ; to have 
challenges fent him ; to be fucd for defamation ; and 
to be brought before the bar of the houfe. 

But I forget that I am expatiating on a fubjeft 
wherein I have no concern, having neither a talent 
nor an inclination for fatire ! On the other fide, I 
am fo entirely fatisfied with the whole prefent pro- 
cedure of hiunan things, that I have been iomc 
years preparing materials towards A panegyric upon 
the world; to wiich I intended to add a fecond part, 
intitled, Amodefl defence of the proceedings of the 
rabble inall ages^ Both tbefe I had thoughts to 
publifh, by way of appendix to the following trea- 
tife ; but, finding my common-place book fill much 
flower than I had reafon to expeA, I have chofen 
to defer them to another occafion. Befides, I have 
been unhappily prevented in that defign by a certain 
domeftic misfortune : in the particulars whereof, 
though it would be very feafonable, and much in 
the modern way, to inform the gentle reader ^ and 
would alfo be of great afliftance towards extending 
this preface into the fize now in vogue, which by 
rule ought to be largfp in proportion as the fubfe- 
quent volimie isfmaU; yet I fhall now difmifs our 
impatient reader from any farther attendance at the 
porch ; and having duly prepared his mind by a 
preliminary difcoune, fiiall gladly introduce him to 
the fublime myfteries that enfiie. 

* Juno and Venus, are money and a ffltftrefgj very powerful 
bribes to a judge, if fcandal (ays trne. I remember fnch reflcAiont 
were caft about that time, but I cannot fix the perfon intended 
here* 
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SECT. I. 

The INTRODUCTIONf. 

WHoever hath an ambition to be heard in a 
croud, muft prefs, and fqneeze, and 
thruft, and climb, with indefetigable pains, till he 
has cxdltcd hrmfelf to a certain degree of altitude 
above them. Now, in all aiTemblies, though you 

wedge 

• The Talct)f a Tab has tatde much noife m thcvorid. It 
was one of Swift's earlieft perfof>nances,^'aaci has oevef been excel* 
led in wit and fpirit by bis ovn, or any other pen. The ceafuits 
that have pafTcd upon it are v«irious. The muft material of which 
were fuch as refle£ted apon Dr. Swift, in the charafter of a clergy •• 
man, and a Chriflian. It has bccnr one t>f thtf misfbrtunes attending 
Chriftianity, that many of her fons, from a miftaken filial piety, 
have indulg::d tbemfeives in too retrained and tco melancholy a way 
of thinking. Can we wonder, then,' if a 'book compbfed with afi 
the force of wit and huraoTir, in deriflon of- &cerdotal ^ tyranny, is 
ridicule of grave hypocrify, and in contempt of phlegoiatic (lifToc A» 
/houid be wilfully mifconfliued by fome perfons, and ignorantly mif* 
Taken by others, as a farcaimr andTeflieaion upon 'the wholcf Chrx- 
ftian church? fiwift's ungovernable fpirit of itony has fometiitiel 
carried him into very unwarrantable ftigbts of wit. In the ftyle of 
truth, I muft look upon the Tale of a Tub as no intendtd infulc a- 
%un^ ChriiHanity, but as a iatire againft the wild errors of the chiirch 
of Rome, the Aow and incomplete refoHtfttion of the Lmheraaa9 
and the abfurd and affe^ed zeal of the Prelbyteriaos. Orrtiy, 

•f The Introdu£lioii abounds wi:h wit and humour. But the 
author never Icfes the Itaft opportunity of venting his keeneft 
fatiro againft Mr. Diyden, and confe^ently loads with infults the 
grcateft, although the leaft profperous of our Englifli poets. Yet 
who can avoid fmiling, when he finds the Hind and Paatber as a 
complete abftraft of fixteen thoufand ichoolmen, and when Toniffiy 
Potts is fuppofed written by the fame hand, as a fapplemcnt to the 
former work ? I am willing to imagine, that Dryden, in fome man. 
Jier or other, bad offended Swift, who, otherwife, J hope, ¥K>uld 

have 
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wedge them ever fo clofe, we may obferv« this pe- 
culiar property, that over their heads there is room 
enough ; but how to reach it, is the difficult point ; 
it being as hard to get quit oinumier, as of beii: 

— evadere ad avras^ 
Hoc opus 9 hie labor efi ♦• 

To this end, the philofopher's way in all aget 
has been by ereAing certain Y^j^r^x in the air. BtiC» 
whatever praAice and reputation thefe kind of 
ftruftures have formerly poflefled, or may ftitt 
continue in, not excepting even that of Socrates, 
when he was fufpended in a baiket to help contem- 
plation ; I think, with due fubmiflion, they feem 
to labour under two inconveniencies, Firjl, That 
the foundations being laid too high, they have been 
often out of Jight, and ever out of hearing, St^ 
condly^ That the materials, being very tranfitory, 
have fuffered much from inclemencies of air, efpc- 
cially in thefe north weft regions. 

Therefore, towards the juft performance of this 
great work, there remain but three methods that I 
can think on ; whereof the wifdom of our ances- 
tors being highly fenfible, has, to encourage all a^ 
fpiring adventurers, thought fit to ereft three wood- 
en machines for the ufe of thofe orators, who de- 
iire to talk much without interruption. Thefe arc, 
the pulpit y the ladder^ and xhtftage-itirierant. For, 

have been more indulgent to the errors of a man opprefTed by pover- 
ty, driven on by party, aod bewildered by re]igion.— «But although 
our fatirical author, now aod then may have indulged himfelf in fome 
perfonal animofities, or may have taken freedoms not fo perfeOl/ 
confident with that folemn decency which is required from a clergy* 
man $ yet, throughout this whole piece there is a vein of ridicule and 
good humour, that laughs pedantry and afF&£lation into the lowed 
degree of contempt, and expofes the character of Peter and Jack in 
fuch . a manner as never will be forgiven, end never can be an- 
fwered. Orrery, 

* But to return and view the chearful ikies ; 
Jo this the taik and mighty labour lies« 
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as to the i/ir, tho\igli it be comjpoiinded of the fame 
matter, and defigned for the uune ufe, it cannot, 
however, bie well allowed the honour of a fom^th, 
by reafoQ of its level or inferior fituation, expoiing 
it to perpetual interruption from collaterals. Nei- 
ther can the 'bench itfelf, though raifed to a proper 
cminency, put in abetter claim, whatever its advo- 
cates infift on. For, if they pleafe to look into 
the ordinal deiign of its ereftion, aoid the circum- 
ftaiice» or adjunAs fubfervient to that deiign, they 
ndll fiion acknowledge the prefent> praAice exa^ly 
.correfpondent to the primitive inftitution; and 
both to anfwer the etymology of the name, which> 
in the Phoenician- tongue, is a word of great figni- 
fication, iii^rting, if literally interpreted,- the 
place ofjleep ; but, in common acceptation, a feat 
^i^ll Mftered and cujhionedy for the repofe of old and 
gouty limbs : Senes ut in otia tuta recedant : For- 
tune being indebted to them this part of retaliation, 
that, as formerly they have long talked^ whilft 
oxhcrsflept, fo now they mKyfleep as long, whilft 
Others taU. 

But if no other argument could occur, to exclude 
> the ben^k and the bar from the lift of oratorial mar 
chines> it were fu£&cient, that the admiffion of 
them wottld overthrow a number, which I was re* 
folved to eftablifh, whatever argum'ent it might coft 
me ; in imitation of that prudent method obferved 
by many other philofophers and great clerks, whofe 
chief art in divifion has been to grow fond of fome 

S roper mvftical number, which their imaginations 
ave rendered facred, to a degree, that they force 
common reafon to find room for it in. every gart of 
nature^ reducing, including, and adjufting ev€ry 
genus 2LndJpecies within that compafs, by coupling 
?ome againft their wills, and banifliihg others at any 
rate. Now, among all the reft, the profound 
number THREE is that which hath moft employed 
my fublimeft fpeculations, nor ever without won- 
derful' 
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dcrful delight; There b now in thcprefs, and will 
be pijblifhed next term,. a panegyrical eflay of mine 
upon this niimber ; wherein I have, by moft con- 
vincing proofs, not only reduced xhtjcnfes and the 
elements under its banner, but brought over feveral 
deferters from its two great rivals, SEVEN and 
NINE. 

Now, the firft of thefe oratorial machines in 
place, as well as dignity, is theptHpit, Of pulpits 
there are in this ifland feveral (orts^ but I efteem 
only that made of timber from the Jylva Caledonia^ 
which agrees- very well with our climate. If it be 
upon its decay, it Is the better, both for conveyance 
of found, and for other reafons to be mentioned by 
and by. The degree .of perfe<Elion .in fhape and 
fize, 1 take to coniift in being extremely narrow, 
with litde ornament, and beft of all without a co- 
ver, (for, by ancient rule, it ought to be the only 
-uncovered vejfelm every ^Sembly, where it is right- 
fully ufed) by which means, from its near refem- 
blance to a jillory, it will ever have a mighty influ- 
ence on human ears^ 

Of ladders 1 need fay nothing. It. is obferved by 
foreigners themfelves, to the honour of our coun^ 
try, that we excell all nations in our praftice and 
underftanding of diis machine. The afcending 
orators do not only oblige their audience in the a- 
greoable delivery, but the whole world in the early 
publication of their fpeeches ; which I look upon 
as the choiccft trcafury of our Britiih eloquence, 
and whdreof, I am informed, that worthy citizen 
and bookfeller? Mr. John Dunton, hath made a 
faithful and a painful collection, which he fhortly 
defigns to pubhih in twelve volumes in folio, illu- 
ftrated with copper-plates : A work highly ufeful 
and curious, and altogether worthy of fuch a 
hand* 

Thd 
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The laft engine of orators is xiitflagi'itinerant *, 
crefted with much fagacity, fub Jove pluvioy in tri- 
viis et quadriviis f . It is the gi'eat feminary of the 
two former, and its orators are fometimes prefer- 
red to the one, and fometimes to the other, in pro- 
portion to their defervings, there being a ftrift and 
perpetual intercourfe between all three. 

From this accurate deduftion it is manifeft, that, 
for obtaining attention in public, there is of necef- 
fity required a fuperior pofition of place. But al- 
though this point be generally granted, yet the 
caufe is little agreed in ; and it feems to me, that 
very few philofophers have fallen into a true, natural 
folution of this phenomenon. The deepeft account, 
and the moft fairly digefted of any I have yet met 
with, is this. That air being a heavy body, ainl 
therefore, according to the fyftem of Epicurus J, 
continually defcending, muft needs be more fo, 
when loaden and prefled down by words ; which 
are alfo bodies of much weight and gravity, as it is 
manifeft from thofe deep imprejjions they make and 
leave upon us ; and therefore muft be delivered 
from a due altitude, or elfe they will neither carry 
a good aim, nor fall down with a fuificient force. 

Corpoream quoque enim vocem conjiare fatendwn efi^ 
Etfonitumy quoniam pojfunt wipellere.fenfus *, 

Lucr. lib. 4. 

And I am the readier to favour this conjefture, 

' from a common obfervation, that, in tli2 feveral 

affemblies of tKefe orators, nature itfelf hath in- 

<lru6led the hearers to ftand with their mouths o- 

• Is the mouatebank'i ftage, whofe orators the author determinci 
cither to the gallows or a conventicle. 

+ In the' open air, and in ftrects where the greateft refott if, 
J Lucret. lib. 2. 

* ^lls certain then, that voice that thus can wound. 
Is all material \ body every found. 

pen, 
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pen, and ercAed parallel to the horizon^ (b as they 
may be interfered by a perpendicular line from the 
zenith to the centre of die earth. In which pofi- 
tion, if the audience be vrell compaA, eAxry one 
carries home a ihare, and little or nothing is loft. 

I confefs, there is fomething yet more refined i^ 
the contrivance and ftrufture or our modern thea- 
tres. For, firft, the pit is funk below the ftage, 
with due regard tx> the inftitutlon above deduced"; 
that whate%'er tueighty matter (hall be delivered 
thence, whetlicr it be lead or gofd^ may fall plum 
into the jaws of certain critics^ as I think they are 
called, \vhich ftaxid ready opened to de^'our them. 
^fhen the boxes are built round, and raifcd to a 
level with the fcene, iu deference to tlic ladies ; bc- 
caufe that large portion of wit laid out in raiiing 
pruriences and protuberances, is obferved to run 
much upon a line, and ever in a circle. The whi- 
ning paffions, and little ftarved conceits, are gent- 
ly wafted up, by their own extreme levity, to the 
middle region ; and theix fix, and are frozen by 
the frigid underilandings of the inhabitants. Bom- 
baftry and byffoonry, by nature lofty and light, 
foar higheft of all ; and would be loft in the roof, 
if the prudent architcft had not, with much fore- 
iiglit, contrived for them a fourth place called the 
twehipenny gallery^ and there planted a fuitable co 
lony, who greedily intercept them in their pafTage. 

. Now tliis phy£ko-logical fcheme of oratorial re- 
xreptacles or machines, contains a gi'eat myftery ; 
being a type, a fign, an emblem, a fhadow, a fym 
bol, bearing analogy to the fpacious common- 
wealth of writers, and to thofe methods by which 
they muft exalt themfelves to a certain eminency a- 
bove the inferior world. By the pulpit are adun^ 
bratfid the writings of our modern faints in Graac 
Britain, as they have fpiritualifed and i^fin- 
^d them from the drofs and groflhefs oi fenfi 
and human reafyta The matter, as we have faid^ 
Vol. I. E \ 
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is of rotten wood ; and that upon t^ocronfider^. 
tions ; becaufe it is the quality of rotten wood te 
give light in the dark : And, fecondly, becaufe its 
cavities are full of worms ; which is a type with a 
pair of handles *, having a rei'peft to the two prin^ 
cipal qualifications of the orator, and the two dif- 
ferent fates attending upon his works. 

The ladder is an adequate lymbol oifaSiion, and 
o( poetry ; to both of which fo noble a niunber of 
authors are indebted for their fame. Of /a5iion f, 

becaufe ♦.#**^***** __. 

• •♦##♦#. ••!►*• ffiatuj tn 

#•♦•#••••»•# MS. 

• •••••#•••»# Of poetry, 
becaufe its orators do perorare with a fong ; and, 
becaufe climbing up by flow degrees. Fate is furC 
to turn them off before they can reach within ma* 
ny fleps of the top; and becaufe it Is a prefermem 
attained by transferring a propriety, and a con* 
founding of wffttw and /www. 

Under t!d.tjl age- itinerant are couched diofe pro- 
dyftions defigned for the pleafiire and delight of 
mortal man ; fuch as, Sixpenny iv&rth o/vJiit^ ^^• 
minjter drolleries^ Delightful tales y Complete jeflers^ 
and the like ; by which the writers of and for 
GRXJB-STREET have hi thefe latter ages fo nobly 
triumphed over Time% have clipped his wings, 
pared his nails, filed his teeth, turned back his 
hour-glafs, blunted his fcythe, and drawn the hob- 
nails out of his fhoes. It is under this clafs I have 



* The two principal qualifications of a fftfiatic preacher, are, htn 
inward light, and his head full of maggots ; and the two diffbrenc 
fates of his writings are to be buMt or worm eaten. 

f Here is pretended a defe£l in the manufcript^ and this U veiy 
frequent with our author, either when he thinks he cannot fay anf 
* thin^ Worth reading ; or when he has no nund to enter ovthe fobje6t; 
or when it is a natter of Httle moment; or. perhaps, to amai« hit 
reader, whereof he it fj;eqtifintly very fond j •r, laiUy, with iouie is- 
tirical iin:ention. 



prfiumcd 



Tie IntroduSion. 51 

preiumed co lift my^irefenttreatife, being juft conic 
from having the honour conferred upon me, to be 
adopted a member of that illuftrious fraternity. 

Now, I am not unaware, how the productions 
of the Grub^ftreet brotherhood have of late years 
fallen under maily prejudices ; nor how it has been 
the perpetual employment of two junhr ftart-up fo- 
cieties, to ridicule them and their authors, as un- 
worthy their eftablifhed poft in the commonwealth 
of wit and learning. Their own confcicnces will 
eafily inform them, whom I mean. Nor has the 
world been fo negligent a looker-on, as not to ob* 
ierve the continual efforts made by the focieties of 
Grefham * and of Will's f to edify a name and re- 
putation upon the ruin of OUKS, And this \^ 
yet a more feeling grief to us, upon the regards of 
tendemefs as well as of juftice, when we refieA on 
their proceedings not only as unjuft, but as un- 
grateful, undutHFul, and unnatural. For how can 
k be forgofrby the woddy (»: themfelves, to fay no- 
dung of our own records, which are fnll and clear 
in the point, that they both are feminaries, noc 
only of our plantings but our watering too I I am 
informed, our two rivals have lately nutdc an cffef 
to enter into the lifts with united forces, and chal- 
lenge us to a comparifon of books, both as to 
nueight znAnumhr. In return to which, with li* 
cence from OUT prrfident, I.humbly ofier two an* 
iWers. Firftr we fay, • the propolal is like that 
\f hich Archimedes made upon a finaller aftair Xf 
including an impoifibility in the praAice ; for 
where can they find fcales of capacity enoiigh for 
the firft, or an arithmetician of capacity enough for 

• GreHiain college w?f the phcc where ihc R-oytl Tocicty then 
niCt, from whence tl.cvrtnumd lo Crmecou t in Fleet 'fticet. 

-J- WjlPi cii(fech')nfo in Covent-gardcn was forrrxiljr the place 
vjierelhe poets ufually met j wliich, though it be yet frcrfh in mc* 
m'.ry, in ("ome years may be forgotten, and v.aat th!s exphnation, 

J,. J^.x, Abcui moviiig the c.uih, 

K 2 vV*-. 
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the iecond ? Secondly^ yre aro^peady to accqpt the 
challenge ; but with thi$ conditaon, diat a thn^ in- 
different pekfon bie vJSgoed^ to whole impartial 
judgement it fhoukl be left to dedde, 'wfakh ibcie- 
xj each book» treatife, or paixuriilet» do cnoft pro^ 
perly beloagtisu * TSUb point, Godicmoiisi, is wrf 
£ir from btimg fixed at pvdfeat : fix we are reasij 
to produce a cacatofue of Some thoufandst ivhich 
in aU comnoB juftice ought to be intttk4 to /our 
firaieiiiirjr, but by die revolted and new-fangled 
writers inoft perBdioxiily aicribed to die tnhers. 
Upon all which, w« think it very unbecomtng-our 
pnidence, diat the determiaation &ould be remk* 
ted to die authors diemfclves ; when our adveria^ 
ries, by briguixi^ and cabaHing, iiave caufed (b u* 
niverfal a ddkAion £romu9,thatthcgreatefl:partof 
our fociety hadi already idcferted to them, and our 
neareft fnends begin to ftand akMof, as if diey were 
half-afliamed to own us. 

This is the utmoft i am wndioriied 1o iky iipon 
ib ungrateful and melancholy a fizt^efb ; becaofe 
we are extreme unwilling to inflame a controverfy; 
vhofe continuance may l>e £b fatal to the inteivfts 
<tf us all ; defiring much rather diat dungs be ami- 
cably compoied ; and we ihall. fo £ar advance on 
our fide, as to be ready to receive thie two prodigals 
with open arih^ whenever they ihall think fit to 
return from their bujls and their harlots ; which, I 
dunk, iroxxi the pcefent courfe of their ftudies* 
thev-moft propNsiiy may be faid to be engaged in; 
ana, lyte an. indulgent parent, continue to them 
our afie£tion and our blefiing. 

But the ^eateft maim given to that general re- 
ception which die writings of our fociety have for- 
merly received, (next to the tranfitory llate of all 
fublunary things), hath been a fupcrficial vein a- 
mong many readers of the prefent age, who will by 



^^ • Virtuofo experiments, and modf rn comedies. 
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n'O means be perfuadcd le iiM^^eft beyond the fwr^ 
face and the rind of things : 'Whereas, loi/ibm is a 
fox^ who, after long hunting; ^iril at lafl coftyou 
the pains to dig oot ; it is %^etes/^, vhich, by how ^ 
much the richer, has the dudter, the homelier, 
and the coarfer coat ; and whereof, to a judicious 
palate the maggots are the beft : it is zjack-poffit^ 
wherein the deeper you go, you will find it the 
fweeter. Wifdom is a bffiy whofe cackling we muil 
value and confider, becauie it is anended with an 
egg. But, then, bitty, it is a ni//, which, unlefs 
you chufe with judgement, may coft you a tooth, 
and pay yon with nothing but a uorm., In confe- 
<iuence of thefc momentous tniths, the Gi-ub?ean 
iages have always clioiin to convey their precepts 
and their arts fhut up within the vehicles of types 
and fabks ; which having been perhaps more cart- 
ful and cm-ious in adorning, than was altogether 
necefTary; h has fared with thefe vehicles, after the 
niual fate of coaches over-£neiy painted and gH<p 
diat the tranfi^ory gazers have jb dazzled thcireye?, 
and fiHed tfaebr inag^Biations with the outward la- 
ftre, as neither to regard or tonfider the perfon 
or die parts of the owaer within ! A misfortune 
we undergo wkh Ibmewhat kfs rcluftanry, be- 
caufe it has been ctMnnon to us witli Pythago- 
ras, jEfop, Socrates, and other of our predecel^ 
fbrs. 

However, thvt neidier the world, nor ourfHvesV 
may any longer fuSbr by fiich mifunderftandings, I 
have been prevailed on, after much importunity 
from my friends, to mivcl in a complete and labo- 
rious diflertation upm dte prime produ&ions of 
our fociery ; which, befides their beautiful exter- 
nals for the g^radfiGRionfrfAiperficial readers, have 
darkly and tkeply couched under xhem the moll fi- 
niflied and refined lyfte«u i^ all Ickncies and arts ; 
asl do oot doubt to by open by umwifttngor un- 
JB 3 winding. 
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.wUidiQi, Rnd eitlicr to dcaw up by cxantlation, w 
difplay by Incifipn. 

Tlus great wodt wa« entered vpoa (ome y<»rs a* 
go by oojCLoC our tnoft mineiil members. He 
began with the hiftory of Reynal*d the fox * ; but 
neither lived to P!ablifli his euayy nor to proceed 
farther m fo uferql^an attempt ; which is very much 
to be lamented, becaufe the difcovery he made, and 
communicated with his friends, is now univerfally 
received ; nor do I think, any of the learned wiU 
difpute that famous treatife to be a complete body 
of civil knowledge, and the revelation^ or rather 
the apocalypje of all Aztt-arcana, But the progrefs 
I have made is much greater, having already fi- 
niihed my annotations upon feveral dozens.; zrom 
Ibme of which I ihall impart a few hints to the 
candid readeri as far as will be neceflary to the con- 
clufion at which! aim. 

The firft piece I have handled, is that of Tom 
numb, whole author was a Pythagorean philofo- 
pher. This dark ireatife contains Ac whole fcheme 
of the metempfycbofis^ deducing the progrefs of the 
foul through all her flages. 

The iiext is Dr. Pauflus, penned by Artephius, 
an author bon^e nota, and an adeptus. He puhlifh- 
ed it in the nioe-hundredth-eiffhty-fourth year of 
his age f • This writer proceeds wholly by nincru* 
dation, or in the via bitmida : and the marriage be- 
tween Fauihis and Helen does moft'confpicuoufly 
dilucidate the fermenting of the mak and fmuui 
dragon. 

Wbitinffon and bis ai^ is the work of that my- 
£erious Kabbif Jehuda Hannafi ; containing a de- 

•The MtHor fccms here to be mifiaken ; for I have fccn a Latin 
edition of Repar4 the fox above % hundred years old, which I take 
to be the original } for the reft, it ha« been thought by many people 
CO contain tamt fiui.-ical defign in it* 

f The chymi(ls fay of him in their booht, that he ptolong^ his 
life 19 a thcuiand years, and then diedToluatarily, 

"" ' fence 
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fence of xhtCemara of the Jerufalem Mifna +, and 
and its juft preference to that of Babylon, contrarjr 
to the vulgar opinion. 

The Hi'^d and Panther, This is the maftcr-piece 
of a famous writer now living $, intended for a 
complete abftraft of fixteen thoufand fchoolmen 
from Scotus to Beliarmin. 

Tammy Potts. Another piece fuppofcd by the 
fame hand, by ^Tay of fupplenient to the former. 

The wife men of Gotham, cum appendices This* 
is a treatiie of immenfe erudition ; being the great 
original and fountain of thofe arguments, bandied 
about both in France and England, for a juft de- 
fence of the moderns learning and wit acainft the 
prefumption, the pride, and ignorance or the anci: 
ents. This unknown author hath fo exhaufted the 
fubjeA, that a penetrating reader will eaiSIy difco- 
ver whatever hath been written fince upon that dif- 
pute to be little mor^ than repetition. An abftraft 
of this treatlTe hath been lately publifhed by a vior^ 
thy member of our fociety • . 

Thcfe notices may icrvc to give the learned read- 
er an idea, as well as a ts^e, of what the whole 
work is likely to produce ; wherein I have now al- 
together circumfcribed my thoughts and my ftudies ; 
and, if I can bring it to a permlion before I die, 
fliall reckon I have well employed the poor remains 
of an unfortunate life f . This indeed is more than 
I can juftly expeft from a quill worn to the pith in 
the fervice of die ftate in pro^s and con's upon Po- 

* TheCeman is the detifion, explanation, or interpretation of 
the Tewiflk Rabbles t and the Mifna is properly the code or body of 
the Jewifli civil or common law. 

f ym. In the 1698. 

* l^ia I fuppofe to be underdood of Mr. Wotton^s difcoui^e of 
aocieot and modern learning. 

f Here the author feems to perfonate L'Ifhrange, Dryden, and 
iome othen, vho, after having palTed their lives in vices, faftion, 
aod falfehood, have the impudence to talk of merit; and inno- 
ceoce, and fu^erings, 
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pijh pIcfSf aad meaUtubs X^ and exclvjim'bills, and 
fiffiv€ dediirue^ and addrejfes of lives and for^ 
4wies\ 2nd preregative^ ^nd propirty^ and liberty of 
cpnfciencey and btttrs to a friend : From an urider- 
ftandihg and a confcience thread-bare and ragged 
vith pei^tual turziing ; £rom a head broken in a 
hundred places by the malignants of the bppofite 
£siAions ; and firom a body fpent with poxes ill cured 
by trufting to bawds and furgeons, who, as it after 
ifards appeared, were profefled enemies to me and 
the government, and revenged their party's quan-cl 
upon niy nofe and ihinSk Fourfcore and eleven 
pamphlets h^ve I written under three reigns, and 
for the fervice of fix and thirty factions. But, 
finding the ftate has no farther occafipn for 
me and my ink, I reture. willingly to draw it out 
into fpeculations more becommg a philofpher ; ha- 
ving, to iny unfpeakable comfort, pafied a long 
life with a confcience void of offence. 

But to return : I am afiured from the reader's 
candor, that the brief fpecimen I have given, will 
eafily clear all the reft of our fociety's produdHons 
from an afperCon grown, as it is manifeft, out of 
envy and ignorance. That they are of litde farther 
ufe or value to mankind beyond the common en- 
tertainments of their wit and their (Wle ; for thefe 
1 am lure have never yet been difputed by our 
keeneft adveriaries; in both which, as well as the 
more profound and myftical part, I have, through- 
out this treatife dofely followed the m<^ applaud- 
ed originals. And to render ^ complete, I have, 
with much thought and application of mind, fo 
ordered, that the chief title prefixed to it, I mean, 
that under which I defign it fhall pafs in the com- 
mon converfations of court and town, is modell- 

X lo King Charles 1 1*8 time, there was an account of a Pieflby- 
^cridn ploc^ fousd ia a tub^ which then mad; much n^^^ 

ed 
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cd exa<SHy after die manner peculiar to our fo- 
ciety. 

I confefs to have been fomerrhat liberal in the bn- 
Cnefs of titles * , liaving obfcrved the humour of 
multiplying ^em to bcsr greet vogue tnibog cer| 
tain writers^ whom I exceeding reverence. And 
indeed it fcema not unreafoiuude, tfasft' books liie 
children of the braia, ihould bare the honour M 
be chriftened with variety of names, as well as o^ 
ther infants of quality. Our famous Diyden haitf 
ventured to proceed a point £urther, endeavouring 
to introduce alfo a multiplicity of god/aibers f t 
which is an improvement of much more advantage^ 
upon a very obvious account. It is a picv this ad- 
mirable invention has not been better cuhnrated, fo 
as to ^rOw by this time into general imitation, 
when inch on authority ferres it for a precedent. 
Nor have my endeavours been wanting to fecond 
ib ufeful an example : But it feems, there is an 
unhappy expence wially annexed to the calling of 
a godnither, which was clearly out of my head, as 
it is very reaibnable to. believe. Where the pinch 
lay, I catmot cextainly affirm ; but having employ- 
ed a world of thoughts and pains to fpUt my trea« 
tile into .foity feflions, . and having intreated forty 
lords of my acquaintance, that they would do me 
the honour to ftand, they all made it a matter of 
confcience, and fent me their excufes, 

* The title page in, the orisiiiilwit Ib torn, thtt it«'M notp»f& 
fible to recover r^cverd titki, which: the jiahoK hero ftetlnof. 
f See Virjil tranfltted^ ftc. he dcilk«tcl the Ait'eFCfitipaiti o# 

Virgil ;o different patiom. 



SECT. 



A TALE OF A TUB. 



SECT. II. 



ONCE upOA^a time, there was a man who hact 
three foas bf cme wife ''^^ and all at a birth; 
aekhe^ cobld the mkhrife tell certainly which was* 
tkc ekIeA. Thck father died while they were 
ymng; and upon his death^bed, calling the lads tO' 
luniy ^oke thus : 

Sons, Becaufi liavt purchafed m eJlatCj nor was 
kern to any^ I have fcn^ ccnfidend ofjome good lega*- 
cits to bequeath you nnd at laji^ with much care as 
'well as expence have provided each of you (here they- 
arc) a new cost t« ^ow^ you are to underftandt^ 
that thefe coats have tvjo viriuet contained in them; 
One is, that, Vfith good Vf earing^ they mil laft you 
frejb and found as long as you live. The other isy 
that they iviU grow in the fame proportion with your 
bodies, lengthening and wiaening of tbemfolvcs^ fi as 
ta be always fit. Here^ let me fee thent on you be- 
fore I die. : So, very well ; pray, children, wear 
them clean^ and brujfh them often. You will find in 
my will $ (here it is) fuUinftru^ions in every par- 
titular concerning the wearing and management of' 

* By thefe three (ons, Pe|er« Martins uid- . Jtck ; Popery, the 
Church of EhgTand^ ao4 our Proteftaat DUIsatcr ut dcfigoed. H^.. 
Wotton, 

In the charaAer of Peter, we fee the Pope, feated on his pontifictl 
t^ne^ and adoracd v^^ ixia triple crown, In the pi^re of -Mar* 
tin.' we vMW Luther aad the firft Tefbrtncrs. AimI in the defcnp* 
tion .of Jtclp, iMt befa0'4.Ji^ Calvin Ao4 his difcipies. The suthdr's 
arrows are chiefly direAe4 againft Peter aad Jftck. To Martia. he 
ihews all the indvlgence that the l^ws of allegory will permit. 
Orrery 

"t* Byhsscoatf, whkh he gave hla fon% the garment of the If- 
raelites is meant. W, JVattM, 

An error (with fubmiflion) of the learned commcntalor; for by 
tlv CQjits.'iprr meant the doclrioe and faith of Chiirtianity, by the 
wifdcm of the divine founder,, fitted to ali times, places, and cir- 
rum/lances,. Lambia, 
The New TcRi-mcnt^ 
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your coats ^ whrnn. you muft be very exQ&^ to avoid 
the penalties I have appointed for every tranfgrtOion 
or negleSif upon which your futurt fortunes will en- 
tirely depend. I have alfo commanded in my wilt^ 
that youjhould live togeiUr in one houfe^ lUe brethren 
and friends ; for then you will be fure to thrive, and 
not othiTwife. 

Here the ftory fays, this good father died and 
the three fons went sdl togedier to feek their for- 
tunes. 

I fhail not trouble you with recounting what ad- 
ventures they met for the firft fcven years, any 
farther than by taking notice, that they carefully 
obfcrved their father's wiU, and kept-tlieir coats iu 
very good order; thJit they travelled through fcve- 
ral countries, encountered a reaibnable quantity of 
4^iints, and ilcw certain dragons. 

Being now arrived at the proper age for produc- 
ing themfclves, th^ came up to town, and fell in 
Jove with the ladies j but elpecially thi-ec, who a- 
bout that time were in chief reputation; the 
Dutchcfs d'Argem, Madame de Grands Titrcs, 
and the Countcfs d'Orgueil *• On their firft ap- 
pearance, our diree adventurers met with a very 
bad reception ; and foon, with great fagacity, 
gueffing out the reafon, they quickly began to im- 
prove in the good qualities of the town. They 
writ; and rallied, and rhymed, and fung, and faid, 
and faid nothing; they drank, and fought, and 
whored, and flept, and fwore, and took fnuff; 
they went to new plays on the firft night, haunted 
the chocplate-houles, beat the watch, lay on bulks, 
and got claps; they bilked hackney-coachmen, ran 

^ Their miftrefles are, the Dutchefi d'Atfent, Madrmotrelle 
de Grinds Titrcs, and the Countefi d*Orgiicily i. e. covercurneff, 
•mbitioni and ipridei vrhidi.wcfe the three great vlce« tVi^\\V^ 
antirnt fathers inveighed agaitift, as ibt 6t& Citt^^NA^tv* <* dV\>^- 
tiarity. ^, lfJ//w, 
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in debt with fhop-kcqjcrs, and lay with their 
wives: They killcA baillfl^, kicked fidlers down 
ftaii*s, cat at Locket's, loiter'd at Will's ; they talked 
of the drawing-room, and never came there-; 
dined with lords they never faw; whifpcred a 
DutchefS) and fpoke never a word ; expofed the 
fcrawls of their laundrefs for biUetdouxof quality; 
came ever jiift from court, and were never feen in 
it ; attended the levee Jub dio ; got a lift of peers 
by heart in one company, and with great familiar 
rity retailed them in another. Above all, they 
conftantly attended thoi^ committees of fetiators, 
who are illent in the hottfe, and loud in the ccffee- 
hoiffe ; where they nightly adjourn to chew the cud 
of politics; and arc encompafled with a ring of 
difciples, who lie In wait to catch up their drop- 
pings. The three brotters had acquired iforty o- 
ther qualifications of the like ftamp, too tedious to 
recount ; and, by confequence, were juftly rec- 
koned the moft accomplished perfons in the town. 
But all wouM not fuiBee, and the ladies afbrefaid 
continued ftill inflexible. To clear up ^vhich diffi- 
culty, I muft, with the reader's good leave and 
patience, have recourfe to fome points of weight, 
which the authors of that age have not fufficiently 
illuftrated. 

For about this time it happened, a feft arofe, 
whofe tenets obtained and fpread very far, efi>e* 
cially in the prand monde, and among every body 
of good fa(hion *. They worflisppcd* a lort of 
fVo/f, who, as their do^h-ine delivered, did daily 
create men by a kind of manufaftory operation. 
This iW /"they placed in the highcft parts of the 
houfe, on an altar erefted about three foot. He 
was ftiewn in the pofturc of a Perfian Emperor, 

« This is an Mcafiontl fstire vpon drcfs «nd fa&loBt in oi^erto 
introduce ivbat -follm^s. i 

f By thiiS idol i» meant a ta>'oc. 
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fitting on a JuperficUs^ with his legs interwoven 
tinder htm. This god had a goofe for his enfign; 
whence it is, that fome learned men pretend to de« 
duce^his original from Jupiter CapitoUnus. At his 
kft handy beneath the altar, Mikcmed to open, 
and catch at the animals the idol was creating : To 
prevent which, certain of his priefts hourly flung 
in pieces of the uninformed mals or fubftance^ and 
ibmetimes whole limbs already enlivened; which 
that horrid gulf infatiabbr {wallowed, terrible to 
behold. The gosfe was alu> held a fubaltem divi- 
nity, or deuj mnorwH gentium i before whofe (hrine 
was facrificed that creature, whofe hourly food is 
human gore, and who is in fo great renown abroad 
for being the delight and favourite of the Egyptian 
Cerco^Hthecus f. MilUons of thefe animals were 
cruelly flaughtered every day, to appeafe the hun- 
ger or that confuming deity. The chief ii&/ was 
alfo worfhipped as the inventor of the yard and 
fi«d/e ; whether as the god of Teamen, or on ac« 
count of certain other myftical attributes, hath not 
been fufficiently cleared. 

The worfhippers of this deity had alfo a iyftem 
of their belief, which feemed to turn upon the fol* 
lowing fundamentals. They held the univerfe to 
be a large fuit ef cloatks, which invefls every thing; 
that the earth is invefted by the air ; the au- is in* 
vefttd by the ftars ; and the ftars are invefted^ by the 
primum mobile. Look on this globe of earthy yoi^ 
will find it to be a very complete and fafhionable 
drefr. What is that which fome call land, but a 
fine coat £%ced with green ? or ihc/ea, but a waift- 
cmt of water-tabby ? Proceed to the particular 
works of the creauon, you will find how curious 
foumeyman Nature hath been, to trim up the vege^ 
table beaux : Obferve how fparkifh a periwig adorns 

% The Egyptiass urorfitippcd a monkey \ ^Vui\i vsofikiWv "^^^ 
fond of eatiof lice, ftikd hen creaivres rieak fcc^ «tk Vum»si ifa^« 

Vol. I, Y ^»^ 
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tlie head of a beech, and what a fine doublet of 
white fattin is worn by the Lirch. To conclude from 
all, what is man himfelf but a microcoat * ; or ra- 
ther a complete fuit of cloatlis, with all its trim- 
mings ? As to his bpdy, there can be no difpute. 
But examine even: the acquirements of his mind, 
you will find them all contribute^ in their order, 
towards furniihing out an exaift drefs. To inftance 
no more ; is not religion ^. cloak; hpnefly z, paiy 
ofjboesy worn out in the dirt ; felf-love a furtout ; 
vanity z,Jbirt } and confcience a pair of breeches y 
which, though a cover for lewdnefs as well as 
naftinefs, is cafiiy flipt down for the fervice of 

both? ^ ; 

Thefe pqftulaia being admitted, it will follow in 
due couiie of jreafoning, that thofe beings which 
the world calls improperly fuits of cloathsy are in, 
reality the mod refined fpecies of animals ; or to 
proceed higher, that they are rational creatures, 
or men. For is it not manifcft, ^jthat thej live, and 
move, and talk, and perform all other offices .of 
human life ? Are not beauty, and wit, and mien, 
and breeding, their infeparable properties? In 
Ihort, we fee nothing but them, hear nothing but - 
them. Is it not they .who walk the ftreets, fill up 

parliament , crffeC' • , play , bawdy 

houfes ? It is true indeed, that thefe animals, which 
are vulgarly called fuit$ <f cloatbsy or dreJJeSy do,, 
according to certain compofitions, receive difie- 
rent appellations. If one of them be trimmed up 
with a gold chain, and a red gown, and ,a white 
rod, and a great horfe, it is called a Lord Mayor ; 
if certain ermins and furs be placed in a certain 
pofition, we ftyle them a Judge ; and fo, an apt 
conjunftion of lawn and black iattin, we intitle a 
Bijhop, 

♦ A'i)ti6\r\% to t lie word mlaocfifffi, or a little world, as man h^lh 
heca cdUed by pl*iiof-^phc»s. 
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Others of thefe profeflbrs, though agreeing in 
the main fyftctn, were yet more refined upon cer*- 
tain branches of it ; and held, that man was an a- 
nimal compounded of two d*ejfesy the natvrdil and 
the celeftial fuit 'y which were the body and the foul; 
that the foul >^^s the outward, and the body the 
inward cloathing ; that the latter was ex tt educe; 
but the former of daily creation and circumfufion. 
This laft they proved hj fcripture ; becaufe in th m 
we live, and move^ and have our being : as likewifc 
by philofophy ; becaufe they tltc aU in all, and all 
in every part. Befkles, faid tliey, feparate theft 
two, and you will find the body to Ke only a fenfc- 
iefs unfavoury carcafe. By all which it is'manifcft;- 
tkat the outward drefs muft needs be the foul. 

To this fyftem of religion were tagged fevcral 
iubakern do^rines *, which wene entertained with 
great vogue ; as,- particularly, the facirhics of the 
mind were deduced by the learned among them in 
this manner. Einbrodery yr^sjbeer wit ; gold fringe 
was agreeable converjation ; gold lace was repartee ; 
a- huge long periwig vf^^hvmnur ;-and a coot full of 
pcwdir was very gooc> raillery , All "which required * 
abundance oi fin^Jf$'2Xid deiicatejje^ to manage witH 

. • THe firft pirt of the tcU is rfje hiftbry of I4tcr. THorcby Po'^ 
pery if cxpofed. Evc'y body. koow9» the- Papil^s have made gretl 
additions tq^Chriflianity ; that iadeed h the great excepion which 
the Church of England makes againft them : accordingly Peter be« 
^tit his pranks with adding t JlMulder- kr.M to his coat, fr, H^ctten, 

The actions of Peter are the anions 'of a nnan intovicatcd with 
fo-ide, power, rage> tyranny^ and felf-conciir. Thefe paflions arc 
placed in the moft ridiculous light : and the efTt^ls of them prodace 
to us the tenets and dcArines of papal Rone, fuch as purgatory, pc» 
Daoce, images, indulgences, auricular confeflioo; tranfubitantiatiof), 
and thofe dreadful monfters, the pontifical bulls, which, according to 
this ludicrous author, derived their original from the famous bulls of 
Colchis, dcfcribed by Ovid'. 

" Terrj biles vnlius, pre6xaqur, corout &rro ; ...... • 

" PulvertAiffique folum pede puliavere bifulco; 

^ Fumiiicifque locum mugitibus implevere/' Mst. 1. Tii. v. iii« 
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advantage, as well as a ftrift obfervance after time* 
and faihiohs. 

I have, with much pains and reading, colleAed 
out of ancient authors, this fliort fummary of sL 
body of philofophy and divinity j which feems to 
have been compofed by a vein and race of think- 
ing, very different from any other fyftems, either 
ancient or modern. And it was not merely to en- 
tertain or fatisfy the reader's curiofity, but rather 
to give him light into feveral circumftances of the 
following {lory ; that, knowing the ftate of difpo* 
iitions and opinions in an age fo remote, he maf 
better comprehend thofe great events which were 
the iffue of them. I advjfe therefore the courte- 
ous reader, to perufe, with a world of application^ 
again and again, whatever I have written vpon this 
matter. And leaving thefe broken ends, I careful- 
ly gather up the chief thread of my ftory, and 
proceed. 

Thefe opinions therefore were fo univfrfal, a$ 
well as the praftices of them, among the reifincd 
part of court and town» that our tkree brother- 
adventurers, as their circumftances then ftood, 
were ftrangely at a lofs. For» on the one fide, 
the three ladies they addreiled themielves to, whom 
we have named already, were ever at the very top 
of the fafhion, and abhorred all that were below 
it but die breadth of a hair. On the other fide, 
their father's will was very precife ; and it was the 
main precept in it, with the greateft penalties an- 
nexed, not to add to, or diminifh from then: coats, 
one thread, without a pofltive command in the will. 
Now, the coats their father had left them, were, it 
is true, of very good cloth ; and, befides, fo neat- 
ly fown, you would Iwear they were all of a pi^e; 
but at the fame time very plahi, and with little or 

no 
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no ornament ♦. And it happened^ that, before 
they were a month in town, great Jboutdir-knots 
came up f 2 ftrait all the world was Jbeulder'knots ; 
no approaching the ladies melles, withont the qu$ta 
of jDQulder 'knots. That ftUwi^ cries one, has no 
fotti; where is his Jboulder^knt^ ? Our three brethren 
foon difcovered their want by fad experience, meet* 
ing in their walks with forty mortifications and in* 
dignities. If they went to the ^foy-Aai^, thedoor^. 
keeper flicwed them into the twelve-penny gallery. 
If they csdled a boat, fays the waterman, / amfrft 
fcuUer. If they ftepped to the Rofe to take a bottle, 
the drawer wouM cry, Fritndy we fell no ale. If 
they went to vifit a lady, a footman met them at 
the door, with, Pray, fend up your meffage. In ihis 
tmhappy cafe they went immediately to confult their 
father's will ; read it over and over, but not a word 
of thcjboulder-knot. What fliould they do ! What 
temper fhould they find ? Obedience was abfolutely 
neceflary, and yet fboulder-knots appeared extremely 
requifite. After much thought, one of the bro- 
thers, who happened to be more book'learned than 
the other two, faid, he had found an expedient. 
h is true, faid he, there is nothing here in this will, 
totidem verbis X* makirig mention ^/'(houlder-knots : 
F 3 but 

* HU McripdoD of ^ doth of whidi tbc cott wa« made, has a 
lutber sfaniBg than thf words nay f<em to import t << The coata 
^' their father had left them, were of very good cloth *, and befidcs^ 
" fo neatly fown^ yoa would fwear they were all of a piece ; but at 
^ the fame time very plain, with little or no ornament.'* This is 
the diftingnlihing charaOer of the Chriflian teligioo. CbriJHaaa rtf- 
ligh abfUuta dSmpUx^ wai Ammiaaus MarccUiaus'i defcription of it, 
who was himicif a Heathen. W. ff^ottcn, 

t By this is onderftood the firft introducing of pageantfy, and an- 
neceSTary ornamems in the Cburcbt fnch as were neither for conve- 
nience nor edification ; at a Jhou/der^htot, in which there is neither 
fymmetry nor ofe. 

I When the Papifts cannot find any thing which they want in 
fenptute, they go to oral tradiiim. Thus Peter ia inivodv^^^^\^<>^- 
lied with the tedious way of looking for a>\ x^ \ft\vets o^ ^w nknx^^ 
which he U$ ow£»u fw in the Vfill \ Y.b^n «ieVCtitx x^ea '^^^^^'^^S. 
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f'ut / dare conjeclure^ we may find them inclufivc, or 
totidem fyllabis. This diftinftion was immediately 
approved by all ; and fo tliey fell again to examine, 
jf^t their evil ftar had fo directed the matter, that 
the firft fyllable was not to be found in the whole 
writing. Upon which difappointment, he who 
found the former evafion, took heart, and faid, 
Brothers f there are yet hopes ; for though we cannot 
find them totidem verbis, nor totidem fyllabis, 1 dare 
engage we fijall make them out tertio modo, or, toti- 
dem Uteris* This difcovery was alfo highly com- 
mended : upon which they fell once more to the 
fcrutiny, and picked out S, H, O, U, L, D, E, R ; 
w:hen the fame planet, enemy to their repofe, had 
wonderfully contrived, that a K was not to be 
found. Here was a weighty difficulty ! But the di- 
iVmguifliing brother, for whom we fhall hereafter 
find a name, now his hand was in, proved, by a 
very good argument, that K was a modem iUegi- 
mate letter, unknown to the learned ages, nor any 
where to be found in ancient manufcripts, ** 'TIS 
" true" (faid he) " the word Calenda hath in 
** C^V. C, * been fometimes written with aK; 
'* but erroneoufly; for in the beft copies it has 
'* been ever fpelt with a C. And, by confequcnce, 
*' it was a grofs miftake in our language to 
/* fpell knot with a K ; but that from henceforward 
/ * ke wQuld take care it ihould be written with a C." 
Upon this all farther difficulty vaniihed ; jboulder- 
knots were made clearly out to he jure paterno\ and 
our three gentlemen iwaggered with as large and 
as flaunting ones as the beft. 

But as human happiniefs is of a very fhort dura- 
tion, fo in thofe days were human faihions, upon 
whi^ it entirely depends. Shoulder ^knots had their 

fyllahles, nor much lefs the whole word, were there in termms, W* 
^^# j^ih/Jam v^eribus c^Uibuit Some ancient manufcripts. 
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lime ; and we muft now imagine them in their de- 
cline : for a certain lord came juft from Paris, with 
fifty yards of gold-lace upon his coat, exaftly trim- 
med after the court-fafhion of that month. In two 
days all mankind appeared dofed up in bars of 
gold'Iace\. Whoever durft peep abroad without 
his complement of goMace^ was as fcandalous as 
a — — , and as ill received among the women. 
What fhould our three knights do in this momen- 
tous affair ? They had Aifficiently drained a point 
already, in the afiair oi Jboulder 'knots. Upon re- 
coiuie to the will, nothing appeared there but altum 
Jilentium, That of the JhouUer -knots was a loofe, 
flying, circumjftantial point ; but this of gold-lace 
feemed too confiderable an alteration without bet- 
, ter warrant ; it did aliquo modo ejfentia adharere, and 
therefore required a pofitive precept. But about 
this time it fell out, that the learned brother afore- 
faid had read Ariflotelis diale£lica ; and efpecially 
that wonderfully piece de interpretatione, which has 
the faculty of teaching its readers to find out a 
meaning in every thing but itfelf ; like commenta- 
tors on the Revelations, who proceed prophets with- 
out undcrftanding a fyllablc of the text, ** Bro- 
" xhcTS^'' /did he, ** you are to be informed, that 
" of yfjUs duo /tint genera, nuncupatory* and fcrip- 
" tory, I'hat in the fcriptory will here before us, 
*^ there is no precept or mention about gold-lace, 
'* conceditur : but, Ji idem a/^rmetur de nuncupaioria, 
** negator. For, brothers, if you remember, we 
" heard a fellow fay, when we were boys, that he 
" heard my father's man fay, that he heard my 
" father fty, that he would advife his fons to get 
" gold-lace on their coats, as foon as ever they could 

r 

*|* I cannot tell, whether the author meant any new innovation by 
this word, or whether it he only to introduce the new methods of 
forcing and perverting fcripturc, 

• By this is meant tradition, allowed to ba^t t^^wX %»."CCiOvxi n»\^ 
the fcripturc, or rather greater. ^ 
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** procure money to buy it." " By G— • that is 
** very true," cries the other : ** I remember it 
" perfeftly well," faid the third. And fo, with- 
out more ado, they got the largeft gold^lace in the 
parifh, and walked about as fine as lords. 

A while after, there came up, all in fajhitm^ a 
pretty fort oi ftame'C^Uuredfattin * for linings; and 
the vurcer brought a pattern of it immediately to 
our three gentlemen : " An* pleafe your Wor- 

'< fliips," iaid he, '* my Lord C , and Sir J. 

** W. had linings out of this very piece laft night. 
'^ It takes wonderfully; and I ihall not have a 
** remnant left, enough to make my wife a pin- 
" cufhion, by to-morrow morning a^ten a-dock." 
Upon this they fell again to rununagc the will, be- 
caufe the prefent cafe alfo required a pofitive pre- 
cept, the lining being held by orthodox writers to 
be of the cflence of the coat. After long fearch, 
ihey could fix upon nothmg to the matter in hand, 
except a fliort advice of their father in the will, to 
take care of jifr^, and put out their candles before 
they went to fleep *. This, though a good deal 
for the "purpofe, and helping very ftur towards felf- 
jconviftion, yet not feeming wholiy of force to efta- 
blifh a command ; (being refolved to avoid farther 
fcruple, as well as future occafion for fcandal), 

f This is purgatory, whereof he fpealct more pirticukrlj hertaT- 
ter ; hat here only to fliew bow fcripture was pcrrtrted to prove it { 
which was done by giving e^al aatbofity, with the cuwwt to Afotrf^ 
^, called here a codicU mmtxed^ 

It is likely the anthor, in every one of thefe changes in the h-o- 
thers drefles, refers to fbme particniar error in the ibunb wfRme^ 
though it is not cafy, I think, to apply them all. Bat by this of 
fame-cokund fattith it manifeftly intended purgatory ; by g9ld Utt 
may perhaps be anderftood, the lofty ornaments and plate ia the 
churches. The JbouUtr-kwvts and JUver fringe are not fo obvious, at 
icaft to me. But the Indian figures of men, women, and children, 
plainly relate to the pidlures in the Romilh churches, of God like ut 
old man, of -the Virgin Mary, and our Saviour as a child. 

* Thii is, to take care of hell i and» ia order to do that, to Aib- 

»od extiiSgiiiA tbcar i«fts« 
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fays he that was the fcholar, '' I remember to ha? c 
** read in wills, of a codicil annexed ; which is in* 
'* deed a part of the will ; and what it containsy 
" hath equal authority with the reft. Now, I iiave 
** been coniidcring of this fame will here before us, 
** and I cannot reckon it to be complete for want of 
** fuch a codicil. I will therefore fafVen one in its 
" proper place very dextroufly. I have had it by 
^* me fome time. Is was written by a dog-kccper' 
** of my crandfather's f > and talks a great deal, 
** as good luck would have it, of this very flame* 
** coloured f;utin.*' The proje£k was immcdi^iicl^ 
approved by the other two ; an old parchment fcroll 
was tagged on according to art, in the form of a 
codicil annexed^ and ihc/attin bought and worn. 

Next winter, a flaytr^ hired for the purpofe by 
the corporation 01 fringi'makirs^ a^ted his psirt in 
a new comedy, all covered yfixhjilvirfi in^i % ; and, 
according to the laudable cuftom, gave rife to that 
fafluon. Upon which, the brother's confuhing 
their Other's will, to their great aftoniibment 
found thefe words : Item, / charge and command my 
feud threifins, to wear no firt y filver fringe upon 
«r about tirir faid coats^ &c. with a penalty, in cafe 
of diibbedience, too long here to mfcrt. Howe« 
ver, after fome paufe, the brother fo often men* 
tioned for his enidition, who was well ikilled in 
criticiims, had found in a certain author, which he 
faid (hould be namdefs, that the fame word, which 
in the will is cdXicd fringe ^ does alfo {\gmfy%brocm» 
fiick I } and doubtlefs ought to have the fame inter* 
pretation in this paragraph. This another of tho 

t I beUeve thii reffrn to tliat part of the jiptfypba, where meii* 
tkm if ma4e of Tchit and hit dog, 

t Thia If eortaiJkJy iht firtber introdvcins the pomff of htbU tni 
ornamff)'. 

U The itest (iibJeA of ovr au hor*i ^It, tl the fkiilci %fd inter^ 
teinni of (criptiifff, very manv abfurd ones of «h\<:Vi w« iXVw*^4 \% 
the mo^ authentic booki of the (bunh «/ lUnvM* IV« 1Vt»u«n» 
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brothers diilikedy becaufe of that cipith'tt Jiher; 
which could not, he humbly conceived, in propri- 
ety of fpeechj be reafonably applied to a broam-fticK 
But is was replied upon him, that this epithet was 
underftood in a- mythological atid allegorical fenfe. 
However, he objefted again-, why their father 
fhould forbid them ttmvear a hroom-Jtick on their 
.coats ; a caution tharfeemed unnatural and hnper- 
tinent. Upon which he was taken up ihort, as one 
that fpoke irreverently of ^myjlery % which danbt- 
lefs was very ufeful and fignificant, but ought not 
to be over-curioufly pried into, or nicely reafoned 
upon. And, in fhort, their father's authority be-* 
ing now confiderably funk, this expedient was ali 
lowed to fove as a lawful difpenfation for wearing 
their full proportion of filver fringe. 

A wliile after, was^cyircd an old fafhioir, long 
antiquated, of embroir^ry with Thdian figures or 
men, women, and children *, Here they remem* 
bcred but too well, how their father had sdways ab* 
horred this fafliion ; that he made feveral paragraphs 
on purpofe,. importing his utter deteftation of it, 
atid beftowing his everlafting curfe to his fons,. 
whenever they fhould wear it. For all this, in a few 
days, they appeared higher in the fafhion than any 
body elfe in the town. But they folvcd the matter, 
by laying, that thefe figures were not at all the^w^ 
with thofe that were formerly worn, and were meant 
in the will. Befides, they did not wear them in the 
ftnfe as forbidden by their father ; but as they were 
a commendable cuftom, and of gi^eat ufc to the. 
public. That thefe rigorous claufes in the will did 
therefore require fome allowance, and a favourable 



• The itnsiges of faints, the blefled ▼irgin, and our Saviour an 
infant. 

Jhid. Tmag'-s in the church of Rome give him but too fair a \ andle, 
Tj^f hr9fUn rtmtfrMrtd, &c. The allegory here is dircdt. ty, JVottom 
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interpretation, and ought to be nnderftood cum 
grano/alis. 

But fafhions perpetually altering in that age, the 
fcliolaflic brother grew weary of iearching farther 
cvaflonSy and folving everlafting contradictions. 
Refolved therefore, at all hazards, to comply with 
the modes of the world,, they concerted matters to- 
gether, and agreed unanimoufly, to lock up their 
father's will in 2iflrong box*, brought out of Greece 
or Italy, I have forgotten which ; and trouble them- 
fclves no farther to examine it, but only refer to 
its authority whenever they thought fit. In confc- 
quence whereof, a while after, it grew a general 
mode to wear an infinite number of points, moftof 
them tagged with plver. Upon which, the fcholar 
pronounced ex cathedra \,, that points were abfo- 
lutely^Mr^ patemo, as they might very well remem- 
ber. It is true, indeed, the faihion prefcribed 
fomewhat more than were direAly named in the 
will ; however, that they, as heirs general of their 
father, had power to make and add certain claufes 
for public emolument, though not deducible, ioii" 
dem verbis, from the letter of the will; or elfe 
multa^bfurda fequerentuVj, This was underftood for 
camnical ; and therefore on the following Sunday 
diey came to church all covered with points. 

The learned brother, fo often mentioned, was 
reckoned the beft fcholar in all that, or the next 



• The Papifts formerly forbad^he people the ufc of fcripto'^ In a 
iKtilgar tangue ; Peter therefore bcki up bit fatbir's nviU in afitong btjc, 
brought out of Greece or Italy, Tbefe countrits are named, bccaufe the 
l^ew Tei^ament is wrUten in Greek ; and the %ru/gar Latin, whick 
is the authentic edition of*the Bible in the Church of Rome, is lA 
the language of old Italy. JV, JVott^n, 

"^ Tne Popet, in their decretals and bull«, have given their fane- 
tlon to very -many gainful du£lrine«, which are now received in the 
Church of Rome, that are not mentioned in fctipture, and are un^ 
known to the primitive church. Peter accordingly pronounces ex ca- 
thedra^ ^hat ppim tagged ivitb fil':.er ivere ahfol^telj Jute ^^\tv^o\ *»*k 
{0 they wore them in great numbers. ^, ^Tecton. 
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ftrcct ta it ; in(bimick/ as having run fomething be- 
hind-hand in the world, he obtained the favour of 
a certain hrdX^ to receive him into his houfe, and 
to teadi lus children. A while after, the hrd died ; 
and he, bjr long pra£tice of Kis father's will, found 
the way of contriving a deed of conveyance of that 
houfe to himfelf and his heirs. Upon which he 
took pofleffion, turned the young 'fquires out, and 
recdined his brothers in their ftead ||. 

SEC T. m. 
J Agreffim concerning critics *. 

A Lthough I have been hitherto as cautious 
•^^ could, upon all occafions, moft nicely to fol 
low the rules and methods of writing laid down by 
the example of our illuftrious moderns ; yet has the 
unhappy ihortnefs of my memory led me into an 
error, irom which I muft extricate myfelf, before 
I can decently purfue my principal fubjeft. I con- 
fefs, with (hame, it was an unpardonable omiilion 
to proceed fo far as I have already done, before I 
had performed the due difcourfes, expoftulatory, 
fuppUcalory, or deprecatory, with mj good lords ^ 

X This was Conftantine the Great, from whom the Popa pretend 
a donation of St. Peter's patrimony, which they have been never aMs 
t« produce. 

II Ibid, The btihops of Rome enjoyed their privileges in Rome at 
firft by the favour of the emperors, whoA at lad they ihot cut of 
their own capital city, and then forged a donation from Cm/Untine 
the Great, the better ta juftify what they did* In imitation of this, 
Peter, having run fomething hehind hand in the wvrld^ ^ktaintd leave ^ 
a certain lord, Sec, W, Trotton, 

* The feveral digrejicns are wtitten in ridicnle cf bad critics, doll 
«9inineni8tors, and th^ whole ffateroity of OruHUtet philofophert. 

eriltcf. 
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critics. Towards fomc atonement for this grievous 
negleft, I do here make humbly bold to prefent 
them with a fhort account of themfelves and their 
art, by looking into the original and pedigree of 
the word, as it is generally underftood among us» 
and very briefly coniidering the ancient and prcfcnt 
ftate thereof. 

By the word critic, at this day fo frequent in all 
ronverfationSy there have fometimes been diftin- 
guifhed three very different fpecies of mortal men, 
according as I have read in ancient books and pom" 
phlets. For, firft, by this term was underftood fuch 
perfons as invented or drew up rules for themfelves 
and the world, by obferving which, a careful read- 
er might be able to pronounce upon ihe produc- 
tions of the learned, from his tafte to a true rcliih 
of the fublime and die admirable, and divide every 
beauty of matter or of ftyle from the corruption 
that apes it : in their common perufiil of books, 
fingling out the errors and defeats, the naufeous, 
the fiilfome, the dull, and the impertinent, with the 
caution of a man that tvalks through Edinburgh 
ftreets in a morning ; who is indeed as careful as 
he can, to watch diligently, and fpy out the filth in 
his way : not that he is curious to obfervc the co- 
lour and complexion of the ordure, or take its di- 
meniiom), much lefs to be paddling in, or tafting it; 
but only with a dcfign to come out as cleanly as he 
may. Thefe men feem, though very crroncoufly, 
to have underftood the appellation of critic in a li- 
teral fenfe ; tliat one principal part of his office was 
to praife and acquit ; and thnt a critic, who fets up 
to read only for an occafion of cenfure and reproof 
is a creature as barbarous, as a jtidge who fhould 
take up a refolution to hang all men that came be- 
fore him upon a trial. 

Again, by the word critic have been meant the 
reftorers of ancient learning from tKc >w^YJ»&i ^s»^ 
graves, and duft of manufcripts* 

VoL.L G ^cn*. 
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Now, the races of thofe two have been, for fome 
ages, utterly extinft 5 and befides, to difcoufe any 
farther of -ihem, would -not be at all to iny pur- 
pofe. 

The third and Vioblcft fort is that of the TRUE 
CRITIC, whofe original is the moft ancient of all. 
Every true critic is a hero born, defcending in a 
direA line from a celeflial ftem by Momus and Hy- 
bris, who begat Zoilus, who begat Tigellius, who 
begat Et cat era the elder, wBo begat :Bentley, and 
Rymer, and Wotton, and Perrault, and Dennis, 
who begat Etcaiera Ae younger. 
• And thefe are the critics from whom die com« 
monwealth of Jcaming has, in all ages, received 
fuch immenfe benefits, that the gratitude of their 
admirers placed thdr origin in heaven, among 
thofe of Hercuks, Thefeus, JPcrfcus, and other 
great defervers of mankind. But heroic virtue it- 
felf hath not been exempt from die obloquy of evil 
tongues. -For it hath been -objefted, that thofe an- 
cient heroes, famous for their combating fo many 
giants, and dragons, and robbers, were in their 
own perfons a greater ^luifance to mankind, than 
any of thofe monfters they fubdued ; and there- 
fore, to render dieir obligations more complete, 
when all other vermin were deftroyed, fhould in 
confcicHce have concluded with the fame juftice 
upon themfelves ; as Hercules moft generoufly did ; 
and hath, upon that (core, procured to himfclf 
more temples and votaries, than the beft of his 
fellows. For thefe reaibns I fuppofe it is, why 
fome have conceived it would be very expedient 
for the public good of learning, that every true 
critic, as foon as he had finifhed his taflc amgned, 
ihould immediately deliver himfelf up to ratibane, 
or hemp, or from fome convenient altitude ; and 
that no man's pretenfions to fo illuftrious a cha- 
r»6ter fliould by any means be received, before that 
^operation were performed. 
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Now, from this heaTenly deiccnt of criticifir^ 
and the clofe analogy it bears to kercic virtue, it is 
eafy to afiign the proper employment of a true an- 
0€7it genuzM critic ;. which is,. to travel through this 
vaft world of writings ; to- purfue. and hunt thofe 
inooftrous faults bred witbm them ; to drag out the 
lurking errors, like Cacus fi-^m his den, to multi- 
ply them like Hydra's heads ; and rake them toge- 
ther like Augeas's dung : or elfe drive away a fort 
^( dangfreus /ev//y rvfho have a perverfe inchnation 
to plunder the heft- branches of the tre^ of know^ 
led^ey Hke thofe Stymphulian birds that eat up th« 
fruits 

ThefereaibningS'willfurni(h us with an adequate 
definition of a true critic \ that he is ft difccversr 
Mtid coUeSlor of writer*s faults ; which* may be far- 
ther put beyond difpute by the following demon- 
ftration : That whoever will examine the writings 
in all kinds, wherewith this ancient feA has ho- 
noured the world, fhaU immediately find, from the 
whole thread and tenor of them, that the ideas of 
the authors have been altogether converfant and ta- 
ken up with the faidts, and blemiOies, and over- 
fights, and miftakes of other writers ; and, let the 
fubje^ treated on be whatever it will, their imagi- 
nations are fd entirely poflefled and replete.with xht 
defeA^of other pens, that the very quinteflence.of 
what is bad does of neceiiity diftil into their own ; 
by which means the whole appears to be nothing 
eUe but an ahfiraSt of the criticifms themfelves havq 
made. 

•: Having thus briefly considered the original and 
office of a critic^ as^the word is underflopd in its 
moft noble and univerfal acceptation ; I proceed to 
xiefute the objeftions of thofe who argue from the 
filence and pretermii&on of authors ;. by which they 
pretend to prove, that the very art of criticifms as 
now exercilcd,. and by. me explained, v&'«Vkft\^Tr«.- 
dcrn J and confequently, that tlvft critics ^ -^^t,*^ 
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Britain and France have no title to an original (6 
ancient and illuftrious as 1 have deduced, Novv, if 
1 can clearly make out, on the contrary, that the 
mofc ancient writers 4iave particularly dcfcribed 
both the perfon and the office of a iru^ critic, agf ee- 
able to the definition laid down by me ; their g»and 
objeftion, from the fllence of authors, will fall ta^ 
the ground. i 

I confefs to have for a long time borne a part id 
this general error ; from which I fhould never havtf 
acquitted myfelf, but through the affiftancie of oui^ 
nobfe m9derns ; whofc moft edifying volumes I turn 
indefatigably over night and day, for the improve- 
ment ox mv mind, and the good of my country. 
Thefe have with unwearied pains made many ufeful 
fearches into the weak tides of the ancients, and 
given us a comprdienfive lift of them. Bdides^ 
they have proved beyond contradiftion, that the 
veiry fineft things delivered of old, have been long 
fiiice invented, and brought to light by much latef " 
pens * ; and diat the nobleft dilcoveries thofe « w- 
ciints ever made of art or nature^ have all been 
produced by the tranfcending genius of the prefent 
age. Which clearly ihews, how little merit thofe 
ancients can juftly pretend to \ and takes off that 
blind admiration paid them by men in a comer , 
^ho have the ux^happinefs of converting too little 
xAxk prefent things. RefledHng maturely upon alt 
this, and taking in the whole compafs of human, 
nature, I e^y concluded, that thefe ancients, high- 
ly fenfiWe of their many imperfeftions, muft A€«ds 
have endeavoured, from fome pafiagea^ iiv their 
works, to obviate, foften, or divert the cenlbrioiu 
reader, hj/atire or panegyric upon the true critics, 
in imitation of their mafters the modems. Now, in- 
&e common places of both thefe f, I wa9 plenttfolly 

*> Set Wotton of ancient tn^ mo^ra letrniBg. 
/ ^4(i/ip44d panegyric jopoaeiixicv 
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inftru^d, by & long courfc of ufefiil ihidy inpre^ 
faces and prologues ; and therefore immediately re- 
iblvcd to try what I could difcover of either, by a 
diligent perufal of the moft ancient writers^ and 
Specially thofe who treated of the earlieft times; 
Here I found, to my great furprife, that although 
they all entered, upon occafion, into particular de* 
icriptions of the true cricic, according as they were 
f;ovemed< by their fears or their hopes; yet what* 
f^vcF th^- touched of that kind, was with abun^ 
dance of caution^ adycnturing no farther than my' 
thology and hieroglyphic. This, I fuppofe^ gave 
ground to- fuperficial readers, for urging the iUence 
of authors againft the antiquity of the true critic ; 
though the types are fo appofite, and the appUca- 
Oon fo neceflary and natural, that it is not eafy to 
xionceive, how any reader of a modern eye and tajlt 
.could overlook them. I fhall venture, from a 
^eat number, to produce a few, which, I am very 
^confident, will put this queftion beyond difpute. 
'■ It well defer yes coniidering, that thefe ancient 
writers, in treating ^enigmatically upon the fubjed^ 
ixave generally fixed upon the very fame hieroglyph j 
varying only the ftory, according to their affeftions, ' 
or their wit. For, firft, Paufanias is of opinion, 
that the perfeftion of writing corrcdt wis entirely 
jowing to the inflitution of critics. Ai^d that he 
.can poffibly mean no other than the true critic, is, 
I think, manifest enough from the following de^ 
jTcription. He fays *, " they were a race of mcft 
** who delighted to nibble at the fuperfluities and 
** cxcrefccnces of books ; which the learned ac 
" length obfcrving, took warning of their own ac-- 
** cord to lop the luxuriant, the rotten, the dead, 
" the faplefs, and the overgrown br^ches from 
** their works." But now, all this he cunningly 
ihades under the following allegory t ** That the 

• Lib.> — 

G 3 ''^ ^'sos*. 
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". Naupliam in Argos learned the art of pruning 
•* their vines, by obferving, that when an A S o 
" ^id browfed upon one of them, it thrived the 
** better, and bore fairer fruit." But Herodotust> 
holding the very fame hieroglyph, fpeaks much 
plainer, and almofb in terminis. He hath been fo 
bold as to tax the true critics of ignorance and ma- 
lice ; teUing us openly, for I think nothing can ht 
plainer, tha;t in tbi tueftern part of Libya there, were 
ASSES with horns. Upon which relation Ctefias % 
yet refines, mentioning the very fame animal about 
India ; adding, that whereas all other ASSES want* 
ed a gall, thefe horned ones were fo redundant in that 
part, that their flefb was not to be eaten^ becaufe of 
its extreme bitternefs. 

Now, the reafon why thofe ancient writers treat- 
ed this fubjeft only by types and figures, was, be- 
caufe they durfl: not make open attacks againft a 
party fo potent and teiT^ble, as the aides of thpfe 
ages were ; whofe very voice wa3 fo dreadful, that 
la legion of authors would tremble, and drop their 
pens at the found : for fo Herodotus tells us ex- 
pircfly in another place *, how " a vaft army of 
** Scythians was put to flight in a panic terror by 
** the braying of an ASS." From hence it is con- 
jcftured by certain profound philohgers, that the 
^eit awe and reverence paid to a true critic by the 
.writers of Britain, have been derived to us from 
•thofc of our Scythian anceftorsc. ;.In fhort, this 
dread was fo univerfal, that, in p^bcefs of time, 
thofe authors who had a inind to publifh their fen- 
timents more freely, in defcribing the true critics of 
their feveral ages, were forced to leave oflF the ufe 
of the former hieroglyph, as too nearly approaching 
.the. prototype ; and invented other terms inftead 



t Lib. !v. 
} yuH ezcerpta ex eo apnd Photium. 
♦ Lib. iV. 



^«tQC^f^ 
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diereofy that were more cautious and myftical. So 
Diodoms fy fpeaking to the fame purpoie, ventures 
uo farther than to fay, that, '' in the mountains of 
'' Hdicony there grows a certain vjeedy which bears 
" a flower of fo damned a fcent, as to poifon thofe 
" who offer to fmell it." Lucretius gives czaAly 
the fame relation : 

Eft etiam in magnis HeRconis montihis arhsy 
■ . Fhris •dtirt bcminem tetro confueta mcare %. Lib. 6. 

But Ctefias, whom we lately quoted, hath been a 
great deal bolder. He had been ufed with much feve- 
rity by the true critics of his own age, and thei*e« 
fore could not forbear to leave behind him, at leaft, 
one deep mark of his vengeance againft the whole 
tribe. His meaning is fo near the furface, that I 
wonder how it poffibly came to be overlooked by 
thofe who deny the antiquity of the true critics. 
Tor, pretending to, make a defcription of manv 
firange animals about Iddia, he hath fet down thel^ 
remarkable words. ** Amongft the reft, fays he^ 
" there is a fsrpent that wants teetb^ and confe- 
** quently cannot bite ; but if its vomit ^ to which it 
** is much addifted, . happens to fall upon any 
'^ thing, a certain rottenneis or corruption enfues. 
** Thefe ferpents are generally found among the 
** mountains where Jevjels grow, and they fre- 
^* quendy emit a poijititms juice ; whereof whoever 
** drinks, that perKin*s • Ar^^inx fly out of his no- 
" ftrils." 

There was alfo among the ancients a fort of cri' 
ticsy -not diftinguifhed in Jpecie from the former, 
but in growth or degree, who feem to have been 
mty the tyro^ ot. junior fcholars : Yet, becaufe of 



X Hear Helicon, «ii8 r%fknl tbt leanMld hill, 

Crow trf ei^ ^rhofe bloflbms with thcu o^oxs \A>\. 
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dieir differing empioyments, they are frequently, 
mentioned as a fe6t by themfelves. The ufual exr 
crcife of diefe younger ftudents, was to attend 
conftantly 9t ^atres, and learn to fpy. out 
the wtrjl parts of the play, whereof they were ob- 
liged carefuUy to take note, and render a ra- 
tional account to their tutors; Fleihed at thefc 
fmaller fports, like young wolves, they grew up in . 
time to be ninifade and ftrong enough £or hunting, 
dirwn large game. For it hatib been obCerved/both 
among ancients and modems, that ?l true critic hath 
one quality in common .widi a whore and an aUer' 
man, never to change his tide or his nature ; that 
a gray critic has been certainly a green one, the 
perfefUons and acquirements of hss age being only 
the improved talents of his youth; like ien^f 
which fome naturaiifts iafcMins us is bad for fufii^ 
nations f though taken but in the leed. I efteem the 
invention, or at leaft tjie refinement of prologues, 
to have been owin^ to theie youngpr proficients of 
whom Terence msdkes frequent and honourad>Ie 
mention, under the aame of malevali. 

Now, it is certain the inflitution of the true cri^ 
tics was of abfolute necefBty -to the commonwealth 
of learning. For all human actions feem to be di- 
vided, like 'Xthemiftocles and his company : One 
man can fiddle, and another can make a finall tetwn 
u great city \ aod he that cannot do ejther one or 
the other, deferves to be kicked jout of die crea- 
tion. The avoi<fing of wbidi pmaky, has doubc*- 
lefs given the firii birth to the, nation of critia; . 
«iid withal, an occafion for their fecret detraiftors 
HO report, that a true critic is a- ibct cdF mechanic^ 
iet up with a ftock and t;ools for his trade^ at at 
litde expence as. a tailor; and that there is muck 
analogy between the utenfils and abilities of both: 
That the tailor*s bell is the type of a critic^s .common^ 
place-book, and his wit and learmng held forth hj 
thc^ea/^} that k re<{ime) 91 kaft as many of theie 
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to the m^lng up of one fcholar, as of the others 
to the compofition of a man ; that tlie valour of 
both is equal, and their weapons near of a iize* 
Much may be faid in anfwer to thofe invidious re« 
fle£):ions ; and I can poiitivcly affirm the firft to be 
a falfehcod: For, on the contrary, nothing is 
more certain than that it requires greater layings 
out to be free of the critlc^s company, than of any. 
other you can name. For, as to be a true beggar ^ tt 
will coft the richeft candidate every groat he is- 
vrorth; fo before one can commence a true critic, it 
will cod a man all the good qualities of his mind ; 
which perhaps for a lejfs purchafe would be thought 
but an. indinerent bargain. 

Having thus amply proved the antiquity of rri/t* 
cijrny and defcribed the primtive ftate of it ; I ihall 
now examine the prefent condition of this empire, 
tnd ihew how well it agrees with its ancient felf. 
A cejrtain author,, whote works have many ages- 
fince been entirely loft, does, in his fifth book, and 
eighth chapter, fay of criticSy that tieir ^writings are 
the mirrors of learning *. This I underftand in a 
literal fenjfe ; ^nd fuppofe our author muft mean, 
that whoever de%nsto be a perfe^ writer, muft in- 
fpe£t into the books of critics, and correA his in* 
vention thcte; as in a mirrA>r, Now,' whoever con-- 
fiders, tltat ^die tnirrors of the ancients were made 
of hr4ifs, knd Jtne inercurio, 9>ay prdfently apply the 
two prmcipal'qiusl4£cations>of a tr^e modern criticj 
and coniequently muft needs conclude, that thHc 
have id<rays been, and muft be for ever the fame; 
For brofsn an emblem of duration, and, when' 
k is ikilfiiiilly boxaaiibed, wift caft r^^ions from its 
own fuperfciesy withoat any ^fliAaace of meratry 
from behind. All the other talents of a critic will 
not require a particular mention, being included, 

* A' quotation after the manser of a (rea; auth^t, V\d«'^«.Tv^^S'^ 
DiCrtatsan, ^c. 
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or cafily reducible to thefe. However, I ihall con- 
clude with three maxims, which may ferve both as 
charafteriftics to diftinguiih a true modern critic 
from a pretender, and will be alfo of admirable ufe 
to thofe worthy fpirits who engage in fo ufeful and 
honourable an art* 

The firft is, that criiici/m, contrary to all other 
faculties of the intelleft, is ever held the trueft and 
beft, when it is the very firfi refult of the critic*s 
mind : As fowlers reckon the firft aim for the 
fureft, and feldom fail of miffing the mark, if they 
ftay for a fecond. 

: Secondly, The true critics ^re known by their 
talent of Iwarming about jhe nbbleft writers, to 
which they are carried merely by inftinft, as a rat 
to the beft cheefc, or a wafp to the faireft fruit. 
So, when the Jting is on horfeback, he is fiire to 
be the dirtiefi ^trfon of the company; and they 
that make their court beft, are fuch as bejpatter 
him moft. 

Laftly, A true critic in the pcrufal of a book 
is like a dog at a feaft, whofe thoughts and fto- 
mach arc wholly fet upon what the pxefisjiing 
away ; and confequcntly is apt to fnarl moft when 
there are the feweft bsnes. . 
. Thus much, . I think, is fufficient to ferve By 
way of addrefs to my patrons, the true modern 
critics ; and may very well atone for my paft fi- 
lcnc<2,, as well , as that which I am like to obTerve 
for the future, I hope I have deferved fo well of 
their whole todjft.zs to meet with generous and 
tender ufage from tbeir hands. Supported by. which 
exp^Aatioh, I go on baldly to purfue thofe adven- 
tures already fo happily begun. 

' ' "" " " '■ SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

A TALE OF A TUB. 

T Ifeve now with much pains and ftudy conduct- 
^ ed the reader to a period, where he muft expeA 
to hear of great revolutions. For no fooner had 
our learned brother^ fo often mentioned, got a 
warm houfe of his own over his head, than he be- 

iran to look bi^, and take mightily upon him ; in- 
bmuch that, unlefs the gentle reader, out of his 
great candour, will pleafe a little to exalt his idea, 
1 am afraid he will henceforth hardly know the 
bero of the play, when he happens to meet him ; 
his part, his drefs, and his mien being fo much 
altered. 

He told his brothers, he would have them to 
know that he was their elder, and confequently 
his father's (ble heir ; nay, a while after he would 
not allow them to call him brother^ but Mr. PE- 
TER; and then he muft be fltyled Father PE- 
TER, and fometimes Mt Lord PETER, To 
fupport this grandeur, which he foon began to 
c<Mi£d^ could not be maintained without a better 
fmde than what he was borne to; after much 
thought, he caft about at laft to turn projeSior and 
mrtuofi ; wherein he fo well fucceeded, that many 
famoufi difcoveries, proje6ls> and machines, which 
bear great vogue and practice at prefent in the 
world, are owing entirely to Lord PETER *s in- 
vention, t will deduce the beft account I have 
been able to colleft of the chief amongft them ; 
without confidering much the x)rder they came out 
in ; becaufe, I think, authors are not vrdl "aL^^^-V 
as to that point. 
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I hope, when this treatife of mine fhall be tranf- 
tatedl mto foreign languages, (as I may without 
vanity affirm, that the labour of coUefling, the 
faithfulnefs of recounting, and the great ufefiil- 
ticfs of the matter to the public, will amply dcfervc 
that juftice), that the worthy members of the fcve- 
ral academes abroad, efpecialfy thofc of France and 
Italy, will favourably accept tliefe humble offers for 
the advancement of tmiverfal knowledge. I do 
•Mbadvcrtife the Maft Reverend Fdrchersthceaftem 
miflionaries, thait I have purely for their fakes, 
made ufc of fuch words and phrafes as will beft 
^admit an eafy turn into any of the oriental lan- 
guages, efpccially the Chinefe. And fo I proceed, 
wkh great content of mind, upon reflefting how 
riiuch emolument this whole globe of the earth is 
like to fcap^ by ihy labours. 

The fir ft undertaking of Lord Peter was, to pur- 
chafe a large continent *, lately faid to have been 
difcovcred in Terra Aujiralh Incognita. This traft 
of land he bought at a very great pennyworth from 
the difc6vcri themfelves, (though fome jMretended 
to doubt whether they had ever been there), and 
then retailed it intofttcral cantons to certain deal- 
ers, who carried over colonies, but were all ftiip- 
wreckcd in the voyage. Upon which Lord Peter 
Ibid the faid coAtirient to other cuftomers agaitr^ 
and a^ain^ and again, and ngain, with the Jlun^ 
fuccefs. 

The fecond projcft I fhall mention was his fovc- 
reign retnfedy fer the worms *, efpccially thofe ift 
thc/p/e^n. The patient was to cat nothing after 

* That IS purgaitory. 
• Finance and abfolution a-c p'ayed npop under the notion rf« 
r-v.-crciga remedy for the worms, efpccially in the fpl«en$ which bjf 
•b erving Pv:ter's prefcription, would void infenflb'y by perfpirauoQi 
•f. ••nd.ng through the br iii, &c. IF, JVotton, 

fupper, 
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iupper for three nights f. As (bon as he went to 
bed, he was carefuUy to lie on one fide ; and when 
he grew weary, to turn -upon the other. He mud 
alfo duly confine his two eyes to the fame obje£l ; 
and fay no mean$ break wiad at both ends together^ 
without manifeft occafion* Thefe prefcriptions di- 
ligently obferved, the worms would void infenfibly 
by perfpiratioUy aicendii^ through the brain. 

A third invention was the ereAing of a whifper* 
ing-tiffice Xji for the public good and eafe of all fuch 
as are hypochondriacal, or troubled with the co« 
lie; as Ukewife of all eves<broppers, phyficians, 
midwives, fmdl politicians, friends fallen out, re- 
peating poets, lovers happy or in defpair, bawds, 
pitvy-counfellors, pages, parafites, and buffoons: 
In fhort, of all fiich as are in danger of burfting. 
with too much wind. An afs't head was placed {o 
conveniently, that the party affected might eafily 
with his mouth accoft either of the animal's ears ; 
to which he was to apply clofe for a certain fpace, 
and by a fugitive faculty, peculiar to the ears of 
that animal, receive immediate benefit, either by 
eruAation, or expiration, or evomition. 

Another very beneficial projeft of Lord Peter's 
was an tiffict of infurdnce * for tobacco-pipes, mar* 
tyrs of the modem zeal ; volumes of poetry, fha« 
dows, " and rivers : that thefe, nor any of thefe, 
^ fliall receive damage hjjire. From whence our 
friendly focieties may plainly find themfelves to be 
only trahfcribers from this original ; though the 

■f H«re the author ridicules the penances of the church of 
Rome ; which may be made as eafy to the (inner as he pleafes, pro- 
vided he will pay for them accordingly. 

1 By hiswhirpcring-offioe, for the relief of eves-droppers, phyiS- 

jiant, bawds, and privy counfeliorsy* he ridicules auricular coi^ef- 

'^onj and the prxeft who Cakes it, is delcribed by the afs's head. ff^. 

* This I take to be the office of in<^ulgencies, tie grofs abuTes 
whereof firft gave occafion for the reformation. 

Vol. J. H . ««* 
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one and the other have hctii.of ^reat benefit to the 
undertakers, as well ^s o^' equal to the public^ 

liOrd Peter was alfo held the original author of 
puppets and raree-Jbows \ ; the great ufefiilnefs 
"jvhereof being fo generally known, I fhall not en- 
large further upon this particular. 
. But another difcovery, for which he was much 
renowned, was his f)Eijiiousxiniverfal/>»c*/? |. For 
having remarked, how. ryour common pickle |, in 
life among houfewivcs, was of no farther benefit 
than to preferve dead flefh, and certain kinds^of 
vegetables ; Peter j with great coft, ^as well as art, 
had contrived a pkkle proper for houies, gardens, 
towns, men, women^ children, and cattle ; where- 
in he could preferve them as found as infefts in am- 
Jjer. Now, this piskle to the tafte, the fmell, and 
the fight, af»>eared -exaAly the fame with what is 
in common icKvice for beef, and butter, and her- 
rings, and has ;> been often that way applied with 
great fuccefs ; but for its many fovereign virtues, 
was a quite different thing. For Peter would put-in 
a certain quantity of his powder pimperlimpimp **, 
after which it neverf ailed of fuccefs. The operation 
was perfortntdiijfpargefa^ion *, in a. proper time 
of the moon. THje patient, who was to be pickleJ, 
if it were a houfe, would infallibly be prejferved 
from all fpiders, ratfi, and weazels ; if the party 
affe^d- were a dog, he fhould be exeinpt&om 

*t* I believe are the monkeries and ridiculons proceflions, &c. tr 
mong the Papifts. 

{ Holy water he calls ao univerfal pickle, to preferve hoofes, gar- 
den?, to^'ns, men, women, children, and cattle, wherein he iC0iil4 
preferve them as found as infe£^s in amber. fV. JVttton. 

II This is eaiily underilood to be holy water, compofed of the 
fame ingredients with many other pickles. 

*^ And becaufe holy vrater differs only in confecfation from coflll* 
mon water, therefore he tell» ns, that his pickle by the poirder of 
pimperlimpimp receives new virtues, though it differs not in fight 
tier fmell from the common pickles, which preferve beef, and but' 
ter, andberrin^9» IK H^9ttcn, 
* 5pQJikixng, 

iDDkange, 
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mange, and madnefs, and hunger. It alfo inFalll* 
bly took away all fcabs and lice, and fcald-heads 
from children ; nerer hindering the patient from 
any^dnty, either-^ at bed or board. 

But oi all Peter's rarities, - hemoft valued a cer- 
tain fet of bulls •[, whofe race was by ^at fortuAe 
preferved in a lineal defcent from thole that guard- 
ed the ^^/i2fny&/r^; though fome who pretended 
ID obferve them curioufly^ doubted the breed had 
Ikn been kept entirely chafte ; becaufe they had 
dsgcnerated-fironrdieiE anceftors in fbmequalitieSy 
and had^ acqinrcd etliers very eittraordinary, but' a 
-foreign BiixtiuK* . The bulls of Colchos are record- 
ed to have.i^riiz^n feet^ But whether it happened 
liT^iD pafture and running, by an allay from inter- 
'vention of other parents, from ftolen intrigues; 
iriietber a weak^fs ior their progenitors had im- 
jpaired the ieminal virtue, or I^ a decline neceflary 
through a long courfe.' of time, tfar originals of na- 
ture being dejvaved' in thefe latter finnil ages of 
the world: whatever was the caufe, it is certain^ 
that licurd Peter's bulls were extremely vitiated by 
the ruftof time, in the metal of their feet, which 
was BOW funk into common lead^ However, the 
torriUe rmriag peniliar to their - lineage, was pre* 
ferved; as likewise, that faculty of breathing out 
fire from their noftrikit; which notwithftanding 
many of their detractors took to be a feat of art, 
and to be nothing, fo terrible as hi appeared, pro- 

f The Paptl ImHt arr ndtctiled by name ; fo that here we are at 
Jta^loff lor the anthw^a meaniiif^ Jf^, Woiton, 

Bid. Heit the aiUhor has kept the name, and meant the Po]pe*« 
bulls, or lather hit IbUDinations, and ezcommanicationt of heretical 
piiacef, all figned with lead,, and the feal of the fiihermen $ and 
tbcnfisre iaid to hare le«dfl» feet and fi&et tailt. 

{ Theie pailascs, and many othert, no doubt, muft be conflrued 
as antichriftlao, by the church of Rome. When the chief minidcr 
and liii nainiona aae expoled, the keener the fatire, the more liable 
iL\t to be iaterpreted intoJiigh treafoo againft the Ki&%. Orrtrj. ■ 

Hz ce^^m^ 
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reeding only from dieir iifual courfe of diet, which 
was oijquibs and crackers *. However, they' had 
two peculi^ marks, which extremely diftinguijObed 
them from the bulls of Jafon, and which I have 
HOt met together in the defcription of an^ other 
•4k}nftery befide that in Horace, 

Varias inducere plumas $ 

and ^ 

Jltrutn iefinit inpifcem* ' ^ 

Hot ihg& haAfi/bes tails } yet upon occafion tioM 
^ittr^fiy any bird in the air. Peter pi|t thefe kdis 
upon ieveral employs. Sometimes hs would fSet 
ihem a roaring to fright naughty boys -f, and make 
them quiet. Sometimes he would fend them oat 
upon errands of great importance; where it is 
wonderful to recount, and perfaiLps the cautious 
reader may think xnuch to believe it ; an appetitMS 
finfibilis deriving itfelf through the whole family, 
from their noble anceflxirs, guardians of thcgohiUn 
fleece \ they continued fo extremely fond otgoU 
that if Peter fent them abroad, thou^ it were on- 
ly upon a compliment, they would roar zod/pitf 
and bekb, suadpifs^ and^rf, znalfnivil ovxjtrij 
and keqp a perpietual coil, till you nung them a bit 
of gold; but then, pulveris exigui ja£hif they 
womd grow calm and quiet as lambs. In fhort, 
whether by fecret connivance, or encouragement 
from their maOer, or out of their own liquoriih 
affe^on to gold, or both ; it is certain they were 
jpo better than a fort of fturdy, iwaggering beggars ; 
and, where they.coidd not prevail tb get an alms, 
would make women mifcarry, and children fall in- 
to £ts ; who to this very day, ufually call fpnghts 
and hobgoblins by the .name of kuW'beggars. ThtJ 

* Thefe are the fulminitioni of the Pope, thrcatcmni hdl vtA 
damnMtioa to thofe princes mi ho offeod him. 
f That is, kings vrho inoitte^ Viiv^ dVij\ta.^vt^» 
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grew at laft fo very troublcfome to the neighbour- 
hood, that fome gentlemen of the north'tveft got a 
parcel of right Englifli hull-dogs , and baited them 
fo terribly, that they felt it ever after. 

I muft needs mention one more of Lord Peter's 
projefts, which was very extraordinary, and difco- 
vered him to be maftcr of a high reach and pro- 
found invention. Whenever it happened that any 
rogue of Newgate was conden^ned to be hanged, 
Peter would offer him a pardon for a certain nim 
of money ; which when the poor caitiff had made 
all ihifts to fcrape up, and fend, bis lordjbip would 
return a piece of paper in this form * : 

•* nrK) all mayors, fheriffs, jailors, conftables, bai- 
^* •*• lifis, hanemen, &c. Whereas we are inform- 
^* cd, that y^. D. remains in the hands of you, or 
** fomc of you, under the fentcnce of death ; we 
^ will and command you, upon fight hereof, to 
^^ let the faid prifoner depart to his own habitation, 
** whether he ftai>dB condemned for murder, fo- 
"*• domy, rape, facrilege, inceft, treafon, blafphe- 
^' my, &:c. for which this ihall be your fufficient 
V warrant. And if you fail hereof, G-^dd — mn 
f* you and yours to all eternity. And fo we IHA 
T jcw hcartdv fairewcl. 

Tour moft humble 
Man*$ man. 

Emperor Petrr/* 

The wretch^ truftmg to this> loft their lives and 
Aoney too. ' 

I defire of thofe, whom the learned among po- 
herity will appoint for commentators upon this e- 
laborate treatife, thax they will proceed with great 

• Thit !• a copy of a nnenl ptrdoa, Ey^^t^ ScrvM J^inwrwifc.* ^ 
BiJ. Abichtloo h articMh mfiU ^ and tUc Ux U^uMm. a|^«CA» 
ucjtOed 0/)ao in Empct^s f cur's ltutt«^ W% TK^nm* 

H3 ^'^^^ 



po A TALE OF A TUB. 

caution upon certain dark points, wherein all who 
are not vere adepti^ may be in danger to form rafh 
and hafly concli^ons, efpecially in fome myfterious 
paragraplis, wkerc certain arcana arc joined for 
brevity's fake, which in th& operation muft be di- 
vided. And I am certain, that future fons of art 
will return large thanks to my memory, for fo 
grateful, fo ufeful an innuendo, 

it wUl be no difficult part to perfuade the reader, 
that fo many worthy difcoveries met with great fuc- 
cc{& in the world ; though I may juftly affure him, 
that I have related much the fmaUeft number j my 
deiign having been only to iingle out fuch as wiU 
be of moft benefit for public imitation, or which 
beft ferved to give fome idea of the reach and wic 
of the inventor. And therefore it need not be 
wondered, if by this time Lord Peter was become 
exceeding rich. But, alas ! he had kept has brain 
lb long and fo violently upon the rack, that at laft 
It ihook itfelf, and began to turn round for a litde 
cafe. In fhort, what with pride, projefts, and 
knavery, poor Peter was grown diftrafted, and 
conceived the ftrangeft imaginations in the world. 
In the height of his fits, as it is ufual with thofe 
who run mad out of pride, he would call himfelf 
God Almighty *, and fometimes monarch of th^ 
univerfe. I have feen him (fays my author) take 
three old high-crowned hats f , and chip them all 
on his head, three Aory high, with a huge bunch 
of keys at his girdle X^ and an angling-rod in his 

L- .... ..., . 

* The Pope 5$ not only allowed to be the vicar of Chrift, but by fe- 
veral divines is called God upon earth, and other blafphemons titles 
^ait given him. 

t The triple crown. 
, J The keys of the church. —The church is here taken for tl|e 
'igate of heaven ; for the keys of-heaven are afluined by the Pope in 
confequence of what our Lord faid to Peter, ** I wUl give unto thee, 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

/iid The Pope's unlvetfal xao&McSrr« ai&d hit tiipk crown, and 
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hand. In which guife, whoever went to take him 
by the hand in the way of falutation^ Peter, with 
much grace, like a well-educated fpaniel, would 
prefent them with his foot § : and if they rcfufed 
his civility, then he would- raife it as high as their 
chaps, and give them a damned kick on the mouth ; 
which hath ever fince been called 2L/alute. Whoe- 
ver walked by without paying him their complin 
ments, having a wondcrnil ftrong breath, he would 
blow their hau off into the dirt. Mean time, hi« 
affairs at home went upiide down, and his two bro- 
thers had a wretched time ; where his &r{i boutadi''^ 
was, to kick both their wives one morning out of 
doors t, and his own too ; and, in their ftead, 
cave orders to pickcip the firft three ftrollcrs could 
be met with in the ftreets. A while after he nailed 
up the cellar-door ; and would not allow his bro- 
thers a drop of drink to their vitals :|:. Dining 
one day at an alderman's in the city, Peter obfcrv- 
ed him expatiating, after the manner of his bre* 
thren, in the praifes of his firloin of beef. ** Beef," 
faid the fage magiftrate, '' is the king of meat : 
** Beef comprehends in it the (Uiintcffcnce of par- 
** tridge, and quail, and veniion, and phealant, 
** and plum-pudding, and cuftard." When Peter 
came home, he would needs take the £incy of 
cooking up thi# doArine into ufe, and apply the 
precept, in default of a firloin, to his brown loaf. 
'' Bread," fays he, *' dear brothers, istheftaffof 
^' li& ; in which bread is contained, induflve, the 

^ Nether iot$ hii •rroff;int way of fc^irlng men (o ki£i hit flip- 
.per, eibpc reSeAioo, fK, JVotton, 

* Thii word propcrlv (ignificf » (bddeo jerk, or lafli.of tn borfc, 
whenyoii do not cm A it. 

f The celibacy ot the Romlfh clergy ii ftmck it In Petcr*t beatlrtf 
hli own and brother*! wtvri uui of doon. XT. /fW/Mr. 

J The Pope'i refitfmg the cup to the bity, peiC>kiA\iv%<Kv%tck ^"A 
the blood if contained io the httiiii tn4 tblt ^C bitiA *u v>M xti^ %»4 
co^rKw!rp/Chii/»# 
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•* quintcflcnce of beef, mutton, veal, venifon, par- 
** tridge, plum-pudding, and cuftard : and to ren- 
** der all complete, there is intermingled a due 
** quantity of water, whofe crudities are alfo cor- 
** refted by yeaft or barm, through which means it 
** becomes a wholefomc fermented liquor, difiufcd 
** through the mafs of the bread." Upon the 
ftrength of thefe conclufions, next day at dinner, 
was the brown loaf ferved up in all the formality of 
a city-feall. " Come, brothers," faid Peter, " fall 
" to, and Ipare not ; here is exccUent good mut- 
*' ton § : or hold, now my hand is in, I will help 
** you." At which word, in much ceremony, 
with fork and knife he carves out two good flkes of 
a loaf, and prefents each on a plate to his brothers. 
The elder 6f the two, not fuddenly entering into 
Lord Peter's conceit, began with very civU lan- 
guage to examine the myftery. " My Lord>" faid 
he, " I doubt, with great nibmiffion, there may 
be fome miftake." " What," fays Petcr^ " ytsra. arc 
** pleafant : come then, let us hear this jeft your 
■' head is fo big with. None in the world, my 
** Lord ; but, unlefs I am very much deccivecl, 
" your Lordfhip was pleafed a while ago to let fall 
'^ a word about mutton, and I would be glad to fee 
" it with all my heart." " How," faid rctcr, ap- 
pearing in great furprife, " I do not comprehend 

** this at all." Upon which, the younger hi- 

terpofing to fet the bufinefs aright ; " My Lord," 
faid he, ** my brother, I fuppofe, is hungry, and 
** longs for the mutton your Lordfhip hath promi- 
" fed us to dinner." "Pray," faid Peter," take me 
•* along with you. Either you are both mad, or 
** difpofed to be merrier than I approve of. If 

§ TranfubAantiaiion. Peter turns his bread into notton, tad, 
according to the Poptih doctrine of coQcomiiants, hit wise too» 
which in hit way be caUs f%\TDin^Vk\& d»i&iLt4«^^ upon the bio- 
^r/* /v/r mutton, IV. fF^tftn, 



^tj^ 
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'^ ybu there do not like yoiar piece, I will carve 
*^ you another ; though 1 flioiiki take that to be 
" the choice bit of the whole flionlder/' '< WhoA 
" then,' my Lord,*' replied the firft, •* itfeems this 
" is a Aioulder of mutton all diis while." " '^''^y^ 
" Sir," fays Peter, " cat your victuals, and leave 
** off* your impertinence, if you pleafe, for I am 
" riot difpofed to relifli it at prefent.** But the o- 
ther could not forbear being overprovoked at the 
fifieAed ferioufnefs of Peter's countenance. ** By 
" G— , my Lord," faid he, " I can. only fay, 
*^ that, to my eyes, and fingers, and teeth, aiid 
*' noie, it feems to be nothing but a cruft of 
" bread." Upon which the fecond put in his 
word : " I never faw a piece of mutton in my life 
'' fo nearly refembling a flice from a twelve-penny 
•** teaf ." ** Look ye, Gentlemen," cries Peter in a 
rage, " to convince you, what a couple of blind, 
** pofitivc, ignorant, wilful puppies you are, I will 
" ufe but this plain argument : By G — , it is true, 
<< good; natural mutton, as any in Leadenhall- 
** market, and G — confound you both eternally, 
**^ if you oftcr to believe otherwife." Such a 
thundering proof ^ this, left no further room for 
-obfcSftion. The two unbelievers began to gather 
' and pocket up their miftake as haftily as they could. 
** Why, truly," faid the firft, ** upon more ma- 
" turexonfideration" — •* Ay" fays the other, inter- 
rupting him, ** now I have thought better on the 
** thiiig, your Lordfhip feems to have a great deal 
" of reafon." " Very well," faid Peter. " Herfj 
" . boy, fill me a beer-glals of claret ; here's to you 
** both with all mj heart.*' The two bretlSren, 
much delighted to fee him fo readily appeafed, re- 
turned their moft humble thanks,, and faid, they 
would be clad to pledge his Lordfhip. "Thatyou 
" fhall," laid Peter. ** I am not a perfon to refiife 
" you any thing that is ceafonable. Wine* ts«id&T 
** ratcly takejp, is a cordial, Hcic \s ^ ^^'^ ^r^>R«- 
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" for you ; it is true natural jviice from the f^ncf^f 
** none of your damned vintners brewings," Hair- 
ing fpoke thus^ he prefented to each of them ano^- 
ther large dry cruft, bidding them drink it ofiF, and 
not be baihful ; for it would do. them . no hurt. 
The two brothers, after having performed the u- 
fual office in fuch delicate conjunctures, of ftaring 
a fufficient period at Lord Peter, and each other-, 
and finding how matters were like to go, refolvcd 
not to ^nter. on a <new difpute, but let him carry 
the point as he pleafed : for he was now got into 
one of his ipad fits \ and to argue or ezpoftulate 
further, would only ferve to render hkn a hundred 
times more untraftable« 

I have chofen to relate this worthy matter in aU 
its circumflances,.,becauf& it gaye a principal oc- 
cafion to that gr^t and famous rupture *, which 
happened about the fame time among thefe hrtt 
.thren, and was never afterwsirds made up. But of 
that I fhall treat at large in another fe^on. 

HoTyey^r, it is certain^. that Lord Peter, even 
in his lucid intervals^^ was very lewdly given in his 
common converfation, extreme wilful and pofitive; 
and would at any tirne^ rathec argue to the deaths 
•than allow himfelf once to be in an error. Befides, 
he had an abominable faculty of telling, huge pa^ 
pable (k^j upon all occafions, and not only fwearing 
to the truth, but curfing the whole company to 
hell, if they pretended to make theleaft feruple of 
beheving him. One time he^ fwore he had a cow at 
home, which gave as much milk at a meal as would 
fill three thou(and churches; and. what was yot 
more extraordinary, would never turn four f . An- 

♦ By thii rupture is mcint the reformatioir.* 

t Th* ridiculous multiplying of the Vifpn M*ry*s mtik among^ 
the Papifts, uader the allegory of a cow, which gave as much miik 
fit a meal as would fill three theuft&d churches, ^ ff^<mon. 
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other time he was telling of ari old Jign^poft % that 
belonged to his father, with nails and timber e** 
nough in it to build fixtcen large men of war. 
Talking one day of Chinefe waggons, which were 
made ib light as to fail over mountains : " Z— ds,** 
faid Peter, ** where's the wonder of that? By G — , 
** I faw a large houfe of lime and ftonc travel over 
«* fea and land, granting that it flopped fcmetimci 
^' to bait, above two thoufand German leagues •.'* 
And that which was the good of it, he would fwear 
defperately all the while, that he never told a lie in 
his life-; arid, at every word, " By G— — , Gentle* 
*^ men, I tell you nothing but the truth; and the 
^* d— — 1 broil thera eternafiy that will not believe 
^ me." 

In ihort, Peter grew fo fcandalous, that all the 
neighbourhood began in plain words to fay, he was 
noljetter than a- knave. And his two brothers, 
long weary of his ill ufage, refolved at laftto leave 
him ; but firft they humbly defired a copy of their 
father's willy which had now lain by neg^eAedtime 
out of mind, Inftead of granting this requeft, he 
Z2}lciti)xtm damned fons of whores 9 rogues^ traitors ^ 
and'^thereft of the vile names he could nmfter up. 
However, while he was afbroad one day upon his 
projeAs, the two youngfters watched their oppor- 
tunity, made a ihift to come at the will, and took 
a copia vera f ; by which they prefently faw how 

] By this Jign-pcfl is meant the erofi of our blefled Saviour ; ■ < 
and if all the wood that is ihewn for parts of it, was coUeded, the 
^ntity would Sufficiently jtift.fy this farcafm, 

* The chapel ofXoretto. He falls here only upon the ridiculous 
invention of Popery. The church of Rome intended by thefe things 
to., gull Ally fiiperAitious people, and rook them of their money. The 
world had been too long in flavery ; but our anceftors glorioufly re- 
deemed us from that yoke. The church of Rome therefore ought 
to be evpofed ; and he deferves well of mankind that does expofe it, 

fy. mtton. 

Uid, The chapel of Loretto, which travelled from the Holy 
Land to Italy, 
f Ttanflated the fcripturcs iuto the vulvae loi\^«(« 
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gjPoCslY they had been abufed ; their father having 
left them equals heirs, and ftriftly commanded, 
that vrbM/cver they got iliould lye in common a« 
mong.them aU. Purfuant to which, their next 
cnterprifewas, to break open the cellar-door, and 
get a Uttle good drink to fpirit and comfort their 
hearts |. ul copying the will, they had met ano- 
ther precept againft whoring, divorce, and fepa- 
rate maintenance; .upon which their next work 
was, to difcard their concubines, and fend for 
their wives ||. Whilft all this was in agitation, 
there enters a folicitor from Newgatfe, defiring 
Lord Peter would pleafe to procure ^pardon for a 
thirfth^t wag, to be baffged tO'morrow^ But the 
two brothers told him, he was a coxcomb, to feek 
pardons from a fellow who deferved to be hanged 
much better than his client ; and difcovered all the 
method of that impofture, in the fame form I de- 
livered it a while ago ; advifing the folicitor to put 
his friend upon obtaining a pardon frofn the king*. 
In the midil of all this clutter and revolution, in 
comes Peter with a file of dragoons at his heels f ; 
and gathering from all hands what was in the 
wind, he and his gang, after feveral millions of 
fcurrilites and curfes, not very important here to 
repeat, by main force very fairly kicks them both 
out of doors f, and would never let them come un- 
der his roof from that day to this. 

} Adminiftered the cup to. the laity at the communion. 

II AHowrd the marriages of priefts, 

* Dire^t^d penitents not to truft to pardons and abfolutions pro- 
cured for money } but fent them to implore the m^rcy of God, icom 
whence alotie remifCon is to He obtained. 

'f By Peter's dragoons is meant the civil power, which thofe priocel 
who were bigotted to ^he Romifli fupcrftilion, empbyed againft the 
reformers. 

X TJie Pope (huts all who dllTeni from him out of the church* 
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SECT. V. 

A digrejjion in the modern hind. 

XT7E, whom the world is pleafed to honour with 
^^ the title of modern authors^ fhould never have 
been able to compais our great defign of an e- 
verlafting remembrance, and never-dying fame, if 
our endeavours had not been fo highly ferviceablc 
to the general good of mankind. This, Uni- 
verfe, is the adventurous attempt of me thy fe* 
cretary ; 



^temvis perferre lahorem 



Suadet, et inducit no£lei vtgilare ferenas ^ 

To this end, I have fomc time fince, with a 
world of pains and art, diflcfted the carcafe of hu' 
man nature^ and read many ufeful Icftures upon the 
feveral parts, hox\\ containing ^w^l cmtained \ till at 
laft it ftnt it fo ftrong, I could preferve it no longer. 
Upon which, I have been at a great ex pence to fit 
up all the. bones with exaft contexture, and in due 
fymmetry ; fo that I am ready to fhcw a very com- 
plete anatomy thereof to all curious gentlemen 
ond others. But, not to digrels farther in the midft 
of a digreffion, as I have known fome authors in- 
clofe digreflions in one another like a neft of 
boxes ; I do affirm, that having carefully cut up 
human nature ^ 1 have found a very ftrange, new, 
and important difcovery ; that the public good of 
mankind is performed by two ways, inJirvSlion an<l 
diver/ion. And I have farther proved in my faid 
feveral readings, (which perhaps the world may 
one day fee, if I can prevail on uj\^ {x\fcti«l \s> ^^A**. 

Voj.L 1 ^^Yi^ 
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copy, or on any certain gentleman of my admirers, 
to be very importunate), that, as mankind is now 
difpofcd, he receives much greater advantage by be- 
ing diverted than injlru^tid ; his epidemical difeafes 
being faftidiofity^ amorphy, and ofcitaiion ; whereas, 
in the prefent univerfal empire of wit and learn- 
ing, there feems but little matter left for inftruc- 
tion. However, in compliance with a Icflbn of great 
age and authority, I have attempted carrying the 
point in all its heights ; and accordingly, through- 
out this divine treatife, have ikilfiilly kneaded up 
both togedicr, tdtib a layer of utile ^ and a layer of 
dulce. 

When I confider how exceedingly our iUuftrious 
moderns have eclipfcd the weak gliimnering lights of 
the ancients, and turned them out of the road of 
all fafhionable commerce, to a degree, that our 
choice town-wits, of moft refined accomplifliments, 
are in grave difpute, whether there have been ever 
any ^ncients.ov no *.; in which point we are like to 
receive wonderful fatisfaftion from the moft ufeful 
labours and lucubrations of that worthy modem 
Dr. Bentley : I fay, when I confider all this, I can- 
not but bewail, that no famous modern hath ever 
yet attempted an univerfal fyftem, in a (mall port- 
jible volume, of all things that are to be known, or 
believed, or imagined, or prafltifed in life. I am 
however forced to adcnowledge, that ftich an en- 
terprife was thought on feme time ago, by a great 
philofopher of O. Brafil *. The method he pro- 
pofed, was by a certain curious receipt^ a noftrum, 
which, after his untiiriely death, I found among 

• The learned perfon here meant by o«r author, hath been en- 
4eaVMiring . to annihilate fo many anticnt writers, that, uotil he is 
pleafed to ftop his liand, it will be dangerous lo aiGrm, whether 
there have been ;any ancients in the world. 

• Th'^s is an imaginary ifland, of kin to that which is called the 
falnten 'wives tjland placed in fome unknown part of the ocean, mere* 
iy it thf /anryof the .map- maker. 

» . . his 
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kis papers ; and do here, out of my. great aSe<Slion 
tD the modern learned^ prefent them with it ; not 
40ubtingy it wmj one day day cncoorage fomc wor- 
Ay undertaker. 

" Tou take fair corrcft copies,- well bound rn 
** calffkniy and lettered at the back, of all modern 
** bodies of arts^and fcicnccs whatfocver, and in 
•* what language you pleafe. Thefe you diftil in, 
" balnea Maria, irtfufing quvittffence of poppy, a. j\ 
•* together with three pints otZthe, to be had from 
** the apothecaries, You cleanfe away carefully 
^ the /crdes ^knd caput mortuum, letting all that is 
** volatile evaporate. You preferve only the firft 
•• running,, which is again to be diftilled feventeen 
^ times, till'What remains will amount to about two 
^ drams. This you keep in a gia& vial h/rmeticaUy 
** fesifedy for one and twenty days ; then you bc« 
^ ffinjovir catholic treatife, takmg every morning 
^'futmg,. firft ifaaking the vial, ..three drops of 
*' Ais elixir, fnuffing it ftrongly up your noie. It 
*^. will dilate itfelf about the brain (where there is 
'* any) in fourteen minutes, and you immediately 
V perceive in your head aa infinite number of ab' 
'^Jtra^f./ftrnmariei, compendiums^ extroEii, caOec* 
*' ficnSf medullars excerpt a quadams, jftorilegia^Sf 
** and the like, all difpofed into great order, and 
** reducible upon paper." 

I muft needs own,4t was by the aflldance of this 
^nr^ffMrf, that I though otherwife impar, have ad- 
ventured upon fo daring an attempt ; never achiev- 
ed or undertaken before, but by a certain author 
called Homer; in whom, though otherwife a 
perfon not ivithont fome abilities^ and fir en 
ancient of a tolerable genius, I have difcovered 
uatany grofs errors^ which ^e not to be forgiven 
his very afhes, if by chance any of them are left. 
E&r whereas we arc aillired, he defigned his work 
I z tit. 
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for a complete body f of all knowledge, human, di- 
vine, politicsil, and mechanic; it is manifeft, he 
hath wholly neglefted fome, and been very imper- 
te(fl in the reft. For, firft of all, as eminent a 
cabalift as his difciples would rcprefent him, his ac- 
count of the opus magnum is extremely poor and 
deficient ; he feems to have read but very fuperfi- 
cially either Sendivogus, Behmen, or Anthropo- 
Ibphia Theomagica *, He is alfo quite miftaken 
about the fphara pyroplaftica^ a negledt not to be 
atoned for ; and, if the reader will admit fo fcvcrc 
a cenfure, vix crederem autorem hune unquam aiuii- 
vijfe ignis vocem. His failings arc not lefs promi- 
nent in feveral parts of the mechanics. For, having 
read his writings with the utmoft application ufu^ 
among modern wits, I could never yet difcover the 
leaft dire6tion about the ftrufture of that ufcful in- 
ftruinerit, 3. fave-ail. For want of which, if thtf 
moderns had not lent their affiftance, we might yet 
have wandered in the dark. But I have ftill 
behind, a fault far more notorious to tax this, au- 
thor with ; I mean, his grofs ignorance in the com- 
nwn laws of this realm, and in the do^ine, as well 
as difcipline of the church of England f : A defcft 
indeed, for which both he and all die ancients 
ftand moft juftly cenfured by my worthy and inge- 
nious friend, Mr. Wotton, Batchelor of Divinity, 
in his incomparable treatife of ancient and modern 
learning ; a book never to b« fufficicndy valued. 



■f Homerut omnet res huraanas poematis compkxus eft^ JSi» 
tnpb, in convhv» 

* A treatife written aboat fifty years age» by a> Welfli geBtldVnas 
of Cambridge. His name, as I remember^was ytutgban \ as appears 
bv the anfwer to it written by the learned Dr. Henry Moor, ft is • 
piece of the moft noiotelligible fbftian, that perhaps was ever piibliflU 
cd in any language. 

*!> Mr. Wotton, f to whom our author never gives any quartet)^ 
|n his comparifon of ancient and modern learning, nnnbcrs divinily, 

r^ etc. ajB<»Bg thofe ^arts of knovrjijBQjkerein we excel the 







«t 
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tvficthcT vrc conGdcr the happy turns and flowing* 
of the author's wit, the grciit iifcfulncfs of hi* fiib- 
limc iWfi'ovvyuiH iij>on the fuhjcdt of flies and /fit t/f, 
or the laborious eloquence of liis Oyle. And I 
cannot forlv-ar doing that author ihc juilire of mjp 
public a<knowIul^»nirnr«, for the great he/ps and 
iiftinjix I had out of his incomparable piece, while 
I was penning this treatife. 

Hut, br/idcs thife oniillions in Homer, already 
mentioned, the < uriouK reader will alfo obfcrvc fc- 
vcral defcdis in tl»:it author's writings, for which 
he is not altogether fo accountable. For whcreaiv 
every branch of knowledge has received fuch won- 
derfiil arquirrments fmce his age, cri>eci:dly within 
tftefe laft three years, or thereabouts ; it is almoft 
impo/fihlc, he <:ould be fo veiy j>erfeft in moilern' 
difcoverics, as his advocates firetend. Wefrcciy 
acknowledge him to be the inventor of the c^mpofi\ 
of gun-powder^ and the rirdthiion of ihi bh^d. But I' 
challcngeany of his admirers, to ftewrac in all hit 
writings a complete account of thtfpkin. Does he 
not alio leave us wholly to fcek in the art of poiitf^' 
cal ivngerifig ? What can be more defective ancf 
iinfatisfadkoiy than his \ov\^, diiTcrtation npon tea t- 
And as to his method of Jnlivnthn without mercury^ 
fo much celebrated of late, it is to my own know*' 
ledge and c*xpericnce, a thing very little to be re- 
lied on. 

It was to Aipply fuch momentuotis defe^, that- * 
I have been prevailed on, after long folicitation, to' • 
take pen in hand ; and I dare venture to promife, 
the judicious reader ihaU iind nothing negleAed' 
here, that can be of ufe upon arry einergency of 
life. I am confident to have included and exhauft- 
ed all that human imagination cim rife or fall to. 
Panicularly^ I recommend to the perufal of tlie 
learned, certain difcoveriei diat fkre wholly un«* 
touched by othere ; whereof I ihall only wictiwsti^ , 
among a great many- more, M^nfw htli J^r Jma\-^ 
I 3 trr«Ti\ 
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terers ; or^ the art cf being deep-learned^ andJlaUoW" 
read r^--'^ A curious invention about moufc^traps :— — 
An univerfal rule of reafon i or^ Every man his own 
carver ; together with a moft ufcful engine for 
catching of owls. All which the judicious reader 
will find largely treated on in the leveral parts 
-of this difcourfe. 

I hold myfelf obliged to give as much light as Is 
poflible, into the beauties and excellencies of what 
I am writing ; becaufe it is become the fafhion and 
humour moft applauded among the firft authors of 
this polite and learned age, when they would cor- 
reft the ill-nature of critical, or inform the igno- 
rance of courteous readers. Befides, there have 
been feveral famous pieces lately publiihed, both in 
Terie and profe ; wherein, if the writers had not 
been pleafcd, out of their great humanity and af« 
jleAion to the public, to give us a nice detail of the 
fuhlime and the admirable they contain, it is a thou* 
iand to one, whether we Ihould ever have difcovered 
one grain of either. For my own particular, I cannot 
deny, that whatever I have faid upon this occasion, 
liad been more proper in a preface, and more a- 
greeabk to the mode, which ufually direAs it thi- 
ther. But I here think fit to lay hold on that great 
and honourable privilege of being the lojl writer ^ 
I claim an absolute authority in right, as thQ frejb* 
efi modern, which gives me a defpotic power over all 
aiuthors before me. In the ftrength of which 
title, I do utterly difapprove and declare againft 
that pernicious cuftom, of making the prcnice a 
bill of fare to the book. For I have always looked 
upon it as a high point of indifcretion in monjier' 
mongers, and other retailers of Jl range fights, to 
Itang out a &ir larg^ piAure over the door, drawn 
after the life, with a moft eloquent defcription un- 
derneath. This hath faved me many a three-pence ; 
/or my curiofity was fully fatisfied, and I never of- 
^fMed to go ip, though oixfixi luVix^d b^ the urging 
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and attending orator, with his laft moving zndjlandifig 
inece of rhetoric, " Sir, upon my word, we are juft 
*' going to begin." Such is cxaftly the fate, at this 
time, of Prefaces, Epiftles^ Advertifements, Intro* 
duSlions, Prolegomena St Apparatuses, To the renders. 
This expedient was admirable at firft. Our great 
Dryden has long carried it as far as it would go, 
and with incredible fuccefs. He hath often faid to 
me in confidence, that the world would have never 
fufpefted him to be fo great a poet, if he had not 
aflured them fo frequently in his prefaces, that it 
was impoflible they could either doubt or forget it. 
Perhaps it may be fo : However, I much fear, hif 
inftruflions have edified out of their place, and 
taught men to growwifer in certain points, where 
he never intended they fhould : For it is lament- 
able to behold, with what a lazy fcom many of the 
yawning readers of our age do now-a-days twirl 
over forty or fifty pages of preface and dedication, 
(which is the vSxxdlmodtm ftint), as if it were fo 
much Latin. Though it muft be alfo allowed, on 
the other hand, that a very confiderable number is 
known to proceed critics and wits, by reading no- 
thins elfe. Into which two faAions, I think, all 
pre(ent readers may juftly be divided. Now, for 
myfelfy I profcfs to be of the former fort ; and 
therefore, having the modern inclination to expa- 
tiate upon the beauty of my own produAions, and 
difplay the bright parts of my difcOurfe, I thought 
bell to do it in the body of the work ; where, as it 
now lies, it makes a very confiderable addition to 
the bulk of the volume ; a cireumjlance by no means 
to be negleSled by a Jkilful writer. 

Having thus paid my due deference ahd acknow« 
ledgment to an eftablifhed cuftom of our neweft 
aythors, by a long digrejjion unfmght for, and an uni^ 
verfal cenfure unprovoked ; by forcing into the lights 
with much pains and dexterity, my o^tv ciLc^?5Lti\:- 
cies, and other mens defaults, with gtc^ci yoSXc^^^ 
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txijMt, and candonr to them; I' now happily rc- 
ibme my fub^eft, to the infinite fatisfaAion both of 
the reader and the author. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXX^XXXXXXXXXXXXX 
S E C T. VI. 
A TALE OF A TUB. 



^ITTE left Lord Peter in open rupture with his two 
^* brethren; both for ever difcarded. from his 
houfe, and refigned to the wide world, with litdc 
or nothing to truft to. Which are circumftances 
that render them proper fubjefts for the charity of 
a writer's pen to work on ; fcenes of mifery ever 
afiFording the faireft harveft for great adventures. 
And in this the world may perceive the difference 
between the integrity of a generous author, and 
that of a common friend. The latter is obfcrved 
to adhere clofe in proiQ>crky, but, on the decline 
of fortune, to drop fuddenly off: whereas the ge- 
nerous author, juft on the contrary, finds kis hero; 
€m the dunghill, from thence by gradual fteps rait 
es hitn to a throne, and then ixmnediately with** 
draws, cxpcftihg not fo much as thanks for his ' 
pains. In imitation of which exam{de, I have pla*' 
ccd Lord Peter in a noble houfc, given him a title 
to wear, and money to fpend. There I fhall kavc 
him for fome tkne ; returning where common cha^' 
rity direfts me, to the affifiance of his two bro-' 
thers at their kyweft ebb. However, I (hall by no 
means foiget my chara^r of an hiftorian, to fol-' 
low the truth, ftep by ftep, whatever happens, or * 
wherever it may lead me. 

The two C3ule9, fo nearly united }n fortune and 
iBPsreA, took atodigingxo^*^^! "vrkere, at their 
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firft leifure, they began to refleA on the numbcrlefi^ 
misfonuncs and vexations of their life paid ; and| 
could not tell, on the fudden, to what failure in 
tlieir conduA they ought to impute them ; wlien,i 
after fome recolleflion, they called to mind the 
copy of their father's will^ which tliey had fo hap-r 
pily recovered. This was immediately produced,, 
and a firm refoluiion taken between them, to alter 
whatever was already aniifs, and reduce all their 
future mealures to the ftnfteft obedience prefcrib* 
ed thei'eln. The main body of the wiU (as the. 
reader cannot eallly have forgot) coniifted in cer- 
tain admirable rules about the wearing of their 
coats: in the perufal whereof, the two brothers^, 
at every period duly comparing the doArine wicb 
the practice, tlicrc was never fecn a wider difter* 
encc between two things ; horrible, downright 
tranigreffions of every point, Upon which they 
both refolved, without further delay, to fall im* 
^^diatdy upon reducing the whole exaAly after 
Oieir father's ntiodeU 

But here it is good to ftop the hafty reader, ever 
impatient to fee die end of an adventure, before we 
liters can duK? prepare him for it. I am to re- 
cord, that thc(e two brothers began to be diflin- 
guilhed at this time by certain names. One oC 
them defircd to* be called MARTIN ♦, and the o- 
thcr took the appellation of JACK f. Thefe two 
had lived in much friendiliip and agreement, undec 
die tyranny of their brother Peter ; as it is the ta- 
knt of fellow-fuffercrs to do ; men in misfortune 
being like men in the dark, to whom all colours- 
are the fame. But when they came for\vard. into 
the world, and began to difplay themfelves to each 
Qther^ and to the light, their complexions: appear- 
ed extremely different; which the prefent pofture 

* Martin Luther.. f John C«W\a«. 
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•f their a^rs gave them a Aidden opportunity tor 
^Kfcover. 

But here the fevere reader may juftly tax mc as 
a writer of (liort memory ; a deficiency to iwhich a 
frue modern cannot but, of neceffity, be a little fub- 
jfcft : becaufe memory being an employment of the 
mind upon things pafi:, is a faculty, for which the 
learned in our illuftrious age have no manner of 
occafion, who deal entirely with invention y and 
ftrike all things out of themfelves, or at leaft by 
eollifion from each other : upon which account we 
think it highly reafonable to produce our great for- 
getfiilnefs, as an argument unanfwerablc for our 
great wit. I ought, in method, to have informed 
5ie reader about fifty pages ago, of a fancy Lord 
Peter took, and infufed into his brothers, to wear 
en their coats whatever trimmings came up in' fa* 
fhion ; never pulling off* any as they went out of 
Ae mode, but keeping on aU together 5 whicb.a-^ 
mounted m time to a medley, the moA antic you 
can poflibly conceive ; and this to a degree, that, 
upon the time of their falling out, there was hard- 
ly a thread of the original coat to be feen; but 
an infinite quantity of lace, and ribhands^ and'< 
fringe y Sihd embroidery , Tind points; (I meanimly; 
thofe tagged, with filver ♦, for the reft fell oflF). 
Now; thiis material circumftance having been 
forgot in due place, as good fortune hatli- order* 
ed, comes in very properly here, when the two^ 
iM-others are juft going to reform their vcfture^ 
Into the primitive ftatc, prefcribed by their father'^ 
tuiV/. 

They both unanimoufly entered upon this great 
work, looking fometimes on their coats, and fome- 
times on the will. Martin laid the firft hand; at 

* Points tagged with filver, are thofe doMnes that promote tht 
greatnefs and wealth of thechiuxb, which have be<n thrrefore woven 
49<ipe(i in the body of Po^rf. 
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one twitch brought off a large handful of points ; 
and, with a fecond pull, ftrippcd away ten dozea 
yards of fringe. But when he had gone thus £aav 
he demurred a while. He knew very well, there 
yet remained a great deal more to be done. How- 
ever, the firft heat being over, his violence begaA 
to cool, and he refolved to proceed more mode- 
rately in the reft of the work ; having already nar- 
rowly efcapcd a Twinging rent in pulling o£F the 
points^ which, being tagged witbjilver^ (as we have 
oblerved before, the judicious workman had with 
much fagacity double fown, to preferve them from 
falling. Refotving therefore to rid his coat of a 
huge quantity o£ gold lace^ he picked up the ftitch- 
•cs with much caution, and diligently gleaned out 
all the loofe threads as he went ; which proved to 
be a work of time. Then he fell about the cm- 
ibroidered Indian figures of men, women, and chil- 
dren ; againft which, as you have heard in its due 
place, their father's teftament was extremely exaft 
and fevei'e : thefe, with much dexterity and appli- 
cation, were, after a while, quite eradicated, or 
utterly defaced. For the reft, where he obfervcd 
the embroidery to be worked fo clofe, as not to be 

Srot away without damaging the cloth, or where it 
ervcd to hide or ftrengthen any flaw in the body 
•of the coat ; contrafted by the perpetual tampering 
-of workmen upon it; he concluded, the wifeft 
courfe was, to let it remain ; refolving in no cafe 
whatfoever, that the fubftance of the ftufi* fliould 
•?fuffer injury ; which he thought the beft method 
^or ferving the true intent and meaning of his fa- 
ther's luilL And this is the neareft account I have 
been able to coUeft of Martin's proceedings upon 
this great revolution *. 

But 

* The critxcirixis of the Martinifts (wbom wc wvj C>i'^^^^ ^-^ 
members of ihe church of England) were, it U t* )»c Vxy^i% t^c»t^ 
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» But his brother Jack f , whofe adventures will he 
Co extraordinary, as to furniifh a great part in the 
remainder of this difcourfe, entered upon the mat- 
ter with other thoughts, and a quite different fpirit. 
For the memory of Lord Peter's injuries produced 
a degree of hatred and fpite, which had a much 
greater fhare of inciting him, than any regards af- 
ter his father's commands ; fince thefe appeared at 
beft only fecondary and fubfervient to the other. 
However, for this medley of humour he made a 
fhift to find a very plaufible name, honouring it 
with the title of zeai; which is perhaps the moft 
iignificant word that hath been ever yet produced 
in any language ; as, I think, I have fully proved 
in my excellent analytical difcourfe upon that fub- 
jeft ; wherein I have deduced a hijiorutheo-phyji-lth 
gical account of zeal^ ihewing how it firft proceed- 
ed fi-om a notion into a word^ and from thence, in 



candid than thofe contained in the following note, for Martin is 
treated with a much lefs degree of farcafm than the other two bro- 
thers -—The church of England can fcarce be angry at fuch a favour- 
able account of Luther j efpecially as we have fince reformed from 
I.uther hiihfelf, and. To far as our judgements can teach us, havere- 
ftored our habits ftill nearer to the original fafhion, which they bore 
at the perfeAion of the teftament. Orrery, 

i* In the charafler of Jack a fet of people were alarmed, who are 
e^iHly offended^ and who can fcarce bear the cheerfulnefs of a fmile. 
In their didionary, wit is only another name for wiclcednefs ; and 
the purer or more excellent the wit, the greater and more impioua 
the abomination. However wide, therefore, the diflfereDce of Peter 
rtnd Jack might have been in fafliioning their coats, the two brewers 
moft iincercly agreed in their hatred of an adverfary fo powerful at 
this anonymous author. They fpared no unmannerly refle^ona up- 
on bis character* They had recouife to every kind of aboic that 
could rcaQh him. And fometimes it was the work of Swi^ and Ms 
companions : fometimes not a f> liable of it was his work ; it was the 
woik of one of his uncle's fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it was 
the work of a perfon, who was to be nameiefs. Each of thefe ma- 
licious conjectures reigned in its turn : and it will be found, that 
hold alTertions, however falfs, almofl conOantly meet with fucceis ; 
a kind of triumph that would appear one of the fevered infiitutes of 
fate, if time and truth dli not foon obliterate all marks of the viAo* 
>>•. Orrery,. 
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91 hot luilimcr, ripened into a tangible fiihflance. 
This work, containing three large volumes in fo- 
lio, I defign very Ihortly to publilh by the imdcrn 
"ttdj of fubfa-iftion ; not doubting but the nobility 
tod gentry or the land will give me all pofEble cn- 
courageilient, having had sdready fuch a taftc of 
what f am able to perform. 

I record, therefore, that brother Jack, brim-f nil 
of this miraculous compound, reflefting with in- 
dignation upon Peter's tyranny, and farther pro- 
voked by die defpondcncy of Martin, prefaced his 
refolutions to this purpofe. " What," faid he, 
** a rogue that locked up his drink, turned away 
•' our wives, cheated us of our fortunes, palmed 
•* his damned crufls upon us for mutton, and at 
** laft kicked us out of doors ; muft we be in his 
^ fafhions, with a pox ! a rafcal, befides, that all 
«« the ftreet cries out againft." Having thus kind- 
led and inflamed him i elf as high as poflibie, and^ 
by confequence in a delicate temper for beginning 
a reformation, he fet about the work immediately, 
and in three minutes made nwre difpatch than 
Martin had done in as many hours. For, courte- 
ous reader, you are given to underftand, that zeal 
is never fo highly obliged, as when you fet it a tear- 
ing ; and Jack, who doted on that quality in him- 
felf, allowed it at thb time its ixiU fwing. Thus it 
happened, that ftripping down a parcel oigold lace 
a litdc too haftily, he rent the main body of his coat 
from top to bottom ; and whereas his talent was 
not of die happieft in taking tip aftitch^ he knew 
no better way, than to dam it again with pack- 
thread and TLjiewer^ But the matter was yet infi- 
nitely worfe (I record it with tears) when he pro- 
ceeded to the embroidery : for, being clumfy by na- 
ture, and of temper impatient ; widial, beholding 
millions of ftitches that required the niceft handi 
andfedaieft conftitution, to extricate \ m ^ ^^"^^ 
rage he tore off the whole piece, c\ox!h.«cA^>^^^ 
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flung it into the kennel, and furioufly thus conti- 
nued his career : ** Ah, good brother Martin," 
faid he, " do as I do, for the love of God ; flxip^ 
•* tear, pull, rend, flay off all, that we may appear 
*' as unlike the rogue Peter as it is poflible. I 
^ would not, for an huxdred pounds, cariy the 
** leaft mark about me, that might give occafioa 
•* to the neighbours, of fufpe^ling that I was re- 
*' lated to mch a rafcal,'* But Martin, who at 
this time happened to be extremely flegmatic 
and fedate, ** begged his brother, of all love^ 
** not to damage his coat by any means ; for he 
** never would get fuch another : delired him to 
*^ confider, that it was not their bufinefs to form 
** their aftions by any refledlion upon Peter, but 
** by obferving the rules prefcribed in their fa- 
*' ther's u'fV/: that he fhould remember, Peter was 
** ftill their brother, whatever faults or injuries he 
•* had committed; and therefore they fliould by all 
y means ay6id fuch a thought, as Uiat of taking 
•• nieafures .-for. good and evil, from no other inile 
'* than of oppofition to him : that it was true, the 
** teftament of their, good father was very exaft in 
•* what related to the wearing of their coats ; yet 
'* was it no lels penal and ftridl in prefcribiag a- 
** greemem, and friendship, and affection between 
*' them ; and therefore, if ftraining a point were 
/' at all difpenfable, it would certainly be fo, rather 
•' to the aavance of unity, than iacreafe of contra- 
«^ didUon/' 

Martin had ftill proceeded as gravely as he began; 
.tod doubtlefs would have delivered an admirable 
lefture of morality, which might have exceedingly 
contributed to luy reatler's repofe^ beth of body and 
mindy the true ultimate end ot ethics \ but Jack 
was already gone a flight-fliot beyond his patience. 
And as, in fcholaftic difputes, nothing ferves to 
rpufe the fpleen of him that oppofes, fo much as a 
kind of pedantic affcfted colmneis in the refpondent\ 

ivC^^tants 
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difputants being for the moft part like unequal fcales, 
where the gravity of one fide advances the light nefs 
of the other, and caufes it to fly up, and kick the 
beam : fo it happened here, that the weight of 
Martinis arguments exalted Jack's levity, and made 
him fly out and fpurn againft his brother's mode- 
ration. In fliort, Martin's patience put Jack in a 
rage. But that which moft affli<Eled him, was, to 
obferve his brother's coat fo well reduced into the 
ftate of innocence ; while his own was either 
wholly rent to his fliirt ; or thofe places which had 
efcaped his cruel clutches, were ftill in Peter's live- 
ry ! fo that he looked like a drunken heaVy half 
rifled by bullies ; or like a freih tenant of Newgate, 
when he has refufed the payment of gnrniyb; or 
like a difcovered Jbop-lifter, left to the mercy of 
Exchange v/omen * • or like a h iwd in her old velvet 
petticoat, refigned into the fecular hands of the 
mobile. Like any, or like all of thefe, a medley of 
rfigs and lace, and rents and fringes, unfortunate 
Jack did now appear. He would have been ex- 
tremely glad to fee his coat in the condition of 
Martm's, but infinitely gladder to find that of 
Martin m the fame predicament with his. Howe- 
ver, fincc neither 6f thcfe was likely to come to 
pafs, he thought fit to lend the whole bufincfs ano- 
ther turn, and to drefs up neceflity into a virtue» 
Therefore, after as many of the /ex's arguments f 
as he could miifler up, for bringmg Martm to rftf- 

• The galleries over the piazzas lo the Royal Exchange were for- 
merly filled with fliop?, kept chiefiy by women. The fanne uie wat 
made of a buitdin| called the Hew Exchange in the Str nd. This 
edifice has been pulled down; the fliopkecpzn have removed from 
tlie Royal Exchange into Corni.i }, and the adjacent ftreets ; and tbrre 
are now no remains of Exchange- women, but in Eieter *change^and 
they aie n« longer decmrd '.he firft minillers of faffsion, 

-f The fox in the fable, who having been caught in a trap,, ani 
loft his tall, ulL-d many argiirnents foperfuade the reft tocutoffiheirtt^ 
tlitt theiJngulatity of bis deformity might not espofe bim to duw 
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fmy as he called it, or^ as he meant it, into hu 
own ragged, bobtailed condition ; and obferving he 
faid all to little piirpofe ; what, alas ! wa« left for 
the forlorn Jack to do, but, after a million of fcur- 
rilities againft his brother, to run mad with fpleen, 
and fpite, and contradi£lion ? To be fiiort, here 
begun a mortal breach between thefe two. Jack 
went immediately to nevD lodgings y and in a few days 
it was for certain reported, that he had run out of 
his wits. In a fhort time after he appeared abroad, 
and confirmed the report, by falling into the oddeik 
whimfie^ that ever a fick brain conceived. 
• And now the little boys in the ftreets b^gan tc^ 
falute him with, ieveral names. Sometimes the; 
would call him Jack the Baldfy fometimei, Jofi 
ivith a lantern % ; fometimes, Dutch Jack | ; fome* 
times French Hugh ** ; fometimes, Tom the Beg^ 
gar\\\ and fometimes, Knocking Jack of the N^tbXX^ 
And it was under one, or fom^, or all df thefe ^p* 
pellations, which I leave the }earned read» to de* 
termine, that he hath given rife to the moft iUuf- 
trious and epidemic feft of MoUfis^ who, with hor 
nourable commemoration, do ftill acknowledge the 
renowned JACK, for their author and founder, 
Or -uihofe original, as weU as principles, I am now 
advaoci&g tq gratify the world with a very partku* 
iar accQunt,; • 

'-^^-Melleo contingens cunSfa kpore^ 



f Th?t if.. Calvin, from cahuui^ bald. 
, % AH tiibfe wbo pie\er.d lo in\Aard 1 gfat. 
■ II Jacjc of Leyden, who gave lift to ib« Anabaptifls, 

•• X^^ Hugonntr, 
* +t The GucurcSj by which name fome Proteftantf lA Flasden 
were called. 

J} Jo ha I^oxt the. reformer pf ScoiioiiKi. 
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A digreffiot: in praife (jf dlgrifflms. 

T Have ibmetunes heard of an Iliad in a nut-JiiU^ 
^ but it liath been my fortune to have much often* 
trfeen a nutjhell in an Iliads Theix is no doubt 
that human life has received moft wonderful ad* 
vantages from both ; but to which of the twa the 
world is chiefly indebtedi I fliall leave among the 
curiousy as a problem worthy of their utmoft en* 

Juiry. For the invention of the latter,. I think 
\t commonwealth of learning is. chiefly obliged ta 
the great modern improvement of digreffions : the 
late refiements in knowledge runomg parallel xx> 
Aofe of diet in oor nation, which, among men 
€^ a judicious tafte, are dreflTed up in various com* 
pounds, confifting iXLjmpe and o/io'j, fricajfees and 
ragouts » 

It is true, there is a fiirt of m'oroie, dctra^ng. 
Si-bred people, who pretend utterly to (Ufrelifh thele 
pcSxA innovations.. And as to the fimilitude from 
£et, they aUow the pacallel; but are fo bold to 
pronounce the example itfelf, a corruption and de-» 
generacy of tafte.. They teU us, that the faftion 
of jumblii^ fifty ^ings together in a diA, was at 
£rft introduced in compliance tea depraved and dc- 
kauehed appetite, as weH as to a erai^ cmftitttticn : 
^md to fee a man huntine thrairgh an olio after the 
head and hrains- of a goof a wii^emiy or a w'oJeock^ 
is a fign he wants a i^mach and digeftion fo^more 
fubdamial vi£hials. Farther, they ajBirm, that, di^^ 
grejpons in a book are like foreign troopi in a Jlate^ 
which argue the nation to want a heart and hands 
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of its own; and often either fuhdue the natives, or 
drive them into the moft unfruitful corners^ 

But, after all that can be objcfted by thefe fuper- 
cilious cenfors, it is manifeft, the fociety of writers 
would quickly be reduced to a very inconfiderable 
number, if men were put upon making books, with 
the fatal confinement of delivering nothing beyond 
what is to the purpofe. It is acknowledged, that 
were the cafe the fame among its, as with the Greeki 
and Romans, when learning was in its cradle^ to be 
reared, and fed, and clothed by inventian ; it would 
be an eafy talk to fill up volumes upon particular oc- 
cafions, without farther expatiating from the fub- 
jeft, than by moderate cxcurfions, helpmg to ad- 
vance or clear the m^ defign. But with knowkdge 
it has fored as with a numerous army, encamped in 

- a fruitful country ; which for a jfew days maintains 
itfelf by the produft of the foil it is on ; till, pro- 
vifions being fpent, they are fent to forage many a 
rtiile, among friends or enemies, it matters not. 
Mean while, the neighbouring fields, trampled and 
beaten down, become barren and dry, afibrding 
no fuflenance but clouds of dufl. 

The whole courfe of things being thus entirely 
changed between us and the ancients^ and the m(h 
derns wifc:Iy fenlible of it ; we of this age have dif- 
covered a fhorter, and more prudent method, to 
become fcholars and wits, without the fetigue of 
reading or of thinking. The moft accompHflied 
^vay of ufing books at prcfent, is twofold : either, 
firft, to ferve them as fome men do l9rds, learn theif 
titles exa6tly, and then brag of then* acquaintance; 
or, fecondly, which » indeed the choicer, the pro- 
founder, and politer method, to get a thorough 
inlight into the ivdex, by which the whole book is 
governed and turned, like fjhes by the tail. For 
to enter the palace of learning at the great gnte^ 
requires an expence of time and forms ;. therefore 

^Bjveii oi much haftc ai^LUttk ceremony are content 
» to 



Seft. 7, A digrejftcm in praife of dlgrefSins. 1 r J 

to get in by the back-door. For the arts are all ii> 
2i flying march, and therefore more eafily fubdued 
by attacking them in the rear. Thus phyficians dif- 
cover the ftate of the whole body, by cohfuldng 
only what comes from hehind. Thus men catch 
knowledge by dirowing their wit on the f oft triors 
of a book, as boys do fparrovvs with flinging fait 
upon their tails. Thus human life fe beft unacr* 
flood by the wife man's rule of regarding the etidi^ 
Thus are the fciences found, like Hercules's oxen^ 
by tracing them backwards. Thus are old Jcienct$ 
tmravelled like old fiockingSy by beginning at thd 
foot. ■•* 

Befides all this, the army of the fciences hatU 
be^n of late, with a world of martial difcipline/ 
drawn into its c/ofe order^ fo that a view, or a muA 
tcr may be taken of it with abundance of expedii 
tion. For this great blefiing we are wholly indebt- 
ed to /yftems and abjlraeis^ in which the modern fa^ 
thers of learning, like prudent ufurcts, fpcnt their 
fweat for the eafe of us their children. For labour, 
lb the feed of idlenefs^ and it is the peculiar happi- 
nefs of our noble age to gather the Vri/f/. ' 

Now, the method of growing wife, learned, and 
fttblime^ having become \o regular an affair, and fd 
eftabliihed in all its forma ; the number of writerk 
muft needs have increafcd accordingly, and to a 
pitch that has made it of abfohite neceffity for them 
to interfere continually whh each other, Befides^ 
it is reckoned, that there b not, at this prefent, a 
fufficient quantity of new matter left in nature t# 
furnifh and adorn any one particular fubjeA to the 
extent of a volume. This I am told by a very Ikiil' 
ful computer y who hath given a full demonftratioii 
of it from rules of arithmetic. 

This, perhapty may be objefled againft by tAofe 
who mwntain the infinity of matter, and therefore 
will not allow that 2Lnj JpevHs of it can be e'5Aw\s&- 
cd# For anfwer to which, kt us cMcnivafc \Jtw^ ^'^• 
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Ueft branch of modern wit or mventicKi, planted 
and cultivated by the prefent age, and which of all 
others, hath borne the moft and the faireft fruity 
For tho' ibme remains of it were left us by the an* 
cientff yet have not any of thoie, as I remember, 
been tranflated, or compiled into fyftems for modem 
«fe. Therefore we may aflSnu, to our own ho- 
mmtt that h Inth^ in fbme fort, been both invent- 
ed and brought to a perfcftion by the fame hands. 
What I mean is, that highly-celebrated taknt a- 
moag the mmlern wits, of deducing fimilicudes, al- 
kifions, and applications, very iurprifing, agreea*^ 
Uc, and appofite, from the pudenda of either fex,. 
ttgeth^ with their ^«^ tifis. Assd truly, having 
ol^crved how little invention bears any vogue, be-^ 
fldet what is derived faito iheie channeb^ I have 
fiimetimes had a thought, that the haj^y genius of 
0ur age and country wa» pro^etically held* forth 
by that ancient typical defcription of the Indiaa 
jffffsAt% ; vAefiftmtwre did mt exceed above two foot t 
Jed quorum pitdnida crajfei^ et ad iahs ufyu0 pertingen^ 
tia ♦. Now^ I havie been ^ery curious to infped the^ 
late productions^ wherein the beauties of this kind 
kave moft promineiitly appeared. And although 
ikis vein hath Ued lb freely, and all endeavours 
kfive beea ufed in the pow^r of human breath, to 
dKlate, cmtend> and keep it open^ like the Scythi-^ 
mm, wkokad a aiJUmy and an irifirument^ to How vf 
tk0 privities of their mares ^ 4Aat tiey mght yield the 
more tHiOt f ; yet I am mider an aipprehenfion^ it ir 
war growii^ dry, and paft afl recovery ; and that 
tidier fome wcmfomde of wk fiieuld, if poffiUe, be 
frovided,, ot eife that we mv& eVn be content 
mth repetition here, as weU as upon all other oc» 
cafions. 
This win fland a^aii ineooteiUbk ai^gument^that 

• Gtefic fragn. ap«i9hMiHii» 
fBaodoi^i.^ 

k our 
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our modem wits arc not to reckon upon the infinity 
of matter, for a conftant fupply. What remains 
therefore, but that our lail recourfe muil be had to 
large indexes^ and little compindiums ? ^iotatioas 
muft be plentifully gathered, and booked in alpha-^ 
bet. To this end, though authors need be little 
confulted, yet critia. and comment i*t or s^ and Uxl* 
cons, carefully muft. . But above all, thofe judici* 
ous colledlors of bright parts, and fiorwers, and oh* 
Jervanda's, are to be nicely dwelt on, by fome called 
Xhcfuvis and boulters of learning ; though it is left 
undetermined, whether they dealt in pearls or mcalf 
aiui cQi^quently^ whether we are more to Tahie 
ibsu which paj/id thrcugby qt whaxjlaid beUnd, 

By cheie methods, in a few weeks, there ftaru m 
ouny a writer, capable of managing the profound'* 
ffi, and moft univerfal fubje^ts. For what thougii 
lyis head ]^ empty, provided his comrnm-pkce btoli 
ht full ? And if you will bate him but the circiuivr 
Aznces of metiod, and Jfyle, sukd grammar, zndtnven' 
iion ; allow him but the commoaprivilegcs of tran- 
ienbing from others, and digreffing from himfetf* 
as often as he fhall fee occafion ; he will defire no 
more ingrediems towards fitting up a treatife, that 
iliall make a very comely figure on a bookfeller's 
ihelf, there to be preferved ne^t and dean for a 
Ions eternity, adorned with the heraldry of its tide 
£urly infcribed oa a label ; never to be thumbed 
or ^eafed by ftudents, nor bound to everlafting 
chains of darkneis in a library ; but when the foK 
nefs of time is come, ihall happHy undergo the trial 
of purgatory, in order to afieni thefity. 

Without thefe allowances, how is it poifible w^ 
medern wits fhould ever have an opportunity to in- 
troduce our coUeAions, lifted under To many thl>u- 
(and heads of a different nature ? for want or wkkh 
the learned world would be deprived of infinite de- 
light» as well as inftrudtion, and we cmrfelves bu« 



ii8 A. TALE OF A TUB. 

ricd beyond redrcfs in an inglorious and undiftin- 
guiihed oblivion. 

From fuch elements as thefe, I am alive to be- 
hold the day, wherein the corporatio^i of authors 
can outvie all its brethren in the guild : A happineft 
derived to us, with a great many others, from our 
Scythian anceftors ; among whom the number of 
fens was fo infinite, that the Grecian eloquence had 
no other way of exprefling it, than by faying, " that 
" in the regions far tp the nc^'thf it was hardly pof- 
•* lible for a man to travel, the very air was fo rc- 
*' pletc with feathers *. 

The neceflity of this digreffion will eafily excufe 
the length ; and I have chofen for it as proper a 
place as I could readily find. If the judicious read- 
er can affign a fitter, 1 do here impower him to re- 
move it into any other corner he pleafes. And fa 
I rcturii, with great alacrity, to purfuc a more im- 
portant concern. 

SECT, viir» 

ATALEOFATUB, 

'T'HE learned iEolifts f maintain the original caufe 
•*• of all things to be windy from which principle 
this whole univerfe was at firft produced, and into 
which it muft at laft be refolved ; that the fame 
breath which had' kindled and blew up the flame of 
nature, fhould one day blow it out, 

^odprocul a nobis fle 61 at for tun a gubernans. 

This is what the adept i underftand by their animd 

• Hciodot. 1. 4. ■ • 

- f All preteodcn to inrplration whatfoever. 

L mun£i 
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mundi; that is to fay, the/firif^ or breath, or wind 
of the world. For examine the whole fyiiem by 
the particulars of nature, and you will find it not 
to be difputcd. For whether you pleafe to call the 
forma in for mam of man, by the name of fpiritus^ 
animusy afflatus^ or anima ; what are all thefe but 
feveral appellations for windF which is the ruling 
element in every compound, and into which they 
all refolve upon their corruption. Farther, what 
is life itfelf, but, as it is commonly called, the b eatb 
of our noflrils ? Whence it is very juftly obfcrved 
by naturalifts, that wind ftill continues of great e- 
jnolument in certain myfteries not to be named, gi- 
ving occafion for thofe happy epithets of turgidus^ 
and inflatus, applied either to the emittent or reci^ 
pient organs. 

By what I have gathered out of ancient records, 
I find the compafs of their doctrine took in two and 
thirty points, wherein it would be tedious to be very 
particular. However, a few of their moft import- 
ant precepts, deducible from it, are by no means to 
be omitted ; among which the foUowing maxim wa$ 
of much weight, That fihce wind had the mafter- 
/hare, as well as operation in every compound, by 
confequence, thofe beings muft be of chief excel- 
lence, wherein that prtmordiztm appears moft pro- 
minently to abound ; and therefore man is in high- 
eft perfeftion of all created things, as having, by 
the great bounty of philofophers, been endued with 
three diftin^ anima s or wtnds, to which the fage 
.^lolifts, with much liberality, have added a fourth 
of equal neceflity, as well as ornament, with the 
other three ; by this quarivm principium, taking in 
,our four corners of the world ; which gave occa- 
^pn to that renowned cabaliji, Bonibaftus *, of pla- 



• This is one of the names of P.trrcelfu?. He was called Chrifto- 
fhoms Theopbradas Patacelfus Bombafiuf^ 
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lio A TALE OF A TUS. 

cing the body of man in due pofition to the four 
carciinai points. 

In confequence of this, their next prhiciple was, 
That man brings witli him into the world a peculiaf 
portion or grain of winri^ which may be called a 
quint a effentia, extracted from the other four. This 
qu'ntejfence is of a catholic ufe upon all emergencies 
of lirc, is improvable into all arts and fdences, and 
may be wonderfully refined, as well as enlarged, by 
certain methodsTin education. This, when blown 
tip to its perfe<Slion, ought not to be covetoufly 
hoarded up, ftifled, or hid under a bufhel, but 
freely communicated to mankind. Upon thefe rea- 
fons, and others of equal weight, the wife j£olift$ 
affim the gift of BELCHING to be the nobleft aft 
of a rational creature. To cultivate which art, 
and render it more ferviceable to mankind, they 
made ufe of feveral methods. At certain feafons 
of the year, you might behold the priefts among 
them in vaft numbers, with their months gaping ivide 
enough ogainft ajhorm *. At other times were to be 
feen, feveral hundreds linked together in a circular 
chain, with every man a pair of bellows applied to 
his neighbour's breech, by which they blew up each 
other to the fliape and fize of a tun ; ^nd for that 
reafon, with great propriety of fpeech, did ufually 
call their bodies their vejfels. 'When, by thefe and 
the like performances, they were grown fufficiently 
replete, they would immediately depart, and difem- 
bogue, for the public good, a plentiful ihare of 
their acquirements into their difciples chaps. For 
we muft here obferve, that all learning was cfteem- 
ed among them to be compounded from the fame 
principle: Becaufe, firft, it is generally affirmed, 
or confeffed, that learning pujfeth men vp ; and, 
fecondly, they proved it by the following fyllogifm: 

* This is meant of thofe feditious preachers, who blow op the 
fctds of rebellion, &c« 

^ fFirds 
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Words are but wi/:d; and /earning is nothing hut u&rds\ 
ergo, learning is nothing but wind. For this reafon, 
the philosophers among them did, in their fchcols, 
deliver to their pupils, all their doftrines and opi- 
nions by ervHafion, wherein they had acquired a 
wondcrnil eloquence, and of incredible variety. 
But the great charadteriftic by which their chief 
fages were beft diftinguifhed, was a certain pofition 
of countenance, which gave undoubted intelligence 
to what degree or proportion the fpirit agitated the 
inward madTs. For, aSfter certain gripines, the umd 
and vapours iiluing forth ; having firft, by their 
turbulence and convulfions within, caufed an earth- 
quake in man's little world ; diftorted the mouth, 
bloated the cheeks, and gave the eyes a terrible 
kind of relievo. At which junftures, all their 
ie/ches were received for facred, the fourer the bet- 
ter, and fwallowed with infinite confolation by their 
meagre devotees. And to render thefc yet more 
complete ; becaufe the breath of man's life is m his 
noftrils, therefore the choiceft, moft edifying, and 
moh enlivening belches were very wifely conveyed 
through that vehicle, to give them a tinfturc as they 
paflcd. 

Their gods were tl\e foiu* winds, whom they 
worfhippai, as the Ipirits that pervade and enliven 
the uruverfc, and as thofe fronl whom alone all /*«- 
fpiration can prciqperly be fliid to proceed. Howe- 
ver, the chief of thcfe, to whom they performed 
the adoration of latria ♦, was the almighty North ; 
an ancient deity, whom the inhabitants of Megalo- 
polis in Greece had likewife in the higheft reve* 
rcnce : Omnium deorum Boream maxime celebrant f • 
This god, though endued with ubiquity was yet 
fuppofed by the profounder -/EoUfts^i to poflefs one 
peculiar habitation, or (to fpeak in form) a coelum 

• Latria is tliat worfliip which is paid onlf to \!i|^S^^!gi!ODBft^»x«i% 
f Pan fan. |, S« 

VoL.L L ^W 
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empyraunty wherein he was more intimately prefent. 
This was fituated in a certain region, well known to 
the ancient Greeks, by them csdled S««]i«, or, the 
land ofdarknefs. And although many controverfies 
have arifen upon that matter ; yet fo much is undif* 
puted, that, from a region of the like denomination^ 
the moft refined -^olifts have borrowed their ori- 
ginal ; from whence, in every age, the zealous a- 
mong their prieflhood have brought over their 
choiceft infpiration ; fetching it, with their own 
hands, from the fountain-head, in certain bladders^ 
and difploding it among the feftaries in all nations; 
who did, and do, and ever will, daily gafp and 
pant after it. 

Now, their myfteries and rites were performed in 
this manner. It is well known among the learned, 
that the virtuofos of former ages had a contrivance 
for carrying and preferving winds in calks or bar- 
rels, which was of great aSiftance upon long fea- 
voyages ; and the lofs of fo ufeful an art at prcfent 
is very much to be lamented, although, I know not 
how, with great negligence omitted by PanciroUus *. 
It was an invention afcribed to jEoIus himfelf, from 
whom this feft is denominated ; and who, in ho- 
nour of their founder's memory, have to this day 
preferved great numbers of thofe barrets, whereof 
they fix one in each of their templcjs, tirft beating 
out the top. Into tliis barrel, upon folemn days, 
the prieft enters ; where, having before duly pre- 
pared himfdf, by the methods already dcfcribed, 
a fecret funnel is alfo conveyed from his pofteriors 
to the bottom of the barrel, which admits new 
fupplies of infpiration from a riortkern chink or 
cranny. Whereupon you behold him fwell imme- 
diately to the fliape and fize of his veJfeL In this 
pofture he difembogues whole tempefts upon bis 

• An auhor who wJt De orttlus ferdUU, Sec, of vts loft, and 
^p/" Mrts invcntet?, 

i»viitory, 
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auditory, as the fpirit from beneath gives him ut- 
terance ; which, iffuing ex adytis et fenetralibuSy is 
not performed without much pain and gripings. 
And the wud in breaking forth, deals with his face 
as it does with that of the fea ; firft blackening, then 
lurinkling, and at laft burjiing it into a foam f . It is 
in thb guife the facred iEolift delivers his oracular 
belches to his panting difciples ; of whom fome are 
greedily gaping after the fanftified breath ? others 
are all the while hymning out the praifcs of the 
'Winds ; and, gently wafted to and fro by their own 
humming, do thus reprefent the foft breezes of 
their deities appeafed. 

It is from this cuftom of the pricfts, that fome 
authors maintain thefe jEoIifts to have been very 
ancient in the world ; becaufe the delivery of their 
myfteries, which I have juft now mentioned, appears* 
exa^ly the fame with that of other ancient oracles^ 
whofe xnfpirations were owing to certain fubtera-' 
neous effluviums of vjind^ delivered with the fame' 
pain to the prieft, and much about the fant§ 
influence on the people. It is true, indeed, that 
thefe were frequently managed and direfted hjfe^^ 
male officers, whofe organs were undcrftood to be 
better difpofed for the admiiSon of thofc oracular^ 
gujls, as entering and paffing up through a recepja- 
clc of greater capacity, and cauiing alfo a piairicncy • 
by the way, fuch' as, with due management, hath 
b^erf refined from carnal into a fpiritual ecflafy. 
And, to ftrengthen this profound conjcfture, it is 
farther infixed, that this cuftom of /^w^j/^.priefts* 
is kept up ftill in certain refinecl colleges of our v c 
dent ^^olifts, who are agreed to receive their infpi- 
ration, derived through tlic receptacle aforcfaid, 
like their anceftors, the Sibyls. 

+ This is an cxaft dcfcription of the changes made in the face by 
enthufiaflic preachers. 

• Quaken> who fufTcr their wctnen to ^TtzcVi iii^ v*i • 
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And whereas the mind of man, when he gives' 
the rpiir and bridle to his thoughts, doth never ftop, 
but naturally Tallies out into both extremes of high, 
and low, of good and evil ; his firft flight of fancy 
commonly tranfports him to ideas of what is moll 
perfe<fl, linifhed, and exalted ; till having foared out 
of his own reach and fight, not well perceiving how 
near the frontiers of height and depth border upon 
each other, witli the fame courfe and wing, he falls 
down plum into the loweft bottom of things ; like 
one who travels the eaft into the ludft ; or like a 
ilrait line drawn by its own length into a circle. 
Whether a tinfture of malice in our natures makes 
us fond of furniihing every bright idea with its rc- 
verfe ; or whether reafon, reflefting upon the ftim 
of things, can, like the fun, ferve only to enlight- 
en one hsdf of the globe, leaving the other halt by 
neceffity under ihade' and darknefs; or whether 
fency, flying up to the imagination of what is high- 
ett and beft, becomes over-{hort, and fpent, and 
weary, and (uddenly falls, like a dead bird of para- 
dife, to th« ground : or whether, after all thefe me- 
taphyjical conje£lures, I have not entirely milTed the 
true reafon ; the propofition, however, which hath 
flood me in io much circumftance, is altogether 
true. That, as the moft uncivilized parts of man- 
kind have fome way or other climbed up into the 
conception of a g&d^ or fupreme power, fo they 
have leldDin forgot to provide their fears wjth cer- 
tiin ghaftly notions, which, inftead of better, have 
ferved them pretty tolerably for a devil. And this 
proceeding feems to be natural enough : for it is 
with men, whofe imaginations are lifted up very 
high, after the fame rate as with thofe whofe bodies 
are fo ; that as they are delighted with the advan- 
tage of a nearer contemplation upwards, fo they are 
equally terrified with the difmal profpcft of the pre- 
cipice below. Thus, in the choice of a devil^ it 
hdch been the ufual method of mankind, to fingk 



Sea. 8. A TALE OF A TUB. 125 

out fome beingi cither in aA or in vifioni which 
was in moft antipathy to the god they had framed. 
Thus alfo the fe^t or iEolifts pofTeffi^d thcmfelves 
with a dread^ and horror^ and hatred of two ma- 
lignant natures, betwixt whom and the deities they 
adored, perpetual enmity was eftablifhed. The 
firft of thefe was the camelion ♦, fwom foe to infpi" 
ration J who, in fcom^ devoured large influences of 
their god, without refunding the fmalleft blail by 
eruSlation. The other was a huge terrible monfter, 
called M.ulin a vent, who, with four ftrong armS| 
waged eternal battle with all their divinities, dcx* 
trouily turning to avoid their blows, and repay 
them with intercfl:. 

Thus furnifhed, and fet out vrithgodsf as well as 
devils, was the rienowncd feft of iEolifts ; which 
makes at this day fo illuilrious a figure in th; worlds 
and whereof that polite nation of Laplanders are, 
beyond all doubt, a moft authentic branch : of 
whom I therefore cannot, without injufticc, here 
omit to make honourable mention ; fince they ap* 
pear to be fo clofely allied in point of intcrcft, as 
well as inclinations, with their brother JEolifts a- 
mone us, as not only to buy their winds by whole- 
fak M-om the fume merchants, but alfo to retail them 
after the fame rate and method, and to cuftomers 
much alike. 

Now, whether the fyftem here delivered was 
wholly compiled by Jack ; or, as fome writers be- 
lieve, rather copied from the original at Delphos, 
"with certain additions and emendations fuited to the 
times and circumftances ; I (hall not abfolute^ de- 
termine. This I may aflBrm, that Jack gave it, at 
leaft, a new turn, and formed it into the fame direfs 
and moder as it lies deduced by me. 

* I do not well imderffind what the author aimi at b^re, any 
more than by the tfiirible roonfter mentioned in the following linca, 
called AMb i vetUp wbkh ii tbt French JHune foe ^ ^mVodAgbi^* 
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I fiave long fought after this opportunity of do- 
ing juftice to a focicty of men, for whom I have a 
pecuUai* honour ; and whofe opinions, as well as 
praftices, have been extremely mifreprcfented and 
traduced by the malice or ignorance of their adver- 
faries. For I thmk it one of the greateft and beft 
of human actions, to remove prejudices, and place 
things in their trueft and faireft light ; which I 
therefore boldly undertake, without any regards of ! 
my own, beiide the confcience, the honour, and 
the thanks. 

SECT. IK. 

A digreJJiGn concerning the original^ the ufe^ and im^ 
pntvemtnt ofmadnefs in a commonwealth, 

"VrOR fhall it any wife detraft from the juft repu- 
^^ tation of this famous fe61:, that its rife and in- 
ftitution are owing to fuch an author as I have de* 
fcribed Jack to be ; a perfon whofe intelle^hials 
were overturned, and his brain fhaken out of its 
natural pofition ; which w^e commonly fuppoie to 
be a (Mftemper, and call by th6 name of madnefsy or 
fh^enzy^ For if we take a furyey of the greated 
fiftions that have been performed m the world un- 
der the influence of fingle men \ which are, ** the 
** eftabliihment of new empires by conqueft ; the 
•* advance and progrefs of new fchexnes in philo- 
, •* fophy; and the conti*iving, as well.ais the propa- 
" gating of new religions;" we fhall find the au- 
thors of them all xo have been perfons, whofe na- 
tural reafon had admitted great revolutions from 
their diet, their education, the prevalency of fomc 
certain temper, together vrith the particular influ* 

ence 
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ence of air and climate. Befides, there is fome- 
thing individual in human minds, that eajGly kindles 
at the accidental approach and collifion of certain 
circumftances, which, though of paltry and mean 
appearance, do often flame out into the greateft e- 
raergencies of life. For great turns are not always 
given by ftrong hands, but by lucky adaption, and 
at proper feafons. And it is of no import, where 
the fire was kindled, if the vapour has once got up 
into the brain. For the upper region of man i$ 
furnifhed like the middle region of the air ; the ma- 
terials are formed from caufes of the wildeft difter- 
ence, yet produce at laft the fame fubflance and 
eftcdl. Mills arife from the earth, fteams from 
dunghills, exhalations from the Tea, and fmoke 
from fire ; yet all clouds are the fame in compofi- 
tion, as well as confequences ; and the fumes iflu- 
ing from a Jakes will fumifli as comely and ufefiil a 
vapour, as incenfe from an altar. Thus far, I 
fuppofe, will eaiily be granted me j and then it will 
follow, that as the face of nature never produces 
rain, but when it is overcaft and difturbed ; fo hu- 
man underftanding, feated in the brain, muft be 
troubled and overfpread by vapours, afcending 
from the lower faculties to water the invention^ 
and render it fruitful. Now, although thefe va- 
pours (as it hath been already (aid) are of as variou5 
orignal, as thofe of the Ikies ; yet the crops they 
produce, differ both in kind and degree, merelji^ 
according to the foil, I will produce two inftances 
to prove and explain what I am now advancing* 
. . A certain great prince railed a mighty army, £!!• 
ed his coffers with infinite treafures, provided an 
invincible fleet; and all this, without giving the 
leafl part of his defign to. his greateft minifters ov 
his neareft favourites ♦. Immediately the whole, 
v^rld was alarmed ; the neighbouring crowns in 

f TbbvwJ^burnribe Great 9lTi«K«» 
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trembling cxpeftations, towards what point the 
ftonn would burfl ; the fmall politicians every where 
forming profound conjeftures. Some believed, he 
had laid a fchcme for univerfal monarchy ; others, 
after much infight, determined the matter to be a 
projeft for pulling down the Pope^ and fetting up 
the Reformed religion, which had once been his 
own. Some again, of a deeper fagacity, fent him 
into Afia, to fubdue the Turk, and recover Pale- 
ftine. In the midft of all thefe projefts and prepa- 
rations, ^LCtttXixxfiate-furgeon^^ gathering the na- 
ture of the difeafe by thefe fymptoms, attempted 
the cure ; at one blow performed the operation, 
broke the bag, and out flew the vapour. Nor did 
any thing want to render it a complete remedy, on- 
ly that the prince unfortunately happened to die in 
the performance. Now, is the reader exceeding 
curious to learn, from whence this vapour took its 
rife, which had fo long fet the nations at a gaze ! 
what fecret wheel, what hidden fpring could put 
into motion fo wonderful an engine ? It was after- 
wards difcovered, that the movement of this whole 
machine had been directed by an abfent female, 
whofe eyes had raifed a protuberancy, and, before 
emiffion, (he was removed into an enemy's coun- 
try. What fhould an unhappy prince do in fuch 
fickliih circumftances as thefe i He tried, in vain, 
the poet's never-failing receipt of corpora fu^qne: 
for, 

Jdque petit corpus mens, mrde eft faucia amores 
' UttdeferituTr ^ iendit, geftitfue coire. Lucr. 

Having to no pmpole uied all peaceaUe endet- 
irours, the cpUeAed part of thefetntn, railed and 
inflamed, became adnft, converted to chokr, turn- 
ed head upon the fpinal duA, and alcended to the 

f Haviiiac, who ftabM Hcnrf tU Oieal btMi tomk, 

brain. 
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brain. The very fame principle that influences a 
btdly to break the windows of a whore who has 
jilted him, naturally ftirs up a great prince to raifc 
mighty armies, and dream of nothing but lieges, 
battles, and viflories. 

— Cunnus, teterrimi bM 
Caufa — T- 

The other inftance is, what I have read fome- 
where in a very ancient author of a mighty king *, 
who, for the fpace of above thirty years, amufed 
himfelf to take and lofe towns ; beat armies, and 
be beaten \ drive princes out of their dominions ; 
fright children from their bread and butter; bura« 
lay wafte, plunder, dragoon, maflacre fubjeA and 
ftranger, friend and foe, male and female. It it 
recorded, that the philofophers of each countnf 
were in grave difpute upcm caufes natural, moral, . 
and political, to find out where they ihouid aflign 
an original folution of this phawmn on. At laft 
the vapour or fpirit which animated the hero's 
brain, being in perpetual circulation, feized upon 
that region of the human body, fo renowned for 
fomiOiing the z'lbeta occidentalis f , and gathering 
there into a tumour,* left the reft of the world for , 
that time in peace. Of fuch mighty confequencc 
it is, where thofe exhalations fix ; and of fo litde, 
from whence they proceed. The fame fpirits, • 
which, in their fuperior progrefs, would conquer 
a kingdom, defcending upon the anus^ coilclude ia - 
zjifiiila 

Let us next examine the great introducers of. 

* Tbi9 ii meant of the prefent French King, Lewis XIV. 

\ Paricelfus, who w«s it famoas /or cbymiAry, tried an expert- 
ment upon bunrtan excrement, to make a perfume of it } which when 
he had brought to perfeAion, be called tsibeta occiJinfaHs, or wtfitrw 
civef, the back parts of maa (according to bis divlfion mcnuoacd ^1 
the author, p. iio.] being the weft. 
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new fchemes in philofophy, and fearch till wc can 
find. from what faculty of the foul the difpofition a- 
rifes in mortal man, of taking it into his head to 
advance new fyftems, with fuch an eager zeal, in 
things agreed on all hands impoiEblc to be known; 
from what feeds this difpofition fprings, and to 
what quality of human nature thefe grand innova- 
tors have been indebted for their number of difci- 
ples : becaufe it is plain, that feveral of the chief 
among them, both ancient and modern^ were ufually 
miftaken by their adverfaries, and indeed by all, 
except their own followers, to have been perfons 
crazed, or out of their wits ; having generally pro- 
ceeded, in the common courfe of their words and 
afVions, by a method very different from the vul- 
gar diftates of unrefined reafon ; agreeing, for the 
moft part, in their feveral models, with their pre- 
fent undoubted fucceffors in the ncadtmy of modern 
bedlam ; (whofe merits and principles I fhall farther 
examine in due place). Of this kind were Epicu- 
rus, Diogenes, ApoUonius, Lucretius, Paracelfus,^ 
Des Cartes, and others ; who, if they were now in 
the world, tied fail, and feparate from their fol- 
lowers, would, in this our undiftinguifliing age, in- 
cur manifeft danger of pkUbotomy^ and whips^ and 
cbainSy and dirk chambers^ and flraw. For what 
man, in the natural ftate or courfe of thinking, did 
ever conceive it in his power to reduce the notions 
of all mankind cxaftly to the fame length, and 
breadth, and height of his own ? Yet this is thj 
iirft humble and civil defign of all innovators in the 
empire of reafon. Epicurus modeftly hoped, that, 
one time or other, a certain fortuitous concourfe ef 
all mens opinions, after perpetual juftlings, the 
fharp with the fmooth, the light and the heavy, the 
round and the fquare, would, by certain clinamina^ 
unite in the notions of atoms and void^ as thefe did 
in the originals of all things. Cartelius reckoned 
to fcej bciorc he died, tile fetixiraents of all philo- 
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fophers, like fo many lefler ftars in his romantic fyf- 
tem, wrapped and drawn within his own vortex. 
.Now, I would gladly be informed, how it is pofli- 
ble to account for fuch imaginations as thefe in 
particular men, without recourfe to my phanomenon 
of vapoursy afcending from the lower faculties to 
overfhadow the brain, and there diftilling into con- 
ceptions, for which tlie narrownefs of our mother- 
tongue has not yet ailigned any other name befides 
that oimadnefiy or phrenzy. Let us therefore no\^ 
conjedhire, how it comes to pafs, that none of 
thefe great prefcribers do ever fail providing them- 
felves and their notions with a number of implicit 
difciples. And, I think, the reafon is cafy to be 
afSgned : for there is a peculiar firing in the har- 
mony of human underftanding, which, in fevcral 
individuals, is exaAly of the fame tuning. This if 
you can dexteroufly fcrew up to its right key, and 
then ftrike gently upon it ; whenever you have the 
good fortune to light among thofe of the fame 
pitch, they will, by a fecret neceflary fympathy, 
ilrike exa^y at the fame time. And in this one 
circumftance lies all the Ikill or luck of the matter • 
for if you chance to jar the firing among thofe 
.who arc either above or below your own height ; 
infi^ead of fubfcribing to your doftrinc, they will 
tie you faft, call you mad, and feed you with bread 
^nd water. It is therefore a point of the niceft 
condud:, to diftinguifli and adapt this noble talent 
with refpejSt to the differences of perfons and of 
times. Cicero underfiood this very well, when 
writing to ^ friend in England, with a caution, a* 
mong other matters, to beware of being cheated by 
pur hacknej^coachmen^ (who, it feems, in thofe days^ 
^ere a^ arrant rafcals as they ate mw)^ has thefe 
remarkable words : ^ft qvod gaudeas te in ijta loca 
veniffcj ubialiquidfapere viderere*. For, toipcak 

•• ^fift. .Id Fuq. TrebttioE, 
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a bold truth, it is a fiatal mifcarriage, fb ill to order 
affairs, as to pafs for a fool inr one company, when 
in another you might be treated as a philofophcr. 
Which I dQ^iTcfome certain gentlemen ofimacquain" 
tana to lay up m their hearts as a very Kafonable 
imiuendo. 

This, indeed, was the fatal miftake of that wor- 
thy gentleman, my moft ingenious friend, Mr. 
Wotton; a perfon, in appearance, ordamcd for 
great defigns, as well as performances. Whether 
you will confider his notions or his looks j furely no 
man ever advanced into the public with fitter quati* 
fications of body and mind, for the propagation of 
a new religion. Oh, had thofe happy talents, mif- 
applied to vain philofophy, been turned into their 
proper channels of dreams and vijionsy where dif- 
tortion of mind and countenance are of fuch fove- 
reign ufe ; the bafe detrafting world would not 
then have dared ta report, that fomcthing b amifs, 
that his brain hath undergone an unlucky fliake ; 
which even his brother ntodernrfts themfelvts, like 
ungrates, do whifper fo loud, that it reaches up to 
the very garret I am now writing in. 

Lafth^, Whofoever pleafes to look into the foun- 
tains of enthuji^jm^ from whence, in all ages, have 
eternally proceeded fuch fattening dreams, will find 
the fpring-head to have been as noubkd and mud/f 
as the current. Of fuch great emolument is a tine* 
ture of this vapour ^ which the world calls madnefs^ 
that, without its help, the world would not only 
be deprived of thofetwo great bleffings, conqve/is 
and fyftems, but evrn all mankind would nnhapfnlj 
be reduced to the fame belief in things invUible. 
Now, the former pofiulatum being held, that it is 
of no import from what originals this vapour pro- 
ceeds, but either in what angles it ftrBccs,. and 
fpreads over the underftanding, or upon what Jjpi' 
des of brain it afcends ; it will be a very delioite 
pointy to cut the feaditr, «nd divide the' fercral 
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reafons to a nice and curious reader, how this nu-» 
na^ical difterence in the brain can produce effedls 
of fo vaft a difterence from the fame vapoury as to 
be the fole point of individation between Alexander 
the Greats Jack of Leyden, and Monfieur des Cartes. 
The prefent argument is the moft abftrafted that e- 
ver I engaged in ; it ftrains my faculties to their 
higheft ftretch ; and I defire the reader to attend 
with the utmoft perpenlity ; for I now proceed 
to unravel this knotty point. 

There is in mankind a certain f ♦ # # » 

###*#**#**#*♦«* 

«♦«***#**-*# 

Hicmulta ************ 
deftderantur. ♦#*######## 
# # • « ^j^j t]jis I ^ake to be a clear folution 
of the matter* 

Having therefore fo narrowly paffed through this 
intricate difficulty, the reader will, I am fure, a- 
grce with me in the conclufion, that, if the moderns 
mean by madnefs only a difturbance or tranfpofition 
of the brainf oy force of certain vapours ifluing up 
from the lower facidties, then has this madnefs been 
the parent of all thofe mighty revolutions that have 
happened in empire^ in philofophy^ and in religion^ 
For the brain, in its natural pofition and ftate of 
ferenity, difpofeth its owner to pafs his life in the 
common forms, without any thoughts of fubduing 
multitudes to his own power, his reafons, or his vi- 
Jions ; and tlie more he fliapes his underftanding by 
the pattern of human learning, the lefs he is in- • 
clioed to form parties after hi« particular notions ; 
becaufe that.inftrudls him in his private. infirmities, 
as well as in the ftubborn ignorance of the people. 
But when a man's fancy gets aflride on his reafon ; 

f Here is another dcfcA in the maonfcript ; but I think the au- 
thor did wifely, and that the fioitter, which thus flrained b's facol- 
lies, was not worth a* folution ) and it were well if «ll mt;U^\v>^%tf:.A 
cobweb probleiBs were Ao otheiwiie anlyvexci. 

Vol. I M "^^^^J** 
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when imagination is at cufts with the fcnfes ; and 
common nnderftanding, as well as common fenfe, 
is kicked out of doors ; the firft profelytehe makes 
is himfelf ; and when that is once compaffed, the 
diffictilty is not fo great in bringing over others ; a 
ftrong delufion always operating from wsthuty as 
Vigoroufly as from ivithin. For cant and vifion 
are to the ear and the eye the fame that tick- 
ling is to the toxich. Thofc entertainments and 
pleafures we moil value in life, are fuch as dupe and 
play the wag with the fenfes. For if we take an 
examination of what is generally underftood by 
happincfsj as it has refpcft either to the underftand- 
ing or the fenfes, we fhall find all its properties and 
adjunfts ivill herd: under this fhort definition. That 
it is a perpetual pojftjjion of being ivell deceived. And 
firft, with relation to the mind or underftanding, 
it is manifeft, what ^mighty advantages fiction has 
over truth : And the reafon is juft at our elbow ; 
becaufe imagination can build nobler fcehes, and 
produce more wonderful revolutions, than fortune 
or nature will be at expence to furriWh. Nor is 
mankind fo much to blame in his choice thus de- 
termining him, if we confider that the debate mere- 
ly lies bctweeen things pajiy and things conceived. 
And fo the queftion is only this : Whether ' things 
that have place in riie imaginationy may not as pro- 
perly be faid to exifty as thofe that are feated in the 
inemory ? Which may be juftly held in the afiSbrma- 
tive ; and very much to the advantage of the for- 
mer ; fince this is acknowledged to be the wvmb of 
things, and the other allowed to be no more than 
than the grave. Again, if we take this definition 
of happinefs, • and examine it widi reference to the 
fenfes, it will be acknowledged Avonderfully adapt. 
How fading and infipid do all objefts accoft us that 
are not conveyed in the vehicle of delufion ! How 
Arunk is every thing, as it appears in the glafs of 
Lflature / fo that if it 'were tvot for the affiftance of 

^- * . 'MI^S&.Vll 
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artificial mediums^ falfe lights, refraAed angles, var- 
niih and tinfel, there would be a mighty level in 
the felicity and enjoyments of mortal men. If this 
were ferioully confidered by the world, as I 
have a certain, reafon to fufpedt it hardly will, , 
men would jkio longer reckon among their high 
points of wifdom, the art of expofing weak 
fidesj and publifhing infirmities.: An employ <- 
ment^ in my opinion, neither better nor woric 
than that of unmafiing ; which, I think, has never 
been allowed fair ufage,. either in the worUy or the 

In the proportion that credidity is a more peace- 
ful pofieffion of the mind, than curiofity, lb far 
preferable is that wifdom which convcrles about 
the i'urface, to that pretended philofophy which en- 
ters into the depth of things, and then comes grave* 
ly back with informations and difcoveries, that in 
die infide they are good for ng^pg. The. two 
fenfes to which* all dbjeAs firft addreis themfelves, 
are the fight and the touch. Thefe never examine 
fatther than the colour, the fliape, the fize, and 
whatever other qualities dweU, or are drawn by art 
upon the outward of bodies ; and thea comes rca* 
fon officioufly with tools for cutting, and opening, 
and mangling, and piercing, offering to demons 
ftrate, that they are not of the fame confiftence 
quite through. Now, I take all this to be the lafi: 
degree of perverting nature ; one of whofc eternal 
laws it is, to put her beft furniture forward. And 
therefore, in order to fave the charges of all fucK 
expenfive anatomy for the time to come, I do here 
think fit to inform the reader, that in fuch con*- 
dufions as thefe, reafon is certainly in the right ; 
and that in mofl corporeal beings which have fallen 
under my cognifance, the ouf/uie hath been infinite- 
ly preferable to the in. Whereof I have been far- 
ther convinced from fome late experiments. Laft 
week I faw a woman flayed^ and ^o\x V^ Vjcj^^ 
M 2 \i^\.^'^^ 
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believe how much it altered her peribn fof the 
worfe. Yefterday I ordered the carcafe erf a ieau 
to be ftripped in my prefence ; when we weve afi a« 
mazed to find fo many unfufpeded fauks under 

' one fuit of cloaths. Then I laid'open his briUffy 
his hearty J and his fpleen. But I ]dain]y perceived 
at every operation, that the farther we proceeded^ 
we found the defeAs increafe vtpon Us in iiuiiA<^ 
and bulk. From aH which I jtrfily formed thb con- 
dufibn to xnyfelf, that whacefver phik^opher or 
projeAor can find out an art to feld«r aami pa«ch up 
the flaws and imperfeftions of nature^ will deferve 
much better of mankind^ and teach us a more ufe- 
ful fcience, than diat fo much in prefent efieem^ 
of widening and expofing them^ like him who held 
anatmny to be the ultimate end oiphyjic. And he 
whofe fortunes and difpofitions have placed him m 
a convenient ftation to enjoy the fruits of this noble 
art ; he that can, with Epicurus, content his ideas 
with ihtJUms and images ^ that fly off upon his^ 
fenfes from the fuptrfieies of things ; fiich a man, 
truly wife, creams off nature, leaving the four aiid 
the dregs for phiiofophy and reafon to kp up. 
^Riis is the fiiblime and refined point of felicity, csd- 
led the foffejfum of being well deceived'^ the lerene 
peaceful ftate of being a fool among knaves^ 

But to return to madnefs : It is certain, that ac- 
cording to the lyftem I have above deduced, every 
Jpecies thereof proceeds from a redundancy of va- 
fours ; therefore, as fome kinds of phrenzy give 
double flrength to the finews, fb there are of other 
fpecfesy which add vigour, and life, and fpirit to 
die brain. Now, it ufually happens, that thefc 
adive Ipirits, getting pofliffion of the brain, re- 
iemble thofe that haunt other wafte and empty 
dwellings, which, for want of bufinefs, either va- 
nifh, and carry away a piece of the houfe, or clfe 
flay at home, and fling it all out of the windows. 

^Cf wiiich are myftically dlfiplayed the two principal 
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branches of madnefi , and which ibme philofophers^ 
not confidering fb w«li as I, have miftaken to be 
dLBTerent in chw caufcs ; over-hafttty affigning the 
firft to deficiency, and the other to redundance. 

I think it therefore- mani£efty from what I have 
. here advanced, that the main point of ikill and ad- 
drefs is, to fumiih employment for this rcdun-r 
dancy of wipmr^ and pmdendy to adjuft the feafon 
of it ; by which means it may certainly become of 
cardinal and catholic emolument in a common- - 
wealth. Thus one man, chniing a proper jtmfturc, 
leaps into a gulf, from thence proceeds a hero, and 
is called the faver of his country: Another 
atchieves the fameenterprize ; but, unluckily timing 
it, has left the brand ot madnefi fixed as a reproach 
Upon his memory. Upon fo nice a diftinAion are 
we taught to repeat the name of Curtius with reve- 
rence aikl love ; that of EmpedocUs with hatred 
and contempt « Thus alfo it is ufualiy conceived, 
that the elder Brutus only perfonated the fo^l and 
madman for the good of the public. But this was 
nothing elfe than a redundancy of the fame vapour 
long mifappled, called by the Latins^ ingenium par 
negatiis * ; or, to tranflate it as nearly as I can, a- 
fort oiphrmzyt never in its right element, till you 
take it up in the bufinefr of the ftate. 

Upon all which, and many other reafbns of e- 
qual weight, though not equally curious, I do here, 
gladly einbrace sin opportunity I have long fought 
for, of recdmmeading it as a very noble undertak* 
ing to Sir Edward Sejvnottr, Sir Chriftopher Muf- 
grave, £Sr John Bawb, John How, Efq; and other* 
patriots concerned^ that thejt would move for leave- 
to bring in a biU for appointing commiilioners 
to infpeA into Bedlam, and the parts adjacent; 
who fhaU be impowered tofenifirpcrfons^ papers r 
and rcmds ; to cxaauae into the merits and qualifi- 

♦ Tidt; 
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cations of every ftudent and profe0br; to obfenre. 
with the utfnbft exafhiefs, their feverajl difpoiidons 
and behaviour ; by which means, duly diftinguiihing- 
and adapting their talents, thcyxnight produce ad-, 
mirable inftrumdnts for the feveral offices in a 
ftate, -j- * * * * civil and military ; proceeding in 
fuch methods as I iliall here humbly propofe. And 
I hope the gentle reader will give fome aUowance to 
my great folicitudes in this important affair, upon 
account of the high efteem I have borne that ho- 
nourable fociety, whereof I had fome time the hap- 
pinefs to be an unworthy number. 

Is any ftudent tearing his ftraw in piece-meal, 
fwcaring and blafpheming, biting his grate, foam- 
ing at the mouth, and emptying his pifs-pot in the 
fpeftators faces? Let the Right Worihipful the 
Conimijftoner of InfpeSlion give him a regiment of 
dragoons, and fend him into Flanders among the 
reft. Is another eternally talking, fputtering, gap- 
ing, bawling, in a foimd without period or article ? 
what wonderful talents are here miflaid ! let him be 
furnifhed immediately with a green bag and papers, 
and thr£e pence * in his pocket, and away with him 
to Weftminfter-hall, You wBl find a third gprave- 
ly taking the dimenfions of his kennel ; a perfbn 
of forefight and inSght. though kept quite in the 
dark; -for why, like Mofes, ecce cornuta ^r at ejus 
fades %. He walks duly in one pace; ir^eats 
your penny with due gravity and ceremony ; 
talks much of hard times, and taxes, and the 
whore of Babylon ; bars up the wooden window of 
his cell conftantly at eight o'clock; dreams of /Er^ 
2jiAJbop'ltfter5y and coutt'cujlemerst and privileged 

f EceltfiaflicMl, 

• A lawyer's coach- hire, when four together, from toy of the 
inns of court to V^eftminfter. . 

% Ccrmittu is either honv^ or ihmiog.* and by this termMofea it 
^efcribed ia the mlgar Latin of the Bible, 

places^ 
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places. Now, what a figure would all thefe ac- 
quirements amount to^ if the owner were fent into 
the city among his brethren I Behold a fourth, in 
much and deep converfation with himfelf ; biting 
his thumbs at proper jun^res ; his countenance 
checkered with bufinefs and dciign; fometimes 
walking very faft, with his eyes nailed to a p^per 
tliat he holds in his hands ; a great faver of ume; 
fomewhat thick of hearing ; very ihort of fight, 
but more of memory ; a man ever in hofte ; a great 
hatcher and breeder of buiincfs, and excellent at the 
famous Jft-t of whijpering nothing ; a larj^e idolater 
of monoiyllables and procraftination ; fo ready to 
give his word to every body that he never keeps it , 
one that has forgot the common weaning o£ words, 
but an admirajsic retainer of the y^im^: extremely 
fubjeA to the kofenefs, for his occqfions are perpe- 
tually €dlling him aiuay. If you approach his grate 
in his familiar intervals, " Sir," favs he, " Give 
'' me a penny and Til fing you a iong; but give 
'* me the penny fir ft. (Hence comes the common 
ikying, and commoner prajtice^ of parting with 
money for a fong.) What a complete fyftem of 
ceurt-jbill is here defcribed in every branch of it, 
and all utterly loft with wrong application I Accoft 
the hok of another kennd, (firft ftopping your 
nofe,) you will behold a furly, gloomy, nafty, flo- 
venly mortal, raking in his own dung, and dabbling 
in his urine,. The beft part of his diet is the re- 
vcrfion of his own ordure ; which, expiring into 
fteams, whirls perpetually about, and at laft rein-- 
fun48. ■ : His complexion is of a dirty yellow, with a 
thin fcattered beard, exa£tiy agreeaUe to that of his 
diet upon its firft declination ; like other infe£b, 
who having their birth and education in an excre- 
ment, from thence borrow their colour and their 
ftnell. The ftudent of this apartment is very fjpar- 
ing of his words, but foniewhat over-liberal of his 
breath J he holds his hand out rc^i ^a tt.c^v^^ 
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your pemiT, and immediately upon receipt^ iriih^ 
draws to his former occupations. Now, is it not 
amajRing to think, the fociety of Warwick-lane 
fhould have no more concern for the recovery of 
ib ufefol a member, who, if one may judge from 
thefe appearances, would become d^e greateft or«* 
nament to that illuftrious body i Another fiudent 
flruts up fiercely to your teeth, puffing with his* 
lips, haff fqueezing out his eyes> and very graci-- 
ouily. holds you out his hand to kife. The keeper 
dcfires you not to be afraid of this profeflbr, for 
he will do you no hurt. To him alone ib allowed- 
the liberty of the anti-chamber; and the^r^/dr of 
the place gives you to underftand, that this folemn- 
perfon is a tailor run mad with pride. This confi-- 
derable ihident b adorned with many other quali-- 
ties, upon which at prefent I fliall not farther en-~ 
large*— —/^/jrimj'^wr ear *.— I am ftrangely 
miftaken, if all his addrefs, iiis motions, and his* 
airs, would not then be very natural, and in their 
proper elemient, 

I ihall not defcend fb minutely, as to infift upon< 
the vaft number of beaux^ fidlersy poets and politi-- 
cians^ that the world might recover by fuch a re^ 
formation. But what is morr material, befides die' 
clear g^n redounding to the commonwealth, by (o- 
large an acquifition of perfons to employ, whofe 
talents and acquirements, if I may be fo bold tO' 
affirm it, are now buried, or at leaft mifapplied } 
it would be a mighty advanuge accruing to the 
public from this inquiry, that all thefe would very 
much e^cel, and arrive at great perfe£Uon in their 
feveral kinds ; which, I think, is manifeft from 
what I have already fliewn, and (hall inforce by 
this one plain inftance, that even I myfelf, the au* 

^ I cannot conjedure vrhat the author msani here, or hovr 
Ihis chafm jcoii14 be fiUed^ Aho«gb itie capable of mote than one 

interpretation. 

Ik thor 
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tbor of thefe momentous tmthsy am a perfon, 
whoT^p imaginations are hard-mouthed, and ex* 
ceedingly difpofed to run away with his reafon^ 
which I have obferved, £com long experience, to 
be a very light rider^ and eaiily ihaken off*; upon 
which account, mv friends will never truft me a* 
lone, without a folenm promife to vent my fpecu- 
^lationa in this or the like manner, for the yximo> 
fal benefit of human kind ; which perhaps the 
gentle, courteous, and candid reader, briinfiii ok 
that modem charitv and tendernefs ufualiy annexed 
CO his office f will be very hardly perfuadSed to bor 
lieve. 

S E C T. X. 
A further digreffion ♦• 

TT is an unanlweraBle ar^ment of a very refined 
^ age, the wonderful civilities that have paficd o£ 
late years between the siation of author s^ and that 
of readers^ There can hardly pop out a plav^ a 
pamphlet 9 or a poem^ without a preface full qt ac*- 
knowledgement to the world, for the general ye- 
ception and applaufe they have given it; which the 
Lord knows where, or when, or how, or from 
whom it received f. In due deference to So lau* 
dable a cuftom, I do here return rnvhumblethaooka 
to his Majejlyy and both houfes 0/ parliament ; to 



* Thif feiltoa bar in focmer t^timif beea Intitled, A Wi 0/*^ 
Tub ; but the Tale not being continued till ie^on 1 1. and thii bcinf 
only a further digreffion, no apology can be thought neceiTary for ma^ 
kiflgthe title correfpond vtiA the contents. 

f Thh 18 literally true, if we OMy obferre in th*^v:«i^ft'»»^ 
plays^ poea»i»«r€* 
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the hrJs of the King's Moft Honourable Privy 
Council; to the Reverend the judges ; to the clergy^ . 
^nd gentry,' 2Lnd yeemnnry oi this land; but, in a 
more efpecial manner, . to my worthy brethren and 
friends at JVilts ccffeehmfe, and GreJham^coUegey and 
Warwitfh'lane, and Moorfields, and Scotland-yardy 
and Wcftminfter-hally and Guild-hall \ in fhort, to 
all inhabitants and* retainers whatfoever, either ia 
court, or churchy or camp, or city, or country^ 
dFor their generous and uaiverfel .acceptance of this 
divine treatife. I accept their appFobation and 
food opinion with extreme gratitude ; and, to the 
utmoft of my poor capacity, fhall take hold of all 
opportunities to return the obligation. 

I am alfo happy, that fate has-flujog me into fo 
blefled an age, for the mutual felicity of bcokfellers 
and authors, whom I may fafely aflSrm to be at this • 
day the two only fatisfied parties in England. Aik 
an author, how his laft piece has fucceeded: " Why,. 
** tnily, he thanks his ftars, the world has been- 
^' very favourable, and he has not the leaft reafon 
**• to complain. And yet, by G — , he writ it in 
" a week at bits and ftarts, when he could^fteaPim 
** hour from his urgent affairs ;" asit is a hundred 
to one, you may fee fardier In the preface, to 
which he refers you; and for the reft, to die 
tookfeller. There you go as a cuftomer, and make 
the ftme queftion : *** He bleffeshis God the thing 
*' takes wonderfully; he is'juft printing th« fccond 
*^ edition, andhas but three left in his fliop." Yon 
belit down the price : " Sir, we (hall aot differ;" 
arid, in hopes of your cuftom another dme, lets 
you have it as reafonable as you pleafc ; ** and, 
** pray fend as many of your acquaintance as you 
^^ will, I fliall upon your account furnifhthem all 
*^ at the fame rate." 

N6w, it is not well enough confidered'to what 
accidents and.occafions the world is indebted for 
the £^eateft part of thofc noble writings which 

Vkourlf 
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hourly ftart up to entertain it. If it were not for 
a •* rainy day, a druidcen vigil, a fit of the fpleen, 
•* a coune of phyfic, a fleepy- Sunday, an HI run 
** at dice, a long tailor's bill, a beggar's purfe, a 
** faftious head, a hot fun, coftive diet, want of 
** books, and a juft contempt of learning ;" ibut 
for thefe events, I fay, and fome others, too long 
to recite, (efpecially a *' prudent negleft of taking 
** brimftone inwardly)/* I doubt, the number m 
authors J and of 'writings^ would dwindle away to 
a degree moft woful to behold. To confirm this 
opinion, hear the words of -a famous Troglodyte 
philofopher. ** It is certain," faid he, " fome 
** grains of folly are of courfe annexed as part of 
*' the cOmpofitions of human nature: only the 
" choice is left us, whether we pleafe to wear them 
*^ inlaid or imhoJfed\ and we need not go very^far 
** to feek how that is ufually determined, when we 
*• remember, it is with human faculties as with 11- 
" quors, the lighteft will be ever at the top." 

There is in this famous ifland of Britain, a cer- 
tain paultry ^r/W(?r, very voluminous, whofe cha- 
rafter the reader cannot wholly be a ftranger to. 
He deals in a pernicious kind of writings, called 
fecond parts i and ufually pafles under tlie name of 
the author^/ thefirjl^ I eafily forefee, that as foon 
as I lay down niy pen, this nimble operator will have 
fiiolen it, and treat me a^ inhumanly as he hath al- 
ready done Dr. Blackmore, L'Eflrange, and many 
others, who fhall here be namele6. I therefore 
fly for juftice and relief, into the hands of that 
great re6lifier of f addles ^^ ztid lever of mankind, Dr. 
Bentley, beggmg he will tdkt this enormous grie- 
vance into his moft modem -corriideration : and if it 
fliould fo happen, that the furniture of an a/s, in 
the ihape of zfecondpart, muft for my fins be clap- 



- ♦ Alluding to the trite phnfc, « Place the TaAllc on Uic tl^\ 
'* horfe." . 



^^ 
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ped by a miftake upon my back ; that he will Ini* 
mediately pleafe, in the presence of the world, to 
lighten me of the burdeni and take it home to his 
0vn b9ufe^ till the true beafi thinks fit to call for it. 

la the mean time, I do here give this public no* 
tice, that my refolutions are to circumfcribe within 
this difcourle the whole ftock of matter I have been 
fo many years providing. Since my vein is once 
opened, I am content to exhauft it all at a running, 
for the peculiar advantage of my dear country, Ind 
for the univerfal benefit of mankind. Therefore 
hofpitably confidering the number of my guefts, 
they fliall have my whole entertainment at a meal; 
and I fcorn to fet up the leavings in the cupboard. 
What the guejis cannot eat, may be given to the 
foor ; and the dogs under the table may gnaw the 
bones \, This I underftand for a more generous 
proceeding, than to turn the company's ftomach, 
by inviting them again to-morrow to a fcurvy meal 
oifaraps. 

If the reader fairly confiders the ftrength of what 
I have advanced in the foregoing feftion, I am con- 
vinced it will produce a wonderftil revolution in his 
notions and opinions ; and he will be abundandy 
better prepared to receive and to relifh the conclu- 
ding part of this miraculous treatiie. Readers may 
be divided into three clafles ; xhtfuperficial^ the ig- 
norant ^ and the learned i and I have with much fe- 
licity fitted my pen to th6 genius and advantage of 
each. The fiiperficial reader will be ftrangely pro- 
voked to laughter ; which clears the breaft and thif 
lungs, is fovereign againft the fpleen, and the moft 
innocent of M diuretics. The ignorant rz2Aet^ be- 
tween whom and the former the diflinftion is ex- 
tremely nice, will find himfelf difpofed to Jhre\ 
which is an admu-able remedy for ill eyes, fcrvci 

f y^yJvgi the author muns common inju4iciotis crittcsi tt Iw et* 

phlns it himfelf before, la his di^refiioa upon critics, p. 8:ia 
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to raHe and enliven the fpii-its, and wonderfully 
helps per/pirntion. But the reader truly /earned^ 
chiefly for whofe benefit I wake when others fleep, 
and fleep when others wake, will here find fiifficient 
matter to employ his fpeculations for the reft of hifr 
life. It were much to be wifhed, and I do here 
humbly propofc for an C3cperiment, that every 
prince in Chriftendom will tsLt feven of the deepffi 
fcholars in his dominions, and fliut them up clofc 
{oT feven years, m feven chambers, with a command 
to WYittJeven ample commentaries on this compre^ 
henfive difcourfc. I fhall venture to afiirm, that 
whatever difference may be found in their fevcral 
conjeftures, they will be all, without the Icaft dif- 
tortion, manifdUy deducible from the text. Mean 
time, it is my earneft requeft, that fo ufeful an un- 
dertaking may be entered ujpon, if their Majeftiei 
pleaie, with all convenient fpeed ; becaufe I have a 
ftrong inclination, before I leave the world, to taftc 
a bleiling, which we rnyjlerious writers can feldom 
reach, till wc have gotten into our graves, whether 
it is, that Fame^ being a fruit graffed on the body, 
can hardly grow, and much leis ripen, till xhejiock 
is in the earth ; or whether fhe be a bird of prey, 
and is lured among the relt to purfuc after the 
fcent of a carcafe ; or whether fhe conceives her 
trumpet founds beft and fiartheft, when fhe flands 
on a tomb, by the advantage of a rifing ground^ 
and the echo of a hollow vault. 

It IS true, indeed, the republic of dark authors, 
after they once found out this excellent expedient 
of dyingy have been peculiarly happy in the varie- 
ty, as well as extent of their reputation. For, 
Night being the univerfal mother of things, wife 
philofophers hold all writings to he fruitful in the 
proportion they are dark ; and therefore the trus 
illuminated^ (that is to fay, the darkefi of all) have 

Vol. I. * N ^ks«x 

♦ A nam? of the B orycnciais, — TW^t >Kt:te'«*Tv^^^^ ^^';»^ 
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met with fuch numberlefs commentators, whofe 
fcbohjiic midwifery hath delivered them of mean- 
ings that the authors themfelves perhaps never 
conceived, and yet may very juftly be allowed 
the lawful parents of them ; the words of fuch wri- 
ters being like feed, which, however fcattered at 
random, when they light upon a fruitful ground, 
will multiply far beyond either the hopes or ima- 
gination of thefower *. 

And therefore, in order to promote fo ufefiil a 
work, I will here take leave to glance a few innu" 
endo's^ that may be of great affiftance to thofe fub- 
lime fpirits, who ihall be appointed to labour in a 
univenal comment upon this wonderful difcourfe. 
And, firft, I have couched a very profound myftc- 
ry in the number of O's multiplied by fipefij and 
divided by nine f. Alfo, if a devout brother of 
the Rofy Crofs will pray fervendy for fixty-three 
lAornings, with a lively faith, and then tranfpofe 
certain lettei^ and fyllables according to prefcrip- 
tion, in the fecond and fifth feftion ; fliey will cer- 
tainly reveal into a full recept of the opus magnum* 
Laftly, whoever will be at the pains to calculate 
the whole number of ?ach letter in this treatifc, 
and fum up the difference exaftly between the fcve- 
ral numbers, afligning the true natural caufe for" 
every fuch difference ; the difcoveries in the pro- 
duft will plentifully re%vard his labour. But then 
he muft beware of by thus and Jige X^ and be furc 

• not 

jnids, who, la fearch after ffce great fecret, |]ad invented a^means al- 
together proportioned to their end. It was a kind of theological pbi« 
lof^phv, madeurp ofalmoft equal mixtures of'Pjgan'PlatoQifiiiy Chri- 
fban Quietffm, and the Jewifh Cabala. « Warburton on. the Rape 
«/ of the Lock/* 

* Nothing is more frequent, thaa for commentators to force in- 
terpretations which the author never meant. 

•\ This is what the Cabalifts among the Jews have done with the 
Bible, and pretend to find wonderful myderies by it. 
^»* J r was toH by aT\ em\net\t divine, whom I confjlted on this 
llPfOf^'thst thcic tw* baibwous vjot^s, v»\\.'tv. vVv^x. li^ ^^bawmtb^ and 
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not to forget the qualities of achamoth , a ct/Jtis ia^ 
crymis humeSia prodit fuhftantia^ a rifu lucida^ a tri" 
fiitia Jolida, et a timore mobilis ; wherein Eugenius 
Philalethes ** hath<ommitted an unpardonable mif- 
uke. 



£} 
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' Fter /b' wide a compafs as T hSavc wandered J X 
do now gladly overtake, and clofe in with my- 
ftbjeft ; and fhall henceforth hold on with it an 
even pace to the end of my journey, except fome 
beautifbl profpcft appears within light of my way : 
whereof though at prefent I have neither warning 
nor expectation, yet upon fuch an accident,, como 
when it will, I fhall beg my reader's favour anct 
company, allowing me to. conduct him through il^ 

xt« qualitiet, as here (tx down^ are quoted from Irenxut. This he 
iUcoTeredby fearchingthat ancient writer for another quotation oF 
ottr aa:hor \ which he has placed in the titk*page, and refers to the 
hook and chapter. The curious were very inquiutive, whether thofa 
barbarous words, iajyma cacahafa, Sec. are reaily in Ireuzus: and 
ipon enquiry, it was fcnnd they were a fort of cant or jargon of cer* 
tain her^csy and therefore very properly prefixed to f jcb a book, a'f 
thfs of oar author. 

• Fid, Anima magica ahfcondita. 

To the above mentioned treatife^ called ^thrtfofopl la Tbe^.magiea, 
there is another annexed, called Anima magna abfrondita^ written 
}>X the fame aiithor, Vaughan^ under the name of Eugenius ?hiklethii \ 
but in neither of tbofe treatifes is there any mention of acbamotb, of 
ki qoalitier: ib that this is nothing but amufement, and a ridicule of 
dark, unintelligible writers 3 only the words, atujus lacryffis, &c. are^ 
as we have (aid, tranfcribed from Jrenaus^ the ugh I know not from 
vvhat part. I believe one of the author*8 dcfigns was, to fet curious 
men a hunting through indexes, and enquiring for h<>oV&'^>A>iv'C««. 
common road. 
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along with myfelf. For in wri/ingy if if as in tra-^ 
veiling ; if a man is in hafte to be at home, (which 
I acknowledge to be none of my cafe, having never 
fo little bufinefs as when I am there), if his horfe be 
tired with long riding and ill ways, or be naturally 
a jade, I advife him clearly to make th^ ftraiteft 
and the commoneft road, be it ever fo diity. But 
then, furely, we muft own fuch a man to be a fcur- 
vy companion at beft : he fpatters himfelf and his 
fellow- travellers at every itcp; ail their thoughts, 
and wifhes, and converfation, turn entirely upon 
the fubjeft of their journey's end ;, and at every 
fplafh, and plunge, and (tumble, they heartily wilh 
one another at the devil. 

On the other fide, when a traveller and hb borfe 
are in heart and plight; when hi» purfe is full, 
and the day before him ; he takes the road only 
where it b clean and conveniem ; entertains h» 
company there as agreeaUy as he can : but, upon 
the firft occafion, carries them along with him to 
every delightful fcenc in view, whether of art, of 
:ftftture, or of both; and if they chance to refofe, 
pax of jftupidxty or wearinefs, let them jq|r oa by 
themfelves and be d— mn'd : he^ overtake them 
4t the next town ; at which arrivmg, h/e rides fii* 
rioufiy through. ; the men, women, and children 
run out to gaze ; a hundred noijy curs • nm bark^ 
ing after him ; of which if he honours the boldeft 
with a Iq/b rfhis whip, it is rather out of fport than 
fevenge : but fhould {omc four ^ mmgrii dare too 
near an approach, he receives 2. fahU on the chaps 
by an accidental ftroke from the courfer's heeh> 
(nor is any ground loft by the Wow)^ which £end» 
tiim yelping and limping home. 

I now proceed to lum up the iingular adventiites 
of my renowned Jack.; the ftate of whofe difpofi- 

* By xb€& are jDCut what the author calls, the True Ctkm 
p. 82. 

xsaos 
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tions and fbmincs the careful reader does, do 
doubty moft exactly remember, as I laft parted 
with them' in the concluiion o£ a former fe£tion. 
Therefore his next care niiift be, from two of the 
foregoing, to extra£l a fcheme of notions that may 
beil fit his underftanding for a true reli£h of what 
is to enfue. 

Jack had not only calculated the firft revolution 
of his brain fo prudently, as to give rife to that epi- 
demic feft of Moiijif, but fucceeding alfo into a new - 
and ftrange vai*iety of conceptions, the fruitfulnefs 
of his imagination led hun into certain notions, 
which, although in appearance veiypnaccountablc, 
were not without their myfteries and their mean- 
ingSy nor wanted followers to countenance and im- 
prove them. I fhall therefore be extremely careful 
and exaft in recoimting fuch material parages of 
this nature, as I have been able to coUeft, either 
from undoubted tradition, or indefatigable read- 
ing ; and {hall describe them as graphically as it is 
poffible, and as far as notions of that height and 
ktitude can be brought within thecompafs of a pen. 
Nor do I at all qi^eftion, but they will fumiih plen* 
*^ of noble matter for fuch, whofe converting ima- 
ginations dlTpofe them to reduce all things into 
^Tpcs ; who can mzke^ JbadowSy no thanks to the 
iun^ and then mould them into fubftancet, no 
dianks to philofophy ; whofe peculiar talent lies in 
fixing tropes and allegories to the letter ^ and refin- 
ing what is literal into figure and myftery.^ 

Jack had provided a fair copy of his lather's 
wUlj ingrofied in form upon a lai^e (kin of parch- 
ment ; and refolving to aft the part of a moft dutiful 
Ton, he became the fondeft creature of it imaginable. 
For although, as I have often told the reader, it 
confifted wholly in certain plain, eafy direftions a- ' - 
bout the management and wearing of their coatf , 
with legacies and penalties in cafe of obedience or 
negleft j yet he began to cuuixam ?l Iwxc^ ^ ^-^x.^^ 

7- JJ 2 \SN»5Xf5S: 
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matter was deeper and darker^ and therefore muft 
needs have a great deal more of myftery at the hot- 
ton), " Gentlemen, faid he, I will prove this veiy 
** ikin of parchment to be meat, drink, and cloth; 
** to be the philofpher's ftone, and the univerfal 
** medicine^," In confequence of which raptures, 
he refolved to make ufe of it in the moft nceflary, 
as well as the moft paultry occaiions of life. He 
had a way of working it into any ihape he pl^afed y 
fo that it fcrved him for a night-cap when he went 
to bed, and for an lUnbrella in rainy weather. He 
would lap a piece of it about a fore toe ; or when 
he had fits, burn two inches under his nofc ; or if 
any thing lay heavy on his ftomach, fcrape off, 
and fwallow as much of the powder as would lie on 
a filver penny : they were all infallible remedies. 
With analogy to thefe refinements, his common 
talk and converfation ran wholly in the phrafe of 
his will f ; . and he circumfcribed the utmoft of bis 
eloquence within that conipafs, not daring to let 
Hip a fyllable without authority from thence. Once, 
at a ftrange houfe, he was fuddenly taken fhort 
upon an urgent jun«Sbire, whereon it may not be al- 
lowed too particularly to dilate ; and being not able 
to call to mind, with that fuddenriefs the occaiion 
required, an authentic phrafe for demanding the 
way to the back-fide ; he chofe rather, as the moft' 
prudent courfe, to incur the penalty in fuch cafes 
ufually annexed. Neither was it pofiible for the 
united rhetoric of mankind to prevail with him to 
n>ake himfelf. clean again ; becaufe, having conlult- 
cd the will upon this emergency, he met with a paf- 

• The author here laftics thofe pretenders to pii'ity, who place fo 
Biuch merit in ufiag fcripture phrafe on all occafions. 

f 't\i^ Proteftaut diffeniers ufe fcripture phmfes in their ferioos dtf- 
tourfss and coropofitres, more than the Church of -England men, Ac-- 
cordingJy yaek is introduced, making his common talk and con?crf»- 
tioQ to run whdly b the phrafe t f hit WILL. M^. WtiUm. 

(age 
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fage near the bottom (whether foifted in by the 
ti-anfcriber, is not known) wkich feemed to for- 
bid it*. 

He made it a part of his religion, never to fay 
grace to his meat f ; nor could all the world per- 
fuade him, as the common phrafe is, to eat hi^ 
vidtuals like a Chriftian %. * 

He bore a ftrange kind of appetite to fnap-dra^ 
gon II, and to the hvid fnuffs of a burning candle i 
which he would catch and fwallow with an agility 
wonderful to conceive ; and by this procedure 
maintained a perpetual flame in his belly ; which 
ifluing in a glowing fleam from both his eyes, as 
well as his noftrils and his mouth, made his head 
appear, in a dark night, like the flcuU of an afs, 
wherein a roguifh boy had conveyd a farthing can- 
dle, to the terror of his Mnjejiy's liege fubjeds. There- 
fore he made \x\c of no other expedient to light 
himfelf home ; but was wont to fay, that a wife pian 
ivas his own lantern. 

He would fhut his eyes as he walked along the 
ftreets ; and if he happened to bounce his head a- 
gaind a poil, or fall into the kennel, as he feldom 
mifled either to do one or both, he would tell the 

* I cannot gucfs the author*8 meaning hers, which I would be 
very glad to know, bccaufe it feems to be of importance. 

Ibid. Incurring the penalty In Jucb cafes ufually annexe^^ wants no ex- 
planation. He ^oKuldnot make bimfelf clean, hecavfe haviftg anfuhed tbt 
wil/f (i. e. the New Teftament), be met teitb a fajjege mar tbebottt^m^ 
i. e. in the i]th veif: cf the laft chapter of the Revelations, '< He 
*' which is fhb^, let him be JUtby ftill," ^hub feemed to forbid it, 
fVhetber foijied tn by the tranfcrtbef, is added : becaufe this parag'-aph 
is wanting in the Alexandrian MS. tb« oldeft and moft authentic co- 
py of the New Teflament. 

f The flovenly way of receiving the facrameot among the fa- 
Batics. 

X This is a common phrafe to exprefs eating cleanly, and is. meant 
for an inventive againft that indecent manner cmojig fume people ia 
receiving the facrament j fo in the lines before, which is to be under^ 
ilood of the diflenters refufing to kneel at the facrament. 

II I cannot well find out the author^s meaning h«c«) >aT^tX^\v \>^ 
the hot, ttatimely, blind zeal of CAlhufialU. 
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gibing apprentices, who looked on, that " he fob- 
*'* mitted, with entiiie refignation, as to a trip, or a 
** blow of fate, with wtfom he found, by long cx- 
" perience, howyain it was either te wreftle or^ 
** to cuff; aad whoever durft undertake to do ei- 
** thcr, would be fure to come off with a Iwinging 
** £all, or a Uoodv nofe. It was ordained, foul be, 
" fome few days before the creatibn, that my nofe 

V and this very poll (houUL have a rencounter ; 
*f and therefore Nature thbught £t to fend us both^ 

V into the world into the fame age, and to make 
*.* us countrymen and fellow-citizens. Nov, had 
*'^ my eyes been open, it is very likely, the bufineft 
" might have been a great deal worfe ; fbr how 
*' many a confounded flip isdlify gotby man, with 
'< all his foreiight about him i Befidcs, the eyes of 
" the under ftanding fee bcft, when thofe of the 
** fenfcs arc out of the way ; and dierefore blind 
'' men are obferved to tread their fteps with much 
" more caution, and conduft, and judgment, than • 
** thofe who rely with too much confidence upon 
•* the virtue of the vifual nerve, which every little 
*' accident fhakes out of order, and a drop or a 
*' film can wholly difconcert ; like a lantern among 
*' a pack of roaring bullies, when they fcour the 
«« ftreets j expofing its owner and itfelf, to outward 
** kicks and buiKts, which both might have efcap- 
*« ed, if the vanity of appearing would have fu5F- 
*^ fered them to walk in the dark. But farther, if 
•^ we examine the condu^ of thefe boafted lights, it 

V will prove yet a great deal worfe than their for' 
^^ tune. It is true, I have broke my nofe agsunft 
•* this poft, becaufe fortune either forgot, or did 
^^ not diink it convenient to twich me by the elbow, 
<^ and give me notice to avoid it. But let not this 
** encourage either the prefent age or pofterity, to 
** truft theu" no/es into the keeping of^ their eyesi 
'* which may prove the faireft way of loiing them 

^^ for good and all. ¥ot, O ^e eyes, ye blind 
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y guides ; mifcrablc guardians arc ye of our frail 
*• nofes ; yc, I fay, who faften upon the firft pre- 
" cipicc in view, and then tow our wretched wil- 
** ling bodies after you, to the very brink of dc* 
•* ftru^ion. But, alas I that brink is rotten, our 
*• feet flip, and we tumble down prone into a gulf, 
** without one hofpitable fhrub in the way to break 
'^ the fall ;. a fall to which not any nofe of mortal 
*• make is equal, except that of the giant Laurcnl* 
«« CO ♦, who was lord of the Jilver bridgi. Moft 
** properly therefore, O eyes, and with p;reat juf- 
** tice, may you be compared to thole fbolifb 
^* lights, which coBdu<^ men through dirt and 
*^ diu-knefs, till they fall into a deep pit, or a noi* 
** ibmc bog..** 

This I have produced, as a (cantling of Tack's, 
great eloquence, and the force o^ his reaioning 
upon Aich abflrufe matters.. 
- He was, befides, a perfon of great de%B and- 
improvement in affiurs of devotioiif having imro* 
duced a new deity, who hath iince met with a vaft 
number of worfhippers^ by fome called Babely by 
others Chaos ; who had an ancient temple of Gothic 
ftruAure upon Saliffmry-plain, ftmous for its {brine 
and celebraticm by pilgrims. 

When he had fome roigui£h trick to play, he 
would down with his knees, tip with his eyes, and 
b3X to prayers, though in the midft of the kennel f « 
Then it was, that thoie who tinderftood his pranks 
would be furc to. get far enough out of his way ; 
and whenever cunofity attracted ftrangers to laugh,, 
or to liilen, he would of a &dden wiui one hand- 
out with his gear^ and pifs fWU in their eyes, and. 
with ihc othor all: befpatter them with mud. 

• Vide Don Sluhcote, 

t Tke viUantet and cnielticf, committed by enthuTiaflt aB4 faiit- 
tics anoong us, were all ferf^prsicd tti4cr tlM dStJiiiiiii <if reU|ioo Aa4 

Wng prayer?. 
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In winter he went always loofe and unbuttoned," 
and clad as thin as pofUble, to let in the ambient 
heat ; and in fummer lapped himfelf clpfe and thick; 
to -keep it out %. 

In all revolutions of government, he would make 
his court for tlie office of hangman-genersi | ; and 
in the exercife of that dignity,, wherein he was 
very dextrous, would make ufe. of no other vizor 
than a long prayer **. 

He had a tongue fo mufculous and fubtil, that 
he could twifl it up into his nofe,- and dehver z 
ftrange kind of fpeech from thence. He was alfa 
the firft in. thefe kingdoms who began to improve 
the Spanifli accomplifliment of braying ; and having 
large ears, perpetually expofed and erected, he car- 
ried his art to fuch a perfedfcion, that it was a point 
of great difficulty to diflingnilhy either by the view 
or the found, between the original and the copy. 

He was troubled with a difeafe, reverfc to that 
called the ftinging of the tarantula ; and would run 
dog-mad at the noife of mtijic, efpecially sl pair of 
tag-pipes *; But he would cure himfelf again, fay 
taking two-or three turns in JVeftminfter- ball, or Bi* 
Kngfgate, or in a boarding -fchool, or the Royal-Ex-^ 
change^ or ?i/late coffee-houfe. 

He was a perfon idazt feared x^ colour s\^ but mor- 
tally bated all ; and upon that account bore a cruet 
averfion againft painters ; infomuch, that in hb 
paroxyfins, as he walked the ftreets, he ^would' 



' They affected differcncei.in habit tnd bchai^oar. 
They are fevere perfecutors, and all ia a form of cant and de- 
TMion. 

•• Cromwdl and Lis confederates went, lu they called it, H Juk 
God, when they rcfolvedto murder the King. 

• This is to expofe our Diiicnters aveiGon againft inftrumental 
mufic in churches. IV, JVotttn, 

•f*. T-hey quarrel at the moft imiooent decency and ornament^ aad 
defaced- the ftatuei-«od paidtiiga on aU the charches in England. 



have 
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have his pockets loaden with ftones, to pelt at the 
iigns. 

Having, from his manner of living, frequent 
occafion to wajb himfclf, he'would often leap over 
head and ears into water, though it were in the 
midft of winter ; but was always obferved to come 
out again much dirtier, if poflible, than he went 
in t. 

He was the firft that ever found out the fecret of 
contriving ^ foporiferous medicine to be conveyed in 
at the ears. It was a compound of fulphur, and 
balm of G Heady with a little pilgrtnCi falve \. 

He wore a large plaifter of artificial cauftics on 
his ftomach, with the fevour of which he could fet 
himfelf z groaning, like the famous board upon 
application of a red-hot iron* 

He would ftand in the turning of a ftreet ; and^ 
calling to thofe who pafled by, would cry to one, 
** Worthy Sir, do me the honour of a good flap 
** in the chaps ;" to another, ** Honeft friend, 
** pray favour me with a handfome kick oa the arfe, 
** Madam, (hall I intreat a fmall box on the ear 
•* from your Ladyfliip's fair hand ? Noble Cap- 
** tain, lend a reafonable thwack, for the love of 
*^ God, with that cane of yourB, over thefe poor 
^' fhoulders *." And when he had, by fuch ear- 
ned 'folicitations, made a fhift to procure a bafting 
fufficient to fwell up his fancy and his fides, he . 
would return home extremely comforted, and full of 
terrible accounts of what he had undergone for the 
puiflic good. " Obferve this ftroke," faid he, ihew- 
ing his bare fhoulders, ** a plaguy janifary gave it 

X Baptifm of adults by plunging. 

II Fanatic preaching, cempofed either of hell and damnation^ or t 
fulfomc defcrrption of the joys of heaven ; both in fuch a dirty, n«i- 
fcous ftyle, as to be well rcfenibled to pilgrim's fal«e. 

* The Fanatics have always had a way of afTefting to nm int« 
perfecution, and count viH merit upon every little har4i>.ip the; 
fuft'cr. 
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^ me this very morning at feven o'clock, as, with 
** much ado, I was driving off the Great Turk. 
^ NeighbourSy mind, this broken head deferves a 
^* plaiAer^ Had poor Jack been tender of his nod- 
<< die, yon wotild have foen the Pope and the 
•* French King, long before this tin^ of day, a- 
** mong yonr wives and your warehonfes. Dear 
** Chriftians, the Great Mogul was come as far as 
** White-chapel ; and you may thank thefe poor 
** fides, that he hath not (God blefs us) already 
'* Avallowed up man, woman, and child." 

It was highly worth obferving, the fingular ef- 
fcfts of that averfion or antipathy, which Jack and 
his brother Peter feemed, even to an affedation, to 
bear againft each other f . Peter had lately done 
feme rogueries, that forced him to abfcond ; and he 
(eldom ventured to ftir out before night, for fear 
of bailifis. Their lodgings were at the two moft 
diftant parts of the town, from each other ; and 
whenever their occafions or humours called them 
abroad, they would make choice of the oddeft un- 
likely times, and moft uncouth rounds they could 
invent, that they might be fure to avoid one another. 
Yet, after all this, it was their perpetual fortune to 
meet. The reafon of w^hich is eafy enough to ap- 
prehend : for the frenfy and the fpleen of both, 
having the fame foundation, we may look upon them 
as two pair of compafles, equally extended, and 
the fixed foot of each remaining in the fame cen- 
tre ; which, though moving contrary ways at firft, 
vriM be fure to encounter fomewhere or other in the 



•f The Papifts and Fanatics, though they appear the moft avcrfc 
again each other, yet bear a near re.emblaoce in many things, as 
haih been obfcrved by learned men. 

JhU. The agreement of our Diffentc s and the Papift?, in that 

which Bi/hop StilHngfleet called, The ftmatlijm «/ tke church of Rome, 

"U ludfcrtufiy dcfcribed tor fevcral pages top.ether, ly Jack's likenr's 

to Peter, and their being often mif^aken for each other, and thn^ 

ficqvcnl nicctings when the; l?aft intended it. 0\ H'drcn, , 

^vccum- 
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icirciimfcrcncc. Befides, it was amoog the great 
misfortunes of Jack, to bear a huge perfonal re- 
fcmblance with his brother Peter. Their humour 
and difpofitions were not only the fame, but there 
was a clofe analogy in their fhape and Cze, and their 
mien ; infomuch as nothing was more frequent, 
than for a bailiff to feife Jack by the flioulders, and 
to cry, ** Mr. Peter, you are the King's prifoner:'* 
or, at other times, for one of Peter's neareft friends 
to accoft Jack widi open arms, ** Dear Peter, I am 
•* glad to fee thee ; pray, fend me one of your bcft 
** medicines for the worms.'* This, we may fup- 
pofe, was a mortifying return of thofe pains and 
proceedings Jack had laboured in fo long ; and 
finding how dire<St:ly oppofite all his endeavours had 
anfwered to the fole end and intention which he 
had propofed to himfelf, how could it avoid hav- 
ing terrible efFefts, upon a head and heart fo fiir- 
niilied as his ? However, the poor remainders of 
his coat bore all the punifhment. The orient iim 
never entered upon his diurnal progrefs, without 
miffing a piece of it. He hired a tailor to flich up 
the collar fo clofe, that it was ready to choke him, 
and fqueezed out his eyes at fuch a rate, as one 
could fee nothing but the white. What little was 
left of the main fubflance of the coat, he rubbed 
every d^y, for two hours, againfl a rough-caft wall, 
in order to grind away the remnants of lace and 
embroidery : but, at the fame time, went on with 
fo much violence, that he proceeded a heathen phi- 
bfipber. Yet, after all he could do of this kind, 
the fuccefs continued flill to difappoint his expefta- 
tion. For, as it is the nature of rags to bear a 
kind of mock-refemblance to finery ; there being a 
fort of fluttering appearance in both, which is not 
to be diflinguifhcd at a diflance, in the dark, or by 
iliort-fighted eyes : fo, in thefe junftures, it fared 
with Jack and his tatters, that they offered to i\s«. 
{kT\\ view a ridiculous flaunutVG.v vjV\Ocv, •aSwK^^a^^^^ 
VoL.L O ^^. 
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the refemblance in perfon and air, thwarted all his 
projcdts of reparation, and lejft fo near a limilitude 
between them, as frequently deceived the very dif- 
ciples and followers of both, * # « 

* * • * ••*#* 

******. Defunt nonnulUu 

* #* #**«-•* 

The old Sclavonian proverb faid well. That " it 
" is with meny as with ajfes\ whoever would keep 
" them faft, muft find a very good hold at their 
** ears." Yet. I think we may affirm, that it hath 
been verified tgr repeated experienccj that;, 

Effugiet tamcn hac faleraius vincula Proteus. 

It is good, therefore, to read the maxims of our 
aoceftors, with great allowances to times and per- 
fons. For, if we look into primitive records, we 
fhall find, that no revolutions have been fo great, 
or fo frequent, as thofe of human ears. In for- 
mer days, there was a curious invention to catch 
and keep them ; which, I think, we may juftly rec- 
kon among the artes perdita. And how can it be 
otherwife, jwrhen, in tliefe latter centuries, the very 
fpecies is notoaly diminiflied to a very lamentable 
degree, but the poor remainder is alfo degenerated 
fo fai', as to mock our IkilfuUeft tenure ? For if the 
only flitting of one ear 'in a flag hath been found 
fufficient to propagate the defeft through a whole 
foreft, why fhould we wonder at the greateft confe- 
quences, from fo many loppings and mutilations, 
to which the ears of our fathers, and our own, 
have been of late fo much expofed ? It is true, in- 
deed, that while tliis ijland of ours was under the 
dominion of grace ^ masiy endeavours were made to 
improve the growth of ears once more among us. 
The proportion of largenefs was not only looked 
upon as an ornament of the outward man, but as a 
type of grace in the vvward. Befides, it is held by 

tVAtll- 
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naturalifts). that if there be a protuberanty of pait^ 
in the fuperior region of the body, as in the ears and 
nofe, there muft- be a parity alfo in the inferior. 
And therefore, in that truly pious- age, the maUi 
in every afiemWv^ accordmg as they ^^ere gifted, 
appeared very forward in expofing their ^jrj to 
▼iew, and the regions about them ; bfecaufc Hippo- 
crates tells us; that " when -the veifi behind the ear 
•• happens to bt cut, a man becomcs'an eunuch*." 
And the femabi were nothing* backwarder in be- 
holding and edifying by them ; ivHfcreof ihofc who 
had already tifed the means ^ looked about them witll 
great concern, in hopes of conceiving a fuitable 
offspring by fiich a profpeft. Others, who ftood 
candidates for benevolence^ found there a plentiful 
choice, and were fure to fix upon fuch as difcover- 
cd the largefl ears^ that the breed might not dwin* 
die between them. Laflly, the devouter fiflers, 
who looked upon all extraordinary dilatations of 
that member,, as protioifions of zeal, or fpiriiual 
excrcfccnces) were fure to honour every head they 
fat upon, as if theyhad been nmrhs cf grace ; but 
cfpecially that of the preacher, whoft ears were 
ufually of the priiT>e magnitude ; which, upon iliftt 
account, he was very frequent and exadl in expof- 
ing with all advantages to the people : in his rheto- 
rical paroxyfms, turning fometimes to hold forth the 
one, and fometimes to hold forth the other. From 
which cuflom, the whole operation of preaching 
is to this very day, among their profefibrs, flyled 
by the phrafe of holding forth. 

Such \y/t\s tlie progrefs of the faints for anvan- 
cing the fize of that member ; and, it is ihour,ht, 
the fucccfs would have been every way anfwerable, 
if, in procefs of time, a cruel king had not arc/V, 
who raifed a bloody perfccution agamft all ears a- 

♦ Lib. de aerc, lod», et aquis, 

o % ^^"^^ 
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bove a certain ftandard f . XJpon which, ibin« 
were^lad to hide their flo«rifliing fprouts in a black 
border j others crept wholly under a periwig ; fomc 
were flit, others cropped,, and a great number fliced 
to the fhimps. But of this more hereafter, in my 
general hiftory of ears ; which I defign very fpeedily 
to beftow upon the public. 

From this brief furvey of the falling ftate of ears 
in the laft age, and the fmall cane bad to advance 
their ancient growth in the prefent, it is manifeft, 
liow little reafon we can have to rely upon a hold 
lb fiiort, fo weak, and fb flippery ; and that who- 
ever deiires to catch mankind faft, muft have re^ 
courfe to fome other methods. Now, h^ that wilt 
examine human nature with circumfpeftion enough^ 
may difcover fevcral handles^ whereof ihcjix * fenfes 
afford one a-picce, befide a great number that aro 
fcrewed to the paffions, and fome few rivetted to 
the intelleft. Among thefe laft, curiofity is one,, 
and, of all others, affords the firmeft grafp ; curi'> 
eptyy that fpur in the fide, that bridle in the mouth, 
that ring in the nofe, of a lazy and impatient, and 
a grunting reader. By this handle it is, that an au- 
thor fhould feize upon his rcaders^; which, as foon 
as he hath once compaffed, all refiftance and ftrug- 
gling are iq vain : and they become his prifoners as 
clofe as he pleafes, till wearinefs or dulne& force 
him to let go his gripe. 

And therefore I, the author of this miraculous 
treatife, having hitherto, beyond expeftation, main- 
tained, by the aforefaid kandky a firm hold upon 
my gentle readers ; it it with great reluftance, that 
I am at length compelled to remit my grafp ; leav- 
ing them in the perufal of what remains to that na- 
tural ofcitancy inherent in the tribe. I caa only af* 

f This was K. Charles II. who, tt his refloration, turned out all' 
the diilentixi^ teachers that would not conform, 
' Xaciudjng Scaliger's. 
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Aire thee, courteous reader, for both our comforts, 
that my concern is altogether equal to thine, for mj 
unhappinefs in loiing, or miflaying among my pa- 
pers, the remaining part of thefe memoirs ; which 
confided of accidents^ turns, and adventures, both 
new, agreeable, and furprifing ; and therefore cal- 
culated, in all due points, to the delicate tafte of 
this our noble age. But, alas I with my utmoft en- 
deavours, Ihave been able only to retain a few of 
the headsT, Under which there was a foil account, 
how Peter got a prote£iim out of the King's-bench ; 
and of a reconcilement between Jack and him, up- 
on a defign they had in a certain rainy nighty to tre- 
pan brother Martin into ^ fpunging-heufe^ and there 
ilrip him to the ikin || i how Martin, with much 
ado, £hewed them both a fair pair of heels ; how 
a ne'iu 'warrant came out againft Peter ; upon which, 
how Jack left him in the lurch, JloU his prote^ion^ 
find madi ufe of it him/elf. How Jack's tatters came 
into fafhion in court and r//y; how he got upon a 
great horfe ♦, and eat cvftard^. But the particulars 
of all thtrfe, with feveral others, which have now 
flid out of my memory, are loft beyond all hopes 
of recovery. For which misfortune, leaving my 
readers to condole with each other, as far as they 
f ha^l find it to agree with their feveral conftitutions ; 
but conjuring them by all the friendfhip that hath 
pafTcd between us, from the title*page to this, not 

y In the resgn of K. James II. tbe Prefi>ytenanf, hj the Ring*i 
iovitation, joined with the Papifti, agalrift thf church of Englaad, 
and addrcfTed him for repeal of the penal lavrs and te(i. The King, 
by his difpenfing power, gave liberty of conicience, wluch both Pa« 
piftt and Fre/byterians made ufe of. But* upoo the rerolntion, th« 
Papifts being down of coarre, the Preibyterians freely cootiniied their 
aflemblies, by virtue of King James*! Indulgence, before they had 
a toleration by law. This, I believe, the author means, by Jack*e 
ftealio| Peter*s proteOion„ and making off of it bimfelf. 

• Sir Humphry Edwyo, a Preibyteriao, was fome yean agoLorA 
Mayor cf London, and had tat iilfolence to go ia hit ferttyiKtiea Co 
ft conventicle, with the enfigps of his office. 

f Cuftaid it a famooi diih at a Lotd M9i^Qt'% itiSu 



03 



\SQ| 



i62 A TALE OF A TUB. 

to proceed fo far as to injure their healths, for an 
accident paft remedy : I now go on to the ceremo- 
nial part of an accomplilhed writer ; and therefore, 
by a courtly modern, leaft of all others to be omit- 
ted. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

/^ Oing too long is a canfe of abortion as efi^ftual, 
^^ though not fo frequent, as going toojhort ; and 
holds true efpecially in the labours of the brain. 
Well fare the heart of that noble Jefuit % who firft 
adventured to confefs in print, that books muft be 
fuited to their feveral feafons, like drefs, and diet, 
and diverfions ; and better fare our noble nation, 
for refining upon this, among other French tnodes. 
I am living faft to fee the time, when a hook that 
mifles its tide, fhall be neglefted, as the moon by 
day, or like mackarel a week after the feafon. No. 
man hath more nicely obferved our climate, than" 
the bookfeller who bought the copy of this work. 
He knows to a tittle, what fubjedts will go beft off 
in a dry year, and which it is proper to expofe f ore- 
moft, when the weather-glafs is fallen to much rain. 
When he had feen this treatife, and confulted his 
almanack upon it, he gave me to underftand, that be 
had maniftiftly confidered the two principal things, 
which were the bulk and thtfubjedl ; and found, it 
would never take, but after a long vacation ; and 
then only, in cafe it jQiould happen to be a hai'd 
year for turnips. Upon which I defired to know, 
conftdering my urgent necefftties, what he thought 
might be acceptable this month. He looked wejl* 
ward, and faid, " I doubt we ihall have a fit of 
^ bad weather ; however, if you could prepare 

■1^ Pcre d^OrleiUBi. 
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V fome pretty little banter, {hut not in verfe) or a 

*' fmall treatife upon the , it would run like 

** wild-fire. But, if it holdup, I have already hired 
" an author to write fomcthing againft Dr. Bently,: 
** which, 1 am fiire, will turn to account *,*' 

At length we agreed upon this expedient. That 
when a cuftomcr* comes for one of thcfe, and de- 
fires in confidence to know the author ; he will tell 
him very privately, as a friend, naming which ever 
of the wits fhall happen to be that week in vogue ; 
and if Durfey*s laft play fhould be in courfc, I had 
as lieve he may be the pcrfon as Congreve. This 
I mention, becaufi: I am wonderfully well acquaint- 
ed with the prefent relifli of courteous readers; and 
have often obferved with fingular plcafure, that a 
fly drivdn from a honey^pot, will immediately with 
very good appetite alight, and finiih his meal on an 
excrement, 

I have one word to fay upon the fubjeft of pro- 
found writers, who are grown very numerous of 
late ; and, I know very well, the judicious world 
is refolved to lift me in that number, I conceive 
therefore, as to the bufinefs of htm^ prefomndj that 
it is with writers as with weHs \ a perfon with good 
eyes may fee to the bottom of the deepeft, provided 
any ivaterht there ; and often, whentherc is nothing 
in the world at the bottom, befides drynefs and dirt^ 
though it be but a yard and a half under ground, 
it ihall pafs however for wondrous deep, upon no 
wifer a reafon, than becauie it is wondrous dark. 

I am now trying an experiment, very frequent 
among modern authors; which is, to write upon 
nothing : when the (iibjeft is utterly exhaufted, to 
let the pen ftill move on ; by fome called the ghofi: 
of wit, delighting to walk after the death of its bo- 

• When Drv Pridcaux brought the copy of his Connection of the" 
OJd ^nd New Telhment to the bookfeller, he told him, it was zJry 
Juhjeei, and the printing could not lafely be ventured* uiiU.C% V^^ «s«\^ 
tnilven it with a RttU humour. ^ 
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dy. And, to fay the truth, there feems to be no' 
part of knowledge in fewer hands, than that of 
diicerning when toha'w done. By the time that an 
author hath written out a book> he and his readers 
are become old acqnaintants^ and grow very loth to 
part ; fo that I have fometimes known it to be inr^ 
writing, as in vifiting, where the ceremony of tak* • 
ing leave has employed more time than the whole 
converfation before. The conclufion of a treatife 
reiemUes the conchsfion of human life, wl^h hath - 
ibmetimes been compared to the end* of a feaft; 
where few are fatisfied to depart, lit plcnui vita cQti* 
viva : for men will fit down after the fuUeft meal,^ 
tiunigh it be only to dezcy or to Jkep out the reft of 
the day. But, in this latter, I differ extremely 
firom other writers ; and ihatt be too proud, i^ bf 
all my labours, I can have any ways contributed to 
the repofe of mankind in times fo turbulent and un- 
quiet as thefe *. Neither do I think fuch an em- 
Sloyment fo very alien from the office of a wit, as 
3me would fuppofe. For among a very polite nst' 
tion in Greece, there were the fofne temples buik 
dud consecrated to Sleep znd the Mufesy between 
which two deities they believed the ftri£kft firknd- 
iSbip was eftabliihedf. 

I have one concluding favour to requeft of my 
reader. That he will not eapefl to be eqxrally di- 
verted and informed by every- Knc, or every page 
of this difcourfe % but give fome allowance to the 
author's fpleen, and fixort fits or intervals of dul- 
aefs, as well aa his own ; and lay it ferionfly to his 
eonfcience, whether, if he were waUdi^ the ftreets 
idi dirty weather, or a rainy day, he would allow 
it fair dealing in folks at their eafe from a window 
to criticife his gsof, and ridicule hia dreft at fuch a 
junfture. 

• This wae written before the peace of Ryfwick, which wm figiH 
0i in September 1697. 
ihit Trecenii, Paufan. 1. %% 
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In my dlfpofxire of employments of the brain, I 
bavc thought fit to make invention the mafier^ and- 
to give method and rtafon the office of its lacqueyt^ 
The caufe of this diftribiition was, from obferving 
\i my peculiar cafe to be often under a tempcatioi| 
of being witty upon occaiions, where I could be 
neither wife nor founds nor any thing to the matter 
in hand. And I am too much a fervant of the 
modern way, to negleft any flich opportunities, what- 
ever pains or improprieties I may be at to introduce 
them. For I have obfervedi that from a laborious' 
colleftion of fcvcn hundred thirty-eight flowers^ 
^nd Jbining hints of the beft modern authors, digeft^ 
cd with great reading into my book of common^ 
places ; I have not been able, after five years, ta* 
draw, hook, or force into common converfation^ 
any more than a dozem Of which dozen, the one 
moiety failed df fuccefs, by being dropped among 
unfuitable company ; and the other coft me (o ma« 
ny drains, and traps, and ambages to introduce,, 
that I at length refolvcd to give it over. Now, thi* 
difappointment, (to difcover a fecret), I muft own, 
gave me the firft hint of fctting up for an author 5 
and I have flncc founcl among fome particulat 
friends, that it is become a very general comglainr^ 
and has produced the iame efFcos upon: many o*- 
thcrs. For I have remarked many a towardly wordt 
to be wholly negle^ed or defpifed m difceur/e, which* 
hath pafled very fmoothly, with fome confidera" 
tion and efteem, after its preferment and fan£Vion 
in jffrint. But now fince, oy the liberty and encou- 
ragement of the prefs, I am grown ablblute mafter 
of the occaiions and opportunhies to esqpofe the ta« 
lents I have acauired ; I already difcover,. that the 
ijTues of my objervanda begin to grow too large for 
uie receipts. Therefore 1 ihall here paufe a whUe,. 
till I find, by feeling the worM'spulfe and my own^ 
that it will be of abfolute neceffity for us botk ta 
rcfiunc my pen. 
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A full and true Account of the BATTLE 
fought laft Friday, between the Ancient 
and the Modern Booics in St. James's 

. Library. 

' The BooicsELtEii to the Readeh. 

'T'HE following difcourfe, as it is unqueftionably 
•*• of the fame author, fo it feems to have been 
written about the fame time with the former ; I 
meanj the year 1697, when the famous difpute wa» 
on ftJot, about ancient and modern learning. The 
controverfy took its rife from an eflay of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple's upon that fubjeft ; which was an- 
fwered by W. Wotton, B, D. with an appendix 
by Dr. Bentley, endeavouring to deftroy the credit 
of JEfop and Phalaris for authors, whom Sir Wil- 
Earn Temple had, in the. eflay before mentioned;, 
highly commended. In that appendix, the Doftor 
falls hard upon a new edition of Phalaris, put out 
by the Honourable Charles Boyle (now Earl of 
Orrery) ; to which Mr. Boyle replied at large with 
great learning and witj and the Doftor volu- 
lumihoufly rejoined. In this difpute, .the town 
highly refentcd to fee a perfon of Sir Wiliiain 
Temple's charadler and merits roughly ufed by the 
two reverend gentlemen aforefaid, and without 
any manner of provocation. At length, there 
appearing no end of the quarrel, our author tcUs 
us, that the BOOKS in St. James's library, look- 
ing upon themfelves as parties principally concern- 
ed, took up the controverfy, and came to a deci- 
&VC battle ; but the manufcript, by the myarj of 

fortune 
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fortune or weather, being in fevcral places imper- 
feft, we cannot learn to which fide the viftorr 
fell. 

I muft warn the reader, to beware of applying 
to perfons, what is here meant only of books in 
the moft literal fenfe. So, when Virgil is men- 
tioned, we are not to underftand the perfon of a 
famous poet called by that name ; but only cer- 
tain fhcets of paper, bound up in leather, con- 
taining in print the works of the faid poet : And 
fo of the reft. 



The Preface of the Author, 

C A tire is a fort o£ glafiy wherein beholders doge- 
^ nerally difcover every body's face but their 
own; which is the chief realon for that kind 
reception it meets with in the world, and that fk> 
very few are offended ^th it. But if it fhould 
happen otherwife, the danger is not great ; and I 
have learned from "long CMerience, never to ap- 
prehend mifchief from thole undeiAandings I have 
been able to provoke. For anger and furv, though 
they add ftrength to xhtfinews of the hoiyy yet are 
found to relax thofe of the mindy and to render all 
its efforts feeble and impotent. 

There is a brain that will endure but one /cum" 
ming ; let the owner gather it with difcretion, and 
manage his little ftock with hufbandry. But of all 
things, let him beware of bringing it under the 
lajh of his betters ; becaufe that will make it all 
bubble up into impertinence, and he will find no 
new fupply : Wit without knowledge being a fort 
of creanty which gathers in a night to the top, and 
by a Ikilful hand may be foon whipped into froth ; 
but once fcummed away, what appears underneath, 
will be fit for nothing, but tbbethrovnxv^x^Oas>^* 
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A full and true Account of the Battle 
fought laft Friday, 6r*. 



TTTHoevcr examines with due circnmfpeftion in- 
^^ to the annual records of time, will find it re- 
marked, that war is t<hs -child uf pride, BXidpri Jg 

• The Satf/i eftbe B»oki took its rife from a controverfy between 
Sir William Temj^e and Mr, Wotton } a controvcrfy which made 
inuch noife, and employed many pens towards the latter end of the 
fail century. This h-nmorcTis treatife is drawn tip- in an heroie 
•comic ftile> in which SwifV, with great wit and fpirit, gives the 
victory to the former. The general plan is. excellent, but partico. 
lar parts aie deft^ive. The frequent chafms puzzle and interrupt 
the narrative i They neither convey any latent ideas j nor point out 
any diftinfl or occult farcafms. Some chara£lers are barely touched 
upon, which might have .been extended, others are enlarged, which 
might have be en contraOcd. The name of Horace is infertedj 
and Virgil is introduced only for an . opportunity of comparing his 
tranflator Dryden, to the lady in a lobjier'^ to a mouje under 4 
tanofy of ftate\ and to a Jb'i'udkd beau iviikin the pent boufi of, a fuU' 
hottom^ periwig, Thefe fimiles carry the true ftamp of ridicule* 
fiut rancour muft be very prevalent in the heart of an author, who 
could overlook the merits of Dryden ; many of whofe dedications 
and prefaces are as fine comporitions, and , and as juft pieces of cii- 
ticil'm, as any in our language. The tranflation of Virgil was a 
work of hafte and indigence. Dryden was equal to the undertaking} 
but unfortunate during the conduct of it. T he two chief heroes 
among the modern generals, are Wotton and Bentley. Their fi* 
gures are difplaycd in the moft difadvantngeous attitudes. The for- 
mer is defcrihed, " full of fpleen, dulnefs, and ill manners.** The 
latter is reprefented. ** tall, without ihape or comelhicfs j largCy 
•* without ilrength or proportion."—— The hattJe, which is 
maintained by the ancients with great fuperiority of ftreogth) though 
ntit of numbers, ends with the demolition of Bentley, and his fri^ 
Wotton, by the lance of the Honourable Charles Boyle, yovageft 
fon of Roger the fecond Earl of Orrery, and father of the prefeoC 
Karl. He was a fellow of the royal locicty, and invented the aftro- 
■oaaical machine called the Orrery, Ormy. 
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the daughter of riches f. The former of which af- 
fertions may be foon granted ; but one cannot fo 
eafily fubfcribe to the latter. For Pride is nearly re- 
lated to Beggary and H^ant, either by father or mo- 
ther, and fometimcs by both : and, to fpeak natu- 
rally, it very feldom happens among men to fall out, 
when all have enough ; invafions ufually travelling 
from north to /out h^ that is to fay, from Poverty to 
Plenty, The moft ancient and natural grounds of 
quarrels are Luji and Avarice ; which, though wc 
may allow to be brethren or collateral branches of 
Pridey are certainly the iflues of Want, For to 
fpeak in the phrafc of writers upon politics, we may 
obfcrve in the republic of DogSy which in its origi- 
nal feems to be an inftitution of tlie many^ that the 
whole ftate is ever in the profoundeft peace, after a 
full meal ; and that civil broils arife among them, 
when it happens for one great hone to be fcized on 
by fome leading dog \ who either divides it among 
the/^w, and then it falls to an oligarchy ; or keeps 
it to himfelf, and then it runs up to a tyranny. The 
lame reafoning alfo holds place among them, in 
thofe diflenfions we behold upon a turgefcency in 
any of their females. For, the right of poffeilion 
lying in common, (it being impoffible to eftablifh a 
'property in fo delicate a cafe,) jealoufies and fufpi- 
cions do fo abound, that the whole commonwealth 
of that ftreet is reduced to a manifefty/^/^ of ivir^ 
of every citizen againft cveiy citizen \ till fome one 
of mor6 courage, condud^, or fortune than the reft, 
feizes and enjoys the prize : Upon which naturally 
arifcs plenty of heart-burning, andenvy and fnarling 
againft the happy dog. Again, if we look upon any 
of thefe republics engaged in a foreign war, either 
of invafion or defence, we fliail find the fame rea- 

f Riches producclh pride : pride is war's groun.!, !^c, Ktf, 

F.phem, de Mary Cl»fke , opt. edit. now called W ing i jbat almu* 

naci^ and printed by J. Robejts for the com^ati^ «1 ^4V\SiVit.\V« 

Vol. I. P fewsx^ 
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foning will ferve as to the girounds and occafions 
pf each ; and that Poverty jqv fVant, .in fame degree 
pr other, (whether real, orinopiiuon, which makes 
po alteration in the cafe), has agreatihare, as well 
SLS Pridey on the part of the aggreflbr. 

Now, .whoever will pleafe to t^e this fchemc, 
and either reduce or adapt it to an intelledhial 0:ai;e, 
pr commonwealth, of learning, will foon difcover 
the firlt aground of difagreement between the two 
great ..parties at this time in arms ; and may form 
juft conclufions upon the merits of either caufe. 
put the iffue or events of this war are not fo eafy 
to conjefture' at, for the prefent quarrel, is fo in- 
{bLmp;d;by the warm heads of either faftion, arid 
the prqtenfions fomewhere or other fo exorbitant, as 
not to admiuthe leaft overtures of accommodation. 
This quarirel firft began, as I have heard itldBrmed 
by an old dweller in the. neighbourhood, about a 
fraall fpot of ground, lying and being upon one of 
the two tops of the hill Parnaflus ; the higheft and 
largeft of which had, it feems, been, jtime out of 
mind, in quiet pofleffion of certain tenants called 
the Ancients ; and the other was held by the Mo- 
dern^, But thefe difliking their prefent ftation, 
fent certain ambafladors to the Ancient s^ complain- 
ing of a great nuifance ; how the height of that 
part of Parnafliis quite fpoilcd the profpeft of 
theirs, efpecially towards the eqft ; and therefore, 
to avoid a war, oftered them the choice of this al- 
tcroative,^ either that the Ancients would pleafe 
to remove themfelves and their effefts down 
to the lower fummity, which the Moderns would 
gracioufly furrender to them, and advance ^in 
their place ; or elfe, that the faid Ancients wHl 
^ive leave to the Moderns to come with fhovels and 
mattocks, and level the faid hill as low as they fhall 
think it convenient. To which the Ancients made 
anfwer. How little they expefted fuch a meflage 
as this, from a colony vrUom they had admitted, 

QUt 
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•lit of their own free grace, to fo near a neigh- 
iionrhood: That, as to their own feat, they were 
Moriginei of it ; and therefore to - talk with them 
of a removal or fiirrendtr, was a language they did 
not underftand : That, if the height of the hill on 
Aeir fide fhortened the profpeft of the Moderns^ 
it was a difadvantage they could "not help ; but de- 
fired them to conMer, whether that injury (if it 
be any) were not largely recompenfed by xhtjhade 
zxAJbelter it afforded thera^ That, as to the le- 
telling or digging down, it was either folly or ig-' 
norance toT)ropofc it; if they. did, or did not know,* 
how that fide of the hiff was an entire rock, which 
would break their tools and hearts without any da- 
mage to itfelf : That' they would therefore advife' 
Ae ModornSy rather to raife their own fide of the 
hill, than dream of pulling down that of the /fit-' 
dents ; to the former of which they would not on- 
ly give licence, but alfo largely contribute. All^ 
diis was rejefted by the Moderns^ with much in- 
dignation; who ftiU infiftedrlipon one of the two' 
expedients; And fo this difference broke out into 
a long.and obftinatcwar; maintained on the one' 
part by refbliition, and by the courage of certain 
leaders and allies ; but on the other,- by the grcat- 
nefs of their number, upon air defeats affording 
continual recruits. In this quarrel, whole rivulets 
of ink have been exhaufted, and the virulence of * * 
bbth parties enormoufly augmented. Now, it muft^ 
here be underftood, diat ink is the great miflivc- 
weapon in all- battles of the learned ^ which conveyed- 
througha fort of engine, called a quil/^ infinite'' 
numbers -of thefe are darted at the enemy, by the- 
valiant oneach fide, with equal ikill and violence,- 
as \{ hiwcre an engagement of porcupijies. This 
malignant' liquor v^ras compounded by the en-'^ 
gineerwho invented it, of tivo ingredients, which - 
are gall and copperas ; by its bittemefs and venom 
to ft{it in fome degree,. as wdV^?c&lo foment, n^^ 
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genius of the combatants. And as the Grecians, 
after an engagement, vfhen they could not dgr^e 
about the vi^ory, were wont to £^t up trophies ou^ 
both fides ; the beaten party being content tp be at the 
fame expence to keep itfelf in couAtenance, (a laud- 
able and ancient cuftom, happily rerived of late la 
the art of war) ; fo the karned^ after a iharp and 
bloody dlTputey do on both fides hang out their 
trophies too, whichever comes by the word. Thefe 
trophies have largely infcribed oaihexn the merits 
of the caufe; a nill impartial account of fuch a 
ifattliy and how the viftoiy fell clearly to the party 
that fct them up. They are known to the world 
under feveral names ; as DifpuUs^ Arguvfunts^ Re- 
foindcrr^ Brief Confide rat icnSj Anfwers^ Replies,. 
Remarks i U flexions ^ Ohje^fions, Confutations. For a 
very few days they arc fixed up in all public places, 
cither by themfelves or their reprefentatives ^, for 
paflcngers to gaze at : From whence the chicfcft 
and largeft are removed to certain magazines, they 
call libraries^ there to remain in a quarter pur- 
pofely affigned them, and from thenceforth Bcgm 
to be called books of controverfy. 

In thefc books is wonderfully inftilled and pre- 
ferved the fpirit of each warrior, while he is alive ; 
and after his death, his foul tranfmigrates there, to 
inform them. This, at leaft, is the more common 
opinion. But I believe, it is with libraries as with other 
cosmeteries, where fomc philofophers affirm, that a 
certain fpii'it, which they call brutum hominis^ho^CTS 
over the monument, till die body is corrupted, 
and turns to dr{/i or to worms ^ but then vanifhes or 
difiblves : So, we may fay, a reftlefs fpirit haunts 
over every boc^, till dt(fi or zvcrms liave feized upon 
it ; which to fome may happen in a few days, but 
tp others later. And therefore books of copUr^verfy 
being of all others haunted by the moft diforderly 

• IbciT vvt'c-^a^C8» » 

f^irits 
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(piritSy have always been confined in a feparate 
lodge from the reft y 2nd, for fear of mutual vio- 
lence agaioft each other, it was thought prudent by 
our anceftors, to bind them to the peace v.-ith 
ftrong iron chaitis. Of which invention the ori- 
ginal occaiion^was this. When the works of Scotus 
nrft came out, they were carried to a certain gi-eat 
library, and had logings appointed them : But this 
author was no fooner fettled than he \yent to vifit 
his matter Ariftotle ; and there both concerted to- 
gether to feize Plato by main force, and turn him 
out from his ancient ftation among the divines^ 
where he had peaceably dwelt near eight hundred 
years. The attempt lucceeded, and the two u- 
furpers have reigned ever fince in his ftead. But 
to maintain quiet for the future, it was decreed,, 
that all polemics of the larger fizefLould be held faft 
with a chain. 

By this expedient, the public peace of libraries 
might certainly have been prefcrved, if a new jpc- 
cies of controverfial books had not arofe of late* 
years, inftinft with a moft malignant fpirit, from 
the war above-mentioned, between the learned, a- 
bout the higher fummity of Parnaflus. 

When thofe books were firft admitted into the 
public libraries, I remember to have faid upon oc- 
caiions, to feveral perfons concerned, how I was 
fure they woxdd create broils wherever they came, 
unlefs a world of care were taken : and therefore 
I advifed, that the champions of each fide fhoul* 
be coupfed together, or otherwife mixed; that, 
like the blending of contrary poifons, their malig- 
nity might be employed among themfelves. And 
it leems I was neither an ill prophet, nor an ill 
eounfeBor j for it was nothing clfe but the negleft. 
of tbis'ca^tiQawjbich gaye pccafion to the terrible 
£ght that happened on Friday laft between the An^ 
cient end mtdern books in the Kin^s librax*^ . ^^-^ %, 
becaufc the talk of tins batxXe \s fe iic^^ ^^ ^>*«^ 
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body's mouth, and the expeftation of the town f<> 
great, to be informed in the particulars ; I being 
poflefled of all qualifications requifite in an hiftorian^ 
and retained by neither party, have refolved to 
comply with the urgent importunity of my friends, 
by writing down a full impaf tial account thereof. 

The guardian of the regal library ^ a perfon of 
great valour, but chiefly renowned for his humani* 
ty ♦, had been a fierce champion for the Moderns ; 
and, in an engagement upon Parnaflus, had vow- 
ed, with hit own hands to knock down two of the 
j^ncient chieft, who guarded a fmall pafs on the fu- 
perior rock ; but endeavouring to climb up, was 
cruelly obftrufted by his own unhappy weight, and 
tendency towards his centre : A quality to which 
thofe of the Modern party are extreme fubjeft : for 
being light-headed, they have in fpeculation a won- 
derftil agility, and conceive nothing too high for 
them to moimt ; but in reducing to prz^tice, diC- 
cover a mighty preflure about their pofteriors and 
their heels. Having thus failed in his defign, the 
difappointed champion bore a cruel rancour to the 
yfncients ; which he refolved to gratify, by fhewing 
all marks of his favour to the books of their adver- 
faries, and lodging them in the faireft apartments ; 
when at the fame time, whatever book had the bold- 
nefs to own itfelf for an advocate of the Ancients, 
was buried alive in fome obfure corner, and threat- 
ened, upon the leaft difpleafure, to be turned out 
of door. Befides, it fo happened, that abdut this 
tigie there was a ftrange confufion of place among 
all the books in the library ; for which feveral rea- 
fpns were afllgned. Some imputed it to a great 
heiip o£ learned dujly which a perverfe wind blew 

• The Honourable Mr, Boyle, in the preface to hW edition of 
Phalaris, fays, he was rcfttfcd i mmufcript by the- liVrary-keepei'i 
ftro folita bumanitate fua, ' - * . . I 

ibid. Dr. Bentley was then libraiy-keeper* Tht'tiwo Ancients 
Vere Phalarh and i£fop. . ^ .^ 
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off from a flielf of Moderns into the keeper'* s eyes. 
Others aiHrmed^ he had a humour to pick the 
worms out of xhtfchoolmenf and fwallow them frefh 
and fafting ; whereof fome fell upon his fpleetty and 
fome climbed up into his head, to the great pertur-* 
bation of both. And laftly, others maintained|- 
that, by walking much in the dark about the libni'^ 
ry, he had quite loft the fituation of it out of his 
head ; and therefore, in replacing his books, he was 
af^ o miftakc, and clap Des Cartes next to Ari-f 
ftotle; poor Plato had got between Hobbes and 
the Seven wife mafters ; and Virgil was hemmed in 
with Dryden on one fide, and Withers on the o- 
ther. 

Mean while, thofe books that were advocates for 
the Moderns, chofe out one from among them, to 
make a progrefs through the whole library, exa- 
mine the number and ftrength of their party, and 
concert their affairs. This meffenger performed all 
things very induftrioufly, and brought back witl^ 
him a lift of their forces, in all fifty thoufand, con- 
fifting chiefly of light horfe, heavy -armed foot, and 
mercenaries : whereof the foot were, in general but 
forrily armed, and worfe clad ; their horfes large, 
but extremely out of cafe and heart. However, 
fome few, by trading among the Ancients, had fur- 
nifhed themfelves tolerably enough. 
. While things were in this ferment, Difcord grew 
extremely high, hot words paffed on both fides, 
and ill blood was plentifully bred. Here a folitary 
Jncient, fqueezed up amons a whole flielf of Mo- 
derns, offered fairly to diipute the cafe, and to 
prove, by manifeft reafon, that the priority was 
due to them, from long poffeffion, and in regard 
of their prudence, antiquity, and above all, their 
great merits toward the Moderns. But thefe de- 
nied the premiffes y and feemed very much tp won- 
der, how the Ancients could jpretend to itv^ft. xx^qj^ 
their antiquity, when it was lo p\suxi% .ijS xJaRrj ^«^ 
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to tliat), that the Moderns were much die more an-' 
dent * of the two. As for any obligations they 
owed to the Ancients, they renounced them alU- 
•* It is true/* faid they, " we are informed fomc 
*' few of our party have been fo mean to borrow 
•^. their fubfiftence from you. But the reft, infi- 
** nitely the greater number, (and cfpecially we 
** French and Englifli), were fo far from ftooping 
** to fo bafe an example, that there never paflcd, 
** till this very hour, fix words between us. For 
** our horfes were of our own breeding, our arms- 
** of our own forging, and our chaths of our own- 
" cutting out and fewing.'* Plato was by chance 
upon the next fhelf, and obferving thofe that f[X)ke" 
to be in the ragged plight mentioned a while ago ; 
their jades lean and foundered, their weapons of ^ 
rotten wood, their armour rufty, and nothing but 
rags underneath ; he laughed loud, and, in hrs 
pleafant way, fwore, " By ■ ' ,- he believed 
** them." 

Now, the Moderns had not proceeded in their 
late negotiation, with fecrecy enough to efcape the 
notice of the enemy. For thofe advocates who had 
begun the quarrel, by fetting firft on foot the dif- 
pute of precedency, talked fo loud of coming to a 
battle, that Temple happened to overhear them, 
and gave immediate intdligence to the Ancients ; 
who thereupon dreiv up their Icattered troops toge- 
ther, refolving to aft upon the defenfive. Upon 
which feveral of the Moderns fled over to their par* 
ty, and among the reft Temple himfelf. This 
Temple having bden educated and long convcrfed 
among the Ancients, was of all the Modems their 
greateft favourite, and becM^ie their grcat^ cham- 
pion. 

• Things were at this crifis, when a material acci- 
dent fell o^t. For, iipon the higheft corner of a 

■• \AccOr Ji ng ta the modttn ^«r^4ox. 
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largr window, there dwelt a certain ^/^i?r, fwollea 
up to the iirii magnitude by the deftrudliOTi of in-' 
finite numbers or flies y whofe fpoils lay fcattered 
before the gates of his palace, like human bones 
befere the cave of fome giant. The avenues to Bis 
caftle were guarded with turnpikes and palifadoes, 
aU after the modern way of fortification. After 
you had pa/led feveral courts, you came to the 
centre, wherein you might behold the conftable him- 
felf in his own lodgings, which had windows front- 
ing to each avenue, and ports to fally out upon all 
occafions of prey or defence. In this manfion he 
had for fome time dwelt in peace and plenty, with- 
out danger to his per/on hj/wallcws from above, or 
to his palace by brooms from below 5 when it wa» 
the pleafure of Fortune to condufl; thither a wan- 
dering bee^ to whofe curiofity a broken pane in the 
glafs had difcovered itfclf ; and in he went; where 
expatiating a while, he at laft happened to alisht 
upon one of tlie outward walls of xhtfpiderU cita- 
del ; which yielding to the unequal weight,, funk 
down to the very foundation. Thrice he cndea* 
voured to force hb pafTage, and thrice the centre 
fhook. The ^W^r within, feeling the terrible con- 
vuUion, fuppofed at firft, that Nature was ap* 
proaching to her final difiblution ; or elfe, that 
Beelzebub^ with all bis kgionsi was come to re« 
venge the death of many thoufands of his fubjeAs, 
whom his enemv had flain and devoured. How- 
ever, he at length valiantly refolved to iflue forth 
and meet his fate. Meanwhile the bee had acquit^ 
ted himfelf of his toils, and, pofled fecurely at 
fome diflance, was employed io cleanfio^ his wings,, 
and difengaging them from the ranged remxuuita 
of the cobweb. By this time ih,tjpider was ad« 
ventured out;, when, beholding the chafms, the 
ruins, and dilapidations of his fortrefs, he was ve- 
ry near at his wit's end^ He flonned axxi fwore 
like a madmaDi aiKi Iwelkd till hi^ vc^i xt.^ ^-^ 
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burft. At length, cafting his eye upon the bee,' 
and wilSy gathering caiifes from events^ (for they 
knew each other by fight, ** A plague fplk' yon," 
faid he, •* for a- giddy fon of- a whore.. Is it yoUr 
•* with a. \sengeance, - that have made thb fitter* 
" here ? Could not you look before you, and bc' 
*• d — n'd? Do you think I have nodiing elfe to* 
** dOf (in the devil's name), but to mend and re- 
" pair after your arfe ?" ** Good words, friend,*' 
(faid the bee, having now pruned himfelf, and be-» 
** ing difpofed to droll) ; '* TU give you my hand- 
'' and word to come near your kennel no more : 
*' I. was never in Aich a confounded pickle fince I^ 
¥Pasbom/' '* Sirrah," replied the fjMder, " if it' 
" were not for breaking an old cuftom-inour fa-- 
** mily, nevfer to ftir abroad againft an enemy, 
** I fhould come and teach you better manners." 
** I pray have patience," faid the bee, " or you will-, 
" fpend your fubftance; and, for aught I lee, you 
" may^ftand in need of it all towards 'the repair of "^ 
" yourhoufe." Rogue, rogue," replied the fpidcrr 
*^ yet methinks you fhould have more refpeft to a* 
" perfon, whom all the world allows to be fo much' 
" your betters.^*" ** By my troth,'' faid the bee,. 
** the comparifon will amount to a very goodjeft; 
*• and you will do me a favour, to let me know the ? 
*' reafbns that all the world is pleafed to ufc in {o - 
*' hopefbha difpute." At thisy xhe/pider, having 
fwelled himfelf into the fize and pofture of a dif ' 
putant,. began his argument in the true fpirit of' 
controverfy, with refolution to be heartily fcurri- 
lous and angry ; to urge on his own reafons, with- 
out th« leaft regard to the anfwers or objie^tions of 
his oppofite ; and fuUy predetermined in his mind • 
againf): all convidlion. 

** Not to difparage myfelf," faid he, ''by the 
" comparifon with fuch a rafcal, what art thou 
" but a vagabond, without houfe or home, with- 
'' out ftock^Or inheritance •, bom to no poflcffion^ 
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'•* of jonr^ovifir- but a pair of wings and a* drone- 
*f pipe? Your liKclihood is an upiverfal ; plunder 
*f uponnature; afreebooteroverfieldsand gardens; 
" and, for the fake of ftealing, will rob a nettle as 
" readily as a violet. Whereas I am a domeflic a- 
** nimal, furnifhed with a native ftock within my- 
** felf. This large caftle (to fhew my improve- 
** .provements in the mathematics) is all built with 
*^ my own hands, and the materials extraAed alto- 
** gether out of my own perfon." 

"I am glad,*' anfwered the bee, " to hear you 
** grant at leaft, that I am come honeftly by my 
*1 wings and my^voice: for then, it feoms, I am 
** obliged to Heaven alone for my flights and my 
** mufie; and Providence would never Jiave be- 
** flowed on me two*fuch gifts, withouti defigning 
" them for the nobleft ends. I viiit indeed all the 
** flowers and bloflbms of the field and garden : 
'* but whatever I colleft from thence, enriches 
** myfelf, without the leaft ipjury to their beauty, 
** their fmell, or their tafte. Now, for you, and 
** your flcill in architefture and other mathematics, 
•* 1 have little to fay. In that building of yours, 
** there might, for aught I know, have been la- 
'f hour and method enough; but, by wofiil expe- 
*^ rience for us both, it is «piain, the materials are 
** naught ; and I hope you will henceforth take 
*** warning, and confider duration and matter, as * 
** well as method and art. You boaft indeed of 
'* being obliged to no other creature, but of draw- 
** ing and fpinning out all from yourfelf ; that is 
*' to fay, if we may judge of the liquor in the vcf- 
*« fel by what iflues out, you polTefs a good plenti- 
** ful ftoreof dirt and poifpn in your breaft. And 
*' though I would by no means leflTen or difparage 
^* your genuine ftock of either, yet, I doubt, you 
** are fomewhat obliged for an mcreafe of both to 
* * a little foreign afliftance. Your inherent ^ortlow 
•* of dirt docs not fail of accjuiliuoiis, \>^ twt^v^^'^^ 
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^* exhaled from below; and one infeft fumUhes 
** you with a fliare of poilbn to deftroy another. 
^* So that, in fhort, the qneftion comes all to this, 
•' Whether is the nobler being of the two, that 
** which, by a lazy contemplation of four inches 
•* round, by an overweening pride, feeding and 
** engendering on itfclf, turns all into excrement 
** and venom, producing nothing at all, but fly- 
•* bane and a cobweb ; or that, which, by an uni- 
** verfal range, with longfearch, muchftudy, true 
** judgement, and diflin^SUon of things, brings 
•* home honey and wax ?" 

This difpute was managed with fuch eagemefs, 
clamour and warmth, that the two' parties of books 
in arms below flood iilent a while, waiting in fuf- 
pence what would be the iflue. Which was not 
long undetermined : for the he, grown impatient 
at fo much lofs of time, fled ftraight away to a bed 
of rofes, without looking for a reply; and left 
the fpider like an orator colleSfed in himfelf, and 
juft prepared to burft out. 

It happened upon this emergency, that jEfop 
broke iilence iirft. He had been of late moft bar- 
baroufly treated by a ftrange effeft of the regent's 
humanity, who had torn off his title-page, forely 
defaced one half of his leaves, and chained him 
faft among a flielf of Mcderns * ; where foon dif- 
' covering how high the quarrel was like to proceed, 
he tried all his arts, and turned himfelf to a thou- 
fand forms. At length, in the borrowed Ihape of 
an afs, the regent miftook him for a Modern ; by 
which means, he had time and opportunity to c- 
fcape to the Ancients, juft when the/pider and the 
bee were entering into their conteft : to which be 
gave his attention with a world of pleafure ; and 
when it was ended, fwore in the loudcft key, that, 
in all his life, he had never known two cafes fo pa- 

i • Bcfltlcy, who denied lUt iLa\4\^\x.5 ot tIE.;o^, ««fc mcc, p. i74; 
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rallel and adapt to each other, as that in the win - 
dow, and this upon the flielves. " The dii'pu- 
" tants,** faid he, *' have admirably managed the 
" dlfpute between them, have taken in the full 
" Arcngth of ail that is to be faid on both fides, * 
" and exhauftcd the Aibftance of every argument 
** pr^and con* It is but to adjuft the rcaibninj^s of 
" ^oth to the prcfent quarrel, then to comp;irc 
*' and apply the labours and fruits of each, as the 
** tee has learnedly deduced them ; and wc. (hall 
" find the conclufion full plain and clofe upon the 
** Moderns and us. For, pray Gentlemen, was e- 
" vcr any thing fo modern as the fpidnry in his air, 
*^ his turns, and his paradoxes ? He arcues in the 
'* behalf of >(?« his brethren', andhimfelF, withma- 
" ny boaftings of his native flock, and great ge- 
*' nius ; that he fpins and fpits wholly from him- 
*^ felf, and fcorns to own any obligation or affifl- 
^ ance from without. Then he difplays to you 
" his great fkill in architefture, and unprovcmtnt 
*' in the mathematics. To all this, the he, as an 
" advocate retained by us the /indents, thinks ^*t 
** to anfwer, That if one may judge of the great 
" genius or inventions of the Mcderm, by what 
'* they have produced, you will hardly have coun- 
«* tenance to bear you out in boafling of either. 
•* Ereft yoiur fchemes with as much method and 
** fkill as you pleafe; yet if the materials be no- 
** thing but dirt, fpun out of your own intrails,* 
** (the guts of modern brains,) the editice will con- 
" elude at lafl in a cobweb ; the duration of which, 
" like that of other fpiders webs, may be imputed 
" to their being forgotten, or ncglc*5tcd, or hid in 
** a corner. For any thing elfe of genuine that 
•* the Moderns m2Ly pretend to, I cannot recolle£l; 
•* unlcfs it be a large vein, of wrangling and latirc,. 
** much of a nature and fubflance with thef/ider's 
<' poifon; which, however they pretend to C'^ 
<' wholly out of themfelves, u vcwaxowtA. V^ ^^ 
Vol. I Q^ ^' ^"^^c^^ 
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" fame art«^ by feeding ujpoo the infeSls and tw*- 
** min of the aj;e^ As 6wr t/i Ac AncUnts^ we arc 
*' cQntent; with the ^^^^ to pretend to »othin^ of 
** our own, beyond our wings and our voice ; that 
** is to fay, out flights and our languagt. For the 
" reft, whatever wc have got, has beSi by infinite 
^* labour and fearch, and raciging dirougk every 
" corner of Nature. The difference is, Aat, in- 
** (lead of dirt aad poifiin, we hare rather chofen 
*' to fill our hives with boney and vtax ; thus fur- 
'' nifhing mankind with the two noUeft of things^ 
** whicfi are, fweetnefs and ligiL" 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumult arifen a- 
mong the books ^ upon the dofe o£Ais long defcant 
of Mfop, Both parties took die hint, and height- 
ened their ammofities fo on a fudden, that they 
rcfolved it fhould come to a battle. Immediately 
the two main bodies withdrew under thdr ieveral 
eniigns, to the farther parts of the library, and 
there entered into cabak and consults upon the 
prefent emergency. The Modems were in very 
warm debates upon the choice of their Uuders : and 
nothing, lefs than the fear impending from the e- 
nemies, could have kept them from mutinies upon 
this occafion. The difference was greateft among 
the hor/e, where every private trooper pretended to 
the chief command, firom Tafib and Milton, td 
Dryden and Withers. The light horfe were com- 
manded by Cowley and Deijprcaux*. There camd 
the bowmen under their valiant leadetis, Des Cartel 
GaiTendij and Hobbes ; whofe ftrength was fuch, 
that they could Ihoot their arrows beyond the at- 
mofphere, never to fall down again, but turn, like 
that of Evander, into meteors, or, like the cafion- 
hail, mto Jiars. Paracelfus brought a fquadron of 
ftink-pot-fiingers, from the fnowy mountains of 
Rhaetia. There came a vaft body of dragoom of 

* Uoi^ commonly knowa V) ^^ iax&& oC Btakn^ 
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dldcrent nations, under the leading of Harvey, 
•heir great jiga + ; part armed with fcythes^ the * 
weapons of death ; part with lances and long knives ^ 
all fteeped ior^tf//^;f ; part fhot butiets of a: mod ma< 
lignant nature,, and iifixt ivHte ponudtTy which in- 
fallibly killed without report. There came feveral 
hodich oi heavy^armed foot, all mercenaries, under 
the enf^ns oif Guicciardine, Davila, Polydore, 
Virgil^ Buchanan, Mariana, Gamden,, and others. 
The engineers were commanded by Regiomontanus 
and Wukins.^ The reft were a confiifed multitude, 
ledbyScocufty Aquinas^ and BeHarmine ; ofmigh- 
ij bulk and ftature, but without either arms,, cou- 
rage, or difcipline. In the laft place, came infi- 
nite iwarms €d cahms ^,. a difbrdlnrly rout led hj^ 
L'Eftranges rogues and TaggamufHns, that follow 
llic camp for n^ing but the plunder $ bU without 
MMts to cover them f* 

The army of the Jncients was much fewer ip' 
number* Homer led the horft^ and Pindar the 
Ught horje ; Euclid was chief engineer ; Plato and 
Ariftotk commanded the ^mvium p^Harodotut and;. 
Livythe/tfof; Hfppocrates the dragoons \ the allies 
led by Voffius, and Temple brought up the rear. 

AU things violently tending to a dediive battle, 
Fanse, who much- frequented, and had a large a- 
partment formerly afiigned her in the regal Uhrary^ 
fled up ftrait to Jupiter, to whom (he delivered it> 
futhful account of all that pafledbetween the two 

t pr. Ht^r^, who difco^red th« circufiHofi of the Mood \ t 4if- 
^ovtry much infiiUd on l>y ibc advocatct fiw the Modernt, andotcepc- 
f^agtiuft M falfc bvSir WiUitm Tfoi|»!6^ In hif edx* p. 44. 45. 

* Cakmt, By calling this dsAirderW rout eahmt, the author ^in^ 
hotb bit-ratirt and contempt aga'nft all (brta of iqerceaary fcnblert ^ 
who writt ai^tf an eomnanded by tha laaden aad pttfont oi fed!* 
lioMi fa^fion, camiptioii, aad cfonr evU work. Thay an ^Ie4 
€0kim, huvoffi thay ara the untaeif and moft ^efpicaUa of all wri - 
\9n, at the Wfaai, whether be'ongiog to the army opprhate fami - 
ltt», wera tha aieavtt of «U flaws or iBrraiita ¥rhai(^'<t«i« 
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parties below ; for among the*Gods fhe always teRs 
tn:th. Jove, in great concern, convokes a coun- 
i\\ in the Mi/ky Way, The ienate affembled : he 
declares the occafion of convening them ; a bloody 
battle jiift impendent between two mighty armies 
of Ancient and ■U.defn creatures^ called books^ 
wherein the celeftial intereft was but too deeply 
concerned. Momus, the patron of the Moderns^ 
made an excellent fpeech in their favour ; which 
was anfwcred by Pallas, the protcftrcfs of the An- 
cients* The affembly was divided in their affec- 
tions ; when Jupiter commanded the book of Fate 
to be laid before him. Immediately were brought 
by Mercury, three large volumes in folio^ con- 
taining memoirs of all things pail, prcfcnt, and 
to come. The clafps were of filver, double gilt ; 
the covers of celcftral turkey-leather, and the paper 
fuch as here on earth might almoft pafs for vellum. 
Jupiter, having filently read the decree, would 
communicate the . import to none, but prefendy 
.'fhut up the book. 

Without the doors of this affembly, there attend- 
ed a vaft number of light, nimble gods, menial 
fervants to Jupiter. Thefe are his miniftering in- 
.ftruments in all affairs below. They travel in a ca- 
ravan, more or lefs together, and are faftencd to 
each other, like a link of galleyrilaves, by a light 
chain, which paffes fiom them to Jupiter's great 
toe. And yet, in receiving or delivering a mef- 
fage, they may never approach above the loweft 
llep of his throne, wheve he and they whifper to 
each other through a long hollow trunk. Thefc 
deities are called by mortal men, Acc'tdnts or £• 
vents ; but the gods call thetn Second Caufes* Ju- 
piter having delivered his meflage to a certain num- 
' Der of thefe divinities, they flew immediately down 
to the pinnacle of the regal library, and, confult- 
ing a few minutes, entered unfeen^ . and difpofed 
parties according to xhftw w4»<t&i . 
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Meap-whilCy Momus, fearing the worft, and call- 
ing to mind an ancient prophecy^ vrhich bore no 
very good face to his children the Mtfderns, bent 
his flight to the region of a malignant deity, called 
(^ritictfin. She dwelt on the top of a tnowy mcnm- 
tain in Nova ZttmbisL. There Momus found her 
extended in her den, upon the fpoib of number- 
lefs volumes half devoured. At her right hand fat 
Ignorancty her father and hufband, blind with age; 
at her left, Pridi^ her mother, dreffingher up in 
die fcraps of paper herfelf had torn. TThere was 
Qpinion, her fifter, light of foot, hood-winked^ 
and head-ftrong ; yet giddy, and perpetually turn- 
ing. About her • played her childroi, Noift and 
Impudence^ Dubufi and Vanity^ Pofitivenefsy Pedan^ 
try^ and Ill'manners . The goddeis herfelf had 
claws like a cat, her head, and ears, and voice, 
refembkd thofe of an o/x ; her teeth fallen out be- 
fore ; her eyes turned mward, as if Ihe looked on- 
i^,upon herfelf; l^tr diet was the overflowing of 
her own ^tf//; hcxfpleen-mzs fo large, as to ftand 
prominent like a dug of the firft rate ; nor wanted 
excrefcences in form of teats, at which ^ crew of 
ugly monfters were greedily fucking ; and, wha( 
is. wonderful to conceive, the bulk of fpken in- 
creafed fafter than the fucking coul4dhniniih it. 
*^ Goddeis," faid Momus, *' can you fit idly here, 
^* while our deVout woriQiippers, ^e Modirm, are 
** this minute entering into a cruel battle, and P^' 
^' haps now lying under the. (words of their cne^^ 
<^ mies ? Who then hereafter will ever facrifice, or 
*^ build altars to our divinities ? Hafte therefore to 
'' the Britijb iJUy and, if poffible, prevent, theif 
<^ deftm&ion; while I make faftions a^xKnig th^ 
<* gods, and gain them over to our party." 

MUnnus having thu^ delivered himfelf , 9a^ pot 
for an anfwef , Imt left the gpddeif to her own re^ 
fentment. Up ihe rofe in a rage ; and, as it ia 
the form upon fuch occa&onS) \>e^tk.^ Ssi^ikyQtis^ 
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** It IS I,*' (faid fhe)*who give wifdom to infants 
" and idiots ; 1^ me chiklren grow wifer than 
" their parents ; by me beaux become politicians, 
'* and fchocl'boys judges of philofophy ; by me fo- 
'* phifters debate, and conchide upon the depths 
'* of knowledge; and coiFcehoufe wits, inftinft by 
** me, can corredt an author's ftyle, and difplay 
" his minuteft errors, without underllanding a iyl- 
" lable of his matter or his language ; by me ftrip- 
•* lings fpend their judgement, as they do their e- 
" Itate, before it comes into their hands. It is I 
" who h:ive depofed Wit and Knowledge from 
*^ their empire over Poetry ^ and advanced myfelf 
** in their Iteail. And Ihall a few upflart y^ncients 

•* daie op^jofe me ? But come, my aged pa- 

" rents, and you my children dear, and thou, my 
* ' beauteous iifter ; let us afcend my chariot, and 
" hafte to aflift our devout Moderns y who are now 
•* facrificing to us a hecatomb ^ as I perceive by that 
** grateful fmell, which from thence reaches my 
** noftrils." 

The goddefs and her train, having mounted the 
chariot, which was drawn by tame geefe, flew over 
infinite regions, ihedding her influence in due pla- 
ces, till at length Ihe arrived at her beloved iflaud 
of Britain. But, in hovering over its metropolis, 
what bleffings did Ihe not let fall upon her femina- 
ries of Grefliam and Covent-garden * ? And now 
ihe reached the fatal plain of St. James's library, at 
what time the two armies were upon the point to 
engage; where entering with all her caravan un- 
feen, and landing upon a cafe of fhelves, now de- 
fert. but once inhabited by a colony of viriuofo's, 
ihe ftaid a while to obfervc the pofture of both ar- 
mies. 

• -But here the tenfter cares of a mother began to 
fill her thoughts, and move in her breoft. For, 

• Seethe nates, p. 51. 
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at the head of a troop of Modern bowmen, fhe caft 
her eyes upon her fon Wotton 5 to whom the 
Fates had afligned a very fhort thread ; Wotton, a 
young hero, whom an unknown fethcr of mortal 
race begot by ftolen embraces with this goddefs* 
He was the darling of his mother, above all her 
children ; and flie refolved to go and comfort him. 
But firft, according to the good old cuftom of dei- 
ties, fhe caft about to change her ihape ; for fear 
the divinity of her countenance might dazzle his 
mortal fight, and overcharge the reft of his fenfes. 
She therefore gathered up her perfon into an o£ia* 
vo compafs. Her body grew white and arid, and 
fplit in pieces with drynefs ; the thick turned into 
pafteboard^ and the thin into paper ; upon which ^ 
her parents and children artfully ftrewed a black 
juice or decodlion of gall and foot, in form of let- 
ters ; her head, and voice, and fpleen, kept theif 
primitive form ; and that which before was a co- 
ver of flcin, did ftill continue fo. In this guife, 
ihe marched on towards the Moderns^ undiftin- 
guifhable in fhape and drefs from the divine Battley^ 
Wotton's deareft friend. *' Brave Wotton,'* faid 
the goddefs, ** Why do our troops ftand idle here, 
" to Ipend their prefcnt vigour, and opportunity 
«* of this day? Away, let us hafte to the generals, 
•* andadvife to give the onfct immediately.". Ha- 
ving fpoke thus, fhe took the uglieft of her mon- 
fters, full glutted £iv9m her fpleen, and flung it in- 
▼ifibly into his mouth ; which iiying ftraight up in- 
to his head, fqueezfd out his eye-bails, gave him 
a diftorted lOolr, and half avertufned his brain. 
Then fhe privately' ordered two of her beloved 
children, Dulnefs and lU-Tnanners^ clofely to attend 
his perfon in all encounters. Having thus accou- 
tred him; fhe vanifhed in a mift ; and the hero per- 
ceived it was the goddefs his mother. 

The deflined hour of fete being now arrv^^d, >&vi. 
fight began ; whereof, before 1 d^oce. ?ANt.\^^xk'^^ "^ 
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make a partkualr defcription, I muft, after the ex* 
ample of other authors, petition for a hundred 
tongues, and mouths, and hands, and pens ; which 
vould all be too little to perform fo immenfe a 
^vork. Sayv goddeft, that prefideft over hiftory, 
who it was that firft adyanced in die field of battle, 
Paracelfus, at the head of his tkagoMs, obferring 
Galen in the adverie wing, darted his javelin with 

• mighty force ; whidi the brave Jnciint receive 
<qKm his ihidd, the point breaking in the fecond 

£pid. •♦♦•♦*♦#- 

f % # # ♦ • « ^»'. 

Thej bore the wounded Jga f on iheir ihiekls to 
hit chariot. • ♦ » • i^ • 

• # « • ^ « • -^^>»^ 
« « « # ^ • # mfmuOa. 

Then Ariftode oUerving Bacon advance with a 
iiiiions mien, drew bis bow to the head, and let 
fly his arrow ; wluch mified the valiant Modern^ and 
went hizzing aver his head. ButDet Cartes it hit; 
^Pie fteel point quickly found a d^feif in his ieaJ- 
fiici ; it pierced the leather and pafteboard, and 
went in at his right eye. The torture of the pain 
whiiied the valiant bowman sound, till deadi, like 
a fbr of fuperior influence, dsew him into his own 
mrtix. ♦♦♦♦••♦ 

• • t # f f fngens btatus 
f # « f f • iif in MS» 
when H<»ner appeared at the head of the cavalry, 

f Dr. Himjr. See tbe aott, p. iti. It w« act thoQ^t fra- 
per to Bame bit antagooift, but only to intimtte |hi^ he «rat mmidf 
ei. Otker flQto4er99 fn ^ti hf ^« IM^Ma ftl^ foUowi, piobaUy 
^Msailu leaibns. 
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mounted on a 'furious horfe, with difficulty ma- 
naged by the rider himfelf, but which no other 
mortal durft approach. He rode among the ene- 
my's ranks, and bore down all before him. Say, 
goddefs whom he flew firft, and whom he flew laft. 
Firft, Gondibert * advanced again ft him, clad in 
heavy armour, and moimted on a ftaid fdber geld- 
ing, not fo famed for his fpced, as his docility in 
kneeling, whenever his rider wouM mount or a- 
light. He had made a vow to Pallas, that he 
would never leave the field, till he had fpoiled Ho- 
mer of his armour * ; madman, who had never 
onctfeen the wearer, nor underftood his ftrengthl 
Him Homer overthrew, horfe and man, to the 
ground, there to be trampled and choked in the 
dirt. Then, with a long fpear, he flewDcnham^ 
a ftout Modern ; who, from his father's fide, de- 
rived his lineage from ApoUp, but his mother; was 
of mortal race f. He fell, and bit the earth. The 
celeftial part Apollo took, and made it a ftar ; but 
the teyreftrial lay wallowing upon the ground. 
Then Homer fle^v Wefley J, with a kick of W$ 
horfe's heel. He took Perault, by mighty fo^cA 
out of his faddle ; then hurled him it R>nteiidlcfi 
with the fame blow daihing out bpth' their tiralt^sr; "^ 
On the left wing of the horfe, Virgil ' appeariiflj 
in fliining armour, cortipletely ntted to!liis body; 
He was mounted on dapple-grey, jftced, tlie floJir* 
nefs of whofe pace was ' an effeA. of the highcft 
mettle .and vigour. He caft his eye On jthc adV^rfc 
wing, With a defire to fitrd an objeft.wotthy of his 
valour ; when, biehold, upon kftln'el gelding' df a 

"■A 

* * An heroic p«em hy. Sir WiUiam Dtvenant, in flanyas of fow 
Unet. 

• Vide Homer. 
... + Sir John I>ciiji«n'8 poems tte very tncqualli extremely goo4| 
and very indifferent $ fo that his detradtors faid, he was not the real 
author of Cooptr'z HUL 

X Mr. Wefley, who wrote lbel.\Cfe olC^A&X^-^^tfc^^c. 
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moni^eus fize, appeared a foe^ ifluang from a- 
xnong the thickeft of the enemy's Iquadron'; but 
his fpeed was lefs thaa has noiie ; for his liorfe, old 
and lean^ i'pent the dregs of his ftrength in a high 
trot; which, though it made flow acSi^ances^ yet 
caufed a loud cla&ing of his armour^ terrible to 
hear. The two cavaliers had now approached 
within the throw of a lance ; when the ftranger de» 
fired a parley, and lifting up the vizor of his hel- 
met, a race hardly appeased fcom within ; whkh,, 
.after a paufe, was known for that of the renownecf 
J^ryden.. 'Ilie brave AncUnt iuddenly ftarted, as^ 
iDne poflcfled witb furpriJe and difappoimment to- 
^e^hcr ; for the hehnet was nine times^ toalarge for 
Uit head'; which smpeared ikuate &r m the Under 
jmrt, evenlike tbe lady m a k>bfter, or like a moufe- 
limder a canopy of ftate, or like aihrivdHed beau« 
from withia the pent-houfe of a mddem periwig :- 
jfl^od the voice was iuited to the vlfage^ founding 
weak and remote. Dryden, ixi a tong harangue, 
finoothed up die good Ancient^ called him Father y 
and, by a large £duAion of ge&ealogies made it 
lAunly appear tHat they were nearly rekted. Thenr 
lie humbly propofed an exchange of armour, as a 
laftii^ utarkxtt hofpit^ty between thpn. Virgil 
noalentfcfc. {foot the goddefi Diffidgnce^ caanc unieen,. 
ap4 ca^ a mift before his eyes>) though his was of 
ipU^ aad coft a hiindve(}J>8^ves %.the odiier'sbur 
fkfroiWiroo. Ifowever^. th^glUtennganiiaiirbe<> 
idame tKe Jkbdkru jet worfir than his owa.. Then 
t^ey agrited to caur&it^e hories ; ifac when it ca«ic 
to the n-ialf^ ]pyrj4c«i.wa»afra]dt a^druticrly unablf 
to mounts !►'«♦#♦•#' 
a ♦ •- ♦. ♦ a ^ AtA L2 

• • # «• • • t^sinMS. 

t* #^ a a 4k hoicuk.mffnaptimpoiL 
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a fiery horfe, of admirable fliape, but kcad-ftrong, 
bearing the rider where he lift, over the field. He 
made a mighty (laughter among the enemy's hoHe ; 
v^hich deftruAion to ftop, Blackmore, a famous 
Modern^ (but one of the nufrcenaries,) ftrcnoufly 
oppofed himfelf, and darted his jayelin with a 
ilrong hand, which falling fhortof its mark, ftruck 
deep in the earth. Then Lucan threw a lance ; 
but .ZEfculapius came unfeen, and turned off the 
point f. ** Brave Modern^" (aid Lucan, ** I per- 
** ceive fome god prote^b you ; for never did my 
** arm (b deceive me before. But what mortal can 
^* contend with a god? Therefore let us fight nd 
** longer, Init prefent gifts to each other.** Lucait 
then beflowed the Modern a pair of fpurs^ and 
Blackmore gave Lucan a bridle, * • * 

» # • • » # • A^'- 

Creech : But the godde(s Dullnefs took a cloud, 
formed into the fiiape of Horace, armed and 
mounted, and placed it in a flying pofhire be- 
fore him. dad was the cavalier to begin a com^ 
bat with a flying foe, and puHued the image, 
threatening loud ; till at la(l it led him to the 
peace&l bower of his father Ogleby ; by whom 
lie was difarmed, and affigned to his repofe. 

Then Pindar (lew — — , and — — , and Oldham, 
and — — , and Afira the Amazon *, light of foot ; 
never advancing in a dire£t line, but wheeling with 
incredible agility imd force, he made a terriUe 
flaughter among the enemy's Kght horfe. Him when 
Cowley obferved, his generous heart burnt within 
him, and he advanced againft the fierce jincient^ 
imitating his addrefs, his pace and career, as well 
as the vigour of his horfe, and his own (kill would 

+ His fkill as a pByfician ateoed for his diilfktC% ^% <)k'^^X-. 

• Mrs. Afira Bchji, author oi mui'j ^U^^» i»w^%» ^'cA '^^c.*:^. 
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allo^. When the two cavaliers had approached 
widiin the kngth of three javelins ; firft Cowley 
tlirew a lance, which mifled Pindar, and pafSng 
into the enemy's ranks, fell inefifeftual to the 
ground. Then Pindar darted a javelin, fo large 
and weighty, ^ that fcarce a dozen cavaliers^ as 
eavalierf are in our degenerate days, could raife it 
£rom the ground ; yet he dire>v it with eafe, and it 
went, by an unerring hand, finging through the 
air ; nor could the Modern have avoided prefent 
death, if he had not luckily oppofed the ftiield that 
had been given him by Venus \, And now both 
heroes drew their fwords. But the Modern was fo 
aghaft and difordered, that he knew not where he 
was; his (hielddropt from his hands; tlirice he fled, 
and thrice he could not efcape. At laft he turn- 
ed, and, lifting up his hands in the pofture of a 
ftippliant, " Godlike Pindar," faid he, '* fparc 
*' my life, and poffefs my horfe, with thefe arms, 
*' befides the ranfom which my friends will give, 
** when they hear I am alive, and your prifoner." 
** Dog," faid Pindar, ** let your ranfom flay 
^* with your friends : But your carcafe fliall be left 
** for the fowls of the air, and the betifts of the 
*^ field.'' With that, he raifed his fword, and, 
with a mighty ftroke, cleft the wretched Modern in 
twain, the fword purfuing the blow ;. and one half 
lay parting on the ground, to be trod in pieces by 
the horfes feet, the other half was borne by the 
frighted fteed through the field. This Venus 
took *, walhcd it feven times in amh-ofui ; then 
ft ruck it thrice with a fprig oi amaranth \ upon 

f His poem called the Mlflicfs, 

♦ I do nor apprcvK the author's jugment in thisj for I think Cow- 
IcyV Pindarics are rrach j»- fcrable to his Mijirejn, 

I. may however be coi.fiJe:ed, that Cowley's Pindarics were but 
copies, of>A.hich Pindar was ihe original. Before Piidir, tbereforCy 
his Pindarics might f»ll i and his il^/j/?;r/i bcprefeivcd, as properly 
h.t own, 

which 
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urhichthe leather grewround and fofty and the leayet 
turned into feathers ; and ' bemg gilded before^ 
continued gilded ftill ; fo it became a dxive; and 
fhe harnelled it to her chariot. * * ' * 

♦ • # # # -. r » 

• • • • » ' Hiatus vaUe 

^ # » • # deflendus in MS. , 

Day being far fpcnt, and the numerous forces o£ 
the Moderns half inclining to a retreat, there iffiied . 
forth from a fauadron of their heavyarmed fiot f ; 
a captain, whole name was Bentley ; the moft de- 
formed of all the Moderns ; tall, but without fhape 
or comelinefs ; large, but without ftrength or pro- 

{)ortioii. His armour was patched up of a thou- 
and incoherent pieces ; and the found of it as he 
marched was loud and dry, like that made by the 
fall of a flieet of lead, which an Etejian wind blows 
fuddenly down from the roof of fome fteeple. His 
helmet was of old iiifty iron ; but the vizor was 
brafs, which, tainted by his breath, corrupted into 
copperas, nor wanted gall from the fame fountain ; 
lb that, whenever provoked by anger or labour, an 
atramentous Quality of moft malignant nature was 
feen to diftil hrom his lips. In his right hand he 
grafped a flail J, and (that he might never be un- 
provided of an offenjive weapon) a veffel full of or- 
d!ur^ in his left. Thus completely armed, he ad- 
vanced with a flow and heavy pace, where the Mo* 
dern chiefs were holding a confult upon the fum of 
things ; who, as he came onwards, laughed to be- 
hold his crooked leg and hump flioulder, which his 

t The epsfode of Bentley and Wotton. 

^stheaccoQotof the battle of the books is an allegorical repre« 
fcnutMMi «f Sir William Temple's eflay, in which the Ancients 
are oppofi;d to the Moderns, the accoont of Bentley and Wotton i» 
called an epifode, and their inuufion reprefented at an undiV 
a£lioil. 

1 The perioo here fpoken of, is famons for Uttiac fly at every 

dy without diftia^oo, and wfint meao and tol^^^^SfCi^^.^ 



body 



Vol.!. R >«* 



fmif^ tQ §»p^mi^ mi expofe. T^ne general^ 
iiiMleHiife.of'luiP-^his lalent of railing; whkh, 
-kept within gov^Ffimenty proved frequently of 
great ferrice to their caufe ; but at other times did 
tnore udfchief than good; for at the leafi touch of 
ofencCy and often without any at ^11, he would, 
JUke a ixnounded elephant, donvert.it againft his lead- 

El, Such* at this junAurey wad the difpofidon of 
ntlcy, grieved to fee the enemy prevail, and dif 
ifati&fied .with every body's condu^ but his own. 
He humbly gave the Modern generals to underftand, 
feat he conceived, with great fubmiflion, they were 
iall a pack of rogues, and fools, and fens of v/iores, 
^nd d-^n^d c&wardsy ^nd confounded logger rheads and 
illiterate vjielpSy and nonfenjical fcoundrels \ that if 
iumfelf had been conftitutea general, thofe prefump^ 
tuous dogs ** the Ancie^itSy would long before this 
have been beaten out of the field. ** You," faid 
he, " fit here idle; but when I, or any other va- 
•* liant Modern, kill an enemy, you are fure to 
**:feize tlie fpoil. But I will not march one foot 
*^ againft the foe, till you all fwear to me, that 
** Whomever I t^^e or till, his arftis I ihall quied^ 
** poflHs." Bendy having fpoken thus, Scaliger 
beftowing him a four look, '* Mifcrcant prater," 
faid he, ** eloquent only in thine own q^es, thou 
** raileft without wit, or truth, or difcredon. 
^* The nx^lignity of thy temper perverteth nature, 
** thy learning makes thee more barbarous ; thy 
" Ibidy of humanity more inhuman; thy converilc 
** among poets, more grovelling, miry, and duB. 
** All arts of civilizing • others, render thee rude 
** ^nd untradfable *, courts have taught thee ill man* 
*' ners, and polite converiation has finiihed thee % 
•* pedant. Befides, a greater coward burdeneth 
*• not the army. But never defpond ; I pals my 

# Via. Htfner.^Tfanfitc^ 

** word. 
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^* word, whatcrtf fpoil thou takeft fhall certaihljf 
^' be thy own*; theugh^.I hope, that vile carcafe 
^ will firft bttcoine a prey to kites and worms." 

Bentley dturft nor reply ; but' half choked with 
spleen and rage, widldx^ew in full rcfolution of per- 
ferming fome great atchkvement- With him, for 
hisr aid and oottipank)n, he took his beloved Wot* 
ton; refolraxr, hf policy or (urpriie, to attempt 
feme ne^e£lea(]^kputi^er of die Anc&nts army. They 
begian their march: over carcafes of their llaugbter» 
ed friends ; then to the right of their own mces ; 
then wheeled northward, till the^ came to Aldro- 
vandus'A tomb; which they, pafied on the fide of 
declining fun. And now they arrived with fear 
towards the enemy's out-guards ; looking about, if 
haply they might fpy the quarters of the wounded^ 
or fome Ibraggling fleepers^ unarmed, and raiiose 
from the reft» As when two nmngrel enrsi, whom 
native greedinefs and domejiic vfant^ proVokc and 
join in partnerfliip, though fearful, nightly to in- 
vade the folds of fome rich grazier ; they, with 
tails deprefled, and lolling tongues, creep toft and 
flow : mean wlule, the confoous moon, now iii her 
Ziniti,. on dieir guilty heads darts perpendicular 
rays ; nor dare th^ bark, though much pirovoked* 
at her refulgent viiage, whether feen in puddle by 
reflefiion, or in fjphere direA ; but one furveys the 
region round, while t'other icouts the plain, if 
haply to dtfcover^, at diftance from the flock, fome 
carcafi hal^ devoured, the refufe of gorged wolvesi 
or ominous ravens • fo marched this lovely, loving 
pair of friends, nor with lefs fear and circumfpieo- 
tion ; when, at diflance,. they might perceive two 
fhining fuits.of armour,, hanging upon an oak, 
and the owners not far off in a profound ilbep. 
ITie two friends drew lots; and the purfuing Of 
this adventure fell to Bentley;. On he went, and 
in his van Conjitfioti and ArndtCy while Kofror tod 
/Affright brought up the rear* iiA Yit c«ft\^ x«a«% 
R 2 Vst^asJ^ 
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behold two heroes of the Ancients anny» Phalaris 
and .£fopy lay faft afleep. Bendey vrould fain 
have difpiatched them bodi; and, ftealing clofe^ 
aimed his flail at Phalaris's breaft. But then the 
goddefs /(fright interpofing, caught the MuUm in 
her icy armSy and dragged him from the danger 
flie forefaw ; both the dormant heroes happened to 
turn at the fame inftant, though foundly ileeping 
and bufy in a dream. * For IRialaris was juft that 
minute dreaming, how a moft vile poetafier had 
lampooned him, and how he had got hixa roaring 
in his bull. And j3E£o^ dreamed, that as he and 
the Andmt chiefs were lying .on the ground, a wild 
afs broke loofe, ran about trampling and kicking, 
smd dunging in their fsices. Bentley leaving the 
two heroes afleep, feized on both their armours> 
and withdrew in queft pf his darling Wotton*. 

He, in the mead time, had wandered long in 
fearch of f<»ne enterprife, till at length he arrived 
at a finall rivulet y that ifiued/rom a fbimtain hard 
by, .caUcd, in the language oiF mortal men, Helicen. 
Here he flopped, and parched with thirft, refolved 
to allay it in this limpid' ft ream. Thrice with pro- 
fane hands he cflayed to raife the water to his lips^ 
and thrice it flipped all through his fingers. Then 
he ftooped prone on his breaft ; but ere his mouth 
had kified the liquid cryftal, Apollo came, and in 
the channel held his Jhield betwixt the Modern and 
the fountain, fo that he drew up nothing but mad. 
Tor althou^ no fountain on earth can compare 
with the cleamefs of Helicon^ yet there lies at bot- 
tom a thick fediment oi JUme and mud*y for fo Ap- 
polio begged of Jupiter, as a punifliment to thofe 
who durft attempt to tafte it with unhallowed lips, 
and for a leflbn to all, not to drai\) too deepy or far 
from the ff ring. 

• This IS according to Homer, wli» tells the dreams of thofe who 
WW killed in their Uccj, 

At 
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At the fountain-head> 'Wdcton^dUccTned'twd he- 
roes. The one he could aOt dLiftinguifli ; but the 
other was foon known for TctSai^^ general of the 
allies to the Ancients. H»- Vacl^ was ttimcd^ and 
he was employed m drlnkSiig largo draughts in his 
helmet, from the fountaiiiy where he had with- 
drawn himfetf to reft firort the toils of the war. 
Wotton^ obferving him, iiHth qiiakinff knees and 
trembling hands, fpoke thus to hirtifelf. " Oh, 
** that I could kill this deftroyer^ df our army. ! 
** What renown fhould V purcha(e among the 
" chiefe ? But to iflue out againft him, man againft 
*' man, fhield againft fliield, and lance againft 
•* lahce t, whiit Modern of us dare ? For he fights 
** like a god, and Pallas or Apollo are cvct' at hi* 
•' elbow. But, Ohi mother! if what Fame reports 
" be true, that I am the fon of fo great ago'ddefs; 
** grant me to hit Temple with this lance,. thaJt th^ 
'• ftrokc nlay, ftnd him to hell, and that I mky pfit- 
•• turn in fafety atld triumjA, laden with his fpoils.'* 
The firft part of this prayer the godi graiited> itt 
Ae Ltiterccffion ofhlsfwd/Arr, and of Motntis ; b<i€ 
the reft, by a pervirfc^ wind ferit from Fate\ was fta'^ 
tared' in the air, T^ich Wdttori grafped his lance; 
and brandilhing'it thrlte dVcr his head, dirted it 
with all Hii might'; tbt goddefs^his-tft^iher, at the 
femetirac^ afdding^ftiltegtfito'his anil. AWayth« 
lance went HifflhgJ aifd'itSEtched even to the belt'df 
the averted»^^dhif ; ii|W^^ Hghtly. gt^flg it 

fell to thegrohtfdi Tcmi^e^ neither felt thtwea^fl 
touch hiift> dorbekjfd'itfi^. AndlVbttoft mfigfat 
have efcaped to his army, widi the honour of hav- 
ing emittedldsrlsuceagldiift^illgre^ a leader, \fn- 
revenged; but AppOo^ienf^ieatllat a Javelin 
by the affiftance of fo foul a goddefs, ihouldpoUute 

his fountain, put dn Ae flls^df' , aiidfoftly 

came td ydtngBoylCy^wlio thea atcdfli|i^<dTemp' 

i* Vid, Ilofflcrt 
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pie : he pointed firft to the lancci then to the di- 
ftant Modem' ibsLt flung it^ and commanded the 
young hero to take unmediate revenge. Boyle» 
clad in a fuit of armour which had been given him 
by aUthegodi *, immediately advanced againft the 
trembling foe, who now fled before him. As a 
young lion in the Libyan plains, or Araby Defert, 
fent by his aged fire to hunt for prey, or health, or 
exercife ; he fcours along, wifliing to meet fome ty- 
ger from the mountains, or a furious boar ; if 
chance a wild afs^ with braying importune affronts 
his ear ; the generous besift, though loathing to 
diftain his claws with blood fo vile, yet much pro- 
voked at the offenfive noife ; which Echo^ foolifli 
nymph, Hke her iU^judgingfex^ repeats much loud- 
er, and with more delight than Philomela's fbng ; 
he vindicates the honour of the fbreft, and hunts 
the noify lons-ear'd animal: foWotton fled, fb 
Boyle purfued. But Wotton, heavy-armed, and 
flow of foot, began to flack his coune ; when his 
lover Bentley appeared, returning laden with the 
^ils of the two fleeping Ancients. Boyle obferved 
lim well; and foon dHcovering the helmet and 
fliield of Phalaris his friend, both which he had 
lately, with his own hands, new poliflied and gilt ; 
rage fparkled in his eves ; and leaving his purfuit 
after Wotton, he funoufly rufiied on againft this 
iiew approacher. Fain would he be revenged on 
both ; but both now fled different ways. And as 
a woman in a litde houfe, that gets a . painful live- 
lihood by fpinning * ; if chance her geeft be fcat- 

• Boyk was aflifted in this difpiite by Dean Aldrich, Dr. AttCT' 
Inry, Atterwardt Biiho^ of Rocbefter, and otber perfons at Oiford, 
cckbrated for their gemus and dieir learotiig, then called the Cbrtjt" . 

* Thit is alfo after the manner of Homer; the womao*s ^tting 
■ painful livelihood by fpinning^ has nothing to do with the fimilitude, 
aor would be ezca&blc without fAch ao aathority. 

Via. Homer, 
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tered o'er the common, ftie courfcs round the plaidi 
from fide to fide, compelling here and there the 
ftragglers to the flock ; they cackle lond, and flut- 
ter o'er the champaign : fo Boyle purfued, fo fled 
this pair of friends. Finding at length their flight 
was vain, they bravely joined » and drew themfelves 
in phalanx. Firft, Bentley threw afpearwith all 
his force, hoping to pierce the enemy's breaft. But 
Pallas came unfeen, and in the air took off the 
point, and clapped on one of kad; which, after a 
dead bang againfl the enemy's fhield, fell blunted 
tothegroimd. Then Bovle, obferving well his 
time, took up a lance of wondrous length and 
fharpnefs ; and as this pair of friends compaAed, 
flood clofe fide to fide, he wheeled him to the right, 
and,'with \mufiial force, darted the weapon. Bent'* 
ley faw his fate approach ; and flanking down his 
arms clofe to his ribs, hoping to fave his body ; in 
went the point pafluig through arm and fide : nor 
fiopt or fpent its force, till it had alfo pierced the 
valiant w otton ; who going to fuftaln his dying 
iEriend, fliared his fate. As when a Ikilful cook 
has trufl!ed a brace of woodcocks^ he^ with iron ikew- 
er, pierces the tender fides of both, their legs and 
inrings cloie pinioned to their ribs : fo was tlus pair 
of friends transfixed, till down they fell, joined in 
their lives, joined in their deaths ; fa clofely join- 
ed, that Charon would miflake them both for one, 
and waft them over the Styx for half his fare* 
Farewel, beloved^ loving pair; few equals have 
you left behind : and happy and immortal ihall 
you be, if all my wit and eloquence can make 
you. 
^ndnow, * ♦ ♦ # ♦ • 

# • • # # # • 

• ♦ # # # • • 

* * J * Difunt catera. 
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A DISCOURSE concerning the MECHA^ 
NIC AL OPERATION of the SPIRIT^ 

la a LETTEit to a BmENfii 

A FRAGMENT. 

?«XXXXXXXXXXX>0<XXXXXXXXXXXX58f 

The BooK$ELLER's Advisrtibembnt; 

•T^HE fbllotring difcourfe came into my hand^-- 
* pcrfrft arid entire. Bur there being fevcral 
diings in it which' die prefcnt age wotild*not very^ 
well bear, I kept it by me feme Vjcars, rcfolving it 
fhould never fee the light,. At lengthy by the ad- 
vice and affiftanceof a judicions fricndiJrttrench- 
ed thofe parts that might give moil ofibnce, and^ 
havenow ventured to publiih the tiemainder. Con* 
cemiiig the anthor» I atn-\v}iolly ignorant; neither- 
e^xt I conjcAhre^ whether it be thcriame with that 
of thetwo^foregoi^piecesr;: the original' having 
been fent^me at-a dinmnt timei and" in a dlfiercnt 
httnd. l3ie learned'readet wiQ' better detetmihe j 
to whoic judgmental entirely fubnnt it; 




J... 20,-] . - 

A Discourse concerning the Mechanical 
Opbkation of ihc SPIRIT ♦. 

For T. M. Efyt ^ at hU eiamhert in the academy €f 
the Beaux-efpriU in New England. 

SIR, 

IT is now a good while fince I have Had in my 
head fomcthing, not only v^iy material, but 
abfolutely nccdTary to my health, that the 
world ihovdd be informed in. For, to tell yon a 
fecret, I am aUe to cwtain it no longer. However^ 
X have been perplexed for fome time, to refolve 
what would be the moft proper form to fend it a- 
broad in. To which end, I have been three days 
courfing thr^gh Wcftminfter-halT, and St. Paurs 
church-yard, and Flect-ftrcet, to perufc 7iV/f j ; and 
I do not find any which holds fo general a vogue, 
as that of A letter ta a friends Nothing is more 

* This diftoorfe is not aftogether equal to the former, the heft 
parts of it being onittted. Whether the bookfeller*s accoant he true, 
-chat he durft not print the reft, t know not s n«f indtvd is it ea^ to 
' determine, whether he may be relied on in any thing he ftys of tbify 
or the former treatiiiBs, only ts to the time they were writ ia t 
v'hich, howcrer, i^pcart more from the difcooriea themiSBho, thu 
Jiis relation. 

This difcoorfe is a fatire againft cnthvfiaihi, and tkofe affe^ed \m» 
fpirations, which conftantly be^n la foDy, andTeiy often end in vice* 
In this tieatife, the tnthor liadi rerelled in too ficentsons ft Tein of 
farcafm : many of his ideaa are nanfeow, kmt are indecent^ tn4 
others hate an irreligioas tendency. Nor is the ^ecc it£eJf 'equal In 
wit and humour, either to 7ke W$ rf m Tttkf or T^M Baitk •/ th$ 
Books, I (honld conftantly chnfe rather to praii^ than to arraign any 
pa.t of Swift!f writing! : hot in thoTe traAa where he tries to m^t 
ns uneaf;^ with oorielvqj^ and unhappy in onr-^refent csifteace^ <kne 
i ir.uft yield him op entirely to cennice. Orrery^ 

f Suppofed to he Col. Hanter, 
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common than to meet with, long epiftles addreflecL 
t# pevibfi» andLp&cet^ where,. at &ft.thinkmg, one 
. would be apt to imagine it not altogether fo necef- 
(ary or convenient ; fuch as, a neighbour at next' 
dpoTy a mart at enemy y eLperfeSffttunger^ otaperfon 
rf qtioRtf in the eloudk ; atia thefe upon ful]je£b, in^ 
appearance, the leaft proper for conveTance by the 

g&'i asi Iwng Jehemer mplnl^pkyy tbnrk and won^ 
'fiilmji^^et rffiatfy lahfriciu differtarions in cri^ 
ticifn and piilifipfy, advice to parUamentSi and the 
like. 

Nov^, Sip, toproceed after the method in pre* 
ttsBH-mactx (for, let me fay what I will to the con- 
trarj!^, t am afraid you will puUifli this letter^ as. 
£>oa as ever it comes to your hand) : L defire you 
wift be nef ypitneis to the world,^ ho^w cavdefs and 
fi]d4en a fcrabble it h^-boen ; ^t it was but ye^ 
fterday, wlien you and I begaaaccidi^ntally to feU- 
into diicourfe onthis matter; that I was not very 
well when w€,parted ; that the poft is-in fuch hafte, 
I have had no manner of time to dlgeft it into or- 
der, or correct the fiyle ; and if any dthep modern, 
excuses, for. hafle and negligence, fkafl- occur to 
you in reacHiig, I beg you to infert them^ futh* 
i^y promifing they (hall be thankfully* acknow* 
ledged. 

•Rray, Sif^ inyour neitt lettorto Ae/^d^ttoif T;ir«- 
fttg/f, do me the fivour to'-prefent' mrlitttnble fcr- 
vice to that ifiu&rious- lioc^ ; and a3ure them, I 
(half: fend^an accosant of ikf>{t pMnornena, as fool^ 
as we caii cfetextaSrke f£ieid; at G^df^th^ 

I ha;ve not hact a line ffom the literati oi Tobin- 
ambott- thefis three lafb ordinaries. 

JtrsA niowi Sir, having difpatched what I had to 
fay of forms, or of bulincfs, let me intreat you. 
will fuffer me to proceed' upon my fubjeft"; and to 
Mt^dkm me, if S make no forthefufe of die cpifto-- 
iary ftyle, till I come to conclude. 
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^T IS recorded of Mahomet, that, upon a vifit he 
^ was going to pay inParadife, he had an offer of 
ieveral vehicles to condu£): him upwards ; as fierf 
jchariotSy winged horfes, and celeitial fedans : but 
•he refiifed them all, and would be borne to heaven 
upon nothing but his a/s. Now, this inclination of 
cMlahomet, as fingular as it feems, hath been £nce 
i taken up by a great number of devout Chrjftians^ 
and doubtlefs with very good reafon. For fincc 
that Arabian is known to have borrowed a moietf 
of his religious fyflem from the Chriftian faith, it is 
but juft he fhould pay reprifals to fuch as would 
challenge them ; wherein the good people of £n]g- 
land, to do them all right, have not been back- 
ward. For though there is not any other nation 
in the world fo plentifully provided with carriages 
for that journey, either as to fafety or eafe ; yet 
there are abundance of us, who will not be fatis- 
fied with any other machine, befides this of Ma- 
homet. 

For my own part, I muft confefs to bear a very 
lingular refpeA to this animal, by whom I take hu- 
man nature to be mod admirably held forth in all 
,its qualities as well as operations : and therefore, 
whatever in. my Ihxall reading occurs concerning 
this our fellow-creature, I do never fail to fet it 
down by way of common-place ; and when I have 
occafion to write upon human reafon, politics, elo- 
quence, or knowledge, I lay my memorandums be- 
fore me, and infert them with a wonderful facility 
of application. However, among all the qualifi- 
cations afcribed to this difUngiufh^d brute, by an- 
ciei^t or modern authors, I cannot remember this 
talent, of bearing his rider to heaveu^ b:^\^^T^xfL- 
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corded for a part of hU chara£ber, accept in tke 
two examples mentioned already ; therefore I con- 
ceive the methods of this art to be a point of ufcfiil 
knowledge in very few hands, and which the learn- 
ed wjjjrld would gladly be better informed in : this 
is what I have undertaken to perform in the follow- 
ing difcourfe. For towards the operation already 
mentioned, many peculiar properties are required, 
both in the rider and the aji ; which I fhall endea- 
vour to fet in as clear a light as I can. 

But, becaufe I am refolved, by all means, to avoid 
giving offence to any party whatever, I will leave oflF 
difcourfing fo clofely to the letter as I have hitherto 
done, and go on for the fixture by way of allegory, 
though in fuch a manner, that the judicious reader 
may3 without much ftraining, make his applica- 
tions, as often as he fhall think fit. Therefore, 
if you pleafe, from hence forward, inftead of the 
term afsy we fliall make ufe oi giftedy or enlightened 
teacher • and the word rider y we will exchange for 
that oi fanatic auditory ^ or any other denomination 
of the like import. Having fettled this weighty 
point, the great fubjeft of inquiry before us is, to 
examine by what methods this teacher arrives at his 
gifts J or fpirity or light ; and by what intercourfc 
between him and Im aflembly it is cultivated and 
fupported. 

In all my writings I have had conftant regard to 
this great end, not to fuit and apply them to parti- 
cular occafions and circumftances of time, of place, 
or of perfon ; but to calculate them for univerfal 
nature, and mankind in general. And of luch ca- 
tholic ufe I efteem this prefent difquifition : for I 
do not remember any other temper of body, or 
quality of mind, wherein all nations and ages of 
the world have fo imanimoufly agreed, as that of a 
fanatic ftrain, or tindhire of enthufiafin \ which, 
improved by certain perfons or focictics of mea, 
and by them praO^fedix^otitlue reft, has been able 
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to produce revolutions of die greateft figure in hfe^ 
ftory ; as will foon appear to thofe who know an^ 
thing of Arabia, Perfia, India, or China, of Mo- 
rocco and Peru. Farther, it has poffeffed as great 
a power in the kingdom of knowledge, where it it 
hard to affign one art or fcience, which has not an- 
nexed to it fome fanatic branch : fuch are the phi- 
kjopher'sjlone^ the grand elixir* ^ the planetary worlds, 
thejquaring of the circle y the fummum bonum^ Uto^ 
pian commonwealths, with fome others of lefs of 
fubordinate note ; which all ferve for nothing elfc 
but to employ or amufe this grain of enthi^afm^ 
dealt into every compofition. 

But if this plant has found a root in the fields of 
Empire and of Knowledge, it has fixed deeper, and 
fpread yet farther upon holy ground: wherein, tho* 
it hath paffed under the general name of enthujiafm^ 
and perhaps arifen from the fame original; yet hath 
it produced certain branches of a very different na- 
ture, however often miftaken for each other. The 
word, in its universal acceptation, may be defined^ 
^ l\fti^i ^ ^ the fouly or its faculties^ above matter i 
This defcription will hold good in general : but I 
am only to underftand it as applied to religion ; 
wherein there are three general ways of ejaculating 
the foul, or tranfporting it beyond the inhere of 
matter. The firft is, the immediate aft of God, 
and is called prophecy or infpiration. The fecond 
is, the immediate aft of the devil, and is termed 
pojfejfton. The thhrd is, the produft of natural 
caufes, the effeft of fbrong imagination, fpleen» 
violent anger, fear, grief, pain,; and- the like. 
Thefe three have been abundantly treated oh by au- 
thors, and therefore (hall not employ my inquiry. 
But the fourth method of religieus enthufiafm, or 
lanching out of the foul, as it is ^rcly^an effeft of 
artifice and mechanic operdtr&n^ has -hcch fparin^ 

* Some writets hiAd them for the iatmC) otV^«\% ivt^x. 

Voh.L S Ndml^Sjc^ 
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bandied, or not at all, by any Writer; becaufe 
though it is an art of great antiquity, yet^ haviixg 
been confined to few perfons, it long wanted thofe 
advancements and xefinements, which it afterwards 
jnct with,.iince it has. grown fo epidemic, and fallen 
into fo many cultivating hands. 

It is . therefore upon this mechanical operation of 
ihefpirit tl^at I mean to treat, as it is at.prefent per- 
formed by our Britijb worknun. I fhall deliver to 
the reader, the refult of many judicious obfervations 
upon the matter ;. tracing, as near as I can, the 
whole courfc and method of this trade ; producing 
parallel in fiances, and relating certain difcoveries 
that have luckily fallen in my way. 

.1 have faid, that, there^is one branch of religUus 
enthufiafiny wJiich.is purely an efteft of nature; 
whereas the part I mean to handle, is wholly an 
cffeft of art, which, however, is inclined to work 
upon certain natures and conftitutions, more than 
others. , Befides, there is many an operation, which 
in its original, was purely an artifice ; but, through 
along fucceflion of ages, hath grown. to be natu- 
ral. Hippocrates tells us, that, among our anccf- 
tors the Scythians, there was a nation called Long- 
heads *, which at firft began by a cuftom among 
mid wives and.nurfes, of moulding, and fqueezing, 
and bracing up the heads of infants; by which 
means, nature, fhut out at. one pafi[age, was forced 
to feek another, and, finding room above, fhot up-, 
wards in the form of a fugar-loaf ; and being di- 
verted that way, for fome generations, at laft found 
it out of herfelf, needing no affiftance from the 
nurfe's hand. This was the original of the, Scy- 
thian Longheads ; and thus did cuftom, from being 
a fecond nature, proceed to be afirft. To all which 
there is fomething very ans^iagou^ among us of. this 
option, who are Uie undoubted poftenty of that 

* Macroccfluli, 
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f^fitted people. Pot, in the age of cM^^fathertf 
didi% arofe a genenctioti t^ men in this iflaAd, (!allt 
•(*-i?wwrf-Af<iA*,whcfe' race i* now fpneatl tiv^ 
Aree kingdoms; yet, in its beginning, wa^'merelf 
aif 'Operation of art, produced by a pair of fciflkr^ a 
tqaecTx of the face, and a black cap. Thefe hta4$( 
tesformedintDapDrftftijphereinall aflemblies,Trer# 
voft expofed to the view of th6 female fort ; whicll 
M infloenoe their conceptions fo effeAnttty, that 
Nature at laft took the hint, and did it of Berfetf } 
ft> that a Round'iead has been ever fince as funiliak. 
a fight among us, as a Long-bead among the S^- 



Upon thefe exampl^j' and odiers eafy to pro* 
Aice^ I defibre the curious reader to diftinguiih, &tA\ 
bctwoea aa effefigrown from dri iaxo nature^ ajid 
one that IS natural from - its begintung; fecondly, 
between an effeft wholly naturalfy^' and one which 
his only a natural foundation, but wb^e the fiir 
perftrudhire is entirely artificials- Far the firft and 
the laft of thefe,. I underftand to.come within the 
^ftriAs of mj fubjeA. And having obtained thefe 
attowancesj^hey wiQ ferve to^ivmove any obje^ontf 
diat may b« raifed hereafter againft what I (hall ad« 
vance. - ^ 

The praAitioners of this £ttnous art proceed in 
general upon the following fundamental, That 
••'the corruption of the fcnies is the generation of 
** the fpirit ;" becaufe the fenfes in men are fo ma- 
ny avenuer to the fort of reafin^ which in this ope-* 
ration is whofflv blocked up. AH' endeavours muft 
hk therefore uied,' either to divert,' bind up, flupi*^ 
fy, flufter, and amufe the fenfes ^^ or elie to jufUe 

* The Fanatics, in the time of Charles I. igooraotly applying the 
text, Ti know tbst it it m Jhame fir men n have kngbair\. cut theirt 
very Ihort. It is faid, that the Qgeen, once feeing Pym, a celebrat-; 
tdr Patrist, thus cropped, inquired who that rcunJ-beaded inan was ^ 
and that, from this incideot, the dii^Li6tion became gqneral^ and thi 
party were called Rattut btads^ 
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diem Out ^Atk fbiidnt; and while they- are^^ 
Itkcr abfent, or citherwife. emtdcrfcd, or exigag^ in 
• civil war agtinft each other» ^/pirit enters, aiid 
fcrfbrma its part. 

N0W9 the ufital methods of managing the fenfea 
^ffOA Aich cODJun&ures, are what I &si\ be ver^ 
faiticidar in delivering, as hst as it is lavfiil for «lt 
lt> do ; bmt having had the honour to be nmiatcid 
iaid the* wjfftertes of leverf Society, I defire to . Ibb 
fkcuAdi from dho^jipg att^ ri^es* wherein the./ii^ 
Jbiff mttft have no p«lrt<( : m -^^ 

But here, before I can proceed farther, tr vtrw 
dangerous objeAion muft, if poffible, be reixtoivecL 
Vor it is pofidveljr ddnied bf certwi^ critict, Ithat 
ihftfpifit can% any means be intaoduted into ah 
tfEnoULy of stodero iauats; die dSfpHrity being fit 
great, in^maoy-matctial cuxumftaxKcs* bctwctentha 
ffrittitive «wiqr of ixMlpiration, and that which h 
praftifed in the prtfent '<age. This they pretend td 
prove from the ad chapter of the Ads, wherci 
comparing both^ it af^^trs, firft, that ibe apofiUs 
v^ere gatiwrd together with one. accord isn -one places 
by which it meant an univerfal s^^reement in opi* 
suon and form of worfhip ; a hirmony^- fay the/ » 
fo far from being found between any two conven- 
ticlds among us, that it ii in vain to e^peA it be* 
tween ^y two heads in the fame. Secondly, The 
finrit infiruAed the apoftles in the gift of fpeaking 
Several languages ; a knowledge fo remote from our 
dealers in this art> that they neidier underftand 
propriety of words, or phrafes, in their own^ 
Laftly, lay thefe objeAors, The modem artifb do 
utterly cxchxde all approaches of ihc/pirit, and bar 
Tip its ancient way of entering, by covering them* 
ielves fo clofe, and fo indiSlrioufly a-top. Por 
Acy will needs have it as a point clearly gained, 
that the cloven tongues never fat upon the apoftles 
heads, while their hats were on. 
^ Jtfow, the force o£ xiitfc oVA^lotis feems to con* 
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flft in the different acceptation of the word ^Vif;. 
which if it be underftood for a fupernatural affift- 
auce^ approaching from without, the objectors 
have reafoH, and their aHertions may be allowed s 
bwt the fpirit, we treat of here, proceeding entirely 
from within, the argument of thefe adverfaries is 
wholly eluded. And, upon the fame account, our 
modern artificers find it an expedient of abfolute 
neceffity, to cover their heads as clofe as they can, . 
in order to prevent perfpiration ; than which no- 
thing is obferved to be a greater fpender of mecha* 
nic light, as we may perhaps farther ihew in con- 
venieot place. 

To proceed therefore upon the phdenomenon of 
fpiritual mechanifm^ it is here to be noted^ thut in 
fbrming and working up the fpirit y the ajBcmbly; 
has a confiderable (hare, as well as the preacher. 
The method of this arcanum is as follows.; . They 
violently drain their eye-balls inward, half clofins , 
the lids ; then, as 4IQ^ fit^ they are in a perpetusu 
motion of fee-fawy making Idng hums at proper 
periods, and continuing the found at equal height; 
chufing their time in thofe intermiffions, while the 
preacher is at ebb. Neither is thk pradice in any . 
part of it fo fingular and improbable, as not to bt 
traced in diftant regions, from reading and obfer- • 
vation. For, firft the Jauguis *, or enlightened 
faints of India, fee all their vifions by help of ail 
acquired ftraining and preflure of the eyes,^ 8e* 
condly, the art ofjie-faw on a beam, and^inging . 
by fefiion upon a cord, in order ta raife artificial . 
ccftafies, hath been derived to us from our Sbythi- 
an anceftorsf , where it is pra£Ufed At this day among 
thewomea. Laftly, the whole proceeding, as I have 
faer& related it, is perfoFmed by the natives of Ire« 
land, with a coofideralde improvemctit ; aiid it is • 

* Bemter, men. de Mogol. 
f Goagnuii liift, Sarraat. 

S 3 ^MisAi 
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granted, that this noble nation hath of all others 
admitted fewer corruptions, and degenerated leaft 
from the purity of the old Tartars. Now, it is 
ufual for a knot of Iriih, men and women, to ab-. 
firaft themfelves from, matter, bind up all their fch- 
fes, grow vifionary and fpiritual, by influence of a 
ihort pipe of tobacco handed round the company ; 
each preferving the fmoke in his mouth, till it 
comes again to his turn to take in frefh. At the 
fame time there is a concert of a continued gentle 
hum, repeated and renewed by inflinft, as occafion 
iSequires ; and they move their bodies up and down 
to a degree, that fometimes their heads and points 
lie parallel to the horizon. Mean while, you may 
obferve their eyes turned up in the pofture of one 
who endeavours to keep himfelf awake ; by which, 
and many other fymptoms among them, it mani- 
feftly appears, that the reafoning faculties are all 
fufpended and'fuperfeded; that imagination hath 
ufurped the feat, fcattering Mjj^oufands deliriimis 
over the brain. Returning from this digrejEon,' I 
fhall defcribe the methods by which the fpirit ap- 
proaches. The eyes being difpofed according to 
art, at firft you can fee nothing ; but, after a ihort 
paufe, a fmall glimmering light begins to appear, 
and dance before you. Then, by frequently mo- 
ving your ri)ody up and down, you perceive the 
vapours tp afcend very faft, till you are perfcftly 
dofed, and fluftered, l&e one who drinks too much 
in a mornJH^g. Mean while, the preacher is alfo at 
work; he begins a loyd hum, which pierces you 
quite through : This is immediately returned by 
die audience ; and you find yourfelt prompted to 
imitate them^ by a mere fpontaneous impuUe, with- 
out knowing what you do. The intetjiitia are du- 
ly filled up by the preacher, to pr^yei^tilpo long a 
paufe, under which ^tjfirit would foon faint and 
grow languid. 
L • . . . thi3. 
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' This is all I am allovfe4»to difcovcr about th<v 
progrcfs of the fpirit^ with rebltion to that part 
which is borne by the ajfembly ; but in the methods 
of the preacher, to which I now proceed, I ihall 
be more large and particular. , 

S E C T. EU 



VOU wrll read it very gravely remarked in the 
^ books of thofe illuftrious and right eloquent 
penmen, the modern travellers, that the funda- 
mental difference in point of religion between tlie 
wild Indians and us, lies in this ; that we worfliip 
Gody and they worfhip the devil. But there arc 
certain critics, who will by no means admit of this 
diftinftion ; rather believing, that all nations what- 
foever adore the true God^ becaufe they feem to in- 
tend their devotions to ibme invifible power, of 
greateft goodnefs, and ability to help them ; which 
perhaps will take in the brighteft attributes afcribed 
to the divinity. Others again inform us, that thofe 
idolaters adore two principles '^ xht principle of good^ 
and that of evil: which indeed I am apt to look 
upon as the moft univerfal notion that mankind^ 
by the mere light of nature, ever entertained oF 
things invifible. How this idea hath been managed 
by the Indians and us,, and with what advantage tx> 
the underftandings of either, may well deferve to 
be examined. To me the difference appears little 
more than this, that they are put oftner upon their 
knees by their fears^ and fwe Itij our dejins ; that 
the former fet them ft prayingj and us a curfmg. 
What I applaud them for ^ is their difcretion in li- 
miting their, dovotions »4 ibids* d&\^se^ x^ "Qfti^^x ^<^*^ 
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veraldiftrifts; nor ever fttffwing the limrgy**ortlic 
white god, to crofs or to interfere with that of the 
hlack. Not fo with us ; who, pjrctending, by the 
lines and meafures of our reafon, to extend the 
dominion of one invifible power, and contraft that 
of the other, have difcovcred a grofs ignorance in 
the natures of good and evil, and moft horribly, 
confounded the frontiers of both. After men 
have lifted up the throne of their Divinity to the 
cwlum empyraum, adorned with all fuch qualities 
and accompliflimcnts as themfelvcs feem moft to 
value andpoflefs^> after they have funk their prin- 
ciple of evil to the loweft centre, bound him with 
chains, loaded him with curfes, fumiihed him with 
viler difpofitions than any rake-hell of the town, 
accoutred him with tail, and horns, and huge 
claws, and faucer eyes ; I laugh aloud to fee th^fc 
rcafoncrs at the fame time engaged in wife difppte 
about certain walks and purlieus, whether they arc 
in the verge of God or the devil ; ferioufly debat- 
ing, whether fiich and fuch influences come into 
mens minds from above or below, whether certain 
paffions and afteftions are guided by the evil fpirit 
or the good. 

Dum fas atque nefat exigtkojine lihidinvm 
Difcernunt avidi — — 

Thus do men eftablifli a feHowfliq) of Chnjt with 
Melialy and fuch Is the analogy they make between 
chrven tongues and cloven feet. Of the like nature is 
the difquifitioh before us. It hath continued thefe 
buiidrc^ years an even ddbate, whether the deport- 
ipaent and the cant of our Englifb enthufiaftic 
preachers were poffeffion or irifiiration ; and a world 
of argument has been drained on eidier fide, per- 
haps to Httk purpofe. For I think it ts in life as in 
tragedy y where it is held a tohvi^tioii of great dc- 
fcd^ tetk moc^i^t ttbd fOTeMKonBi to iBterpofe the 
h- ^Sftance 
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afiiftance of preternaHorri power, WMhottt tn iMbf 
l\ite and laft neceffity. Howtwer, k is « iketch of 
human vanity^ for evert indrndnal to imagine the 
whole univene is imterefted im Ins laeMKA concern. 
If he hlth got ckanlj over a kemid^ fome angel 
unfeen defcended on purpofe M help him by the 
hand ; if he haih knockca l^ head againft a poft^ 
it was the devil> for his fina^ let loofe £rom hdl on 
pUrpofe to buffet him. Whoty diat fees a Ifttk 
paultry mortal dsroning> asd dreaming^ and drtvelV 
ling to a iD.\ijltitiide» ckn think it agreeahk to com* 
moa^good icafe, that either heaven or hell flioufil 
be put. to the trouble of influence or infpeAioH 
upon %hat he is about ? Therefore I am refolved 
immedlatdLy to weed this error out of mankind, hf 
makiivg it* clear, that thb myftery of vending fpiri^ 
tyalgms is nothing bot a iir<2^y acquired by as much 
inftirui^ion^ and knaftbred hv equal pradtice and ap4 
plication, as others are. This will beft mpear by 
defcribing and dediicikig the whole procefa of tfaie 
operation, .as-variouily at it hath fallen under nxy 
knowledge or experience. 



Hers tie viboU fAemt rf 
^^itttol nucbamfm was Ji* 
duced and explained^ ibM 
an apptarance rf great nttdif 
ing and okftrvation ; but ii 
v^s ttougbt neither Jlrfe nm 
convenient t$ print it^ 



Here it may not be amift to add a few wordma^ 
on the' kndsdik prafticsc of wearing tpdlted cape % 
which is not a matter of mere aiftom^ humour, ot 
fafhion, as fome would poretend, but an inftitutioit 
of great lii^ctty and ufe« Thefe, when mol^^i^it^ 
with fweatt ftop ail fti^iradoa^ mA> Vf T«^tf^ 
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berating the heat, : prevent thfc fpirit from cvapo* 
rating aitywaybut at the mouth; even as a ikilful 
houfcwifey that covers a - i^ill with a wet doot for 
the fame reafon, and finds the fame effect. For it 
is the opinion of choice virtuofi^ that the brain is 
only a croud of Iktle animals, but withr teeth and 
claws extremely *fharp/«and therefore ding together 
in the contexture' we behoM, like the piAore of 
Hobbes's Leviatbani 09r like bee» in perpendicular 
fwarm upon ap tree^ ^r like s carrion corrapied in* 
to vermin, flill preferving the fhape and figure of 
the mother animal : That all. invention is fonncd 
bythe morfure of two or more of thde anim 'k^ 
upon certain capillary nerves, which proceed from 
thence ; whereof three branches fpread into d&a 
tongue, .and nvo into the right hand. They hold 
alfo, that' thefe animals are :of a< cbnftitution ex-* 
tremely cold ; that their food jft'Cfa^ air we attraA, 
their excrement phlegm ;' and that what we vulgarly, 
call rheums, and colds, ^nd -diftiUationSj is no-* 
thing elfe but an7^epidemical\'l0ofenefs,-to whick 
that little commonwealth is very fubje£t, from thci 
clifnate it lies under : Farther, that nothing lels 
than a violent heat can difintangle thefb creattires 
■from their hamated. ftation of life, or give thei* 
vigour and humour .to imprint the marks r. i their 
Kttlc teeth : That- if the morfure be- hexagonal, it 
produces poetry ; the circular gives* eloquence ; if 
the bite hath been conical,^ the perfdn whofe nerve 
igffo affefted, fhall be difpofed *to write upon po- 
litics; and fo of the reft. . 

I fhall now difcourfe briefly;^ by wHat kind of 
praAicey the^ voite is* beft goVem^, tohvards th^ 
ccHxipoiition and' improvement of the fpirit ; for 
without a pompetent.fkiU in tuning andtooing eadi ' 
word, and fyllable, and letter, to their due ca- 
dence, the whole operation is incomplete, tcSSti 
'itirelyof its ejBTea on the hearers^ and pots thft 

irkinaa himfdtf to, cominual pain roc ne^ 

fupplie 



^der 
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fupplies without fuccefs For it is to be iiiv- 
derftod, that, ia the language of the fpirit, 
fant and droning iupply the place offen/e and rea- 
/S/r, in.the language *of men ; bccaufe in fpiritual 
harangues, the diipolition of the words according 
to the art of grammar haih not the leaft ufe, but 
the IkiU and influence wholly lie in the choice and 
cadence of the fyllables ; even as a difcreet ccm- 
po/er, who, in fetting a fong, changes the words 
and order fo. often, that he is forced to make it 
nonfenfe^ bcfor/e he can make it ntujic. For this rea- 
fon it hath been held by fome, that the art of cant- 
ing is ever in greatcft perfe6Uon, when managed 
by ignorance ; which is thought to be enigmatically 
mean^ by Plutarch, when he tells us, that the beft 
mufical inftrumcnts were made from the bones of 
an afs. And the profounder critics upon that paf- 
fage are of opinion, the word in its genuine figni- 
fication, means no other than 2i jaw-bone ; though 
fome rather think it to have been the osfacrum. 
But in fo nice a cafe, I ihall not take upon me to 
decide; the curious are at Hberty to pick from it 
whatever .they pleafe . 

- The firft ingredient towards the art of canting, 
is a competent fliare of inward light ; that is to fay, 
a large memory, plentifully fraught with theologi- 
cal polyfyllables, and myfterious texts from holy 
writ, applied and digefted by thofe methods and 
mechanical operations already related j the bearers 
of this light refembling lanterns^ compaA of leaver 
from old Geneva Bibles; \rhich invention, Sir 
Humphry Edwin, during his mayoralty, of happy 
memory, highly approved and advanced ; affirm- 
ing the fcripture to be now fulfilled, where it fays. 
Thy word is a lantern to my feet^ and a light to my 
paths. 

Now, the art of canting confifts in Ikilfully adapt- 
ing the voice to whatever words the f^vTli ^OCxm^t^ 
that each may ftrike the ears o£ tkc wi^\&^^^ -«v^ 



\v^ 
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ks moft fignificam cadence, IThe force of energy 
of this elpquence is not to be found, as among 
ancient oraiors, in the difpofition. of words to a 
fentence, or iIm: turning of long periods ; but, a- 
greeable to. the modern^ refinements in mufic, is ta- 
ken up wholly in dwelling and dilating upon fyl- 
lables and letters. Thus, it is frequent for a fingle 
vowel to draw iighs from a multitude ; and for a 
whole aflembly of faints, to fob to the mufic of one 
iblitary liquid. But thefe are trifles, when even 
ibunds inarticulate, are obferved to produce as 
forcible e£Fe£b« A mailer-workman ihall hhw Ins 
nofefo powerfully, as to pierce the hearts of his 
people, who are difpofed to receive the excrements 
oi his brain, with the fame reverence as the iffue 
of it. Hawking, fpitting, and belching, the de- 
fefts of other mens rhetoric, are tie flowers, and 
figures, and ornaments of his. For, the y5><r'V be- 
ing the fame in all, it is of no import through what 
vehicle it is conveyed. 

It is a point of too much difficulty, to draw the 
principles of this famous art within the com" 
pafs of certain adequate rules. However, per" 
haps I may one day oblige the worlds with my 
critical effay upon the art of canting, philofoplHcally^ 
phyjically, and mufically conjidered^ 

But, among all improvements of the A»ir// where- 
in the voice hath borne a part, there is none to be 
compared with that of conveying the found through 
the nofe^ which, under the denomination of /»«/- 
'''«^*i. bath paffed with fo great applaufe m the 
world. The originals of this inftitution are very 
dark ; but having been initiated into the myftery of 
it, and leave being given me to publifh it to the 
world, I fhall deliver as diredt a relation as I can. 

.' • The fnufflug of men, who have loft their nofes by lewd courfct, 
U raid to have given rife to that tone^ which our diiieatcrs did too 
iBuchaffcd, W^ fKotton. 
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This art, like many other famous inventions, 
owed its birth, or at Icaft improvement and perfec- 
tion, to an effeft of chance ; but was cftablifhed 
upon folid reafons, and hath flourifhed in this 
ifland ever liace, with great luftrc. All agree, that 
it firft appeared upon the decay and discourage- 
ment of bagpipes y which, having long fuffered un* 
der the mortal hatred of the brethren^ tottered for 
a time, and at laft fell with monarchy. The ftory is 
thus related. 

As ytt fnvffling was not ; when the following ad- 
venture happened to a Hanbury faint. Upon a 
certain day, while he was far engaged among the 
tiibernacles of the wickedf he felt the outward man 
put into odd commotions, and flrangely pricked 
forward by the inward : An effeft very ufual a- 
mong the modern infpired. For fome think, that 
the fpirit is apt to feed on the jfle/h, like hungry 
tvines upon raw beef. Others rather believe, there 
is a perpetual game at leap-frog between both ; and 
ibmctimes the flejb is uppermoft, and fometimes 
the Jpirit ; adding, that the former, while it b in 
the ftate of rider^ wears huge Rippon fpurs, and, 
when it comes to the turn of being bearer^ is won- 
derfully hcad-ftrong and hard-mouthed. How- 
ever it came about, the faint felt his vrffi/ full ex- 
tended in every part, (a very natural effeft of ftrong 
infpiration) ; and the place and time falling out fo 
unluckily, that he could not Jiave the convenience 
of evacuating upwards, by repetition, prayer, or lec- 
ture, he was forced to open an inferior vent. In 
ftiort, he wreftled with the flefh fo long, that he at 
length fubdued it, coming off with honourable 
wounds all before. The furgeon had now cured 
the parts primarily affefted ; but the difeafe, dri- 
ven from its poft, flew up iai^is head : and, as 
a ikilful general, valiantly atoHkd in his trenches, 
and beaten from the field, by flying maccKc^ V^sJsx.- 
draws to the capital city, brcakvu^d^^ii^^Xstv^^"^ 

Vol. I. T ^^ 
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to prevent purfuit ; fo the difeafe, repelled from 
its tirft ftatioD, fled before the rod of Hermes, t9 
the upper region, there fortifying itfelf ; but, find- 
ing the foe making attacks^at the nofey broke dowa 
the bridge y and retired to the head-quarteiis. Now, 
the naturalifts obfcrve, that there is in human 
nofes an idiofyncracy^ by virtue of which, the 
more the pailage is obftrufted, the more our 
fpeech delights to go through, as the muiic of 
a flagellet is made by the Jiopi. By this method, 
the twang of the nofe becomes perfeftly to 
refemble ^t jnuffie of a bagpipe, and is found to 
be equally attractive of Britifh ears; whereof the 
faint had fudden experience, by praftifing his new 
faculty with wonderful fucccfs in the operation of 
ihtfpirit : For, in a fliort time, no do6brine palled 
for found and orthodox, unlefs it were delivered 
through ,the nofe. Straight, every paftor copied 
after this original ; and thofe who could not other- 
wife aiTiv€ to a.perfedlion, fpirited by a noble zeal, 
made ufe of theikmc experiment to acquire it. So 
that, I think, it may be truly affirmed, the faints 
owe their empire to thtfnvffling of one animal^ as 
Darius * did his to the wr/^/-'/;;^ of another ; and 
both flratagems were performed by the fame art; 
for we read how the Perjian heaft acquired his fa- 
culty by covering a w^r^.theday before. 

I fliould now vhave. df)ne, if I were not convin- 
ced, that whatever I •ha^^e yet advanced upon this 
fubjeft, is liable to great exception. . For, allowing 
all I have faid to be true, it may flill be juflly ob- 
jedled, That there is, in the commonwealth of 
ojtijidal enhufiajWy feme real foundation for art 
to work upon in the temper and complexion of in- 
dividuals, which other mortals feem to want. Ob- 
fcrve but the fi|fture, the motion, and the 
countenance of flBe choice profeflbrs, though 

ik- * Herodot. 
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lit their moft familiar anions, ybu will find them 
of a different race from the relt of htunan crea- 
tures. Remark your commoneft pretender to a 
Ught witbifjf howdark> and'diftv, and gloomy he 
is without ; as lanterns, which the more light .they 
bear in their bodies, caft out fo much the- more* 
foot, and fmoke, and fuliginous matter ta adhered 
to the fides. Liflen but to their ordlnary-taUi^y and> 
look on the mouth thaet delivers it^ you wiU ima-»r 
gine you are hearing fome ancient oradle^-and your" 
underftanding w^l be eqtuilly informed^i Upon^ 
thefe, and tte like reafbns^ certain • objeAors pre-^ 
tend to put it beyond all doubt, v that there mull be* 
» fort of preternatural fpirit pofleffing the heads of* 
the modern faints ; and fome wfll have it to be the: 
heat ' o{ 2&dlj working upon the dlrd^^/ of ignorance^ 
as'other^/r/Vj are produced from Ar^f by the force: 
of fire. Some again think^ that when our eanhly 
tabernacles are difordered and defolate, &aken and? 
out of repair, the fpirit delights to dwell withirf 
thsm^ as houfes are faid to be haunted, when they 
are forfaken and -gone to^deoay. 

To fet this matter in as fair a light as poifible, I 
fliall here very briefly deduce the hiftory of Fana-^-i 
iicifm from the moft early ages to the prefent. And 
if we are able to fix upon any one material or fun-' 
damental point, wherein the chief profeflTors have 
univerfally agreed, I think we may rcafonably.lay 
hold on that, and aflign it for the great feed or 
principle of the ypir/V. 

The moft early traces we meet with' oi panatics* 
in ancient ftory, are among the Egyptians, who in- 
ftituted thofe rites known in. Greece bjr the namei" 
of Orgia,. PanegyreSy and Dhnyfia ; whether intro-i 
duced there by Orpheus ar Mclampus, we ihall not 
difpute at prefent^ nor, in all likelihood, at any 
time for the future. Thefe feafts were celebrated 
to the honour of OfirUy whom the Grecians calkd • 
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DionfiAs^ and is die fame with Bacchus *• Wluch 
kas betrayed feme fuperficial readers to imagine,- 
that the whole bufinefs was nothing more than a fet 
of roaring, Icouring cotnpanionSy oiFercharged with 
wine. But this is a fcanoalous miftake, fbifted on 
the world by a fert of moderh authors, who have 
too iteral an underftanding ; and, hecanfe anti* 

Juity ii'to be traced backwards y do therefore, like 
ews, begin their books at the wiong end,^ as if 
learning were a fort of cmjuring. Thefe are the 
men who pretend to underhand a book' by fcout- 
ing through the index .* as if a traveller fliould ga 
about to defcribe a palace^ when he had feen no- 
thing but ih.t privy ; or like certain fortune-tellers 
in I^rthem America, who have a way of reading 

* a man's deftiif^ by peepbog into hb brt'ecb. For, 
at the time ox inftkuting thefe myfleries, f fherr 
wa4 not one Tine in all EgypCy the nstivei. drinkiiqt 
ikothing but ale ; which liquor feems to l^tve been 
iix more ancient than wbie^ and has the honour of 
owing its intention and progrefs, not ontr to the 
Egyptian Ofiris :|:, but to die Grecian Bacchus; 
who, in their famous expedition, carried the re- 
ceipt of it along with them, and gave it to the na- 
tions they vifited or fubdued. Befides, Bacchus 
himfelf vras very feldom or never drunk : For it is 
recorded of him, that he was the firib inventor of 
the mitre ( ; which he wore continually on his 
head^ (as the whole company of Bacchanals did), • 
to prevent vapours and the beai-ach after hard 
drinking. And for this reafon^ fay fome^ the 
fear let whore, irhen Ihe makes the kings of the earth 
drunk with her cup of abomination, is always fober 
kerfelf, though ihe nevei* balks theglafs ib her tum> 

• Dtod. Sic. I. I. Plut. de Ifide fft OTiride, 
f Herod.]. 1. 

# % Diod, Sic, 1. J. U U 
U. 1. 4. 

b^g 
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being, it feems, kept upon her legs hj the virtue oi 
her triple mitre. Now, thefe fcafts vrere inftituted 
in imitation of the fcunous expedition Ofiris made 
through the world, and of the company that at- 
tended him, whereof the Bacchanalian ceremo^* 
nies •, were fo many types and fymbols. From 
which account it is manifdl, that the Fanatic 
rites of thefe Bacchanals cannot be imputed to 
intoxications by wine, but muft needs have had a 
deeper foundation. What this was, we may ga* 
ther large hints from certain circumftinces m the 
courfe of their myfterics, Fotj in the firft placc,^ 
there was in their jproceffions, an entire mixture and 
confujion offexes ; they affefted to ramble about hills 
and deferts : Their garlands were of ivy and vine^ 
emblems of cleaving and clinging ; or of /r, the 
parent of turpentine. It is added, that they imi- 
tated fatyrsy were attended \s^ goats ^ and rode up^ 
i)p ajjesj all companions of great ikiU and praftice 
ki affairs of gaUantry. They bore for their en- 
figns, certain curious figures, perched upon long 
poles, made into the fliape and fize of the virgci^ 
genitalis, with its appurtenances ; which were fo 
many fliadows and emblems of the whole myftery^ 
as well as trophies fet up by jthe female conquerors. 
Laftly, in a certain town of Attica, the whole fo* 
kmnity, ftripped of all its types *, was performed 
in puris naturalibus \ the votaries not flying in co- 
vies, but forted into couples. . The fame may be 
farther conje£Vured from the death of Qrphetis^ 
©ne of the inftitutors of thefe myfteries ; who was • 
torn in pieces by women, becaufe he refufed t9 
communicate Us orgies f to them ; which others ex- 
plained, by telling us, he had r^r^zfr^ himfelf up* 
on jgrief, for the lofs of his wife, 

* See the particulars in Diod. Sic. 1. i. Sc 5, 

* Dionfia Brauronio. 

f Vid. Fbf>ui]m, in excerptit I Cooone, 

T 3 Ox2CiXvav% 
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Omitting many others of lefs note, the next Fa* 
net us we meet "with of any eminence, were the nu- 
nijiovs fefts of heretics ^ appearing in the five iirft 
c^niuiics of the Chrifiian ara^ from Simon Magus 
and his followers, to thofe of Eutyches. I have 
coUe^ed their fyftems from infinite reading ; and 
comparing tliem with thofe of their fucceffbrs in 
the fever al ages fince, I find there are certain 
bounds fet even to the irregularity of human 
thou<^ht, and thofe a great deal narrower than is' 
commonly apprehended. For as they all frequent- 
ly interfere, even in their wildefl ravings ; fo there 
is one fundamental point, wherein they are fure to 
m'" -*", as lines in a centre, and that is, the conimu- 
nity of women. Great were their folicitudes in this 
matter ; and they never £uied of certain articles 
in their fchemes of worfhip, on purpofe to eflab- 
lifli it. 

The \2AfanatLs of note, were thofe which ftart- 
cd up in Germany, a little after the reformation of 
Luther; fpringing, as mufbrooms do at the endcfa 
hirvefi. Such were John of Leyden, David George, 
Adam Neufter, and many others; whofe vifions 
and revelations always terminated in leading about 
half a dozen Jijlers a-piece^ and making that practice 
a fundamental part of their fyflem. For human 
life is a continual navigation ; and if we cxpeft our 
vejfels to pafs with fafety, through the waves and 
rempefls of jhis fludhiating world ; it is neceflary 
to xnake ag£X)d provifion of iheflefby as feamen lay 
in ftore otbetffor a long voyage. 

Now, fron> this brief furvey of fome principal 
fefts among the Fanatics in all ages, (having omit- 
ted the mahiwetans and others, who might alfo 
help to confirm the argument I am about) ; to 
which I might add fevend among ourfelves, fuch as 
tht family of love ^ fweet fingers of Jfrael^ and the 
like ; and from reflefting upon that fundament?! 
point in their doArines, about women, wherein 
^L they 
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they have fo unanimoufly agreed; I am apt to ima* 
ginc, that the feed or principle which has ever put 
men upon vifions in things invijibley is of a corpo- 
real nature. For the profoundcr chymifls inform 
us, that the fh'ongeft^/Wrj may be extrafted from 
bumrm flejh. Bcfides, the fpinal marrow, being 
nothing elfe but a continuation of the brain, muft 
needs create a very free communication between the 
fuperior facuhies and thofe below : And thus the 
thorn in the flcjby ferves for a fpur to the fpirit. \ 
think it is agreed among phyficians, that nothing 
afi:c£ls the head fo much, as a. tentiginous humour^ 
repelled and elated to the upper region, found by 
daily praftice to run frequently up into madnefs, 
A very eminent member of the faculty afllired lyie, 
that when the Quakers firft appeared, he feldom 
was without fome female patients among them, for 
the furor Perfous of a vifionary devotion, ci- 
ther men or women, are, in their complexion, of 
all others, the moft amorous. Yor^xealis frequent- 
ly kindled from the fame fpark with other fires, 
and from inflaming brotherly love, will proceed to 
raife that of a gallant. If we infpeft into the uiual 
procefs of modern courtlhip, we mall find it to con- 
fill: in a devout turn of the eyes, called ogling ; an 
artificial form of canting and whining, by rote,* 
every interval, for want, of other matter, made up 
with a fhrug, or a hum ; a fighy or a groan ; the 
ftyle compaft of infignificant words, incoherences, 
and repetitions. Thdfe I take to be the moft ac- 
complilhed rules of addrefs to a m^efs ; and 
where are thefe performed with more dexterity^ 
than bv. the faints ? Nay, to bring this argument 
yet cloier, I have been informed by certain fanguine 
brethren of the firft clafs, that in the height and 
orgafmus of their fpiritual cxercife, it has been fre- 
quent with them ••••••. immediate- 
ly, after which, they found xhtfpiritto relax and 
flag of a fudden with the nervcS| and ths^ ^^^^ 
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forced to haften to a conclnfion. This may be far- 
ther ftrengthened, by obferving with wonder, how 
unaccountably all females arc attracted by vifionary 
or enthufiaftic preachers, though never lb con- 
temptible in their outward mien ; which is ufually 
liippofed to be done upon confiderations purely 
ipnttual, without any carnal regards at all. But 1 
have res^on to think, the fex hath certain charac- 
teriftics, by which they form a truer judgment of 
human abilities and pcrfbrmings, thto we ourfelves - 
c&n poffibly do of each other .^ Let that be as it 
will, thus much is certain, that however fpiriturf- 
intrigues begin, they generally conclude like all o- 
thers ; they may branch upwards towards heaven, but 
the root is in the earth. Too intenfe a contempla- 
tion is not the bufinefs of flefli and blood ; it muft, 
by the ncceflary courfe of things, in a little time, 
let go its hold, and fall rato matter. Lovers, for 
the fake of celeftial converfc, are but another fort 
of Platonics, who pretend to fee ftars and heaven 
in ladies eyes, and to look or think no lower ; but 
the fame pit is provided for both. And they fecm 
a perfeft moral to the ftory of that philoiopher, 
who, while his thoughts and eyes were fixed upon 
the confiellations^ found himfelr feduced by kis hw' 
ir parts into a ditch. 

I had fomewhat more to fay upon this part of 
die fubjed; but the poft is juft going, which forces 
me in great hafte to conchide, 

Pray burn' ibis 
Utter as foon SIR, 

as it comes to 
/your hands. 

Tours, ftc. 
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An ARGUMENT to prove, that the abo- 
lilhing of CHRISTIANITY in England, 
niay, as things now ftand, be attended 
with fome inconventencies, and perhaps 
not produce thofe many good cfieAs pro* 
pofed thereby *. 

Wrktcn ia the year 1708^ 



I AM Tery knEbic^^vhat a weaiaiefi and prefiunfM 
tion it is, to reaim againft the general tesBOur 
and difpofidon^ of the woild. i resoefnlto k 
was with great jvMcc^ aad a due Mgard to Ae 
fredom, both of the puUic and the prcfs, forbid- 
den, upon fevere penalties, to wixte^ or difc0urfe» 

* " The argumeift agtmif aboU/biiig ChMlmiiitf,^ U et^icfi on 
-with the higheil ^it zad iMiffMor^ Orftver diviiMs thfcaten tbeir 
reader^ with t'oture puni(kmeats: Swift artfully exhibits a pi£lurc-ef 
p efeiit fliam?. He judged tightly itk imagining, that ar Ctiiatl trea- 
tiib wricteik with tf fpirit of mirth and ieetitim, tavtR be more eAc»- ' 
c ous, thflA long UrtRota, or laboftouf' kflens of moralitjF* He 
endeavours to laugh us into religjeo ; well kmowing, Chat we are 
often laughed out of it, Orrtry, 

The Argnmenr, kk, is the moft diKctfc, fofine^ ccMplete, Qa« ' 
vaiied piece of irony, from (he begfarang \o the ead, thai eter wai 
written iince the creation of the v^orld. And without '^ifpnte, \& 
in the Works of man there can be ftippofed any fuch thing ag rtfat- 
pcrfeOion, we muft allow it fa confiffe i» rhoil MtMiainf; p»od«diona 
of wit and homottr, which in all prol ability can ncter be excelled by 
any effurt of genius, and beyond which it is impoifible to frame any 
critical or diftind idea of the human faculties,— ——With vrtiat e- 
gfegions contempt and ri£ciile dotb he, im flbia piece, expefe the 
abfurdity of thois wretches, wh« are |he palr«ik« and abcktotir of vico 
and irreligtofl } Si^ifi, 
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or lay wagers againft the union ^ even before it was 
confirmed by parliament ; becaufe that was looked 
upon as a dcfign to oppofe the current of the peo- 
ple ; which, beiidcs the folly of it, is a manifefl 
Inreach of the fundamental law, that makes this ma- 
jority of opinion, the voice of God. In like man- 
ner, and for the very fame reafons, it may perhaps 
be neither fafe nor prudent to argue againfl the a- 
bolifhing. of Chriftianity, at a jundlure when' all 
parties appear fo unanimoufly determined upon die 
point ; as we cannot but ailow from their aAions, 
their difcourfes, and their wridngs. However, I 
know not how, whether from the afleftation of 
fingularity, or the perverfenefs of human nature ; 
but fo it unhappily falls out, that I cannot be en- 
tirely of this opinion. Nay, though I were furean 
order were iflued for my immediate profecution by 
the Attorney-General, I fhoiild Rill confefs, tha^' 
in the prefent pofture of our afiairs at home or a* 
broad, I do not yet fee die abfolttte neceffity of ex- 
tirpating the Chriftian religion from among us.. 

This perhaps may appear too great a paradox, 
even for our wife and paradoxical age to endure r 
therefore I fhall handle it with all tendernefs, and 
with the utmoft deference to that great and pro- 
found majority, which is of another fentiment. 

And yet the curious may pleafe to obferve, how 
much the genius of a nation is liable to alter in 
half an age. I have heard it affirmed for certain, 
by fome very old people, that the contrary opinion^ 
was, even in their memories, as much in vogue as 
the other is now; and that a project for the abo- 
lifhing of Chnftianity, would then have appeared 
aJs fingular, and been thought as abfurd, as it 
would be at this time to write or difcourfe in its de- 
fence. 

Therefore I freely own,, that all appearances arc 
a^ainfV me. The fyftem of the goipd, after the 
fate of other fyftems^ is generally antiquated and* 

exploded; 
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-exploded ; and the mafs or body of the commofi 
people, . among whom it feems to have had its lateft 
credit, are now grown as much aihamed of at as 
their betters ; opinions, like fafhions, always de- 
fcending from thofe of quality to the middle fort, 
and thence to the vulgar, where at length they arc 
dropped, and vanifh. 

But here I would not be miftaken ; and mud 
therefore be fo bold as to borrow adiftinAion from 
the writers on the other fide, when they make a 
difference between nominal and real Trinitarians^ 
I hope no reader imagines me fo weak to ftand up 
in the defence of real Chriftianity, fuch as ufed in 
primitive times (if we may believe the authors of 
thofe ages) to have an influence upon mens belief 
and adtions. To offer at the reftpring of that, 
would indeed be a wild projeA : It would be to dig 
up foundations ; to deftroy at one blow all the wit, 
and half the learning of the kingdom ; to break 
the entire frame and conftitution of things ; to ruin 
trade, extinguiih arts and fciences, with the profef • 
fors of them ; in fhort, to turn our courts, exchan- 
ges, and fliopsr into deferts : and would be full as 
abfurd as the propofal of Horace, where he advifes 
the Romans, all in a body, to leave tlieir city, and 
feck a new feat in fome remote part of the world, 
by way of cure for the corruption of theu- man- 
ners. 

Therefore;, I think this caution was in itfelf alto- 
gether unneceflary, (which I have inferted only to 
prevent all poffibility of cavilling ;) fince every can- 
did reader will eafily underftand my difcourfe to 
be intended only in defence of nominal Chriftiani- 
ty ; the other having been for fome time wholly 
laid aiide by general confent, as utterly inconliftent 
with our prefent fchemes of wealth and power. 

But why we fhould therefore caft off the name 
and title of ChrifHans, although the general opinion 
and refdluiion be fo violent for it, 1 cou£^?s> V ^l-^-vx- 
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*iot (widi fttbmiflkm) apprehend, iK>r1s the confe- 
quence neceffaiy. However, fioce the undertakers 
propofe fach wonderful advantages to the nation 
1*7 this projeft, and advance many i^uiible objec- 
tions againft the fyflem of Chriftianity; I fhall 
briefly confider the ftrength of both, fairly allow 
them their greateft weight, and offer fuch anfwers 
iu I think moft reafonaWe. After which 1 will beg 
leave to fliew, what inconveniencies may jx^bly 
happen, by Aich an innovation, in the pretent po- 
Aure of our aflairs. 

Firft, One great advantage propofed by the abo- 
liihing of Chriftianity is, That it would very much 
enlarge and eftablim liberty of confcience, that 
great bulwark of our nation, and of the Proteft- 
ant religion ; which is ftill too much limited by 
prieftcmt, notwithftanding all the good intentions 
of the legiflature ; as we have lately found by a fe- 
vere inftance. For it is confidently reported, that 
two young gentlemen, of real hopes, bright wit, 
and profound judgement, who, upon a thorough 
examination of caufes and effefts, and by the mere 
force of natural abilities, without the leaft tinfturc 
of learning, having made a difcovery, that there 
was no^ God, and generoufly communicating their 
thoughts for the good of the public, were fomc 
time ago, by an unparallelled feverity, and upon I 
know not what obfolete law, broke only for blafphe- 
my. And, as if hath been wifely obferved, if per- 
fecution once begins, no man alive knows how far 
it may reach, or where it will end. 

In anfwer to all which, with deference to wifer 
judgements, I think this rather fliews the neceffity 
of a nominal religion among us. Great wits love 
to be free with the higheft objefts ; and, if they 
cannot be allowed a God to revile or renounce, 
they will^^^^ evil of dignities^ abufe the govern- 
ment, and refleft w^n the miniftry ; which, I am 
fure, few wVk\ deivy \o \i^ ol \Sk>\Oa.TEi^re pernicious 
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confequence ; according to the faying of Tiberius^ 
De'>rum offenfa diis cunt. As to the particular faft 
relatcQ, I think it is not fail' to argue from one in- 
ftance ; perhaps another eannot be produced ; yet 
(to the comfort of all thofe who may be apprehen- 
five of perfecution) blafphemy, we know, is fyeely 
fpoken a million of times in every coffeehoufe and 
tavern, or wherever elfc good company meet. It 
muft be allowed indeed, that to break an Englifh 
free-bom officer only for blafphemy, was, to fpeak 
the gentleft of fuch an aftion, a very high ftrain of 
abfolute power. Little can be faid in excufe for 
the General. Perhaps he was afraid it might give 
offence to the allies, among whom, for aught we 
know, it may be the cuftom of the country to be- 
lieve a God. But if he argued, as fome have done, 
upon a miftaken principle, that an officer who is 
guilty of fpeakifTg blaiphcmy, may, fome time or 
other, proceed fo far as to raife a mutiny ; the 
confequence is by no means to be admitted : fof 
furcly the commander of an Ehglifli army is like to 
be but ill obeyed, whofe foldiers fear and reverence 
him as little as they do a Deity. 

It is further objected againft the gofpel-fyftem. 
That it obliges men to the belief of things too diffi- 
cult for jfreethinkers, and fuch who have fhaken 
off the prejudices that ufually cling to a confined 
education. To which I anfwer. That men fhould 
be cautious how they raife objedKons, which reflefl: 
upon the wifdom of the nation. Is not every body^ 
freely allowed to believe whatever he pleafeth, and 
to publifh his belief to the world ^^henever he 
thinks fit, efpecially if it ferves to ftrengthen the 
party which is in the right ? Would any indifferent 
foreigner, who fhould read the tinimpery lately 
written by Afgil, Tindal, Tc^and, Coward*, and 

Vol. I. U forty 

• Afgil wrote an argument to prove, th«i Ttv^Tv tcvv* \vt.Nxvc&c4X^^ 
from b«nce into eteri^i Hfcf vwitUout ^aitRn^xY«w\'^*^'»!Csv ,. 
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forty more, imagine the gofpel to be our nde of 
£uth, and confirmed by parliaments? Does any 
man either believe, or fay he believes, or defire to 
have it thought that he fays he believes, one fylla- 
ble of the matter ? And is any man worfe received 
upon that fcore ; or does he find his want of nomi- 
nal faith a diiiidvantage to him, in the purfiiit of 
any civil or military employment ? What if there 
be an old dormant ftatute or two againft him ? Arc 
they not now obfolete, to a degree, that Empfon 
and Dudley themfclves, if they were now alive, 
would find it impoffible to put them in execution ? 
It is likewife urged, That there are, by computa* 
tion, in this kingdom, above ten thoufandparfbns; 
>vhofe revenues, added to thofe of my Lords the 
Bifhops, would fufiice to maintain, at leaft, two 
hundred young gentlemen of wit and pleafure, and 
free-thinking ; enemies to prieftcraft, narrow prin- 
ciples, pedantry, and prejudices ; who might be an 
ornament to the court and town : and then again, 
fo great a number of able [bodied] divines, might 
be a recruit to our fleet and armies. This, indeed, 
appears to be a confideration of fome weight. But 
then, on the other fide, feveral things deferve to 
be confidered likewife : As, firft, whether it may 
not be thought neceflfary, that in certain trafts of 
country, like what we call parifhes, there fhould 
be one man, at leaft, of abilities to read and write. 
Then it feems a wrong computation, that the reve- 
nues of the church throughout this iiland, would 
' be large enough to maintain two hundred young 
gentlemen, or even half that number, after the 
prefent refined way of living ; that is, to allow each 
of them fuch a rent, as, in the modern form of 



To'and publiihed fome deidical books. 
Tindal's writings were blafphemeus and athelftical. 
Coward aflerted the mortality of the foul, and alicdged the feat of 
it to be la the blood, 

f^eecb 
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f^cch, would make them eafy. But ftill there is 
in this projeft a greater mifchief behind ; and wc 
ought to beware of the woman's folly, who killed 
the hen that every morning laid her a golden egg. 
For, pray, what will become of the race of men in 
Ae next age, if we had nothing to tnift to, befide 
the fcrophulous confumptive productions, fiimifli- 
cd by our men of wit and plealurc ; when; having 
fquanderedaway their vigour, healthy and'eftates; 
they arc forced, bv fome difagreeable marriage, to 
piece up their broken fortunes, and entail rotten- 
uefs. and politenefs on their poftcrity ? Now, here 
are ten thoufand perfons- reduced, by the wife re- 
gulations of Henry VHI. to the neceffity of a low 
diet, and moderate exercife, who are the only great 
reftorers of our breed • without which, the nation 
would, in an age or two/ become one great hofpi-^ 
tal. 

Another advantage pfopofed by the aboliiliing 
of CKriftianity is, the clear gain of one day in fc- 
ven, which is now entirely loft, and confcquently 
the kingdom one feventh lefs confiderable in trade; 
biifihefs, and'pleafure; befides the lofs to the pu- 
blic, of fo many flately ftruflures; now in the 
hands of the clergy; which might be converted in* 
to play-houfcs, market-houfis, exchanges, commoxx 
dbrmitories, and other public edifices^. 

I hope I {hall be forgiven a hard word, if I call 
this a perfeft cavil I readily own there hath been 
an old cuftom, time out of mind, for people to af- 
femble in the churches every Sunday; and that 
{hops are ftill firequently fliut, in order, as it is 
conceived, to preferve the memory of that ancient 
praftice. But how this can prove a hindrance to 
buiinefs or pleafore, is hard to imagine. What if 
the men of pleafure arc forced, one day in the 
week, to game at home, inftead of the chocolate- 
houfe ? Are not the taverns and coffeehoufes open ^ 
€an there be a more convervleixt &^qtl iQ\^ xa^Kcci?;^ 
U z ^ 
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a dofe of phyiic ? Are fewer claps got upon Sufi* 
days than other days ? Is not that the chief da/ for 
traders to fum up the accounts of the wecik) and 
for lawyers to prepare their briefs ? But I would 
fain know how it can be pretendedj, that the 
churches are mifapplied? Where are more appomt- 
ments and rendezvoufes of gallantry i where mora 
care to appear in the fbremoft box, with greater 
advantage of drefs ? where more meetings Sot bu* 
finefs ? where more bargains drivem of all ibirts? 
and where fo many convenicncies or increments to 
fleep?. 

There is one advantage, greater than any of the 
foregoing, propofed by the aboliiliing of Chriftia* 
nity. That it will utterlj extinguiih parties among 
ps^ by removing thofe dfa^ous diftin^tions of Bi^ 
and totv ChurcOy of IVbig and Tory, Pr^yttrian 
and Church of England 'f which are now fo mai^ 
grievous clogs upon public proceedings, and are 
^t to difpole men to prefer the gratSying them- 
felves, or depreJQing their adverfaries, ben)re the 
moft imjportant intereft of the ftate. 

I conrefs, if it were certain, that fo great an ad- 
vantage would redound to the nation by this expe- 
dient, I would fubmit, and be fUent. But will any 
man fay, that if the words w borings drinking, cheat" 
^^^y fy^"S> J^^^^^^i* were, by aft of parliament, e- 
jefted out of the Englifh tongue and diftionaries, 
we fhould all awake next morning chafte and tem- 
perate, honeft and juft, and lovers of truth? Is 
this a fair confequence ? Or, if the phyficians 
would forbid us to pronounce the words pox, gcut, 
rheumatifm, and Jione, would that expedient ferve, 
like fo many talifinons, to deftroy thedifeafes them- 
felves ? Are party and faftion rooted in mens hearts 
no deeper than phrafes borrowed from religion, or 
founded upon no firmer principles ? And is our 
language fo poor, tliat we cannot find other terms 
"*" Kprcfs them? A.tc ctiN^, -^Yvk.^ v^arice, and 
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ambition, fuch ill nomenciators, that they cannot 
furniih appellations for their owners? Will not 
Hey dukes and Mamalukes, Mandarines and Patjhaws^ 
or any other words formed at pleafure, fervc t<K 
diftinguifli thofe who are in the miniftry, from o- 
thers who would be in it if they could ? What, for 
inftance, is eafier than to vary the fonn of fpeecli ; 
and, inllead of the word church , make it a queftion 
in politics, whether the monvment be in danger? 
Becaufe religion was neareft at hand to ftirnifh a 
few convenient phrafes, is our invention (b barren, 
we can find no other ? Suppofe, for argument's 
fake, that the Tories favoured Margarita, the Whigs 
Mrs. Tofts, and the Trimmers Valentini ♦ ; would 
not Margaritians^ Toftians^ and Falentinlws^ be 
veiy tolerable marks of diAindion ? The Prafmi 
and f^enitiy two moft virulent faftions in Italy, lie- 
gan (if I remember light) by a diftinftion of colours 
in riljbands : and we might contend, with as good 
a grace, about the dignity ofthcbAie and the;^r^^^; 
which would fervc as properly to divide the courts 
the parliament, and tne kingdom between them, 
as any terms of art whatfoev^' borrowed from reli- 
gion. And therefore I think there is little force 
in this objeftion againft Chriftianity, or proipedfc 
of fo great an advaatage as is propofed in the abo- 
liifaing of it. 

It i^^LgMi objected, as-a^ery abitirdTidieulotis 
cuftom, ThM/t t let of men fhouklc be fufiered; . 
moch kfs omployed'inxl hired, to.bawl one day in 
ievea, againft the Isrw^nefs of thofe inethods mod 
in vfe towards tbe porfuif of greatnefd, riches, and < 
pleafuw, whith me tbe cooihint practice of all . 
men afive on die other Sk* But this objeAion is^ 
I think, a litde vswdMij fo refined an age as ours. 



* Italian finprrs thca .^ 'nffit* Margiiarit> was afierwaj<ds mar« 
rie^ to Dr. Pejrof^lie, 
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Let us argue this matter calmly. I appeal to the 
bread of (any polite freethinker, whether, in the 

Surfuit of gratifying a predominant paffion, he 
ath not always felt a wonderful incitement, by 
reflefting it was a thing forbidden ; and therefore 
we fee, in order to cultivate this tafte, the wifdom 
of the nation hath taken fpecial care, that the la- 
dies fhould be furniflxed with prohibited filks, and 
the men with prohibited wine. And indeed it were 
to be wiihed, that fome other prohibitions were 
promoted^ in order to improve the plcafures of 
the town ; which, for want of fuch expedients, 
begin already, as I am told, to flag and grow lan- 
guid, giving way daily to cruel inroads from the 
fplcen. 

It is likewife propofcd, as a great advantage to 
the public. That if we once difcard the fyftem of 
the gofpel, all religion will of courfe be baniihed 
for ever ; and confequently, along with it, thofe 
grievous prejudices of education; which, under 
the names of virtue, confcience^ honour^ JHftice^ and 
the like, are fo apt to difturb the peace of human 
minds ; and the notions whereof are fo hard to be 
eradicated by right reafon or freethinking, fome- 
times during the whole courfe of our lives. 

Here, firft, I obferye how difBcult it is to get rid 
of a phrafc, which the world is once grown fond 
of, though the occafion that firft produced it be 
entirely taken away. For feveral years paft, if a 
man had but an ill-favoured nofe, the deep-think- 
ers of the age would, fome wajr or other, contrive 
to impute the caufe to the prejudice of his educa- 
tion. From this fountain are faid to be derived all 
our foolifh notions of juftice, piety, love of our 
country ; all our opinions of God, or a. future 
ftate, heaven, hell, and the lie : and there might 
formerly, perhaps, have been fome pretence for 
this charge. But fo eflTefhial care hath been fince 
takea to remove thofe prejudices^ by an entire 
-^■^ change 
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change in the method of education, that (with ho- 
nour I mention it to our polite innovators) the 
young gentlemen who are now on the fcene, feem 
to have not the leaft tindhire left of thofe infufions, 
or firing of thofe weeds ; and, by confequence, the 
reafon for aboliihing nominal Chriftianity upon- 
that pretext, is wholly ceafed. 

For the reft, it may perhaps admit a controverfy, 
whether the banifhing all notions of religion what- 
foever would be convenient for the vulgar. Not 
that I am, in the leaft, of opinion with thofe who 
hold religion to have been the invention of politi- 
cians, to keep the lower part of the world in awe, , 
by the fear of invifible powers : unlefs mankind 
were then very different from what it is now : for 
I look upon the mafs or body of our people here 
in England, to be as free thinkers, that is to fay, 
as ftanch unbelievers, as any of the higheft rank. 
But I conceive fome fcattered notions about a fupe- 
rior power to be of ftngular ufe for the common 
people, as furnifliing excellent materials to keep 
children quiet when they grow peevifh, and pro- 
viding topics of amufemcnt in a tedious winter- 
night. 

Laftly, it is propofed, as a Angular advantage. 
That the abolifliing of Chriftianity will very much 
contribute to the uniting of Prot€jiants^ by enlarg- 
ing the terms of communion, fo as to take in all 
forts of dijfenters ; who are now fhut out of the pale, 
upon account of a few ceremonies, which all fides 
confefs to be things indifferent : That this alone 
will effeftually anlwer the great ends of a fcheme 
for comprehenfion, by opening a large noble gate, 
at which all bodies may enter; whereas the chaffer- 
ing with dijfenters J and dodging about this or the 
other ceremony, is but like opening a few wickets, 
and leaving them at jar, bv which no more than 
one can get in at a time, and that not without ftoop- 
ing and i^delbgi and freezing his bod^* 
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To all this I anfirer. That Aere is one darling 
inclination of mankind, which ufually affccEfa to be 
a retainer to religion, though fixe be neither its pa- 
rent, its godmother, or its friend ; I mean the fpi- 
rit of oppofition, that lived long before Chriftia- 
nity, and can eafily fublift without it. Eet iis, for 
inftance, examine wherein the oppofition of iefta- - 
ries among us coniifts. We ihall iind Chriftianity 
to have no fhare in it at all. Does the goipel any 
where prcfcribe a ftarched fqueezed countenance, a 
ftiff formal gait, a fingularity of manners and ha- 
bit, or any affeded modes of fpeech^ difiirent from 
the reafonable pait of mankind ? Yet, if Chriftia- 
nity did not lend its name to ftand in the gap, and 
to employ or divert theic humours, they muft of 
neceffity be fpent in contraventions to the laws of 
tlie land, and difturbance of the public peace. 
There is a portion of cnthufiafm aifigned to every 
nation, which, if it hath not proper obje6b to work 
on, will burft oui, and fet all in a flame. If the 
quiet of a ftate can be bought by only flinffing men 
a few ceremonies to devour, it is a purchale no wife 
man would refufe. Let the maftifii amufe them- 
felves about a fheep's Ikin ftuffed with hay, provid- 
ed it will keep them from worrying the flock. The 
inftitution of convents abroad feems in one point a 
great ftrain of wifiiom ; there being few ixregula* 
ritiCiS in human pa£ions, that may not have recourie 
to vent themfeives in fome of thofib orders ; which 
ViTC Co many retreats for the fpeculative, the melan* 
choly, tbie proud, the filent, the politic, and the 
morpfe, to fpend themfeives, and evaporate the 
noxious particles : for each of whom we in this 
ifland are forced to provide a feveral fcft of reli- 
gion, to keep them quiet. And whenever Chrifti* 
anity fhall be aboliihed, the legiflature muft find 
fome other expedient to employ and entertain them. 
For.wJxal: imports it how lsu*ge a gate you open, if 
^ tbiiere 
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there will be always left a number, who place a pricle 
and a merit in refufing to enter t 

Having thus conildered the mod important ob- 
).e€dotx8 againft Chriftianity, and the chief advan* 
tages propofed by the abolifliing thereof; I ihall 
tiow, with equal deference and mbmiffion to wifer 
judgements aa before^ proceed to mention a few in- 
conveniencies that may happen, if the gofipel fhould 
be repealed ; wliiich perhaps the projeSors may not 
have fuiiiciently conildered. 

Andj firft, J am veiy feniible how much the gen- 
tlemen of wit and pleafiu^e are apt to murmur, and 
be fhocked at the fight of fo many daggled-tail par- 
fons, who happened to fall in their way, and offend 
their eyes. But, at tlie fame time, thcfe wife re- 
formers do not coniider, what an advantage and fe- 
licity it is, for great wits to be always provided with 
obje^ of fcorn and contempt, in order to exercife 
and improve their talents, and divert their fpleea 
from falling on each other, or on themfelves ; cf- 
pecially when all this may be done without the leaft 
imagmable danger to their perfons. 

And to urge another argiiment of a parallel na* 
ture : If Chriftianity were once aixdilhed, bov^ 
could the fre^-thiokers^ the Arong reafoners, and 
the men of profound learning, be able to find an- 
other fubjed fo calculated in all points, whereon to- 
difplay their abilities ? What wonderful produc- 
tions of wit ihould wc be deprived of, from thofi 
whofe genius, by continual praftice, hath becd 
wholly turned upon raillery and invecUvcs againfl 
religion, and would therefore never be able to 
fhine or diftinguifh themfelvefl upon aay othen 
fubjeft ? We are daily compSaining of the great 
decline of wit among us ; and would we take a-^ 
way the greateft, perhaps the only topic wc 
have left ? Who would ever have fiifpefted Afgil 
for a wit, or Toland for a philofopher, if the ia- 
cxhauftiblc flock of ChriftJanitY l&ajl i»v>at«i^ i«fe 
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hand to provide them with materials ? What other 
fubjeft, through all art or nature; cottld have pro-* 
duccd Tindal tor a profound author, or fumifhed 
him with readers ? It is the wife x:hoice of the fub- 
]€(\. that alone adorns- and ^diftinguifhcs the writer; 
For had an hundred fuchr pens as thefc been em-^ 
ployed on the fide of religion,^ they would have im- 
mediately funk into filence and oblivion. 
• Nor do I think it wholly groundlefs, or my feary 
altogether imaginary, that dxe abolifhing Chriftia* 
nity. may perhaps bring the church in dinger, or at 
Icaft put the fenate to the trouble of another fecur- 
ing vote. I- defirc I may not be miftaken ; I am far 
from prefuming to affirm, or think, that the church 
is in danger at prefent, or as^ things now ftand ; bur 
we know not how foon it may be fo, when the 
Chriflian religion is repealed. As^ plaufible as this- 
proje^ feemS) there- may l^fe a dangerous defign lurk- 
mg undfcr it. Nothing can be more notorious than' 
that the Atheiftsy Deijfs, Sccinians, Jnti-irifiiiarians, 
and other fubdivifions of free-thinkers, are pcrfons 
of little zeal for the preftnt ecclefiaftical eftablifh- 
ment. Their declared opinion is for repealing the 
facramental teft ; they are very indifierent widh rc-» 
gard to ceremonies ; nor do they hold the /w tfiw- 
num of Epifcopacy. Therefore this may be intend-^ 
cd as one politic ftep towards altering the conftitu- 
tion of the church eftabliflied, and fetting up Pref*- 
bytery in the ftead ; which I leave to.- be nuthcr 
confidered by thofe at-the heltti. 

In the laft place, I think nothing can be more 
plain, than that, by this expedient^ we fhall run 
into the evil we chiefly pretend to avoid ; and that 
the aboliflim^nt of the 6'A^//?w» religion will be the 
readieft courfe we can take to introduce Popery. 
And I am the more inclined to this opinion, bc- 
caufe we know it hath been the conftant praftice of 
the JefuiUy to (etvd ovev emiflaries, with* inftruc- 

ij$» to perfonaxe. xYv^tcAd^Qi'^ m«cJs«.\'^ i^i \kefe 
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reral prevailing fefts among us. So it is recorded^ 
that they have at fiindry times appeared in the guifc 
of P rejhyteriansy -j^nabapti/is, Independent s^ and 
fakers f according as any of thefe were moft in 
credit : fo, fince. the fafliion hath been taken up of 
exploding religion, .the Popijb miflionaries have not 
been wanting to mix .with the fi'eethinkers ; among 
whomTolaiui, the great oracle of the Antuchrift'tans^ 
is an Irifli prieft, the fon of an Iriih prieft,; and 
the moft learned and ingenious author of a book 
called the rights of the Chrijiian churchy was, in a 
proper jundhire, reconciled to the Romiih faith ; 
whofe true fon, as appears by a hundred paffages 
in his treatife, he flill continues. Perhaps I could 
add &iJXiQ. others to the number : but the fact is be- 
yond difpute. And the reafoning they proceed by 
is right : for fuppofing Chriftianity to be extin- 
guiftied, the people will never be at eafe till they 
iind out.fome other method of woriliip; which 
•Avill as infallibly produce. fuperftitionj as fuperfti- 
-tion will end in Popery, 

And -.therefore, if, notwithftanding all I have 
faid, it ftill be thought neceffary to have a bill 
brought in for repealing Chriftianity, I would hum- 
bly offer an amendment, that inftead of the word 
Chrijiianityy may be put religion in general ; which, 
I conceive, will much better anfwer all the good 
ends propofedby the proje^ors of it. For as long 
as we leave in being a God and his providence, with 
all the neceffary confequences which curious and 
-inquiiitive men will be apt to draw from fuch pre- 
mifles ; we do not ftrike at the root of the evil, 
though we ftiould ever fo effedlually annihilate the 
prefent.fcheme of the gofpel. For of what ufe is 
freedom of thought, it it will not produce freedom 
of adtion ; which is the fole end, how remote foe- 
ver in appearance, of all objeftions againft Chrifti- 
anity ?. and therefore the freethinkers conf^LSx \v^ 
a fort of edifice, wherein all tbfi 52kXX.?»\iaM^ ^ns.Okv "^ 
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nititaal dq;>endence on eacb other, that, if yoti 
happen to poll out one fingle nail, the whole £abric 
muft fall to the ground". This was happily exprefied 
by him, who had heard of a text brought for proof 
of the Trinity, which in an alicient manufcript was 
differently read ; he thereupon immediately took 
the hint, and, by a fudden deduAion of a long 
forites *, moft logically concluded. Why, if it be 
as you fay, I may fafely whore and drink on, and 
defy the parfon. From which, and many the like 
inftances, eafy to be produced, I think nothing 
can be more manifcft, than that the quarrel is not 
againft any particular points of hard digeftion in 
the Chriftian fyftcm ; but againft religion in gene- 
ral ; which, by laying reftraints on human nature, 
is fuppofed the great enemy to the freedom of 
thought and aftion. 

Upon the whole, if it fliall ftill be thought for 
the benefit of church and ftate, tliat Chriftianity 
be abolifhed'; I conceive, however, it may be more 
convenient to defer the execution to a time of peace; 
and not venture in this conjunfture to difoblige our 
allies ; who, as it falls out, are all Chriftians ; and 
many of them, by the prejudices of their educa- 
tion, fo bigotted, as to place a fort of pride in the 
appellation. If, upon being rejefted by them, we 
are to truft to an alliance with the Turk, we fhall 
find ourfelves much deceived : for as he is too re- 
mote, and generally engaged in war with the Ptr- 
lian Emperor, fo his people would be more fcanda- 
lized at our infidelity, than our Chriftian neigh- 
bours. For the Turks are not only fbrift obier\'crs 
of religious worfhip ; but, what is worfe, belie^'e a 
God ; which is more than is required of us, even 
while we preferve the name of Chriftians. 



* k forites differs from a fyl!ogirm, in that it takes 00I7 the minor 
propofition. An exutn^lc ot this fij^urc may be fcco, voU 5. in John 
Bull, put a. chap, i?- ae^ ^^^ «^^» • 
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To coadude : Whatever fome may think of the 
great advantages to trade by this favourite fcheme, 
I do very much apprehend, that in fix months time 
after the aft is pafled for the extirpation of the gof- 
pely the Bank and Eafl-India ^ock may fall, at 
leaft, one per cent. And fince that is. fifty times 
more than ever the wifdom of our age thought fit 
to venture for the prefervation of Chriftianity , there 
is no reafon we ihould be at fo great a lofs, merely 
for the fake of deftroying it. 
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A Projedb for 'the AO^rANCEiii/EKT of ReliI* 
ciON and the Reformation of Man- 
N^jt as *. . 

By a PERSON of wC^ALITT. 

Written in the Year 1709, 
To the Countefs .of Eerkjley f . 

Ma DA My 

MY intention in prefixing your* Lady^p's 
name, is not, after the common form, to 
defire your protection of the following 
papers ; which I take to be. a very unreafonable re- 

• The author appears in earncft through«ot this wholetreatife^ 
and the dedication, or introdudtion, is in a drain of ferious panegyric 
>vhich the Lady, to whom it is addreflcd. undoubtedly deferved* 
But as the pamphlet is of the fatirical kind, I am apt to imaging 
that the Dean put a violence.upon himfelf, in chudng to appear can- 
didly ferious, rather than to imile under his ufualmaflc of gravity. 
Meihinks, upon thefe. occafions, 2 perceive him writing in fliakles* 
Orrery. 

In the Pr^eSit &c.- Dr. Swift appears in the cfaarafter of 4 great 
infpired prophet. He crietb aloud, be fparetb not, be IWetb up bis voice 
like a trumpet. If. Iviii.i. He rebuketh all ranlcs of men for their 
depravities and corruptions, their profanenefs, their blafphemy and ir* 
religion. His difcourfe he addrefieth unto his fovereign, and, beyond 
all contradidtion, proveth it to bean important duty incumbent en 
all princes, to encoucj^e and inforce morals and religion, by eiert- 
ing their utmoft authority, '^t then applicth himfelf to the legifla- 
ture, conjuring them to forward fo noble a defign, and provide reme* 
dies againft that torrent of iniquity, which, if not vigorouily oppofed, 
would certainly increafe, and never ftop in its career, vntil it fubvert* 
ed the connitution. And, finally, he declares. In the prophetic ftyle 
and fpirit, that a. reformation -of manners, and turning unto God, are 
the beft natural as wrell as religious means, to bring the war to an hap- 
py conduiion. Swift, 

--f Thi» excellent Lady was . JLlifabeth, .the daughter of Baptift 
*Noe), Vifcount :Campden, and fifter to Edward £arl of Gainibo- 
r^ugh, 

queftJ 
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cpieft ; fiiicc, by being infcribed to yftiir Ladyfliip, 
though without your knowkilge, and from a con- 
cealed hand, you cannot recommend 4:hem without 
fomfe fufpicion of partiality. My real d^fign is, I* 
confefs, the very fame I have often dcrtftcd in moft 
dedications; that of publifliing your praifes to thtr 
vroUd ; not iip«n the fubjeft ot ypur noble birth ; 
for I know otliers as noble ; or of the greatnefs of 
your fortune, for 1 know others far greater; or of 
that beautiful race,, (the images' of tnek* pftrcnts),: 
which calls' you mother ; fw even tMs may perhaps 
have been equalled in fome other age or Counti-y. 
Beiides, none of thcfe advantages 'dcr derive any- 
accomplifhments to the owners, but fervc, at beft, - 
only to adorn what they really' poffefs. What I in- 
tend, is your piety^ tru«h^ goodfeivfe and g^od 
nature, affability and charity | wh^iitfln.i wiihyour 
Ladyfiiip had many, eqi^als, c^ aliy fu^iors ; ^nd 
I'wUh I could fay I k^riew themtoo; foip'Tthenyoitr 
Ladyfhip might have had a thatite^to cArape this 
addrefs. In the mean time, t- think it hidbily nc- 
ceffary, for the intereft of virtue tfnd religion, that " 
the whole kingd<»m ihould <be ififonkea^ in feme 
parts- of yt>ur charaAer : foi^ k^ftWicfe^'That the 
eafied and- politeit coavei^atiofi, joJiiad • ^$Hdr tho 
trueft piety, may be obierved in youp Lttiiyihip,- in 
as great perfeftion as they wei*e ever' f«en apart in 
any other perfolis : That, by youf pnidenee and 
management under feveraldifadvantages, you have 
preferved the luftre of that moft'tioble family into " 
which.you are grafted, and which. the unmeafurai 
•Me profufion of ancefb(»«,' for many generations, 
had too much eclipfed : Then how happily yoti * 
perform every office of life, to whidi Providence 
hath called you 5 in the education of thofe two in- 
comparable daughters, whofe conduct is founiver- 
fally admired ; in every duty of a prudent, com-- 
plying, affeftlonate wife ; in that care which dc- 
icends' to the mean^ of "Sfoyxt ^wdsA^^s ^^acA^ 

X 2 ^^^^" 
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laftly, in that endlefs bounty to the poor, and dif- 
cretion where to diftribute it. I infift on my opi- 
nion, that it is of importance for the public, to 
know this, and a great deal more of your Lady- 
Ihip ; yet whoever goes about to inform thcni, 
ihall, inflead of finding credit, perhaps be cenfur- 
cd for a flatter. To avoid fj> ufual a reproach, I 
declare this to be no dedication, but merely an in- 
trodu£tion to a propofal for the advancement of 
religion and morals, by tracing, ho^vever imper- 
fectly, fome few lineaments . in the character of a 
Lady, who hath fpent all her life in the pradticc 
and promotion of both. 

A Mong all the fchemes offered to the public ia 
"^^ this projefting age, I have obferved, with fome 
difpleafiure, that there have never been any for the 
improvement of religion and morals : which, be- 
fides the piety of the defign from the confequence 
:of fuch a reformation in a future life, would be the 
beft natural means for advancing the public felicity 
of the ftate> as well as the prefent happinefs of eve- 
ry individuaJl. For as much as faith and morality 
are declined ^mpngus, I am altogether confident, 
.they might, in a fhort time, and with no very greai 
tro.ubIe>.be rai/ed to as high, a perfe^ion as num- 
bers are capable of receiving. Indeed the method 
is fo eafy and obvious, and fome prefent opportu- 
nities fo good, that, in order to have this project 
reduced to praftice, there fcems to want nothing 
more than to put thofe in mind, who, by their 
honour, duty, and intcreft, are chiefly concern- 
ed. 

But becaufe it is idle to propofe remedies before 
we are afiured of the difeafe, or to be in fear till 
we are convinced of the danger ; I fliall firft Ihcv 
in general, that the nation is extremely corrupted 
in religion and morals ; and then I will ofier a Ihort 
jfchemc £ox the T^fotmtooxi o£ both. 

As 
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As to the fird, I know it is reckoned but a form - 
of fpcech, when divines complain of the wickcd- 
hefs of the age. However, I believe, upon a fair 
comparifon with other times and countries, it would 
be found an undoubted truth. 

For, firft, to deliver nothing but plain matter of 
faft, without exaggeration or fatire, I fuppofe it 
will be granted, that hardly one in an hundred a- 
mong our people of quality or gentry appears to •: 
aft by any principle of religion ; that great num- 
bers of them* do entirely difcard it, and are ready 
to own their difbelief of all revelation in ordinary 
difcourfe. Nor is the cafe much 4)etter among tlie 
vulgar, efpecially in great towns, where the pro- 
fanenefs and ignorance of handicraftfmcn, fmall 
traders, fervants, and the like,, are to a degree ve- 
ry hard to be imagined greater. Then it is obftrv- 
ed abroad, that no race of mortals hath fo little 
fenfe of religion, as the EngHflifokiiers.v To- con- 
firm which, I have beien often told by great officers • 
of tJic army, that, in the whole compafs of their 
acquaintance, they could not recolleft three of 
their profeffion, who fcemed to regard or believe 
one fy liable of the gofpel. . And the fame, at leaft, 
may be affirmed of the fleet. The confequcnces of 
all which upon the anions of men, are equally ma- 
nifeft, Theytiever ga about, as in fbrincr times, 
to hide or palliate their vices, but expofe them free- 
ly to view, like any other common occurrences of 
life, without the leaft reproach from the world or 
thcmfehres. For inftance, any man wiU tell you, 
he intends to be drunk this evening, or was fo laft 
night, with as little ceremony or fcruple, as he 
would ten you the time of the day. He will let 
you know he is going to a wench, or that he has 
got a clap, with as much indiffisrency, as He would 
A piece of public news. He will fwcar, ciiriei or 
blafpheme, without the leaft paffion or provoca- 
tion. And though all regard Jotvt^'^sxvwlwi^^s^'ok*!^ 
X 3 *^^ 
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quite laid afide in the other fex, it is however at fo 
low an ebb, that very few among them fecm to 
think virtue and conduft of any neceflity for pre- 
ferving it. If this be not io, how comes it to pafs 
that women of tainted reputations find the fame 
countenance and reception in all public places, with 
thofe of the niceft vii'tue, who pay and receive vi- 
lits from them without any manner of fci'uple? 
Which proceeding, as it is not very old among us, 
fo I take it to be of mofi pernicious confequence 
It looks like a fort of compounding between virtue 
and vice ; as if a woman were allowed to be vitious, 
provided flie be not a profligate ; as if there were 
a certain point where gallantry ends, and infamy 
begins ; or that an hundred criminal amotirs were 
not as pardonable as half a fcore. 

Beiidcs thofe corruptions already mentioned. It 
would be endlefs to enumerate fuch as arife from 
the excefs of play or gaming ; the cheats, the quar- 
rels, the oaths, and blafphemies, among the men ; 
among the women, the neglcft of houfehold-afiairs, 
. the unlimited freedoms, the ipdecent pajQion; and, 
lailly, the known inlet to all lewdnefs, when after 
an ill run the per/on muft anfwcr the defefts of the 
fur/e : the rule on fuch occaiioos holding true in 
play, as it does in law, ^od non babet in crumemt 
iuat 'in corpore. 

But all thefe are trifles in compariibn, if we ftep 
into other fcenes, and coniidet- the fraud and co- 
zenage of trading men and fliopkeepers ; that in- 
fatiable gulf of injufl:ice aiid oppreffion, the larm ; 
the open traffic ^for all ciyil and military employ- 
ments, (I wifh it refl:ed there *), without the leaft 
reg^d to merit qr qualifications^ the corrupt ma- 
nagement of men in oflSce j the many deteftablc 
abufes in chufing thofe who reprpfcnt the people j 
with the mai^agement of interefts and factions a- 

* Perhaps the a«\h/Qi WUntei t» iiilim»te that it extended to cc» 
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mong the rcprcfentatives : to which I miift be bold 
to add, the ignorance of fome of the lower clergy ; 
the mean fervile temper of others ; the pert prag- 
matical demeanour of feveral young ftagers in dir 
vinity, upon their firft producing tl^cmfelves into 
the world ; with many other circuiimances nced- 
lefs, or rather invidious to mention ; which falling 
in Avith the corruptions already related, have, how-* 
ever unjuHly, almofl rendered the ^holc order con* 
temptible. 

This is a fhort view of the general depravities a* 
mong us, without entering into particulars, which 
would be an endlefs labour. Now, as univerfal 
and deep-rooted as thefe appear to be, I am utter- 
ly deceived, if an effcdhial remedy might not be ap-i 
plied to moil of them; neither am I at preA;nt 
upon a wild fpeculative projeA, but fuch a. one aa 
may be eafily put in execution. 

For, while the prerogative of giving aU employ- 
ments continues in the crown, either immediately, 
or by fubordination, it is in the power of the prince 
to n^ake piety and virtue become the faihion of the 
age, if at the fame time he would make them necef- 
fary qualifications for favour and prefci-ment. ■ 

It is dear from prefenc experience, that the bare 
example of the beft prince will not have any migh- 
ty influence, where tlie age is very corrupt. For 
when was there ever a better prince on the throne 
than the prefcnt Queen I I do not talk of her tar 
lent for government, her love of the people, or 
any other qualities that arc purely regal ; but her 
piety, charity, temperance, conjv^gal love, and 
whatever other virtues do beft adorn a private life ; 
wherein, without queflion or flattery, fhe hath no 
fuperior ; yet neither will it be fatire, or peevifh 
inveftive, to afiirm, that infidelity and vice are not 
much dlminifhed fince her coming to the crown ; 
nor will, in probability, till more cffcOi\>.^ ^«siK.- 
dies be provided 
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Thus human niture feems to lie under the dif- 
advantage^ that the example alone of a vitious 
prince will in time corrupt an age, but the example 
of a good one will not be fufficient to reform it 
without further endeavours. Princes muft there- 
fore fupply this defeft by a vigorous exercife of 
that authority which the law has left them, by 
making it every man's intereft and honour to cul- 
tivate religion and virtue, by rendering vice a dif- 
grace, and the certain ruin to preferment or pre- 
teniions : all which they fhould firfl attempt in 
their own courts and:lbmilies. For inftance, might 
not the queen's domeftics of the middle and lower 
fort be obliged, upon penalty of (ufpenfion or lofs 
of their employments, to a conftant weekly attend- 
ance on the fervice of the church ; to a decent' 
behaviour in it; to receive the facrament fdur 
times a year ; to avoid fwearing, and irreligious 
profane difcourfes ; and to the appearance at leaft • 
of temperance and chaftity ? Might not the care of 
all this be committed to the ftri^l infpeflion of pro- 
per officers ? Might not thofe of higher rank, and 
nearer accefs to her Majefty, receive her own com- 
mands to the fame purpofe, and be countenanced 
or disfavoured according as they obey ? Might not 
the Queen lay her injunctions on the bifhops, and o- 
ther great men of undoubted piety, to make diligent 
inquiry, and give her notice, if any perfon about her 
ihould happen to be of libertine principles or morals ? 
Might not all thofe who enter upon any office in 
her Majefty's family, be obliged to take an oath 
parallel with that againft fimony, which is admi- 
niftered to the clergy ? It is not to be doubted, but 
that, if thefe or the like proceedings were duly ob- 
ferved, morality and religion would foon become 
fafliionable court-virtues, and be taken up as the 
only methods to get or keep employments there ; 
which alone would have mighty influence upon 
^i-many of the nobilaty ^ik^ '^\Vcwo.^7ii'^|^tr^« 
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But if the like methods were purfucd as far as 
poffible with regard to thofe who arc in the great 
• employments of ftate, it is hard to conceive how 
general a reformation they might in time produce 
among us. For if piety and virtue were once rec- 
koned qualificattens neceffary to preferment^ every 
man thus endowed,, when put. into great ftations, 
would- readily imitate the Queen's example in the 
diftribution of all offices in his difpofal ; cfpccially 
if any apparent tranfgrcflion through favour ot 
-partiality would be . imputed to him for a mif de- 
meanor, by which he muft certainly forfeit his fa- 
vour and ftation^ And there being fuch great num* 
bers in employment, fcattered through every town 
and county in this kingdom, if all thefe were ex- 
emplary in the conduct of their lives, things would 
foon take, a new face, and religion receive a mighty 
encouragement. Nor would the public weal be 
leis advanced ; iince of nine offices in ten that are 
ill executed, the defeA is not in capacity or under- 
ftandiog, but in common honefty. I know no em^ 
ployment, for which piety difqualifies any man ; 
and if it did, I doubt the objeiflioti would not be 
very feafonably offered at prefent ; bccaufe it is, 
perhaps, too jull a refleftion, that, in the difpofal 
of places^ the queftion, whether a perfon be^V for 
what he is recommended .to ? is generally the laft 
that is tbjou^ht on or regarded. 

I have often imagined, that fomething parallel 
to the. office of cenf^rs anciently.. in Rome, would 
be of xnighty ufft aniong us, and could . be eaib 
•ly limited from running into . any exorbitances; 
The . Romans underftobd liberty at kaft as weU 
as we, iwcre as jealous of it, and .upon every occar 
fion as bojd aflerters : Yet I do not Remember to 
have read any great complaints of the abufes in 
that office amcmg them ; but many admirable e£- 
fefts of it are left upon record. There arc fevcral 
pernicious .jfices ftqquent and uotO\Vi>MV'»ssvQ?&%>>*i^ 
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that efcape or ehide thc-puiiifliinent of any law we 
have yet in^xntedi or have had no law at all againit 
th)em; fuch as atheifm, dninkenniefs^ &r^ud; ava- 
rice, and feveral others ; which, by this inftitu- 
tion, wifely regulated, might be much reformedv 
Suppofe, for ini^ance, that itinerary commiflion- 
crs were appointed to iaf^fb> ev^rywheix through^ 
out the kingdom, into the condu6k (at Icaft) of" 
men in office,, with refpeft^ to 'their morals and ^c^ 
tigion, as well as their abilities ; to receive the com- 
plaints and informations tHat fhould be offered a- 
gainft them;, and* muke their report here upon oath? 
to' the court or the miniftry, who fhould reward- 
or puniih accordingly^ I avoids entering into the 
particulars of this or any other fcheme ; which 
coming from, a private hand, might be liable to^ 
tnany defers, but would (bon^ be digefted by the 
^fdom of the nation. -And, iurelyj fix thoofaad:- 
^unds a year would not Be ill laid out among as 
many commiffioners duly qualified, who in three 
ttiviiions fhould be perfonally obliged to take their^ 
yeai'ly circuits for thar purpofe. 

But this is befide my prefent defign^; which was 
only to fhew what degree of reformation is in the 
J>ower of the queen, without the interpofition of 
the legiflature; and which- her Majefty is, with- 
out queftlon, obliged in confcience to endeavour 
by her authority, as much as fhe doth by her 
fffaftice. 

k will be eafily granted, that tJie example of 
this great town, hath a x)nighty irifluence over the 
whole kingdom ; and it . i» as manifefV, that-tlipe 
town is equally influenced by the court, and the 
tniniftry, and thofe who,', by thfeir employments or 
their hopes, depend upon them. Now, if under 
fb excellent a princefs as the prefent queen, we 
would fuppofe a family ftriftly regiilatcd, as I have 
^ove propofed ; a miniftry where every flngle perfon 
mas of diftingoiihed ^V^t.^ \ ^iTR^.&Ksv^tut^^ofe all 
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great offices of ftatc and law iilled after the fame 
manner^ and with fuch as were equally diligent in 
xhufing perfonsj who, in their feveral fubordina* 
tions, would.be obliged to follow the examples of 
^eir fuperiors, under the penalty of lofs of favour 
and place j will not every body grant, . that the em- 
pire of vice and irreligion would be foon deilroyed 
In this great metropolis, and receive a terrible blow 
through the whole ifland, which hath fo great an 
intercourfe with it, and fo much affe£l$ to follow 
its fafliions ? 

For, if religion were once underftood to be the 
neceflary ftep to favour and preferment, can it be 
imagined that any man would openly ofiend againft 
it, who had the leaft regard for his reputation or 
his fortune ? There is no quality fo contrary to any 
iiature, which men cannot affeft, and put on upoo 
occafion, in order to ferve an intereft, or gratify a 
prevailing paffion. The proudeft man will per* 
(bnate humility, the morofeft learn to flatter, the 
lazieft will be icdulous and active, where he is in 
purfuit of what he hath much at heart : How rea- 
dy therefore would moft men be to ftep into the 
paths of virtue and piety, if they infallibly led to 
-favour and fortune I 

If fwearing and profanenefs, fcandalous and a- 
vowed lewdnefs, exceflive gaming and intempe- 
rance, were a little difcountenanced in the army, I 
cannot readily , fee what ill confequences could be 
apprehended. If gentlemen of that profeffion were 
at leaft obliged to fome external decorum in their 
conduft ; or even if a profligate life and charafter 
were not a means pf advancement, and the ap- 
pearance of piety a moft infallible hindrance, it i$ 
impoflible the corruptions there ihould be fp uni-* 
verfal and exorbitant. I have been afliured by fe- 
veral great officers, that no troops abroad are ib 
ill difciplined as the Englifh ; which «cannot well b^ 
otherwife, while the common foldA&x^ V-aN^ ^^-t- 
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petually before dieir eyes, the vitious example of 
their leaders ; and k is hardly pofiible for -thofe to 
commit any crime, whereof thefe are not infinitely 
more guilty, and with lefs temptation. 

It is commonly charged upon the gentlemen of 
the army, that the beaflly vice of drinking to ex- 
cefs hath been lately, from their example, reftored 
among us ; which, or fome years, before was almoft 
dropt in England. But, whoever the introducers 
were, they have fucceeded to a miracle ; many of 
the young nobility and gentry are already become 
great proficients, and are under no manner of con- 
cern to hide their talent, but are got beyond aH 
fcnfe of fhame, or fear of reproach. 

This might foon be remedied, if the. <^een 
would think fit to declare, that no young perfon of 
quality whatfoever, who was notorioully addi^ed 
to that or any other vice, fliouki be capable of her 
favour, or even admitted into her prefence ; with 
pofitive command to her minifters, and others in 
great office, to treat them in the iaine manner : 
After which, all men who had any regard for their 
reputation, or any profpedt of preferment, would 
avoid their commerce. This would quickly make 
that vice fo fcandalous, that thofe, who could not 
fubdue, would at leaft endeavour to difguife it. 

By the like methods a flop might be put to that 
ruinous pra^lice of deep gaming : And.the reafon 
why it prevails fo much, is, becaufe a treatment 
dire^Hy oppofite iii every point, is made ufe of to 
promote it ; by which means, the laws enaftcd 
againft this abule, are wholly eluded. 

It cannot be denied, that the want of llrift dif- 
cipline in the univerfities, hath been of pernicious 
confequence to the youth of this nation, who arc 
there almoft left entirely to their own management, 
cfpecially thofe among them of better quality and 
fortune ; who, becaufe they arc not under a nc- 

ccffity 
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ceffity of making learning their maintenance, are 
ealily allowed to pafs their time, and take their de- 
grees with litde or no improvement. Than which 
there cannot well be a greater abfurdity. For if no 
advancement of knowlege can be had from thofe 
places, the time there fpent is at befk utterly loft, 
becaufe every ornaq[>ental part of education is bet^ 
tcr taught ellewhere. And, as for keeping youths 
out of harm's way, I doubt, where fo many of 
them are got together, at full liberty of doing 
what they pleafe, it will not anfwer the end. But 
whatever abufes, corruptions, or deviations from 
ftatutes, have .crept into the univerfities through 
negledl, or length of time, diey might in a great 
degree be refoi-med, by ftrift injunftions from 
court (upon each particular) to the vifitors and 
heads of houfes; befides, the peculiar authority 
the Queen may have in feveral colleges, whereof 
her prcdeceiTors were the founders. And among o- 
ther regulations, it would be very convenient to 
prevent the excefs of drinking, with thatfcurvy 
cuftom among die lads, and parent of the former 
vice, the taking of tobacco, where it is not abfo- 
lutely ncceflary in point of health. 

From the univerfities, the young nobility, and 
others of great fortunes, are fent for early up to 
town, for fear of contrafting any airs of pedantry 
by a college-educadon. Many of the younger gen- 
try retire to the inns of court, where they are 
wholly left to their own difcretion. And the con- 
fequence of this rcmiffnefs in education appears by 
observing, that nine in ten of thofe who rile in the 
church or the court, the law or the army, are 
younger brothers, or new men, whofe narrow 
fortunes have forced them upon induftry and ap- 
plication. 

As for the inns of coiurt, unlcfs we fuppofe 
them to be much degenerated, they muft needs be 
the worft inftituted feminarics in any Chriftiaxv 

Voj-.L Y tvsvisssx^' 



as4 A PROJECT FOR THE 

country ; but whether they may be corrcded frith- 
out interpoiition of the legiflature, I have not fkill 
enough to determme. However, it b certain, thai 
all wife nations have agreed in the neceflity of a 
ftrift education ; which confifted, among other 
things, in the obfervance of moral duties, eipecially 
juftice, temperance, and chaftity, as well as the 
knowledge of arts, and bodily exercifes. But all 
thcfc among us are laughed out of doors. 

Without the leaft intention to ofiend the clergy, 
I cannot but think, that, through a miftakea no- 
tion and praftice, they prevent themfelves from do- 
ing much fervice, 'which otherwife nught lie in 
their power, to religion and virtue : I mean, by 
affefting fo much to converfe ^th each other, 
and caring fo little to mingle with the laity. They 
have their particular clubs, and particular coffee- 
houfes, where they generally appear in clufters, 
A finglc divine dares hardly fliew his perfon among 
numbers of fine gentlemen ; or, if he happens to 
fall into fuch company, he is filent and fufpicious, 
in continual apprehenfion, that fome pert man of 
pleafure fliould break an unmannerly jeft, and ren- 
der him ridiculous. Now, I take this behaviour 
of the clergy to be juft as reafonable, as if the phy- 
ficians fhould agree to fpend their time in vifiting 
one another, or their feveral apothecaries, and 
leave their patients to fhift for themfelves. In my 
humble opinion; the clergy's bufinefs lies entirely 
among the laity : neither is there perhaps a more 
effedlual way to forward the falvation of mens fouls, 
than for fpiritual perfons to make themfelves as 
agi^eeable as they can in the converfations of the 
world; for which a learned education gives them 
great advantage, if they would pleafe to improve 
and apply it. It fo happens, that the men of plea- 
fure, who never go to church, nor ufe themfelves 
to read books of devotion, form their ideas of the 
clergy, from a few poor ftroUers they often ob- 
^^ fervr 
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#:rvc 10 Ae ftrccts^ or fneaking out of fome per- 
ibn of quality's houfe, where thej are hired by. 
die lady at ten (hillings a-monih i- while thofe of ^ 
better figure and par ts, do^fekldoi appear to correal 
thefe notions. And let ibme reafoners think what 
^ey pleafe, it is ceruin, that men muft be brought 
to efteem aoid love the clergy, before they. can be' 
perfuaded to be in love with, re^iottir^ No man- 
values the beft mcdtcuie,. if adauniftered by a phy* 
fician, whofe perfon he hatea^ or dcfpifes. If the 
clergy were as^ forward to appear in all companies^, 
as other gentlemen, and' would a little ftudy tha 
arts of converfation^ to make themfelves agreeable, 
they might be wekome to every, party^ where there 
was the leaii regard for poKtenefsor good fenfei 
and confequently prevent a thoufand vitious op^ 
profane difcourles, as well as anions : neither 
would men of underftanding complain, that a derw 
gymen was a conftraiht upon the company, becauf^^** 
they could not fpeak blafphemyor obfcene jefts be- 
fore him. While the people are fo jealous of the 
clergy's ambition, as to abhor all thoughts of the 
return of ecclefiaftic difcijpline among them, I do 
not fee any other method left for men of that func* 
tion to take, in order to 'reform the world, than^' 
by ufing all honeft arts to make themfelves accep- 
table to the laity. This, no doubt^ is part of that- 
wifUom of the ferpent, which the author of Chri* 
ftianity directs ; and is the very method ufed by St^ . 
Paul, who hecame ail things U ail men, to the Jnm 4 
JeWy and a Greek to the Greei^s. 

How to remedy thefe inconveniencies, may be a 
matter of fome difficulty.; fince die clergy feem to ' 
be of an opinion, that this humour of fequefiering 
themfelves is a part of their duty } nay, as I re<- 
member, they have been told fo by fome of their 
biihops in their paftoral letters^ paurucularly \tjone^' 

•^ SoppoA^ t# W Dr. Biimc», BiAep ^ Saliftorf « 
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among them of great merit and diftinftion ; who 
yet, in his own praftice, hath all his lifetime taken 
a coniic dircftly contrary. But I am deceived, if 
an aukward fliame, and fear of ill nfage from the 
laity, have not a greater fhare in this miftaken con«- 
dudt, than their own inclinationsF. However, if 
the outward profeffion of religion and virtue were 
once in praftice and countenance at court, as well 
as among all men in office, or who have any hopes 
or dependence for preferment, a good treatment of 
the clergy would be the neceflary confequence of 
fuch a reformation ; and they would foon be wife 
enough to fee their own duty and intereft, in qua- 
lifying themfelves for lav-tonverfation, when once 
they were out of fear or being choked Ky ribaldry 
or profanenefs. 
There is one further circumftancc upon this occa- 
fion, which I know not whether it will be very or- 
thodox to mention. The clergy are the only fet of 
men among us, who coaftantly wear a diftinft ha- 
bit from others : the confequence of which (not in 
reafon, but in faft) is this, that as long as any 
fcandalous perfons appear in that drefs, it will con- 
tinue, in fome degree, a general mark of contempt. 
Whoever happens to fee A/coundrelin a gowriy reel- 
ing home at midnight, (a fight n^ixk^^r frequent nor 
miraculous), is apt to entertain an ill idea of the 
whole order, and at the fame time to be extremely 
comforted in his own vices. Some remedy might 
be put to this, if thofe ftraggling gentlemen, who 
come up to town to feek their fortunes, were fairly 
difmiffed to the Weft Indies ; where there is work 
enough, and where fome better provifion ihould 
be made for them, than I doubt there is at prc- 
fent. Or, what if no perfon were allowed to wear 
the habit, who had not fome preferment in the 
church, .or at leaft fome temporal fortune fufficient 
to keep him out of contempt ? though, in my o- 
yiuiion, it were itvfiuitftly better, if all the clergy 
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(except the biihops) were permitted to appear like 
other men of the graver fort, tinlefs at thofe fea- 
fons when they are doing the bufinefs of their 
fun^ion. 

There is one abufe in this town, which wonder- 
fully contributes to the promotion of vice; that 
fuch men are often put into the commiffion of the 
peace, whofe intereft it is, that virtue fliould be ut- 
terly banifhed from among us ; who maintain, or 
at lead enrich themfelves by encouraging the groff- 
cft immortalities ; to whom all the bawds of the 
ward pay contribution for fhelter and proteftion 
from the laws. Thus thefe worthy magiftrates, 
inftead of leflening enormities, are the occafion of 
juft twice as much debauchery as '^thtre would be 
without them. For thofe infemous women arc 
forced upon doubling their work and induftry, to* 
anfwer double charges,- of paying the juftice, and 
fupporting themfelves 5 like thieves who efcape the 
gallows, and are let out to ileal, in order to-dif- 
charge the gaoler's fees. 

It- is not to be qneftioned, but the Qjieen'and mi- 
niftry might eafily redrcfs this abominable grie- 
vance, by enlarging the number of juftices of xh6 • 
peace, by endeavouring to chufe men of virtuous 
princi[4es, by admitting none who have not confi- 
derable fortunes; perhaps, by receiving into the 
number fome of • the moft eminent clergy: then/ 
by forcing all of them, upon fevere penalties, to 
a£t whai there is occafion, and not permitting any 
who arc offered, ' to refufe the commiffion. But in 
thefe two laft cafes, which are very materia, I 
doubt there will be need of the legiflature. 

The reformation of theftage is entirely In the 
power of the Queen; and in the confequences it 
hath upon the minds of younger people, doth very 
well defcrve the ftrifteft care. Befides the indecent 
and profane paiTages ; beiide^ the perpetual turning 
into ridicule the very funftion of the^priefthood; 
Y 3 ^\^ 



.c8 A PROJECT FOR THE 

V. i:h Other irregularities, in inoft piodeni come- 
v\;:s. which have been often objefted to them; it 
is worth obferving, the diftributive jiiftice of the 
authors, which b conftantly applied to tlie punilh- 
xnent of virtue, and the reward of vice ; direftly 
oppoCte to the rules of their beft critics, as well af 
to the practice of dramatic poets, in all other ago 
and countries. For example, a country-'fquirci 
who is reprcfented with no other vice but that of 
being a clown, and having the provincial acceni 
upon his tongue, which is neither a fault, nor ux 
his power to remedy, mufl be condemned to marry 
a cafl wench, or a cracked chambermaid. Oq the 
other fide, a rake-hell of the town, whofe charac* 
ter is fet off with no other accomplifliment but ex* 
ceflive prodigality, profanenefs, intemperance^ nud 
luft, is rewarded with a lady of gre^it fortune, to 
repair his own, which his vices had almoil mined. 
And as, in a tragedy, the hero b reprefented to 
have obtained many viftories, in order to raife his 
character in the minds of the fpeAators ; {q the he- 
ro of a comedy is reprefented to have been vifio- 
rious in all lib intrigues, for the fame reafop. I 
do not remember, that our Englifh poets ever fuf- 
fered a criminal amour to fucceed upon the ftage, 
till the reign of King Charles II. Ever fince thai 
time^ the alderman b made a cuckold, the deluded 
virgin is debauched, and adultery and fornicauoQ 
are fuppofed to be committed behind the kenes, 9$ 
part of the action. Theie, and many more cor- 
ruptions of the theatre, peculiar to our age and na- 
tion, need continue no longer, than while the court 
is content to connive at or negleA them. Surely % 
penfion would not be ill employed on fome men of 
wit, learning, and virtue, who mi^t havie power 
to ftrike out evei7 od^nfive or usibeccMBing paf- 
Oige, :(rom pla^s already written, as weH as thofe 
that may be ofltered tx> the ftage for the future. By 
Vfiblch, and othyes MFife regulatiooa^ ibe theatre; 
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might become a very innocent and ufeful diveriionf 
inftead of being a fcandal and reproach to our re* 
ligion and country. 

The propofals I have hitherto made for the ad- 
vancement of religion and morality, arc fuch a$ 
come within reach of the adminiftration ; fuch as 
a pious adlive prince, with a fteady .vefplutipn, 
might foon bring to effeft. Neither am I aware of 
any objedtions to be raifed againft what I have id- 
vanced ; unlefs it ihould be thought, that the ma-> 
king religion a neceflary ftep to intereft and favour 
might increafe hypocrify among us t and I readily 
beheveit would. But if one in iwenfy ihould be 
l)rought over to true piety, by thisor the like methodsj 
and the other nineteen be only hypocrites, the ad* 
vantage would ftiU be gres^t. Befides, hypocrify is 
much more eligible than open: infidelity and vice 1 
It wears the livery of religion ; it acknowledges her 
authority, and is cautious of giving Tcandal. Nay, 
a long continued diiguife is too great a co^ftraint 
upon hums^st nature, efpecially an EngUAi difpofir 
tion. Men would leave off their vices out of mer^ 
Wearlnefs, rather than xmdeTgo die toil and hazard^ 
and perhaps the expence, otpraAifing them perpe^ 
tually in private. And I believe it is often with re^ 
Ugion, as it is with love ; which, by much diflem'* 
bling, at laft grows real. , 

AJl other projeAfli td thi^ grem ead, have proved 
hitherto ineffeAual. Laws^againft immortality have 
pot been executed ; and proclaxnatiofiis occa£onally 
HTued out to inforee them, j^e wholly unregarded^ 
ts things of form. Religious fociedes, though be- 
gun with excellent intentbn, and by peribns of 
true piety, are faid, I know not whether truly o» 
QO» to Ivtve dwindled into £aAioiis ckibs, and 
grown « trad^to enrich little knaviib informers of 
the meaneft rank, fuch as conunofi conftftUes, and 
broken fliopkefepers. 

Ani that fonxe e&fliual ammpt {Iwo\&\y& tci^.^ 
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toward fuch a reformation, is perhaps more necef- 
ftry than people commonly apprehend ; becanfe 
the ruin or a ftate is generally preceded by an nni- 
vcrfal degeneracy of manners, and contempt of re- 
ligion ; which is entirely our caie at prefent, 

Diis te tninorem, quodgeris, imperas. Hor. 

Neither is this a matter to be deferred, till a more 
convenient time of peace and leifure. .A reforma- 
tion in mens faith and morals, is the faeft natural, 
as well as reKsious means, to bring the war to a 
good concluuon : becaufe^ if men in tmft per- 
formed their duty for confcience fake, afikirs would 
not fuffer through fraud, falihood, and negkA, as 
they now perpetually do. And if they, believed a 
Gk)d, and hb providence, and a£ted accordingly^ 
they might realonably hope for his divine afiiflance 
in fo juf): a caufe as ours. 

Nor eould the majefty of the Engliih crown ap- 
pear, upon any occafion, in a greater kfftrc, either 
to foreigners or fubjefts, than by an adminifhu- 
tion, which producing fuch great efifefts, would 
difcover fo much power. And power being the 
natural appetite of princes, a limited monarch can- 
not fo well gratify it in any thing, as a ftrift exc' 
cution of the laws. 

Befides, all parties would be obl^ed to clofe 
with fo good a work as this, for their own reputa- 
tion. Neither is any expedient more likely to unite 
them. For the moft violent partymen I have ever 
obferved, are fuch, as, in the conduct of their 
lives, have difcovered leaft fenfe of religion and 
morality ; and when all fuch are laid afide, at leaft 
thofe among them who ihall be found incorrigible, 
it will be a mattter perhaps of no great difficulty, 
to reconcile the reft. 

The many corruptions at prefent in every branch 
of buiinefs, arc almoft inconceivable. I have heard 
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Jt computed by Ikilful perfons, that of fix million* 
railed every year for the fervice of the public, one 
third, at leaft, is funk and intercepted, through 
the feveral clafles and fubordinations of artful men 
in office, before the remainder is applied to the 
proper ufe. This is an accidental ill effeft of our 
freedom. And while fuch men are in truft, who 
have no check from within, nor any vic%vs but to^ 
wards their intereft, there is no other fence againft 
them, but the certainty of being hanged upon the 
firft difcovery, by the arbitrary will of an unlimit- 
ed monarch, or his vizier. Among us, the only 
danger to be apprehended, is the lofs of an em- 
ployment ; and that danger is to be eluded a thou- 
fand ways. Befides, when fraud is great, it fur- 
.nifhes weapons to defend itfelf: and, at worft, if 
the crimes be fo flagrant, that a man is laid afidc 
outof perfeft fhame, (which rarely happens), h« 
retires loaded with the fpoils of the nation ; et frui' 
tur dlii ircttis, I could name a commiflion, where 
fcveral perfons, out of a falary of five hundred 
pounds, without other vifible revenves, have aK 
ways lived at the rate of two thoufand, and laid out 
forty or fifty thoufand upon purchafes of land or 
annuities. An hundred other inflances of the 
fame kind might eafily be produced. What remc*- 
dy therefore can be found againfl fuch grievances, 
in a conftitution like ours, but to bring religion in- 
to countenance, and encourage thofe, who, from 
the hope of future reward, and dread of future 
punifhment, will be moved to aft with juftice and 
integrity ? 

This is not to be accomplifhcd any other way", 
than by introducing religion as much as poffible to 
be the turn and fafhion of the age ; which only 
Kes in the power of the adminiftration ; the prince 
with utmofl: ftriftnefs regulating the court, the mi- 
nrfVry^ and other perfons in great employment ; 
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and thefe, b7 their example and authority^ reform- 
ing all who have dependence on them. 

It is certain, that a reformation fuccefsfulhr car- 
ried on in this great town, lYould, in time, q>read 
itfelf over the whole kingdom ; fince xnoft of the 
coniiderable youth pafs here that feafon of their 
lives, wherein the ftrongeft impreflions are made, 
in order to improve their education, or advance 
their fortune ; and thofe among them who retunr 
into their feveral countries, are lure to be follow- 
ed and imitated, as the greateft patterns q£ wit and 
good breeding. 

And if things were once in this train ; that is, if 
virtue and religion were eftabliCbed as the neceflaiy 
titles to reputation- and preferment } and if vice and 
infidelity were not only loadien with infamj, but 
made the infallible ruin of all mens pretenfions; 
our duty, by becoming . our intereft, would take 
root in our natures, and mix with the very genhii^ 
of our people ; fo that it would not be edy for 
the example of one wicked prince to bring us back 
to our former corruptions. 4|^ 

. I have confined myfelf (as it is before obfcrved) 
to thofe methods for the advancement of piety, 
which are in the power of a prince limited like 
ours, by a ftrift execution of the laws already in 
force. And this is enough for a proje£k that comes 
without any name or recommendation ; I doubt l 
great deal more than will be fuddenly reduced into 
pra<5tice. Though, if any difpolition Ihould appear 
towaids fo good a work, it is certain, that the af- 
fiftance of the legiflative power would be neccflary 
to make it more complete. I will inflance only a 
few pai'ticulars. 

In order to reform the vices of this town, which, 

as we have faid, hath fo mighty an influence on the 

whole kingdom, it would be very inftrumental lo 

have a law made, that all taverns and alehoufes 

^^ould be ob\ige4 to ^m\fe ^^\t company by 
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twelve at night, and Ihut up their doors ; and that 
no woman fliouki be fuffered to enter any tavern 
or alehoufe, upon any pretence whatfocrer. It is 
€zfy to conceive, what a number of ill confequen- 
ces fuch a law would prevent ; the mifchiefs of 
quarrels, and Icdwnefs, and thefts, and midnight- 
brawls, the difeafes of intemperance and venery, 
and a thoufand other evils needlefs to mention. 
Nor would it be amifs, if the mafters of thofe pu- 
blic houfes were obliged, upon the fevereft penal- 
ties, to give only a proportioned quantity of drink 
to every company ; and when he found his guefts 
difordered with excefs, to rcfufe them any more. 

I believe there is hardly a nation in Chnftendom, 
where all kind of fraud is praftifcd in fo unmeafu- 
rable a degree as with us. The lawyer, the tradef- 
man, the mechanic, have found (o many arts to 
deceive in their feveral callings, that they far out- 
grow the common prudence of mankind, which is 
in no fort able to fence againft them. Neither 
could the legiflature in any thing more confult the 
public good, than by providing fome effeftual re- 
medy againft this evil ; which in feveral cafes de- 
fervcs greater punifliment, than many crimes that 
arc capital among us. The vintner, who, by mix- 
ing poifon with his wines, deftroys more lives than ' 
any malignant difeafe ; the lawyer, who perfuades 
you to a purchafe, which he knows is mortgaged 
tor more than the worth, to the ruin of you and 
your family; the banker or fcrivener, who takes 
all your fortune to difpofe of, when he has before- 
hand refolved to break the following day, do furely 
deferve the gallows much better than the wretch 
who is carried there for ftealing a horfe. 

It cannot eaflly be anfwered to God or man, why 
a law is not made for limiting the prefs ; at leaft fo 
far as to prevent the publifhing of fuch pernicious 
books, as, .imder pretence of free-thinkings ctvde.'K- 
vour to overthrow thofe tenets viv yc\\^\otv> -wVvOsv 
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have been held inviolable almoft in all ages^ by e- 
vciy {cA that pretends to be Chriftian ; and can- 
not tlierefore, with any colour of reafon, be called 
points in controverfy, or matters of /peculation j • as 
Ibme would pretend. The doftrine of the Trinity ^ 
the divinity ofChrifi^ the immortality oftbefoul^ and 
even the truth of all revelation^ are daily exploded 
and denied in. books openly printed; though it is 
to be fuppofedy neither party * avow fuch princi- 
ples, or own the fupporting of them to be any way 
ncceflary to their fervice. 

It would be endlefs to fet down eyery corruption 
or defeft which requires a remedy from the legifla- 
tive powct. Senates are like to have little regard 
for any propofals that come from without doors; 
though, under a due fenfe of my own inabilities, 
lam fully convinced, that the unbiafled thoughts of 
an honeft and wife men, employed on the good of 
his country, may be better digefted, than the re- 
fults of a multitude, where fadion and intereft too 
often prevail ; as a fingle guide may direfl: the way, 
better than five hundred who have contrary viev/s, 
or look afquinty or Jhut their eyes. 

I fhall therefore mention but one more particu- 
lar, which I think the parliament ought to take un- 
der confideration ; whether it be not a ihame to our 
country, and a fcandal to Chriftianity, that in ma- 
ny towns, where there is a prodigious increafe in 
the number of houfes and inhabitants, fo litde care 
fliould be taken for the building of churches, that 
five parts in fix of the people are abfolutely hinder- 
ed from hearing divine fervice ? particularly here 
in London *, where a fingle minifter, with one or 
twoforry curates, hath the care fometimes of abo\e 

• Neither Whig ncr Tory. 

• This paragraph is known to have given the firft hint to certaift 
Biftop?, particularly (• Biihop Atterbnry, in the Earl of OxtbrdJ 

^ 'iftry, to procure a fund for bu Idin^ fifty new churches in Loa- 

t\vcn7 I 
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twenty thoufand fouls incumbent on him : A ne- 
glect oif religion (o ignominious, in my opinion, 
that it can hardly be equalled in any civilized age 
or country. 

But, to leave thefe airy imaginations ef intro- 
ducing new laws for the amendment of mankind ; 
what I principally infift on, is a due execution of 
the old, which lies wholly in the crown, and in the 
authority derived from thence. I return therefore 
to my former aflertion, That if ftations of power, 
tiuft, profit, and honour, were conftantly made 
the rewards of virtue and piety, fuch an admini- 
ftration muft needs have a mighty influence on ihc 
faith and morals of the whole kingdom : and men 
of great abilities would then endeavour to excel in 
the duties of a religious life, in order to qualify 
themfelves for public fervice. I may poflibly be 
wrong in fome of the means I prefcribe towards 
this end : but that is no material objeftion againft 
the defign itfelf. Let thofe who are at the helm 
contrive it better, which perhaps they may eafily 
do. Every body will agree, that the difeafe is ma- 
nifeft, as well as dangerous ; that fome remedy is 
neceflary, and that none yet applied hath been ef- 
fedhial ; which is a fufficient excufe for any man 
who wiflies well to his country, to offer his thoughts 
when he can have no other end in view but the 
public good. The prefent Queen is a Princefs of 
as many and great virtues, as ever filled a throne : 
how would it brighten her charafter, to the pre- 
fent and after ages, if fhe would exert her utmoft 
authority to inftil fome fhare of thofe virtues into 
her people, which they are too degenerate to learn 
only from her example ? and, be it fpoke with all 
the veneration poffible for fo excellent a fovereign, 
her beft endeavours in this weighty affair^ are a 
moft ii^iportant part of her duty, as well as of her 
intcrefli and her honour. 

Vol. J. Z ^Nix. 
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But it muft be confefied, that, as things are now, 
every man thinks he has laid in a fufficient (lock of 
merit, and may pretend to any employment, pro- 
vided he hath been loud and frequent in declaring 
himfelf hearty for the government. It is true, he 
is a man of piea/ure, and a freethinker ; that is, in 
other words, he is profligate in his morals, and a 
defpifer of religion ; but in point of party he is one 
to be cGtifided in ; he is an aSertor of liberty and 
property ; he rattles it out againft Popery and at bi- 
trary power ^ and priejicraft and high-church. It is 
enough : lie is a perfon fully qualified for any em- 
ployment in the court or the navy, the law or the 
revenue; where he will be liire to leave fio arts un- 
tried of bribery, fraud, injuftice, or oppreflion, 
that he can pradtife with any hope ov impunity. 
No wonder fuch men are true to a government, 
where liberty runs high, where property, however 
attained J is io well fecured, and where the admini- 
fbration is at Icaft fo gentle : it is impoffible they 
could chufe any other conftitution, without chang- 
ing to their lofs. 

Fidelity to a prefent eftabliflunent, is indeed the 
principal means to defend it &om a foreign enemy; 
but without other qualifications, will not prevent 
corruptions from within ; and ftates are more often 
ruined by thefe tlian the other^ 

To conclude : Whether the propofals I have of- 
fered towards a reformation, be fuch as are moft 
prudent and convenient, may probably be a quef- 
tion : but it is none at all, whetlier fome reforma- 

sdion be abfolutely neceffary ; becaufe the nature of 
.things is fuch, that if abides be not remedied, they 
will certainly increafe, nor ever ftop, till they end 
in a fubverfion of a commonwealth. As there 
jnuft always of necefiity be fome corruptions, fo 
in a well-inftitutcd ilate, th^ executive power will 

..be always contending againft them, by reducing 
Ijjl^^^x (asMcVc\\i^xd?^^?ik'n\ U their firft principles^ 

^' ' ^cvcr 
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never letting abufes grow inveterate, or multiply 
lb far that it wiU be hard to find remedies, and pciyi 
haps impoffible to apply them. As he that wo\il<l 
keep his houfe in repair, muft attend every litUe 
breach or flaw, and fupply h immediately, elfe time 
^lone will bring all to ruin ; how much more the 
common accidents of ftorms and rain ? He muft 
live in perpetual danger of his houft falling about 
his ears ; and will find it cheaper to throw it quite 
down, and build it again from the ground, per- 
haps upon a new foundation, or at lead in a new 
form, which may neither be fo fafe, nor fo c^nvc- 
xuent as the old. ; 
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The Sentiments of a Church-c^* Eng- 
land Man, with reipe£fc to R£eigion 
and Government*. 

Written in the year 1708. 

WHoever hath examined the condu^b and 
proceedings of both parties for fome 
years paft, whether in or out of power^ 
cannot well conceive it poffible to go £u: towards 
the extremes of either, without offering fome vio- 
lence to his integrity or underftanding. A wife 

^ This piece is adapted to that parHcular period in which it waf 
tvrltten. The ftyle of the whole pamphlet is nervoua^ and, except 
in fome few places, impartial. Theftate of Holland isjttAly, and, 
at the fame time, concifely delineated^ This tra£t is very well worth 
one's reading and attention : and it confirms an ohfervaaon whirh 
vrill perpetually occur, that Swift excells in whatever ftyle or manner 
he aHiimes. When he is In earned, his ftrength of reafon carries 
with it conviftion \ when in jeft, every competitor in the race of Wft 
is ktt behind him. Otrety. 

This piece (eemeth to have been one of Swift*s projeds for uniting 
of parties, and v^-riiten with a defign to check that rage aii4 vielence 
which fubfiftcd in thofe times between the contending fa^ons of 
Whig and Tory-j and perhaps to recommend, in the place of that 
abominable rancour and malice, which had broken all the laws of 
charity and hoipitality among human kind, thofe candid falvtaiy 
rrinciples, with refpc£tto religion and government, which, if right^ 
if comprehended and vigoroutly pnrfued, might certainly preferve 
the whole conftitutbn, both of church and fiate, for ten the^^mi 
gcneratioYis. S%vtfi, 

This appears to be an apology for the Tories, and a juftificatioo of 
them againft the miireprefentations of the Whigs, who were then in 
the miniftry, and ufed every artifice to perpetuate their power. Mr. 
liarley, afterwards Lord Oxford, had, by the influence of the Duke 
of Marlborough and Lord Treaibrer Godolphin, been lately remored 
from hii poft of Principal S cretary of State ; and Mr. St. John* 
afterwards Lord Bolingbroke, refigned his pUce of Secretary of War, 
and Sir &mon Harcourt that of Attorney- General, 

and 
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and a good man may indeed be fometimes indticed 
to comply with a number^ whofe opinion he gene* 
rally approves, though it be perhaps asainft hUf^ 
own. But this liberty ihould be made ule of upon 
very few occaBons^ and thofe of fmall importance, 
and then 5nly with a view of bringing over his own 
£de another time tc fomething of greater and more . 
public moment. But to facrifice me innocency of 
a friend, the good of our country^ or our own - 
confcience, to the humour or pamon, or intereft 
of a party, plainly ihews, that cither our heads or 
our hearts are not as they fliould be. Yet this VC' 
ry prance is the very fondamental law of each fac- * 
tion among us ; as may be obvious to any^ who ' 
will impartially, and without engagement, be at the 
pains to examine their anions ; which, however, is 
not fo eafy a taik ; for it feems a principle in hu- 
man nature, to incline one way more than ano- 
ther, even in matters where we are wholly uncon- 
(cerned. ^nd it is a common obfervation, that in 
reading a hiftory of h&a done a thoufand years 
ago, or (landing by at play among thofe who are 
perfe6l ftrangers to us, we are apt to find our hopes 
and wifhes engaged on a fudden in favour of one 
iide more than another. No wonder then that we 
ase all fo ready to intereft ourielves in the courfe 
of public affairs, where the moft inconfiderable 
havefomer^a/ (hare, and, by the wonderful im-| 
portanoe which every man is of to hiaoielf, a very 
great imaginary one. 

And^ indeai, when the two parties ^that divide 
the whole commonwealth, come once taa rupture, 
without any hopes left of forming a third with bet* 
ter principles, to balance the others, it feems eveiy 
man's duty to chufe one of the two fides, though 
he cannot entirely approve of either ; and all pre* - 
tences to neutralinr are juftly exploded by botb^ 
being too ftale and obvious ; only faitending thet 
fafety zx^ eafe of a few individuals, vrhik the ^[uh- 
Z 3 ^'^ 
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Uc is imbroilcd. This was the opinion and practice 
of the latter Cato, vhom I efleem to have been 
the wifeft and beft of all the Romans ^. But be- 
fore things proceed .to open violence, the trueft 
Icrvice a private man may. Hope to do his* country, 
is by unbiaffing his mind as much as pofCble, and 
then endeavouring to moderate between the rival 
powers ; which muft needs be owned a fiair pro- 
ceeding with the world ; becaufe it is of all others 
the leaft confident with the common defign of mak- 
ing a fortune by the merit of ^n opinion* 

I have gone as far as I amiable in qualifying my- 
felf to be fuch a moderator. I believe I am no bi- 
got in religion, and I am fure I am none in govern- 
ment. I converfe in full freedom with many con- 
iicLTable men of both parties ; and if xK>t in equal 
number, it is purely accidental and pcrfonal, as 
happening to be near the court, and to have made 
acquiiintance there, more under one minifhythan 
another. Then, I am not under the neceflity of 
declaring myfclf by the profpeft of an employment. 
And, laftly, if all this be not fuificient, I induf- 
trioufly conceal my name, which wholly exempts mc 
from any hopes and fears in delivering my opinion. 

Jn confequence of this free ufe of my reafon, I 
cannot poffibly tliink fo well or fo ill of either par- 
ty, as they would endeavour to perfuade the world 
of each other, and of themfelves. For inftance, 
1 do not charge it upon the body of the IVhigs or 
the ToneSy that their feveral principles lead them to 
introduce Prefbytery, and the religion of the church 
of Rome, or a commonwealth, and arbitrary power. 
For why fhould any party be accufed of a principle, 
which they fokmnJy difown and protcft againft i 
But to this they have a mutual anfwer ready : they 
both afliurc vis, that their adverfaries arc not to be 
believed ; that they difown their principles out of 
fear, which are i^anifeft edough, when we exa- 

•|0«e of the (eitun^lviU in GuiUter^ fiart 3. chap, 7. 
^^ txdne 
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mine their praftices. To prove this,! they will pro-* 
duce inftances, on one lide, either of avowed Pref- 
byterians, or perfons of libertine and atheiflical te- 
nets ; and on the other, of prbfcfledPapifts, or fuch- 
9S are openly in the intereft of the abdicated family. 
Now, it is very natural for all fubordinatc fefts and 
denominations in a ftate, to fide with fome general 
party, and to chufe that which they find to agree with 
themfelves in fome general principle. Thus, at the 
r Rotation ^ the Prcfbytcriansj Anabaptifh^ Indcpend- 
eixtfl/ iknd other fefts, did all, with very goodrreafon^ 
-unite and folder up their feip^ral-fchemes to joinagainfl 
the church ; who>' without regardto th6ir difiin^tionS) 
treated vthem ^l.as equal: adverfarie^; 'Thus our 
prefent difienters do very naturally clofe in with the 
Whigs,, who profefs moderaiiomy declare they abhos 
all thoughts! oi'perfetutioni > and diink it hard, that 
thoJGb jwho difi^br only; in -a few cenemonits zsid/peeu* 
Tationiy fhould be deniied the privilege and profit cf 
fcrving their Country iti.the highefit employments of 
ftate. Thuff, the Atheifts, libertines, dcfpifers of 
religion and revelation in general ; : that is to fay, 
all thofe who utfiuUy {ia& under .the name oi free^ 
thinkers, do propotlytjoiniifcithf the fame body'; 
bccaufehfe^ttbewife pte^hinpi'mddemtidnf knd aro 
not for otMX'Wdif %o diftix^gpuih)bct!wfcesi an ' unlimit^ 
ed libertyioficcmfcience, andtknimlidiited freedom 
of opinion,'^ Then^' i»n th« other fide, the profeft 
fed firmnefs:iof:theiToricS'fiar 'Epifcopacy, as ad 
apoftolical inftirution ; .their avorfion to tliofe fefts 
who lie uddet the repiioach of having once:defi;roy- 
ed tlieir .tooAknt9onv-and..'idioi;:kh]d7'^ .by 

t«k) indifcreet.a^ealiforiff^onhadonpUave defaced 
the primitive' model of the chbrch^ «icxt, their ve-^ 
neration fdr monarchibal . government in the' com* 
mon courib o£ fucceffion^ and their hatred to re- 
publican ^fche^ies : ^'thefe, : I fay, are! principles 
whkh not only the nonjuringzciaMtstprofefs, but 
even Papiib.themfektes faU.feadily insiradcu Kt^^ 
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every extreme here mentioned^ flings a general fcan- 
dal upon the whole body it pretends to adhere to. 

But furely no man whatfoever ought, in juitice 
or good manners, to be charged with principles he 
actually difbwns, unlefs his pra£tices do openly, 
and without the leaft room for doubt, contradiA 
his prof effion ; not upon fmall furmifes, or becaufe 
he has the misfortune to have ill men fometimes a- 
gree with him in a few general fentiments. How- 
ever, though the eauremes of IVhig and Tory feem, 
with little juflice, to have drawn religion into their 
controverfles, wherein they have fmall concern j; 
yet they both have borrowed one leading, principle 
from the abufe of it ; which is, to have built their 
feveral fyftems of political faitb^ not upon inqui-' 
ries after truth, taut upon oppofition to each other; 
upon injurious appellations^ charging thdr advcr- 
faries with horrid opinions^ and then reproachiog 
them for the want of charity j et neuUrfalfo. 

In order to remove thefe prejudices, I hitvc 
diought nothing could be more efiedooi, than to 
defcribe the fentiments of a Cburch-of -England man 
with refpeft to rfSgUn and gov^rnnunt, Thb I 
(hall endeavour to «k> in fuch a marmiTf as may 
not be liable to the leaft oljeftion from either par- 
ty, and which I am confident would be aflfented to 
by great numbers in both, if they were not mifled 
to thofe mutual mifreprefemations, by fuch mo- 
tives as they would be afliamed to'own, 

I fiiall begin with reUgim. 

And here, though it makes an odd found, yer 
it is neceflary to fay, that whoever profefleth hun* 
felf a member of the church of En^^buid, ou|^t 
to believe a God, and his providence, tc^edier vnth 
revealed religion, and the divinity of Shrift. For 
befides thofe many thoufands, who (to fpeak in the 
phrafe of divines) do praAically deny all this by the 
immorality of their lives, there is no fmall number, 
trho, ia thot comctfadon aod wxkings, dird^f , 

or 
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or by confequence, endeavour to overthrow it ; yet 
all thefc place themfelves in the lift of the national 
church, though at the fame time (as it is highly 
resdbnable) they are great fticklers for liberty o£ 
confcience. 

To enter upon particulars : A church-of-England 
man has a true veneration for the fcheme eftabliih- 
cd among us of eccleiiaftical government; and 
though he will not determine whether Epifcopacy 
be Qt divine right, he is fure it is moft agreeable ta 
primitive inftitution ; fitteft of all others for prc- 
ferving order and purity, and, under its prefent 
regulations, beft calculated for our civil ftate; 
he fhould therefore think the aboliflunent of that 
order among us, would prove a mighty fcandal and 
corruption to our faith, and manifemy dangerous., 
to our monarchy ; nay, he would defend it l^ 
arms againft all the powers on earth, except our 
own legiflature ; in which cafe he would fubmit » 
to a general calamity, a dearth, or a peftilence. 

As to rites and ceremonies, and forms of prayer^ 
he allows there might be fome ufefiil alterations i- 
and more, which in the profpedt of uniting Chri« 
ftians might be very fupportable, as things declared 
in their own nature indifferent ; to which he there- 
fore would readily comply, if the clergy ^ or (tho* 
this be not fo fair a method) if the iegijlature ihould 
direA ; yet at the fame time he cannot altogether 
blame the former for their unwillihgnefs to confent 
to any alteration ; which befide the trouble, and 
perhaps difgrace, would certainly never produce 
the good effeAs intended by it. The only condition 
that 'would make it prudent and juft for the clergy 
to comply in altering the ceremonial, or any other 
indifferent part, would be a firm refolution in the- 
legiflature to interpofe, by fome ftriS and eftcftual 
laws, to prevent the riling and fpreading of new: 
. fcfts, how plaufible foever, for the future ; elfc 
there muft never be an end : and it would l»e,ts^*^£^ 
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like a man, who fhoiild pull down and change the 
ornaments of his houfe, in compliance ta every one 
who was difpofed to find fault as he pafifed by ; 
which, befides the perpetual trouble and expcnfc, 
would very much damage, and perhaps in time de- 
ftroy the building. Sefts in a ftatc fecm onfy tole- 
rated with any reafon, becaufe they are already 
fpread ; and becaufe it would not be agreeable with 
fo mild a government, or fo pure a religion as ours, 
to ufe violent methods againft great numbers of 
mifiaken people, while they do not manifeftly en* 
danger the conftitution of either. But the greateft 
advocates for^ceneral liberty of confciencc will al- 
low, that they ought to be checked in their begin- 
nings, if they will allow them to be an evil at aD, 
or, which is the fame thing, if they will only grant, 
it were better for the peace of the ft ate, that there 
ihould be none. But while the clergy confider the 
natural temper of mankind in general, or of our 
own country in particular, what ailurances can they 
Jiave, that any compliances they fhall make, wiU 
remove the evil of diilenfion, while the liberty ftlU 
continues of profeffing whatever new opinions 
we pleafe ? Or how can it be imagined, that the 
body of diflenting teachers, who muft be all undone 
by fuch a revolution, will caft about for fome new 
objeftions to with-hold their flocks, and draw in 
frefli profelytes by fome further innovations or re- 
finements ? 

Upon thefe reafons he is for tolerating fuch dif- 
ferent forms in religious worfhip as are already 
admitted ; but by no means for leaving it in the 
power of thofe who are tolerated, to advance their 
own models upon the ruin of what is already c- 
ftablifhed ; which it is natural for all fefts to de- 
fire, and which they cannot be juftified by any con- 
fiftent principles, if they do not endeavour ; and 
and yet whicYv tYic^ ^^^^^^ fucccd in, without the 
utmoft danger to ^c ^ajJoVic -^v:^. 
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To prevent thefc inconveniencies, he thinks it 
highly juft, that all rewards of truft, profit or dig- 
nity, which the ftate leaves in the difpofal of the 
adminiftration, fliould be given only to thofc whofc 
principles diredl them to prefer ve the conflitution 
in all its parts. In the late affair of occafional coti" 
formity, the general argument of thofe who were 
againft it, was not, to deny it an evil in itfelf, but 
that the remedy propofed was violent, untimely, 
and' improper ; which is the Bifhop of Salifbury's 
* opinion, in the fpeech he made and publiflied a- 
gainft the bill. But however juft their fears or 
complaints might have been upon that fcore, he 
thinks it a litde too grofs and precipitate, to employ 
their writers already in arguments for repealing the 
facramental teft, upon no wifer a maxim, than that 
no man fhould, on the account of confcience, 
be deprived the liberty of ferving his country; 
a topic which may be equally applied , to admit 
Papijls, Atheijtsy Mahometans ^ Heathens^ and Jenvs. 
If the church wants members of its own to employ 
in the fervice of the public, or be fo unhappily 
contrived, as to exclude from its communion fuch 
peribns who are likelieft to have great abilities, it is 
time it fhould be altered, and reduced into fome 
moreperfeft, or atleaft more popular form ; but in 
the mean while it is not altogether improbable, that 
when thofe who diflike the conftitution, are fo very 
zealous in their offers for the fervice of their coun- 
try, they are not wholly unmindful of their party 
Qr of themfelves. 

The Dutch, whofe praftice is fo often quoted to 
prove and celebrate the great advantages of a ge- 
neral liberty of confcience, have yet a national re- 
ligion profcffed by all who bear office among them. 
But why fhould they be a precedent for us, either 
in religion or government } Our country differs 

• Dr. Burn-*-; 
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from theirs, as wcH in fituatioOy foil, and produc- 
tions of nature, as in the genius and complexion of 
inhabitants. They arc a conunonwealth founded on 
a fudden, by a defperate attempt, in a defperate 
condition ; not formed or digeiled into a regular 
fyftem by mature thought and reafon, but huddled 
up und^ the preflure of fuddeii exigencies ; calcu- 
lated for no long duration, and hitherto lubfifting 
by accident in the midft of contending powers, 
who cannot yet agree about fharing it amongft 
them. Thefe difficulties do indeed preferve them 
from any great corruptions, which their crazy con- 
ilitution would extremely fubjeft them to in a long 
peace. That confluence of people in a perfecuting 
age to a place of /efuge neareft at hand, put them 
upon the neceflity of trade, to which they wifely 
gave all eafe and encouragement. And if we could 
think fit to imitate them in this laft particular, 
there would need no more to invite foreigners a- 
mong us ; who feem to think no farther than how 
to fecure • their property and confcience, without 
projefting any fhare in that government which 
gives them prote&ion, or calling it perfecutioUy if it 
be denied them. But I fpeak it for the honour of 
our adminiftration, that although our fcfts are not 
fo numerous as thofe in Holland, which I prefiime 
is not OUT faulty and I hope is not our misfortune^ 
we much excel them, and all Chriftendom befides, in 
pur indulgence to tender confciences *• One fingle 
compliimce with the national form of receiving the 
facrament, is all we require to qualify any feftary 
among us for the greateft employments in the 
ftate ; after which he is at liberty to rejoin his own 
aflemblies for the reft of his life, Befides, I will 
fuppofe any of the numerous k&j^ in Holland to 
have fo far prevailed, as to have raifed a civil war. 
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deftrqyed their government and religion, and put 
their admwijhators to death ; after which I wiB 
fuppofe the people to have recovered all agdn, an* 
to have fended on their old foundation. Then I 
would put a query, whether that fe6b which was 
the unhappy inftrument of all this confiifion, could 
reafonably expeft to be intrufted for the future with 
the greateft employments, or indeed to be hardly 
tolerated among them ? 

To go on with the fentiments of a chwrch-of- 
En£land man : He does not fee how that mighty 
pamon for the church, which fome men pretend, 
can well confift with thofe indignities and that con- 
tempt they beftow on the perfons of the clergy. It 
is a ftrange mark whereby to diftinguiih high" 
churchmen^ that they are fuch who Imagine the 
clei^ can never be too low. He thinks the maxim 
thefe gentlemen are fo fond of, that they are for 
an humble clergy, is a very good one; and fo is he, 
and for an humble laity 'too ; fince humility is a 
virtue that perhaps equally befits and adorns every 
i^tion of life. 

But then, if the fcriblcrs on the other fide freely 
fpeak the fentiments of their party, a divine of the 
chutch of England cannot look for much better 
quaitcr fron> mence. Tou fhali obferve nothing 
more firequent in their weelcly papers, than a way 
of aflfefting to confound the terms of clergy and * 
iigh church\ of applying both indifierently, and then 
loading the latter with all the calumny they can in- 
vent. They will tell you, they honour a clergy • 
man ; Mnt taBc at the fam^ time, as if there were 
not three in the kingdom who could fell in with 
their definhion. After the like manner they in- 
fult the univerjities^ as poifoned fountains, and 
corrupters of youd^. 

Now, it fcems clear to me,, that the Whigs might 
eafily have prdcured and inaintaii;icd a m§ority a- 
mong the clergy, and perhaps Ti\t3\^xa&^^i^saQaW'^ 

^01.. I A a <^5^ 
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they had not too much encouraged or connived at 
tiiis intemperance of fpeech, and virulence of pea, 
in the wodl and moft proftimteof their party ; a- 
mong whom there hath been, for fomc years paft, 
fuch a perpetual clamour againft the amDition, the 
implacable temper, and the covetoufnefs of the 
priefthooii ; fuch a cant of high churchy and perfecu- 
tion, and being prigfi-ridtLn.; fo many reproaches 
about riitrrC'-M principles, or terms of co7nmunion\ 
then iiich fcandalous relleAions on the UKiverJkies 
for infefting the youth of the nation with arbitrary 
and Jacobite principles, that it was 'natural for 
tbofe who had the care of religion and education, 
:o apprehend fome general delign of altering the 
»ou^titution of both. And all this was the more 
'. xrraordinary, .becaufe it could not eaiily be for- 
i)Ot, that whatever oppoiition was made to the u- 
Uirpations of King James ^ proceeded altogether 
^Vom the church of England, and chiefly from the 
dcrgy. and one of the ^niverjities. For if it were 
of any ufe to recall matters of faft, what is more 
Tiotorious thaii that prince's applying himfelf firft 
to the church of England ; and, upon their re- 
f ufal to fall in .with his meafiires, making the like 
advances to thCrdiJ/intersof all kinds ? who readily, 
and almoft univerfidly complied with him, aflfeft- 
ing, in their numerous addrefles and pamphlets, 
the llyle of our brethren the Roman Catholics ; whofe 
jnterefts they put on the fame foot with their own: 
And fome of Cromwell's officers took pofts in the 
army raifed againft the Prince of Orange. Thefe 
Proceedings of theirs they^can only extenuate by 
urging the provocations they had met from the 
church in King Charles's reign ; which, though 
perhaps excufable upon the fcore of human infir- 
mity, are not by any means a plea of merit equal 
to the conftancy and fufferings of the bifhops and 
clergy, or of the head and fellows of Magdaien- 
coIlegCy that furoiihed the Prince of Orange's de- 
fc^ cloi'ation 
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claration- with fuch. powerful arguments to juftifj^ 
and promote the revolution, ^ • 

lliereforc a: church-of-England man abhors the 
humour of tie age, m delighting to fling fcandaH 
upon the clergy in general; which, b'jfidcs the diiJ- 
grace to Ac reformation, and to religion irfeif, caft 
an ignominy upon the kingdonr, that it doih not 
deferve. Wt have no better materials to com- 
pound the priel&ood of, than the mafs of man- 
kind,, whicfecomipted as it is, thofe who receive 
orders mull have lome vices to leave behind them 
when they enter into the church ; and if a few do 
ftill adhere, it is no wonder, bin rather a great 
one, that they arc no worfe, Therefore he can- 
not think' am^if /on or love of power more jnftiy laid 
to their charge; than* to other men-; bccaufe that 
would be to make religion. itfelf, or at leaft the beft 
conflitution of church-govemmtnty anfwerablc for 
the errors' and depravity of human nature. 

Within thefe laft two hundred year^, aH forts of 
teirtporal power have been wrcftCdfrom tlxe clergy^, 
and much of their ecclefiaftic : the reafon oi* jufticft 
of which proceeding I fhall not examine ; but that 
die remedies were a little too violent, with rcfpeft 
to their poffej/imsy the Icgiflature hath lately con- 
fcfled by the remiflion of their firjl^ fruits, Nei^ 
ther do the common libellers deny this ; who, in 
their ihveftives, only tax the church with an infa>- 
tiable defire of power and wealth, (equally com^ 
mon to all bodies of men; as well as individuals), 
but, thank Grodi that the laws have- deprived theiii 
of both. However, it is^ worth obferving the jul^ 
tice of parties; The ft€ts among us are apt to 
complain, and think it hard ufage, to be reproach^ 
cd now, after fifty years, for overturning the ftate, 
for the murder of a king, and the indignity of an 
ufurpation ; yet thefe very men, and their p?.rti^ 
fims, are contirmally reproaching the cUy^, -sc^^ 
laying to- their charge the ipfide, \\\^ w^fvi^, '^^ 
A. a 1 V.-^Nsc^ 
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hjoaajf the ignorance^ and fuperftition of Popijb 
times^ for a thoufand years paft. 

He thmks it a fcandal to govemmenty that 
iuch an unlimited liberty ihoxild be allowed of 
publiihing books againft thofe dodfarines in reli- 
gion, wherein all Chriftians have agreed ; much 
Aiore to connive at fvich trads as rejeA all revela- 
tion, and by their confequences olttn deny the ve- 
ry being of a God. Surely it is not a Jufficient a- 
tonement for the writers, that they profeis much 
loyalty to the prefent government^ and fprinkle up 
and down fome arguments in favour of the dlj/iti' 
firs ; that they diipute as firenuoufly as diey ean 
for liberty of confciente, and inveigh largely againft 
all ecdefiaftics under the name oihigb-churcb ; and. 
in fhorty tmder the fhelter of fome popular txrin- 
ciples in politics and religion, undemune the ioun* 
dsttions of an piety and virtue. 

As he doth not reckon every fchi/m of that 
damnable nature which fome would reprefent, fo 
he is very far from dofing with the new opinioa 
of thofe who woidd make it no crime at all ; and 
argue at a wild rate, that God almighty is ddight- 
cd with the variety of faith and wonhip, as he 
is with the varieties of nature. To fuch jd>iurdi- 
ties are men carried by the afieAadon o£ free* 
thinkings and removing the prejudices rf education ; 
under which head they have for fome time b^Q 
to lift morality and religion. It is certain, that be- 
fore the rebellion in 1642, though the number 
of Puritans (as they were then called) were as 
fifeat as it is with us, and though they affeAed to 
follow paftors of that denomination ; yet thofe paf- 
tors had Epifcopal ordination, poflefled preferments 
in the chiirch, and were fometimes promoted to 
biflioprics themfelves. But a breach in the general 
form of worfliip was, in thofe days^, reckoned fo 
dangerous and finful in itfelf, and fo offeniive to 
n Catholics at \xom^ *eA uJ^t^-^ that it was 
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.too unpopular to be attempted ; neither, I belie ve> 
was the expedient then found out, of maintaining 
feparate paflors out of private purfes. 

When a fchifm is once fpread in a nation, there 
grows at length a difpute, which are the fchifmii-- 
tics. Without entering on the arguments ufed by 
both fides among us to fix the guilt on each other, 
it is certain, that, in the fenfe of the law, the 
fchifm lies on that fide which oppofeth itfelf to the 
religion of the ftate. I leave it among the divines 
to dilate upon the danger of fchifm as a fpiritual 
evil ; but I would confider it only as a temporal 
one. And I think it clear, that any great repara- 
tion from the eftabliftied worfhip, though to a new 
one that is more pure and perfcft, may be an oc- 
cafion of endangering the public peace ; becaufe it 
will compofe a body always in reierve^ prepared to 
follow any difcontented heads, upon the plaufiide 
pretexts of advancing true religion^ and oppofing 
error, fuperftition, or idolatry. For this reafon 
Plato lays it down as a maxim. That ** mens 
*^ ought to worfhip the gods according to- the law 
'•* of the country ;" and he . introduces Socrates, 
in his laft difcourie, 'utterly difowxuQg the crime 
laid to his charge, oi teaching new divinities ^ or 
methods of worfhip. Thus the poor Hugcnots of 
France wore engaged in a civil war by the fpecious 
pretences of fome, who, under the guiie of re- 
ligion, facrificed fo many thousand lives to their 
: own ambition and revenge. '^Thus was the whole 
body of Puritans in England drai^n to be inftru- • 
ments or abetters of ,a)l inanner of villany, by tj^e 
artifices of a few metiy wliofe defigns from the &^ 
were levelled to deibroy the coodilitution both of 
religion and government ♦. And thus, even in 
Holland itfelf, vBhere it is pretended that the va- 
siety of fe£b Uve fo amicably together^ .^ad in fuoh 
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perfe£^ obedience to the magiftrate, it is notorioTis, 
how a turbulent party joining with the Arminians, 
did, in the memory of our fathers, attempt to de- 
ftroy the Hberty of that republic. So that, upon 
tlie whole, where kOs are tolerated m a ilate, it is 
fit they fhould enjoy a full liberty of confcience, 
and every other privilege of free-born fubje£b, to 
ivhich no power is annexed. And to preferve their 
obedience upon all emergencies, a government can- 
not giyc them too much eafe, nor truft them with 
too little power. 

The clergy 3rc ufually charged with a perfecuting 
fpirity which they are faid to difcover by an in>- 
placable hau*ed to all diffenters ; And this appears 
to be more unreaTonable, becaufe they fuffer.lefs in 
their interefts by a toleration^ than any of the con- 
forming laity ; for while the church remains in its 
prefent form, no dilTenter can poffibly have any 
Ihare in its dignities, revenues, or power ; whereas, 
by once receiving the facrament, he is rendered ca- 
pable of the higheft employments in the ftate. And 
it is veiy poffible, that a narrow education, toge- 
ther with a mixture of human infirmity, may help 
to beget among fome of the clergy in pojfejfton fuch 
an averfion and contempt for all innovators, as 
phyficians are apt to have for empirics j or biwyers for 
pettifoggers J or merchants for pedlars : but fince the 
number of feftaries doth not concern the clergy, 
either in point of intereft or confcience, (it bemg 
an evil not in their power to remedy), it is more 
fair and reafonable to iVxppofe their diflake pro- 
ceeds from the dangers they, apprehend to the peace 
of the commonwealth, in the ruin whereof they 
muft expeft to be the firft and greateft fuflSsrers. 

To conclude this /e^ion, it muft be obferved, 
Aat there is a very good word, which hath of late 
differed much by both parties ; I mean moderation ; 
which the one fide Tiet^ iuftly difowns, and the o- 

,er as \in3>>ft\7 "pc^xcaAa xo, 1^^^ ^V^x gaffes 
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every day in converfation, any man who reads the 
papers publifhed by Mr. Leflcy, and others oi his 
lUmp, muft needs conclude, that if this author 
could make the nation fee his adverfaries iindier the 
colours he paints them in, we have nothing clfe to • 
do, but rife as one man, and dellroy fuch wretches 
from the face of the earth. On the other fide, 
how fhall we excufe the advocates for moderation f 
among whom I could appeal to a hundred papers 
of univerfal approbation, by the caufe they 
were writ for, which lay fuch principles to the 
whole body of the Tories, as, if they were true, 
and believed, our next bufinefs ihould, in pru- 
dence, be, to ereft gibbets in every parifh, and 
hang them out of the way. But, I fuppofe, it is 
prefumed, the common people underiland rtf/fl^jr, 
oratleail rhetoric '^ and will not take hyperioleiXn 
too literal a fenfe ; which, however, in feme junc- 
tures might prove a defperate experiment. And 
this is moderation, in the modern fenfe of the word; 
to which, fpeaking impartially, the bigots of both 
parties are equally intitled. • 

S E C T. II. 

The fentiments of a church-of-England man with 
refpeSt to government. 

TX7 E look upon it. as a very juft reproach, 
VV though we cannot agree where to fix it, 
that there ihould be fo much violence andhatrtsd in 
religious matters among men who agree in all fun- 
damentals, and only differ in fome ceremonies, or, 
at moft, mere fpeculative points. Tet is not this 
frequently the cafe between contending parties in a 
ftate? For inftance, do not the generaLlt?j <i£ 
IVhigs and Toricf among m^oi^^^x.^*^^^*^^ 
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*amc/undamentab^ their loyalty to the Queen^ their 
abjuration of the pretender^ the fettlement of the 
xrovm in the Proteftant line, and a revohition- 
principle ? their affe£tion to the church eftabliflied, 
with toleration of difTcHiters ? Nay, fome times they 
go farther, and pafs over intojeach other's principles ; 
the Jyhigs become great aflerters of the prerogative, 
and the Tories^ of the people's liberty ; the& cry, 
ing dowQ almoft the whole fetof biihopsy and tho& 
defending them : So that the difierences fairly ftat- 
'ed, would be much of a fort with thofe in religion 
among us, and amount to little more than, vjho 
'Jbould take place^ or go in and out firft^ or kifs 
the ^itm*s band ; and what are thefe but a few 
court' ceremonies ? or, wh^ Jbould be in the minijhry ; 
and what is that to the body of the nation, but a 
.mere fpeculutive punt f Yet I think it muft be allow- 
■cd, tnat no rel^ous feAs ever carried their mutual 
averfions to greater heights than -our ftate-parties 
have done, who, the more to inflame their paffions^ 
4iave mixed religious and civil animofities together ; 
borrowing one of their appellations from the 
church, with the addition of high and lowy how 
little foever their difputes relate to the term, as it 
IS generally underftood. 

I now proceed to deliver the fentiments of a 
church of 'England man, with xelpeft to govern- 
ment. 

He doth not think the church of England fo nar- 
rowly calculated, that it cannot fall in with anv re- 
gular fpecies of government ; nor doth he mink 
any one regular ipecies of government more ac- 
ceptable to God than another. The three gene- 
rally received in the fcbools have, all of them, their 
feveral perfeftions, and are fubjcft to their fcveral 
depravations. However, few ftates are rained by 
any dcfeft in their inftitution, but generally by the 
g^orruption of mantvew, ^L^^vnft which the beft int 
^^^Btion is no long^t a.fc<;?M:\x?j, vcA^N^Sss^^hich 
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a very ill one may fubfift and flqnrilh ; whereof 
there are too pregnant inflances now in Europe* 
The firft is, die ariftocracy of Venice; which, 
founded upon the wiTeft maxims, and digefted.hy a 
great length of time, hath in our age admitted fo 
many ahines;, thi^up^ the degeneracy of the nqhles^ 
that the period of its durAtion feems to approach. 
The other is the united republics of the Statesr 
General where a vein of temperance, induftry, par- 
£mony, and a public fpirit, running through the 
whole body of the people, hath preferved an infant 
commonwealth, 01 an untimely birth and iickly 
conftitution, for above an hundred years, dirough 
{q many dangers and difficulties, as a much more 
healthy one could never have flruggled againft 
without thoie advantages. 

Where fecufity of perfon and property are pre- 
served by laws, which none but the vfhole can re- 
peal, there the creat-ends of gpvemment are pro- 
vided for, whether the adxmniftr^tion be in the 
hands. x)f. cnem of many, "Where any otic perfon 
or boliy of men, who do not reprefent the whak^ 
feize into their hands the po.wer in the la£t refort, 
there is properly no longer a government, but what 
Anftotle and his followers call the aht^e or cor- 
ruption of one. This diftinAion ejuhides arfaitrarj 
power, in whatever numbers; which, notwith; 
ftandin^ all that Hobbes, Fllmer, and others, have 
faid to Its advants^e, I look upon as a greater evil 
than anarchy itieli; as much as 2ifavage is in ahap* 
pier ftate of life, than a flave at the oar. 

It is reckoned ill manners, as well as unreafon- 
able^for men to quarrel upon difference in opinion ; 
becaufe that is uiiially.fuppofed to be a thing which 
no man can help in hixnfelf . But this I do not 
conceive to be an univerfal infEdlible maxim, except 
in thofe cafes where the queftion is pretty equally 
difputed among the learned and the wife, W\\&^c& 
it is otherwife, a man o£ to\«2JD\<^ -scaSsit^^ Sss^a.^ 
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experience^ suid SvilUng to be inftmAed, may ap^ 
prehend he has got into a wrong epmion, thongK 
the whok courfe of his mind and inclination woi^d 
perfiiadi; him to believe it true : he may be convin* 
ced that he is in an error, though' he does not fee 
ivherc it lies; by the bad efiefh ot it in the common 
conduftoThis lifei andbyobfer^gthofe perfons, 
Ibrwhofe wifdom and goodnefs he hath the great- 

• eft deference^ to be of a contrary fentiment. Accord- 
ing to Hobbcs's comparifon of r^/T/S/rfif^ with r4^/«^ 
up .zccountSy whoever finds a miftake in the fum ta- 
till, omft allow himfelf out, though,. after repeated 
trials, he may not fee in wluch article he has mif- 
reckoned. Iwill inftance ihone opinioni which I 
look upon every man obliged' in confcience to quit, 
or in prudence to conceal ; I mean, that whoever 
argues in- defence of abfolute power in a iingle per- 
fbn, though he offers the old plaufible plea, that it 
is his opinion, which he cannot help, urdefs he he cstt' 
vincedj ought in- all free flates to be treated as th^ 
common enemy of mankind. Ter this is hud as a 
heavy charge upon the ckrgy of the two reigns be- 
fore the revolution, who, under the terms o£ paf 
Jive obedience and mn'refifiancef ace faid to have 
preached up the unlimited power oF the princej 
becaufe they found it a doraine that pleated the 
court, and made way for their prefennent.. And 
And I believe, there may be truth enough in this 
accufation to convince us, that human trailty wiU 
too often interpofe itfelf among perfons of the ho- 
lieft funftion. However, it may be offered in cX" 
cufe for the clergyi that in the Deft focicties there 
are fome.ill members, which a coi'mpted court and 
miniftry wilP irrduftrioufly find Out artd introduce. 
Befidfcs, it is manifeft-, that the greater mimber of 
thole-who held and preached this dbftrlne. were 
mifguided by equivocal tenns, and by period ig- 
norance in the pnYVCAi^\e.'& o€ government, which 

k ^ey had- not madt aw ^a^x. q% ^€vc *^?a.eiN , The 
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<5^ucftion originally put, and a^ I remember, to have 
heard it dilputed in public fchools^ was this, IVhe- 
iher.y under any pretence whutfoever^ it may be laivr 
ful to rejift the-Jvprevie magiflrate P which was held 
in the negative ; and this is certainly the right opi- 
nion. But many oF the cler^, and other learned 
men, deceived by a dubious exprefllon, miftook 
the ohje^ to which pojfive obedience, was due. By 
xhcfupreme magtjlrate is properly underftood the 
Icgijlative power, which in all governments muflj 
be abfoliitc and unlimited. IJut the word magi- 
firati fceming to denote a ftngle perjon^ and to ex- 
prefs the executive power, it came to pa/s, that tlie 
obedience due to the legiJJaUire was, for wimt of 
knowing or confideringthis cafy diftindtion, mifap- 
plicd to the adminiji ration. Neither is it any won- 
der, that the clergy, or other well-meaning peo- 
ple, Ihould fall into this error, which deceived 
Hohhes himfelf fo far, as to be tl\e foundation of 
all the pplijtical miftnkes in his books ; where he 
perpetually confounds the executive with tlvj iegijla- 
live power; though all well-inftituted flates have c- 
ver placed diem in different hands ; as may be ob- 
vious to thofd who know any thing of Athens, 
Sparta,. Thebes, and other republics of Greece, as 
well as the greater ones of Carthage and Rome. 

Befldes, It is to be confidered, that when thcfe 
do^rines began to be preached among us, the 
kingdom had not quite worn out the memory of 
that horrid rebellion, under the confcquences of 
which it had groaned almoft twenty years. And a 
vjeak prince^ in conjunftion with a fucccfTion of 
moft proftitutc minifters, began again to difpofe 
the people to neiv attempts, which it was, no doubt, 
the clergy's duty to endeavour to prevent ; though 
fome of them, for want of knowledge in temporal 
affairs, and others, perhaps, from a worfe T)rinci- 
ple, proceeded upon a topic, that, ftriftly follow- 
ed, would inilave all mankind. 
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Among other theological arguments made \ife o£ 
in thole times in praifc of monarchy, and juftifica- 
tion of abfolute onedience to a prince, there feemed 
to be one of a fipgular nature. It was urged, 
That heaven was governed by a monarchy who had 
none to control his power, but was abfolutely o- 
beyed : then it followed, that earthly governments 
were the more perfeft, the nearer they imitated the 
government in heaven. All which I look upon as 
ithe ftrongeft argument againft. defpotic power that 
ever was offered; fince no reafon can poffiblybe 
aflignedi why it is beft for the world, that God 
Almighty hath fuch a power, which doth not di- 
refUy prove that no mortal man fliould ever hare 
the like. 

But though a church-of England man thinks every 
Ipccies of government equally lawful^ he docs not 
think them equally expedient ; or for every country 
indifferently. There may be fomething in the cli- 
mate, naturally difpofing men towards one fort of 
obedience ; as it is manifeft all over AJiay where we 
never read of any commonwealth, except fome 
fmall ones on the weftern coafts eftablifhed by the 
Greeks. There may be a great deal in the fitua- 
tion of a country, and in the prefent genius of the 
people. It hath been obfei*ved, that the temperate 
climates ufually run into moderate governments, 
and the extremes into defpotic power. It is a re- 
mark of Ilobbes, that the youth of England are 
cori-upted in their principles of government, by 
reading the authors of Greece and Rome, who 
writ under commonwealths. But it might have 
been more fairly offered for the honoiu- of L'berty, 
that while the reft of the known world was over- 
run with the arbitrary government of fingle pcr- 
fons, arts ^ndfciences took their rife, andflouriih- 
cd, only in thofc few fmall territories where the 
people were free. And though learning may con- 
tinue after liberty u l^ft., ^& It did in Rome, for a 

while, 
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while, upon the foundations laid under the com* 
monwealth, and the particular patronage of fome 
emperors, yet it hardlv ever began imder a tyranny 
in any nation : h^czMic JUvery is, of all things, the 
grcateftclog and obftacle to /peculation. And, in 
deed, arbitrary power is but the firft natural ftep 
from anarchy^ or the favage life ; the adjufting 
pcwer znd freedom being an eSeo: and confequence 
of maturer thinking : and this is no where fo 
duly regulated as in a limited monarchy ; becaufe I 
believe it may pafs for a maxim in ftate. That the 
cdmintftration cannot be placed in too few handsy nor 
the legijlattire in tco many. Now, in this ma- 
terial point tlie conftitution of the Englifli govern- 
ment far exceeds all others at this time on the 
earth; to which the prefent eftablifhment of the 
church doth fo happily agree, that, I think, whoe- 
ver is an* enemy to either^ muft of neceffity be fo 
to both. 

He thinks, as our monarchy is conftituted, an 
hereditary right is much to be preferred before elec- 
tion.'y becaufe the government here, efpecially by 
fome late amendments, is fo regularly difpofed in 
all its parts, that it almoft executes itfelt : and there- 
fore, upon the death of a prince among us, the ad- 
miniftration goes on without any rub or interrup- 
tion. For the fame reafons, we havelefs to appre- 
hend from the weaknefs or fury of our monarchs, 
who have fuch wife councils to guide the firft, and 
laws to reftrain the other. And therefore this he- 
reditary right (hould be kept fb facred, as never to 
break the lucccffion, unlefs where the preferving it 
may endanger the conftitution ; which is not from 
any intrinfic merit or unalienable right in zparticu' 
lar family y but to avoid the confequences that u- 
fually attend the- ambition of competitors, to which 
cleftive kingdoms are expofcd ; and which is the 
only obftack to hinder them from arriving at the 
greateft pcrfcftion that gbvwiaci^tiX c?cs\ ^^^"^^"1 

Vol. I. B b ^<:^s^' 
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reach. Hence appears the abfurdity of that dtf* 
tinftion between a king de faSlo and one de jure^ 
widi rcfpeft to us. "For every limited monarch is a 
. king dejurei becaufe he governs by the confcnt of 
the -whole J which is authority fufficient to abolifh 
all precedent right. If a king come in by conqueft, 
he is no longer a limited monarch ; if he afterwards 
confent to limitations, he becomes unmediately 
king dejirey for the fame reafon. 

The great advocates ior: Juccejfton^ who ajSrm it 
ought not to be violated upon any regard or confi- 
deradon whatfoever^ do iniift much upon one ar- 
gument, diat feems to carry little weight. They 
would have it, that a crcrwn is a prince's birth-right, 
and ought at leait to be as well fecured to him and 
his pofterity, as the inheritance of any private man; 
in fhort, that he has the fame ude to his kingdom^ 
which every individual has to his property- Now, 
the confequence of this doftrine muft be, that as a 
man may find feveral ways to wafte, mif-fpend, or 
abufe his patrimony, without being anfwerable to 
the laws ; fo a king may in like manner do what 
he will with hh own ; that is, he may fquander 
and mifapply his revenues, and even alienate the 
crown, without- being tcalled to an account by his 
fubjefts. They allow fuch a prince to bf guilty in- 
deed of much folly and wickednefs ; but for thefe 
he h anfiverahle to God, as every private man muft 
be that is guilty of mifmanagement in. his own con- 
cerns. Now, the folly of this reafoning will beft 
appear, by applying it in a parallel .cafe. Should 
any man argue, that a phyfician is fuppofed to im- 
dcrftand his own art beft ; that the law protefts and 
encourages his profeffion ; and therefore, although 
he fliouid nianifeftly prefcribe poifofi to all his pa- 
tients, whereof they fhould immediately die, he 
cannot be juftly puniflied, but is anfwerable only 
to God : or fhould the fame be offered in behalf 
of a divine, v;\\o 'wo\\\Cl ^tt^^Vv a^^alnfl religion and 
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moral duties : In either of thefe two cafes every 
body would find out the fophiftry, and prefcntly 
anfwer, that although common men are not exaft* 

5r &illed in the compofition or application of me- 
icines, o^ in prefcribing the limits of duty ; yet the 
diflference between poijons and remedies is eafily 
known by their eftefts ; and' common reafon foon 
diftinguilhes between virtue and vice : and it muft 
be neccffary to forbid both thefe the further prac* 
tice of their profeffions, becaufe their crimes arc 
not purely perfonal to the phyfician or the divine, 
but deftruftive to the public. All which is infinite- 
ly ftronger in refpeft to a prince, in whofe good 
or ill condudl the happinefs or mifery of a whole 
nation is included ; whereas ft is of fmall confe- 
quence to the public, farther than example, how - . 
any private perfon manageth his property. 

But granting that the right of a lineal fucceflbr 
to a crown were upon the fame foot with the pro- 
perty of a Aibje£t ; ftiU it may at the fume time >h& - 
transferred by the legiflative power, as other pro- 
perties frequently are. The fupi-eme power in a 
ftate can do no wrong ; becaufe whatever that doth, 
is the a^ion of all : and when the laviyers apply this" 
maxim to the king, they muft underftand it only in 
that fenfe, as he is the adminiftrator of the fupreme 
power; oiherwife it is not tinxverfally true, bur 
may be controlled in feveral inftances, cafyto pro-^ 
duce. 

And thefe are the topics we muft proceed' uporr 
to juftify our exclufion of the young pretender irt 
France; that of his fufpefted birth being merely 
popular, and therefore not made ufc of, as I re- 
member, lince the revolution, in any fpeech, vote, 
or proclamation, where there was occafion to men- 
tion him. 

As to the abdication of King James, which the 
advocates on that fide look upon to have beetv €<^^- 
ciblc andunjuft; and confecjvv^iixV^ ^ov5L\Tv\\^€S?t.^'V 
B b a ;^^ 
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think a man may obferve every article of the Eng* 
]ifh church, without being in much pain about it^ 
It is not unlikely, that all doors were laid open for 
his departure, and perhaps not without the privitj[ 
of the Prince of Orange ; as reafonably €oncluding| 
that the kingdom might better be fettled in his ab- 
fence. But to affirm he had any caufe to appre* 
hend the fame treatment with his father y is ankn- 
probable fcandal flung upon the nation by a few bi- 
gotted French fcribblers, or the invidious aflertioa 
of a ruined party at home in the bitternefs of their 
fouls ; not one material circumftance agreeing with 
thofe in 1648 ; and the greateft part of the nation 
having preferved the utmoft horror for that igno- 
minious murder. But whether his removal were 
caufed by his own f Mrs, or other mens artifices, it 
is manifeft to me, that, fuppofing the throne to be 
vacant, which was the foot the nation went upon, 
the body of the people was thereupon left at liberty 
to chufe what form of goverment xhej picafcd, Dr 
themrelvcs, or their reprefcntatives. 

The only difficulty of any weight againft the pro- 
ceedings at the revolution, is an obvious obje<^ion, 
to which the writers upon that fubjeft have not yet 
given a dircft or fufficient anfwer ; as if they were 
m pain at fome confequenccs, which they appre- 
hend thofe of the contrary opinion might draw 
from it. I will repeat this objeftion, as it was of- 
fered me fome time ago, with all its advantages, by 
a very pious, learned, and worthy gentleman of the 
nonjunng party *. 

The force of his argument turned upon this. 
That the laws made by the fupreme power cannot 
otherwife than by the fupreme power be annulled: 
That this confifting in England of a King, Lords, 
and Commons, whereof each have a negative voice, 

• Mr. Nclfon, auijur of the feafts und faftf of the chnrchof 
{nslaad. 

no 
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no two of them can repeal or enadt a law without 
confent of the third ; much lefs may any one of them 
be entirely excluded from its part of the legiflature 
by a vote of the other two : That all thefe maxims 
were openly violated at the revolution ; where an 
affembly of the nobles and people^ not fummoned 
by the King's writ, (which was an effential part of 
the conftitution), and confequently no lawful meet* 
ing, did, merely upon their own authority, declare 
the King to have abdicated, the throne vacant ; 
and gave the crown by a vote to a nefheWy when 
there were three children to inherit ; though, by 
the fundtimental laws of the realm, the next heir 
b immediately to fucceed. Neither doth it appear, 
how a prince's abdication can make any other fort 
of vacancy in the throne, than -would be caufed by 
his death ; iince he cannot abdicate for his chil- 
dren, (who claim their right of fucceflion by a^ 
of parliament), otherwife than by his own confene; 
in form, to a bill from the two houfes. 

And this is the difficulty that feems chiefly to 
ftick with the moft reafonable of thofe who, from 
a mere fcruple of confcience, refufe to joii> with 
us upon the revolution-principle ; but for the reft 
are, I believe, as far from loving arbitrary govern- 
ment as any others can be, who are born under a 
free conftitution, and are allowed to have the leaft ^ 
ihare of common good fenfe. 

In this objeftion there are two queftions includ- 
ed, Firft, Whether, upon the foot of our confti- 
tution, as it ftood in the reign of the late King* 
James, a king of England may be depofed ? Th?^ 
fecond is, Whether the pccfpleof England, cbn^ 
vcncd by their own authority', after the king had' 
withdrawn himfelf in the manner he did, Had pow- 
er to alter the fucceflion ? 

As for the firft, it is a point I ihall not prefume* 
to determine ; and fhall therefore only fay, that,* 
to any man who holds thencgauvc,' I '-^^aj^^.^^^l--. 
B b 3 Tcosi*^ 
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mand the liberty of putting the cafe as ftrongly as 
1 ple-aie. I will fuppofe a prince limited by laws 
like ours, yet running into a thoufand caprices of 
cruelty, like Nero or Caligula ; I will fuppofe him 
to murder liis mother and his wife ; to commit in- 
ceft, to ravifli matrons, to blow up the fenate, and 
burn his metropolis ; openly to renounce God and 
Chrifl, and worfhip the Devil : diefe, and the like 
cxorbitancies, are in the power of a fingle perfon 
to commit without the advice of a miniftry, or af- 
fi fiance of an army. And if fuch a king as I have 
defcribed, cannot be depofed but by his own con- 
fent in parliament, I do not well fee how he can be 
refilled; or what can be meant by a limited monarchy; 
or what ilgnifies the people's confent in making and 
repealing laws, if the perfon who adminifters hath 
no tie but ccmfcience, and is anfwerable to none 
but God, I define no ftronger proof that an opi- 
nion muft be falfe, than to find very great abfur- 
ditifs annexed to it ; and there cannot be greater 
than in the prefent caft : for it is not a bare fpecu- 
lation, that kings may run into fuch enormities as 
aic ribove mentioned ; the pra£lice may be proved 
by examples, not only drawn from the firft Caefars, 
or later Emperors, but many modern princes of 
Europe ; fuch as Peter the cruel, Philip II, of Spain, 
John Bafilovits of Mufcovy ; and, in our own ni- 
tion. King John, Richard III. and Henry VIII. 
But there cannot be equal i^furdities fuppofed in 
maintaining the contrary opinion.; becaufe it is 
certain, that princes have it in their power to keep 
a majority on their fide by any tolerable adminiflra* 
tion, till provoked by continual oppreflions ; no 
man indeed can then anfwer where the madnefs of 
the people will flop. 

As to the fecond part of the objeftion. Whether 
the people of England, convened by their own au- 
thority, upon King James's precipitate departure, 
Jhad power to ilxtx ^^ivwit^^Q^'. 
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In anfwer to this, I think it is manifleft from the 
pradlicc of the wifcft nations^ and who feem to have 
had the tnieft notions of freedom, that when a 
prince was laid a£de for male-adminiilration, the 
ttGbles and people^ if they thought it neceflary for 
the public weal, did refume the adminiflration of 
the fupreme power, (the power itfelf having been 
always in them), and did not only alter the fuccef- 
fion, but often the very form of government too ; 
becaufe they believed there was no natural right in 
one man to govern another, but that all was by in- 
ftitution, force, or confent. Thus, the cities of 
Greece, when they drove out their tyrrannical kings, 
either chofe others from a new family, or abolifhed 
the kingly government, and became free ftates. 
Thus the Romans, upon the expulfion of Tarquin, 
found it inconvenient for them to be fubjeft any 
longer to the pride, the luft, the cruelty, and ar- 
bitrary will of fingle pcrfons ; and therefore, by 
general confent, entirely altered the whole frame. 
of their government. Nor do I find the pro-?; 
ceedings of either, in this point, to have been 
condejnned by any hiftorian of the fucceeding 
ages. 

But a great deal hath been already faid by other; 
writers upon this invidious and beaten fubje£V ;. 
therefore I fhall let it fall ; though the point iai 
commonly miflaken, efpecially by the lawyers'; 
who, of all others, feem lealt to underftand the 
nature of government in general ; like under-, 
workmen, who are expert enough at making :s^ 
fingle wheel in a clock, but are utterly ignoranil 
how to adjuft the feveral parts, or regulate thq 
movements. ,; 

To retm-n, therefore, from this digrefBon : It iii 
a cburch-of-England man's opinion, that the freedom, 
of a nation coniiils in an abfolute vnUmited legijla* 
five pvwer^ wherein the whole body of the peoijfe 
arc fairly reprelemed, and ia ^xi exccutirut ^Kiic^ Xx*. 
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m'tted'y bccaufe on this fide likewife there may be 
dangerous degrees, and a very ill extreme. For 
when two parties in a ftate are pretty equal m powers 
pretenjions^ merits and virttie^ (for thefe two laft 
are, with relation to parties and a courc, quite dif- 
ferent things), it hath been the opinion of the beft 
writers upon government, that a prince ought not 
in any fort to be under the guidance or influence 
of either ; becaufe he declines, by this means, from 
his office of prefiding over the vihoUy to be the head 
of a party; which, beiide;s the indignity, renders 
him anfwerable for all public mifmanagcmcnts, and 
the confequences of them : and in whatever ftate 
this happens, there muft either be a weaknefs in 
the prince or miniftry, or elfe the former is too 
much rcftrained by the nobles, or thofe who rcpre- 
ient the people. 

To conclude : A church-of- England man may, with 
pinidence and a good confcience, approve the pro- 
feffed principles of one party more than the other, 
according as he thinks they beft promote the good 
of the church and ftate ; but he will never be may- 
ed by paflion or intereft to advance an opinion, 
merely becaufe it is that of the party he moft ap- 
proves ; which one fingle principle he looks upon 
as the root of all our civil animoiities. To enter 
into a party, as into an order of friars, with fo rc- 
figned an obedience to fuperiors, is very unfuitable 
both with the civil and religious liberties we fo 
zcaloufly aflert. Thus the underftandings of a 
whole fenate are often inflaved by three or four 
leaders on each fide ; who, inftead of intending the 
public weal, have their hearts wholly fet upon ways 
and means how to get or to keep employments. 
But, to fpeak more at large, how has this ^irit of 
£a6lion mingled itielf with the mafs of the people, 
changed their nature and manners, and the very 
genius of the nation ? broke all the laws of charit)', 
aciglxbourhood, eXfianc^^ -acsi^V^^T^vxaXa^ deftroy- 
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ed all ties of friendihipi and divided families againft 
themfelvcs ? And no wonder it fhould be fo^.when^ 
in order to find out the character of a perfon, in- 
ftead of inquiring whether he be a man of virtue; 
honour, piety, wit, good fcnfe, or learning ; the 
modem queftion is only, Whether he be a fVhig or 
a Tory ? under which terms all good and ill quali- 
ties are included. 

Now, bccaufe it is a point of difficulty to chufe 
an exaA middle between two ill extremcsi it may 
be worth inquiring, in the prefcnt cafe, which of 
thefe a wife and good man would rather feem to a- 
Toid. Taking therefore their own good and ill cha- 
racters, with due abatements and allowances for 
partiality and paffion, I fhould think, that, in or- 
der to prefervc the conflitution entire in church 
and flatCi whoever hath a true value for both» 
would be fure to avoid the extremes of Whtg for 
the fake of the former, and the extremes oiTwy 
on account of the latter. 

i iiave now miu ill ihzt J coujd think convenient 
upon fo nice a fubjeA, and find I have the ambttioir 
common with other reafoncrs, to wifh at Icafl that 
both parties may think me in the right \ which 
would be of fome ufe to thofe who have any virtue 
left, but are blindly drawn into the extravagancies 
of either, upon falfe reprefentations, to ferve the 
ambition or malice of dcfignins men, without any 
profpeft of their own. But if that is not to be 
hoped for, my next wifh fhould be, that both 
might think me in the wrong ; which I would im- 
derfhmd as an ample juflification of myfelf, and a 
fure ground to believe, that I have proceeded at 
Icafl with impartiality, and perhaps with truth. 



End of Vol. L 
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